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Phil gets in the groove

Our demonstrator for the evening was Phil Roybal 
who was showing us some jigs for router fluting.  Over 
a period of time he has been working on a technique that 
results in less cost and less effort.  He started with a piece 
of ash mounted on a screw chuck with a washer to pre-
vent the screw from going in to dep.  He won’t do fluting 
on the entire bowl or hollow the vessel because we have 
seen that from others.  These are all shop made jigs and 
fixtures.  

Continued on page 3:
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I really have to admit I 
am confused!  Our club as 
a group has asked us (the 
staff) to get demonstrators 
to come and do demos.  
You have asked for club 
activities like the H & G 
shows and picnic or

 parties.  As we do that for you we seem to get less 
and less participation.  I do not understand.  As a 
staff member of this club I need to figure out why.  
Things that come to mind are; you have seen it all 
or don’t want to see someone that you have already 
seen whenever or wherever.  You are too busy to 
give us a few hours for a show, don’t like a bunch 
of people, or do not like parties.  From this side of 
the fence it seems like you are sitting out there with 
a hot dog in one hand and a soda in the other and 
are saying entertain me!  But do it for free without 
me (club member) doing anything??  I don’t get it.  
What can we do??  So far all the demos we have 
tried to get here did not get enough participation 
to cover the expenses.  That means we will have to 
pass, again.  As it turns out, getting participation 

in our activities is becoming a bigger problem 
with each passing month.  We have Home and 
Garden shows that allows us to sell our turn-
ings, share our club with the public and even 
get people interested in joining the club,  and 
we cannot seem to get enough people for that 
either…. Why???  Are we tired of woodturn-
ing?  Not interested in selling out turnings 
anymore?  Should we cancel our involvement 
in the Home and Garden shows??  What is go-
ing on?  
The club needs your help and participation, for 
our commitments.
Let’s talk about this at the meeting because we 
need to fix this real soon. 

Keep it Round

PRES SEZ

Next month...
Join us Wednesday, Sept. 2nd, at 7 P.M., 

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 14979 
Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee 
Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left 
and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “ Craft item”
   George Hall’s inlaid platter
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There are basically two styles of fluting that he wants 
to describe and demonstrate for us this evening:

1. Dot and Dash fluting

This style of fluting utilizes short flutes dipping in and 
out.  Sort of like Morse code with flutes.  Phil has a table 
and indexes (he doesn’t use the stubby indexing wheel) 
but uses and aftermarket index ring, which he mounts on 
the headstock.  Phil also built an index bar that attaches to 
the stubby ways.  Next he needs a router that is on center 
with the lathe.  Phil also reminded us about moving the 
router from right to left to work (vs. against) with the ro-
tation of the router. He built a stand that is on a centerline 
for his stubby and with his table.  He also needs a way to 
start and stop the router at the some place each time.  This 
works for short pieces that follow the curve of a convex 
bowl.   Phil also employs a ten thousandths of an inch 
shim that he can remove if he gets a router bit burn and 
needs to remove it.

2. General Topology

In this style of fluting, Phil want to be able to follow 
a generalized shape and uses router guide bushings as a 
depth stop.  He made a starter ring first runs the lathe in 
reverse to correctly work with router rotation. Phil also 
uses multiple passes to avoid burning.  Once the basic 
flutes are routed, one could stop with the flutes as is and 
complete.  Or one can decide to open up the flutes and 
gaps between them. To make cutting the flutes easier than 
hand carving, he basically uses a grinder.  The structured 
carbide cone doesn’t care about the grain (unlike a cutter) 
so he can go in any direction.  Then Phil cleans up the 
rough areas with a sanding drum.  He doesn’t use a foot 
pedal but rather a hand operated controller.
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

1. Rich Johnson – Showed not only a 
bowl he repaired but also some laser art he 
helps with – Rich does the cone and laser 
electronics.

2. Michael Wiley – A natural edge walnut 
bowl.  Michael “lost” his tenon on this bowl 
– several times.  As a result, he used a hose 
clamp.  

3. Phil Roybal – Described a demo he did 
with a curved inlay.  In particular, Phil left a 
green bowl to dry and to let it crack.  He then 
inlayed two dovetailed pieces from Padauk.  
But the bowl is still moving.  He used a Deft 
finish.

4. Becky Frisbee  – turned a bowl from 
tiger casti. This bowl had a white mark 
running around the outside as it was spinning.  
She noticed a hole and put superglue in the 
hole but the glue kept disappearing.  Even 
with accelerator.  When finish was applied, 
the white appeared.  Becky decided it was a 
wormhole and finally used a black marker to 
hide the white.

5. Herb Green – Showed a piece from a 
year ago that he had worked on at the Home 
& Garden show.  On this privet bowl with 
a Blackwood rim, pieces of Blackwood had 
“popped” off and flew across the room.  Now 
1/2 the rim was gone.  This occurred even 
after setting the bowl aside for 5 weeks. Herb 
redid the Blackwood segmented rim, he had a 
full 3/4 of an inch of rim in excess. The privet 
is what actually moved.

    RepaiRed
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6. Dick Pickering - Occasionally does repair 
work for a refinisher.    In this case, the refinisher 
needed a new spindle involving small beads.  
The gaps were narrow and Dick got a nasty 
catch.  As a solution, he simply squared off the 
spindle, glued on small blocks to build to the 
original diameter, and redid the bead.

7. Tom Schmida – For the July challenge 
(“glued up”), Tom glued up walnut and curly 
maple to make a platter and cheese plate.

8. Harry Levin – For the July challenge 
(“glued up”), Harry used 5/8 Baltic Birch 
plywood, glued the slabs together and made 
a candlestick finished with Mylands friction 
polish.  The shape is similar to that demoed 
by Bob Rosand.  For this month’s challenge, 
Harry repaired a bowl that he brought from his 
natural edge challenge.   This particular bowl 
had a big, glued chunk that developed a crack.  
So he carved the rim using a Harbor Freight 
reciprocating saw.

9. Jim Gott – For the July challenge (“glued 
up”), Jim showed a bottle stopper using Padauk 
and a Blackwood insert.  For this month’s 
challenge, Jim had an alder hollow form for 
which half the bark came off so he stripped it all 
off and then wood burned the natural edge under 
where the bark had been.  For the wood burning 
Jim used Phil’s battery solution.  In addition, he 
filled a small crack by using sanding sealer and 
thin ca glue.

President’s Challenge continued from page 4
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10.  Jack Todd – Brought a pepperwood natural edge bowl 
that cracked while sanding.  Jack filled the crack with ca glue.  
And yet, tonight he discovered another crack.  To remedy this 
crack, he put in some beeswax and smoothed it over.   The bowl 
was then finished with 2 coats of wipe on poly.

11.  Johnny Alias  – Brought an olive bowl, turned from 
green wood, which started cracking.  Johnny filled the cracks 
with a mixture of ca glue and coffee.  Someone asked for the 
brand (of coffee) and whether it was caffeinated or decaf.

12.  Gary Keogh – Showed an acacia bowl for which the 
tenon came off 4 times.  Each time, Gary glued the tenon back 
together.  Now he is trying a piece of walnut, which he epoxied 
to the bottom in order to make a new tenon.  This bowl has a 
number of cracks.

13.  Brian Butler – Showed several cherry burl pen blanks, 
which have defects, some, of which you cannot see.  While 
turning pens, pieces blew out where the defects were located.  
Brian repaired the “gaps” with ca glue and embossing powder.  
Brian advised us to be careful with the embossing powder: some 
of the powders act as an accelerator.  We can find the powder in 
the scrap booking section of Michaels, e.g.

14.  John Whittier – Brought a bowl he turned from the ash 
tree we harvested in Campbell.  John started with piece 18’ long 
but discovered lots of checks.  Each time it started to crack, he 
repaired it using ca glue - 3 times - and sanded down twice.  

15.  Kent Mosley – Showed an unfinished bowl he won 
(raffle) from a Judy Ditmar demo with bleaching.  The bowl is 
bleached maple and the only finish is wax.  Kent remade the 
donut for the foot.

16.  Scott Landon – Showed a piece that started off a foot 
tall.  He tried several rim techniques and destroyed it each time; 
he ended up carving an edge.  At this point, Scott wanted to 
save the piece after spending that much time in his rescue effort 
(Scott – opportunity cost?). And just in case it was decided that 
this may not qualify as a repair, Scott brought another one.  In 
particular, he broke the wand from our toy challenge and he fixed 
it with the original shaft and added thread.  The “magic is back”

President’s Challenge continued from page 5
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Show and Tell

  1.  Scott Landon – Brought several pieces he had 
previously shown at a sawdust session.  One is a small 
bowl with small aliens as legs for the bowl.  The first 
bowl also had legs.
2.  Kent Mosley – Showed a number of items.  One 
was a small sycamore salad bowl.  Another was a 
small cocobolo bowl.  Kent also showed his first 
natural edge palm nut, Other pieces included a 
smaller walnut bowl, a Manzanita natural edge bowl 
for which part of the edge is carved with a Dremel.  
Also a cherry natural edge bowl, and, from a sawdust 
discussion on turning spheres, Kent showed one that 
cracked.
3.  George Hall – Brought a maple board with purple 
heart and fiberglass along the edge of purple heart.  
He used 2-part epoxy with filler or fiberglass.
4.  Glenn Krueg – Explained that from a friend 
in Colorado he got some elk antlers. His friend is 
an 80-year-old turner who still turns and makes 
birdhouses.  With the antler, Glenn made an box that 
also includes some African Blackwood.  
The red is dyed acrylic.  Glenn buffed the antler with 
white diamond and filled any defects with super glue.
5.  Brian Butler – Showed us several birdhouse 
ornaments, one with a beehive another with Purple 
Heart.  The ornament kits came from Penn State 
Industries.  These were all done on a pen mandrel.
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Show and Tell continued from page 7

6.  Harry Levin – Brought a hollow vessel (maple 
species) with a cocobolo finial top.  It is finished 
with 50 50, 6 or 8 coats, and buffed.  Harry 
bought the abrasive from Don Pencil at the AAW 
Symposium; This abrasive is finer than white 
diamond at buffs at a slower speed.
7.  Herb Green – Showed a plain magnolia bowl that 
was cored from the same piece as the salad bowl 
he showed last week.  The piece was too thin for a 
tenon so Herb just used his vacuum chuck (he had 
never done it entirely that way before).  It is finished 
with mineral oil finish, but no buffing.
8.  Becky Frisbee – Brought some knitting needles 
and described how she (using techniques and 
information described by other club members) 
“walked” a wrench down the length of the needles in 
order to get both to be the same consistent diameter.  
The needles have Tagua nut handles.  She also 
showed beetle nuts with Corian made into swizzle 
sticks.  Thirdly, Becky showed a potpourri dish – 
some exotic wood from woodcraft.  Because the 
insert was not round, Becky made it round using the 
tailstock and parting tool.
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 

you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
David Feind (408) 386-3605
feinddj@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Kent Mosley (510) 745-7648
kentmosley@yahoo.com
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

Home and Garden Shows

David Fiend 
(VP/Programs)

cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

Kent Mosley (LIbRaRIaN)
Everything available in the library 

is listed on the yahoo group site.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Sew-on patches are $5. Be sure 
to wear your SVW insignia when you 
work shows such as the Woodworking 
show as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a 

club member needs a get-well card, 
a new-member info packet, or some 
other contact from the club.

Other Business
    Hartville Tools is offering 

20% member discounts if we pass 
along our club roster. If you don’t 
want your name released, put your 
name on the opt out list in the data-
base section of our Yahoo group site. 
   

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?

Dick Pickering’s July  President’s Challenge “glued” handle tool
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE
* Jool Tool Sharpening system with all accessories $200
* Thin Blade Parting tools - $20
* Loggers / fishing gloves - $3
* Shop hanging Paper towel holders - $5
* Mirca sand paper $16 per box 
   80 grit is $17.

* Sanding disk punching $5 per box.

408 254-8485
Rich @latheart.com

Oneway 10 x 18 Lathe with stand.  Like picture below.

Various accessories

$1200.00 OBO

Jack Todd
408-984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

September … “Craft Item” … 
October … “Legged”…  
November … “Not Footed”
December … “Seasonal”.

Home & Garden Show - 
Santa Clara
September 11th -13th

Calendar
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A green bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2009 chaLLENgES

September is “Craft 
Item”

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


