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Internationally known wood artist Merryll 

Saylan was our guest presenter at the April meet-

ing. Merryll has been the recipient of numerous 

awards and has 

served as past 

president of the 

AAW. She 

brought with her 

from her studio in 

Berkley a selec-

tion of her turn-

ings which showcased her work.  

Merryll uses her turnings as canvases to be em-

bellished with color and texture. Her colored works might be mistaken for pot-

tery, so fine is the finish. The pieces she textures, scorches and dyes take on the 

look of cast metal. 

Merryll is not one to “let the wood speak”. She 

has a plan in mind before she starts to turn and 

will sketch out and refine her designs in a note-

pad prior to putting a tool to the wood. Merryll 

draws inspiration from her environment and re-

lies on her education in art and design to guide 

her. Four decades of success 

attest to the merits of her phi-

losophy. 

 

After sharing with us her travel adventures and design de-

velopment strategy, Merryll demonstrated one of her color-

ing techniques. Using a distressed Oak board she had 

brought for the purpose, Mer-

ryll scorched the surface. 

This removed loose fibers 

and darkened the surface. 

Merryll followed this by ap-

plying several dyes, one over the other, to 

demonstrate color 

build and blending. 

 

Merryll ended her presentation by offering a per-

sonal critique of several members’ work.  

Merryll Saylan; Using Wood as your Canvas 
By Bob Gerenser and Gary Keogh 

 

April 2014 
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Balls, balls, balls.  We had a great variety of spheres 

presented by our members at the April meeting.  It 

seems most used Corwin Jones “rule of 42” tech-

nique, but there were several “by eye” and at least 

one jig cut.  Some were shiny, some unfinished, one 

was spikey, one was cut green, and amazingly the 

wood moved as it dried.  Go figure.  There was even 

a “Harry Potter” themed sphere. 

We have known for a while that Rich may be mov-

ing, and we would need another venue for our meet-

ings.  Well this reality has come to pass.  We owe 

Rich a debt of gratitude for hosting our meetings over 

the years, and wish him the best in his move.  The 

May and June meetings will be the last ones at Rich 

Johnson’s Turning Center.  The Board and Staff have 

been scouting alternatives, and we have two possibili-

ties to narrow down.  The leading contender is the 

TechShop of San Jose.  We are awaiting a response 

from Santa Clara High School to see if they are inter-

ested in playing.  If any other member is aware of a 

wonderful woodturning meeting venue, at a low to no 

price, let any of the Board members know.  We will 

keep you updated for status changes. 

Even though we get to enjoy a demo from Ray Key 

for our entire May meeting, the Collaborate/Teach 

challenge for May will still be shown in June.  Iron-

men need to Teach (and not to another Ironman), and 

everyone else can either Teach or Collaborate with 

another person. 

Our extensive legal staff requires me to further modi-

fy the President’s Picnic challenge criteria.  The Fly-

ing Disk* (or ring) that flies and lands the closest to a 

set target 50-100 feet away gets the $100.  The disk 

must be tossed or thrown by hand, with no mechani-

cal aids.  No skeet/clay pigeon throwers/launchers, 

catapults or trebuchets. 

*A flying disc is a disc-shaped 

gliding object that is normally 

plastic and roughly 20 to 

25 cm (7.9 to 9.8 in) in diame-

ter with a lip, used recreation-

ally for throwing and catching, 

for example, in flying disc 

games. The shape of the disc, 

an airfoil in cross-section, allows it to fly by generat-

ing lift as it moves through the air while spinning.  

The term Frisbee, often used to generically describe 

all flying discs, is a registered trademark of the 

Wham-O toy company. 

Several of us are going to the Utah Symposium in 

Orem Utah from May 15-17.  One guy, whose name 

rhymes with “Gerenser” takes great joy in pointing 

out that I am so dense I can learn something from al-

most any woodturning demo.  Unfortunately, I’ve 

been unable to prove him wrong.  As a new turner, I 

didn’t go to every demo because I didn’t know if I 

wanted to do the type of work being explained.  Well 

it took a while to “get my mind right” (as Boss Paul 

in Cool Hand Luke might put it, since I didn’t want to 

do a night in the box).  The myriad of techniques, ex-

planation of cuts or wood properties, finishing & em-

bellishing, jigs, fixtures, tools, chucks, etc. that come 

up in a demo is much more than I expected.  Some-

times the learning comes from comments from the 

peanut gallery.  I would recommend that anyone go 

to professional demos or symposia like Utah or 

AAW’s, especially relatively new turners, to acceler-

ate the learning process.  If you are as old and dense 

as me, you need to go back to re-learn what you 

learned.  It is cost-effective learning, not to mention 

fun. 

Keep turning, 

Mike 
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Bay Area Trees 

Each month Tony Wolcott or John Doyen will share valuable information regarding area trees. 

The Following Article is Reprinted With Permission From Our Friends At Bay Area Woodturners: 

Information provided by: Tony Wollcott 

 

Trees of the Bay Area #3 Malus spp. or APPLE 
By John Doyen and Tony Wolcott 
 

Dale Nish once said that if you really must turn fruit wood, then work only with the heart wood. In 

our humble opinion working with apple wood is a joy. Not to drop 

too many names, but Richard Raffan described an equal trade of 

London plane tree with a nearby apple orchardist. Equal parts Lon-

don plane (some call sycamore – Platanus hispanica) with old or-

chard apple wood. Raffan was able to process the apple in half the 

time with better results. Although hard and brown in color, apple 

wood turns easily and has a great finish often with swirling grain 

and incipient decay markings.  

Dealing with the scientific names can be troublesome due to 

the over 2000 named cultivars. For fruiting trees it is common to  

order as ‘Apple’, Apricot’, Peach’ and so on. However, you better 

know the cultivar like ‘Mcintosh’ or the most widely grown ‘Red 

Delicious’, or you may get almost anything. The accepted name 

now is Malus pumila for edible apples (synonyms M. communis,   

M x domestica. M. sylvestris,  Pyrus  malus). Crabapples are often 

‘sports’ from Malus floribundus and are usually named as Malus 

‘Liset’for example. There are forty species in the genus Malus, the 

edible varieties originating from the Caucasus and Southwest  Asia. 

Some crabapples originate from temperate zones of North America. 

They are mostly inedible, crabapple jelly is possible but most 

crabapples are genetically chosen for their flower display. Here in 

Albany under the BART track there were over a hundred Malus  

floribundus with a pink to white blossom. Stunning display in early 

spring but all apples are prone to decay from the inside out (heart rot).  Fireblight is another problem with 

apples, causing large branches to decay. There is a ‘burl’ type growth usually at the base of an apple caused 

by wooly apple aphid. This is not worth the trouble in our opinion. 

Although hard to find good size apple wood, this is an excellent wood for turning, also for small inte-

rior carpentry jobs. You will lose some wood to cracking in the drying process, but then the wood is quite 

stable. The luster and smooth finish is quite rewarding. The apple tree and its fruit are held in high esteem in 

many cultures. Do not underestimate its fertility powers. 

Ritter, Matt “A Californian’s Guide to the Trees Among Us 

Hatch, Charles R. “Trees of the California Landscape” 

Hageneder, Fred  “The Meaning of Trees” 
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 Gary Keogh 1 redwood 
and 2 Red Bark Eucalyptus 
spheres - Lacquer Sanding 
Sealer buffed with paper 

towel 

 Greg peck Sphere - Mimosa, 
2 3/4 inch diameter, Minwax 

Poly wipe-on, clear satin 

Rich Johnson 

Peppertree 

Rj50?? 

 Bob Gerenser Maple 
Sphere,42% rule, no 

 Pete Zavala Two 2 7/8" 
Black Walnut Spheres. 
Finished with Mylands 
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Mike Lanahan 

Singapore Ball 

Maple and Walnut 

Waterlox finish 

on Walnut 

Dick Westfall 

Redwood Sphere 

Poly 

Jonny Alias 

Winged Snitch 

Mystery Wood 

Sanding Sealer & 50/50 

March Make-up 

Square Bowl, Walnut 

Sanding sealer & 50/50 

Scott Landon 

Sphere, Italian Cypress 
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 Milton West walnut 
sphere, blo-cs-da. 

 Tom Schmida            
Redwood, EEE finish 

Dennis Lillis 

Manzanita Burl 

Hollow Sphere 

 

Gordon Patnude 

Sphere? 
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Pete Zavala Black Walnut Platter, 
12 1/2" D by 2" H. Finished with 

Mylands Friction Polish and buffed 
with Carnuba Wax. Plate stand 

made from same wood as bowl. 

Mike Lanahan, Bowl 
with chatter rim, 
Goncalo Alves? 
with Waterlox     

finish. 

 Bob Gerenser,   The Other 
Vortex Bowl, Paduke,     

Goncalo Alves? Maple, Red 
Oak, White Oak. Waterlox 

finish, magnetic base 

 Gary Keogh Mulberry 
Natural Edge - Finish, 

Salad Bowl Finish 

Colin Mackenzie     
Manzanita partial     

hollow form finished 
with wipe poly.  Shows 

Axminster chuck's 
differences versus  

Vermic etc. 



 

Page 8 

Bob Gerenser 
 Segmented Rim Bowl, 
Shop Milled Olive seg-
ments, Mystery wood 
main piece, Waterlox 

finish 

Scott Landon, Bowl 
Black Walnut 

 Tom Schmida,  Avocado 
natural edge bowl, 

50/50 finish 
 Black Bark Eucalyptus 
Bowl, salad bowl finish 

 John Whittier, Oak 

natural edge, wipe-on 

poly finish 

Dennis Lillis  

Manzanita Vase 



 

Join us Wednesday, May 7thgat 7:00 P.M., at Rich 

Johnson's Turning Center, located behind his 

hom14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose.  From Hwy. 680, 

take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to 

Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto 

Joanne Ave.   Bring your chair. 

 

         Special Program: Ray Key                                                                                    
       

       

       

        

 

May President’s Challenge: Collaborate/Teach to be 

shown at the June Meeting    

 

 

Dinner before the Meeting:  For those who would 

like to get together for dinner before the meeting, we 

meet at 5:30 PM. at Tacos Al Pastor #3 in the Toyon 

Center at McKee Rd and Toyon Ave.  428 Toyon 
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Oscar Wittrock 

 Bowl & Pencil 

Holder Jim Baker, Juniper 

Jewelry holder 

 Gordon Patnude 

Square. Bowl.           

Improved, refined and 

revisited 
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Impressions and Inspirations 
By Dennis Lillis 

I think it is important as we develop and grow in 
the craft of turning to survey the how, what, and 
why that drives other turners and use that and 
some honest introspection to consider our own 
work and techniques. It is a generous gift from 
all the turners who do presentations to share 
their process and skill and their perception of 
their craft. What they make and how they make 
it is a culmination of their personal journey. We 
may be drawn to their 'process' or not. We may 
like their designs or not. But we always benefit if 
we honestly critique our own work either through 
critical challenge or some level of inspiration.  
 
Thinking about what drives my work.  
Why do I enjoy the craft and what gives me the 
greatest satisfaction? Initially, the process of 
turning is captivating in a way. Coming from cab-
inet and furniture making over 34 years the pro-
cess of turning where a supported sharp edge is 
used to remove wood that is rotating as opposed 
to moving the wood past high speed rotating cut-
ters is flat out more enjoyable. As I like to say: 
making money at cabinetry is noise and dust. 
Turning is much more quiet and contemplative 
and there is a joy in refining your ability to gener-
ate shavings as opposed to dust. Making money 
at it is quite a separate discussion. 
 
Turners like Rich and Barry who have been pro-
fessional turners for many years have developed 
their skills and piloted their craft toward a partic-
ular niche in the marketplace (no doubt riding 
current waves of market trends along the way) 
and developed techniques and skills. They both 
have an admirable and broad range of turning 
skills and could turn pretty much anything, and 
each has come to find what they are comfortable 
with in the process.  
 
Every marketplace and product has specific driv-
ers and constraints.  
At this time Rich Johnson is selling his work at 
local Home and Garden and craft fair type ven-
ues. He has assessed 'what sells' to these po-
tential clients and has adjusted his process so 
that he can generate finished items that are 

more affordable. Virtually 
instant turn around from 
log to finished item. Low 
costs. Low overhead. Low-
er prices. This means fast 
and efficient 'no frills' pro-
duction and finish. He 
bends some safety guide-
lines along the way to     
'Git 'er done' his way.  
 
Barry Uden has gone in a different direction with 
his work and is looking more to a national or in-
ternational marketplace. He seeks out exotic 
and unique woods with highly figured grain pat-
terns. His work is impeccably detailed and fin-
ished and presented in expensive venues that 
show high end work from other artists as well. 
High costs. High overhead. Higher prices. This 
means intensive attention to detail which takes 
time. 
 
Most of us likely aspire to be somewhere in be-
tween. 
 
David Ellsworth did a series of demos and work-
shop days in the area. He exudes a calmness 
and serenity around the lathe and the turning 
process. He uses a few homemade tools as well 
as his signature bowl gouge. I think he brought 3 
tools other than his homemade hollowing tools 
to do about 2 weeks worth of demos and work-
shops. He simplifies the turning process with fo-
cus on clean technique and being comfortable 
while you are turning. He offered that most 
lathes are 3 -  inches too high for most turners 
inhibiting good balance through a cut. 
 
Corwin Jones has selected a product and devel-
oped a process to make production of that prod-
uct as consistent as possible. He has analyzed 
the geometry and built jigging to enhance the 
final product with additional interest by develop-
ing segmentation skills. His tooling is simple as 
he strives for that 'perfect' sphere. 
wood. 

Continued on page 17 
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Thanks again to our hosts for a great Shop Tour! Each of the shops will be featured in an upcoming issue of 

Chips & Chatter, along with some great Tips and Tricks.  



Page 12 

 

TIPS FOR TURNERS #1 

TURNING OPEN BOWLS 

Approximate length 1h45m 

 

This appears to be the first of several videos by the renowned David Ellsworth 

which address several subjects that every turner needs to know. 

The introduction shows 6 topics:   

Sharpening Gouges 

Faceplates and Chucks 

Bringing Wood to the Lathe 

Using Gouges 

Jam Chucks 

Sanding 

David [if you will permit the familiarity] is obviously at ease with the camera and makes the viewer comfort-

able, as though you are a guest in his shop.  He proves, however, that he is not simply comfortable, but thor-

oughly engaging as he journeys these topics, encyclopedic in his knowledge and experience.  The camera 

work throughout this video provides clear views that visually support his narrative.   

David prefers to make his own sharpening jigs and explains ALL the why’s and wherefore’s of his total ap-

proach to sharpening, with a focus on bowl gouges.  His grinding wheel preference is aluminum oxide 100 

grit. While his choice is white, he indicates that they are also available in pink.  He compares a typical “out of 

the box” grind with his own “Ellsworth” or “Irish” grind and explains very clearly why the geometry works 

and how to achieve your own grind.  Repeatability and consistency are key to good sharpening, he says, and 

stresses that you are simply dressing the bevel and not grinding away precious steel.   

Prior to the introduction of the first woodworking chucks, users had only very large chucks for metalworking 

lathes, which had some serious drawbacks.  Faceplates were used as an alternative.  In the discussion of 

FACEPLATES AND CHUCKS, he provides insightful analysis of methods for mounting the workpiece, includ-

ing an explanation of screws and placement of screw holes, as well as offering some examples of variations 

of the faceplate and what makes a good faceplate.  He stresses and clarifies why the importance of screws 

should not be underestimated.   

In the next segment, on TURNING AN OPEN BOWL, we are taken from the very beginning through all the steps 

in the process of making a natural-edge bowl from a piece of green [recently cut] wood.  David  explains the 

physics of the entire process, using the “superflute” [as he calls it] gouge, which further clarifies the purpose 

of the geometry of this gouge.  He demonstrates clearly how to bring the tool to the wood properly keeping in 

mind the irregularity of the wood, the presentation of the tool cutting edge to the workpiece, and how to rec-

ognize what is happening when you get a catch and also why and how to correct it.   

In the discussion of JAM CHUCKS he demystifies the purpose, application and marvel of this low-tech shop-

made turning accessory.  This was an important revelation to me.   

SANDING, clearly the final, but David’s least favorite, step in the entire process of turning a bowl or any ob-

ject is also the last topic in his presentation.  He explains that sharp tools give him a smoother product and 

permit him to start the sanding process at a higher grit than would tools sharpened to “factory” quality.   

IN MY OPINION, THIS VIDEO MAY BE ELLSWORTH AT HIS BEST AND EVERYONE FROM 

BEGINNER TO SEASONED PROFESSIONAL SHOULD TAKE THE TIME TO VIEW IT!!   

VIDEO REVIEW  By Gordon Patnude 
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Rolling Pin with Ball Bearing Mechanism 

By Mike Lanahan 

As a barter agreement for a load of “free” wood 

(Goncalo Alves?) I agreed to make a bowl and a roll-

ing pin for the donor.  There are many styles oAs a 

barter agreement for a load of “free” wood (Goncalo 

Alves?) I agreed f rolling pins, and the guy wanted 

one with freely rotating handles.  I’ve made this type 

before with wooden dowels through hollow handles, 

but the construction is tedious, especially for a free-

bee.  I had recently seen that Woodcraft offered a 

new rolling pin kit, with a 3/8” stainless steel shaft 

and sealed bearings, so this was an excuse to try out 

the new kit.  Rolling Pin Hardware Kit, #158761, 

$19.99 plus shipping. 

You get an 18” stainless steel rod, 3/8” in diameter, 

two sealed 7/8” ball bearings with a 3/8” id, and 4 ¾” 

nylon washers.  Despite listing the instructions being 

included, they were not, and an e-mail retrieved 

them.  Conspicuously absent from the instructions 

was a description of the technique for pressing the 

bearings onto the shaft.   

In a 12” long rolling pin barrel, drill 7/8” holes to the 

depth of the bearing plus a nylon washer, then drill a 

½” hole all the way through the body of the pin for 

the shaft to pass through.  I rough turned the barrel 

round, with tenons on both ends for my dovetail 

scroll chuck, held one end in the chuck and kept it on 

axis with a steady rest, and drilled the holes on the 

lathe, from the tailstock.  Well, it turned out my ½” 

drill extension was larger in diameter than ½” so I 

had to get a long ½” spade bit from the hardware 

store to complete the hole to the center of the pin.  

Reverse the pin in the steady rest and drill from the 

other end.  I made jam chuck fittings 7/8” to fit the 

bearing holes, and used these to finish turn the rolling 

pin to 2 ¼” to 2 ½” diameter between centers, and 

keep it on axis with the bearings.  Of course, you can 

always drill the 7/8” recesses for the bearings a bit 

deeper later, if they are not flush or you want them 

more recessed. 

 

Without detailed guid-

ance, I decided to use 

the lathe as the bearing 

press.  I made a 3/8” 

cup to mount to the 

headstock Morse taper.  

My tailstock quill easi-

ly allows the 3/8” rod 

to pass through it, so I 

made a 7/8” recess with 

a 3/8” through hole to 

mount in the Morse 

taper.  With one end of 

the shaft in the head-

stock cup, and the other 

aligned with a bearing 

loaded in the tailstock 

quill, and some ma-

chine oil to help them 

slide together, turning 

the tailstock wheel easi-

ly pressed the bearing 

into position such that it 

was 3” from the end of 

the shaft.   

With a nylon washer 

between the rolling pin 

and both bearings, the 

second bearing was 

pressed in place the 

same way, with the ex-

ception that a collar was added to be able to press the 

bearing flush with the end of the rolling pin.  A little 

trial and adjustment was needed for how firmly to 

press the second bearing into place.  Press too hard, 

and the bearings don’t rotate freely.  Tap on one end 

of the shaft and it shifts the bearing on that end away 

from the rolling pin for a re-try.   

Turn two handles, with 3 ½” deep 3/8” holes for the 

steel rod.  Test fit the handles, and ream out the hole 

until it is not a suc-

tion cup fit, and I 

put a small groove 

inside with a trian-

gular file to give 

the air/glue an es-

cape route  

Continued on page 14 
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I used a sparing amount of epoxy on one side of the 

hole for each handle.  Use too much glue, or get it all 

around the hole, and the shaft acts like a piston, air 

can’t escape and just gets compressed in the hole and 

wants to pop out once released.  Not that I’ve made 

that mistake with makeup brushes before. 

My wood benefactor was pleased with the rolling pin 

and so was my QA department.  The kit made for a 

very smooth action rolling pin.  Would I do it again?  

Yes, … but. 

Woodcraft is NOT Craft Supply.  Woodcraft acknowl-

edged my order (not shipped it) in the time Craft Sup-

ply would have delivered it.  Shipping was another 

$7.50, bringing the total to $27.49.  The parts are not 

exotic, and can be assembled locally from MSC Indus-

trial Supply, 111 E Brokaw Rd, San Jose, CA 95112, 

(408) 467-1500, for less money, if you can use a hack 

saw, and de-burr the cut ends of 3/8” rod.  If you like, 

you can then make any size rolling pin.  If you are on-

ly interested in making one rolling pin, it may be 

worth it to stick to the Woodcraft kit. 

MSC Parts List for a Rolling Pin Kit: 

1. 3/8” x 72” 304 Stainless Steel Rod, #52417433, 

$15.19.  That’s $3.80 per 18” shaft. 

2. 3/8”x7/8”x11/32” sealed bearings, #01377704, 

$6.75 ea.  $13.50 for 2.  A bit high. 

3. 3/8”x3/4”x0.062” nylon washers, #67353722, 

$13.75/100.  $0.55 for 4.   

I’ll bet the nylon washers can be found in 

small quantities at OSH. 

The per-rolling pin material price is $17.85. 

A Google search for “3/8x7/8 sealed bearings” will 

provide more cost effective alternatives, such as 3/8” x 

7/8” x 9/32” R6ZRS sealed Bearings, at 

www.vbx.com, code: kit 7488 for $4.37 each.  I found 

a set of 10 for $24.95 + $2 CA sales tax on E-Bay.  At 

$4.37 each, the kit price goes down to $13.09. 

Of course, buyer beware.  There is no guarantee that 

various bearings will easily press onto different shafts, 

but the cost savings may make it worth the effort.   

Addendum: 

I was reading the June 2013, issue #43 of Woodturn-

ing Design, and on pages 12-16 Robert Staat shows 

how to make Rolling Pins using a 3/8” stainless steel 

shaft and 3/8” ID, 7/8” OD sealed ball bearings.  I sus-

pect Woodcraft designed the kit after this article was 

published.  At any rate, Robert does a good job of de-

scribing the project, and is another reference if you are 

interested in making such a rolling pin.  Mike 

Membership News 
As of April 1, 2014 we have 69 members and 5 who may be eliminated for failure to pay 2014 dues. 

New members this year are Greg Peck, in January, Dale Jelsemo and Paul Rygaard in April.  

In May I will be going to the Utah to attend the Craft Supply garage sale held during the symposium. It is a 

grand opportunity to pick up tools and craft items at bargain basement prices. I usually attend the symposium 

but Branson, Mo. is my destination.  

I will be attending the AAW symposium in Phoenix in June. All I can say about symposiums is that I love 

them. In three days I will be able to see world class turners doing what I hope to do. I always pick up hints, 

tricks and new ways to do what I am already doing. The symposium hand out is a binders explaining what 

each presenter will be demonstrating and usually a hand out from the demonstrator as well.. This year Todd 

Hoyer is at the top of the list for me as well as Lyle Jamison for hollowing. The vendor area is another place 

you do not want to miss. I pick up sanding supplies and other do dads and sometimes a tool or two. I consider 

leaving that area spending less than $400.00 a real effort and minor triumph. I hope I will see some of you 

there. Call me on my cell and we will meet for a demo, coffee, lunch, coffee, dinner or coffee. 

 

John Whittier 

Membership Chair 

408-761-3941 cell 
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Meeting called to order by President Mike Lanahan. 

Visitors/New Members: 

Two new members were asked to introduce themselves.  They were Dale Jelsema and Paul Rygaard.  These 

new members were given patches and hats by Gary Keogh. 

Raffles: 

Two raffles were announced, the first for woodturning books that John Whittier had acquired and the second 

for 3 chocolate Easter eggs donated by Thelma & Colin MacKenzie. 

Staff Reports: 

Mike announced that Rich Johnson & Michael got their 90 day evacuation notice.  This, of course, means that 

the club must find a new venue for our meetings and demonstrations.  Mike indicated that the board has been 

active in the pursuit of this new venue and has come up with possible places.  The first, and most promising, is 

the Tech Shop located at 300 South 2nd Street.  We may be able to use their for demos lathe if some hurdles 

can be overcome.  Bob Gerenser is a life time member of the Tech Shop and is negotiating feverishly to make 

it happen. The second possibility is Santa Clara High School.  John Whittier is pursuing that. 

Dennis  

Upcoming Programs.   

Wednesday, May 7, Ray Key, (Free).   

May Challenge (Collaborate/Teach) and Show & Tell will be held in June meeting.  Note: 

2013 Ironmen MUST Teach, but not to another Ironman. 

June – Top Night 

Ray Key, 

BAWA – Saturday, May 10.   

West Bay – Sunday, May 11, $30.  Covington School, 201 Covington Rd., Los Altos. 

Top Night, 

Top night will be at our regular meeting on June 4th 

Mike Schuler, 

Mike is a possible demonstrator for July 

John Whittier 

Membership Dues are payable now. 

Shop Tour – Santa Cruz, April 12.  Stay tuned for details.  Meet at JW’s house & car pool.  End 

with picnic at Dennis’. 

John said that there would be 3 shops visited and that an email would be sent giving location addresses and 

timing. 

John also announced that he would, as of April 10th be removing all persons, who have not paid their dues, 

from the Roster and from access to our Groups site.  He will then update and upload the Roster Spread 

Sheet to the SVW Woodturner’s Group site. 

Gary Keogh, 

Badges 

Gary had corrected badge (with proper Ironman information) for everyone.  He passed the badges out and 

those needing a new correct badge or not having a badge took theirs. 

President’s Challenge/Show & Tell 

The challenge presenters displayed their Spheres.  Some had used the “Rule of 42” and some, as Scott Landon 

said, used the BE (By Eye) method. 

Some beautiful Show & Tell works were displayed by several turners. 

The Break 

After the break our demonstrator, Merryll Saylan,  

The meeting was adjourned about 9:45. 

By Gary Keogh, Secretary 
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AAW Symposium 
If you missed the AAW Symposium in San Jose in 2012 this is a great oppor-

tunity to experience one of woodturning’s premier events. This year’s symposi-

um is being held in Phoenix, AZ, as close as it will be for a while.  

(Click on the Logo  for more information.) 

 

Featured Presenters: 
Alan Carter, J.Pau Michael Wernerl Fennell, Ron Flaming, Jimmy Clews, Doug-

las Fisher, Clay Foster,Todd Hoyer, Michael Nocho, Joshua Salesin, Neil Sco-

bie, Rudolph Lopez, Christophe Nance, Michael Werner 

 

https://www.utahwoodturning.com/  

UTAH WOODTURNING SYMPOSIUM 

MAY 15-17, 2014 

Utah Valley University campus at UCCU Events Center 

800 W University Parkway 

Orem, UT 84058 

 

Featured Presenters: 

Kip Christensen, Hans Weissflog, Jakob Weissflog, Art Majerus, Ray Key, Mike Mahoney, Steve Gray, Stu-

art Mortimer, Bonnie Klein, Kirk DeHeer, Bill Ooms, Nelson Cassinger, Al Stirt, David Ellsworth, Kurt Hert-

zog, Jerry Kermode, Glenn Lucas, Don Russell, Tom Sorenson, Keith Tompkins, Rex Burningham, Joe Wag-

ner. 

Symposiums Across the USA 

 

Woodturners of Olympia, Olympia WA, July 26, 2014 

 

Turn On! Chicago, Mundelein, Ill, August 15-17, 2014 

 

SWATurners Symposium, Waco, TX August 22-24, 2014  

 

Ornamental Turners International Symposium, Columbus OH - September 2014 

 

15th Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, Loveland, CO September 12-14, 2014 

 

Turning Southern Style XX Symposium, GAW September 19-21, 2014 

 

Segmented Woodturners Symposium, San Antonio, TX October 16-19, 2014 

 

6th Annual Wisconsin Woodturners Expo, Eau Claire, WI October, 2014 

http://www.woodturner.org/?utm_source=Local+Chapter+Message+Feb+14+2014&utm_campaign=chapter+message&utm_medium=email
https://www.utahwoodturning.com/
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Merryll Saylan is an artist first who uses wood 
as a medium for her unique presentations and 
variations or studies in form and color and tex-
ture. Her concepts of framing her work with tex-
turing and color to enhance a visual effect helps 
to set her work apart. Her process is her own 
'vision' more uninhibited by the natural grain or 
color of the wood. 
 
Reviewing all these various inputs helps me to 
look at my own work and consider what drives 
me in the craft. 
 
My foundation is pretty simply a reverence for 
the wood and the unique variations it offers. I 
endeavor to reveal as much of the natural ele-
ments in the wood as possible. I try to design 
the form to incorporate some natural edge, 
some sapwood and the heart through careful 
selection and preparation of the blanks from the 
tree. I use my experience to make a best 

'guess' at the figure within the tree and go from 
there. I enjoy the challenge to develop my skills 
to enhance the natural beauty as best I can. I 
use stone inlay to draw attention to voids and 
cracks or to offer some splash of complimentary 
color. I endeavor to generate clean curves to 
grace the natural lines in the grain. For me it is 
all about the wood. I use it as an inspiration and 
a challenge and I sand and sand and sand. 
 
I also owe a debt of gratitude to all the above 
turners as well as all the other turners whose 
presentations I've had the good fortune to at-
tend and the local clubs who have hosted and 
helped to make these presentations possible.  
 
We turn, we learn, and turn some more and 
learn some more. 
  
Dennis 
 

Impressions and Inspirations 
Continued from page 10 

Paul Rygaard with Membership 

Chairman John Wittier 

Dale Jelsema and Membership 

Chairman John Wittier 

 

Saw this logging bandsaw on HWY 26 

west of Portland, Oregon. Now this is a 

band saw!  
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Very Best, 

Jason Schneider 

   

Studio Coordinator of Furniture Design and Woodworking 

AndersonRanch arts center 

5263 Owl Creek Rd P.O. Box 5598 

Snowmass Village CO 81615 

970.923.3181 x234 

jschneider@andersonranch.org 

www.andersonranch.org  

 

The Fundamentals of Open Bowl Turning 
June 9 - 13 with Alan Stirt 

  

Texture, Color & Carving: 

Adding depth to turned bowls 
June 16 - 20 with Alan Stirt 

  

Bowl Transformed 
June 23 - 27 with Michael de Forest 

  

Woodturning: The basics and more 
June 30 - July 4 with Kimberly Winkle 

  

Woodturning for the Novice 
July 7 - 11 with Keith Gotschall 

  

Turned Wooden Jewelry 
July 14 - 18 with Ashley Harwood 

  

Woodturning for Beginners 
July 21 - 25 with Allen Jensen 

  

Spindle Turning Multiples: 

Variations on a theme 
July 28 - Aug. 1 with Mark Supik 

  

Woodturning Master Class 
August 4 - 8 with David Ellsworth 

  

Woodturning: Open bowls and hollow forms 
August 11 - 15 with David Ellsworth 

Dear Bob, 

  

I¹m writing to introducing you to the Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Snowmass Village, Colorado. This 

summer, we are offering ten woodturning workshops. Our woodturning workshops last one-week and vary 

in skill level, from beginner to advanced.  The faculty instructors are carefully selected for not only their ar-

tistic talent and expertise, but for their ability to instruct and inspire students.  

  

We would like to remind your chapter that we do offer American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

members 20% off tuition for any woodturning, woodworking or furniture design classes.  This summer, 

we¹re offering the following woodturning classes:  

mailto:jschneider@andersonranch.org
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.

com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 
2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 

President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 

V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denlillis@verizon.net 

 

Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 

 

Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 

Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 

 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 

 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 

 

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

Owner 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best.  If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in other 

ways to manage some of the 

club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond.  There are 

always things that need 

doing.  In particular, we 

need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 

Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 

Gerenser to volunteer and 

help make our activities 

happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 

by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 

who successfully 

complete all 12 

President’s Chal-

lenge projects for 

the year.  Those 

who meet the chal-

lenge are awarded 

coveted and distinc-

tive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A 

blue bar in the ac-

companying chart 

means that person 

has completed the 

project for the 

month indicated.  

You needn’t be a 

great turner, you 

just need to partici-

pate.  Make some-

thing in our Chal-

lenge theme and 

bring it to the next 

meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/


Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 

Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 

check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  
April - June 

  3
rd

 Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk 

Sets, numbered, with center 

holes— Select a disk size appropri-

ate to the size blank you want to 

bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to 

the log with a wood screw, and cut 

outside  

the disk with the saw for an opti-

mally sized and shaped turning 

blank.   These sets of 1/4” thick 

MDF disks increment by 1 inch 

from 4” to either 12” or 20”, de-

pending on the set.  4”-12” set 

(shown), $14, or the 4”-20” set, 

$20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

 turnturninghands@yahoo.com 

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  

$30 (SVW patch not included).  

Contact John Whittier for details. 

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Heartwood Concepts Dust Collec-

tor. This is the dust col-lector sys-

tem Bob Bley showed in No-

vember, and is available from Rich 

Johnson. $160 Rich@latheart.com  

  
 

Rockwell 12", 4 speed would lathe, PN 46-201, SN 1665227 

3/4 HP, 110V motor 

12" faceplate stock, 44" bed, approx. 36" center to center (spindles) 

Home build wooden stand, 

Includes: 

12 Sorby turning tools plus one homemade parting tool 

Hattersley & Davidson 6 in 1 universal chuck 

Hattersley & Davidson (4 diameter) collet chuck 

  

$500.00 

  

Bob Quiring 

cell: 408.340.3731 

mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com

