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Next Meeting 9/4 
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Mahoney at BAWA 9/7 

Picnic 10/5 

Mark Gardner 11/8-9 

Ellsworth March 2014 

 

Ard Sealy - Eliptical Turning 

Ard demonstrated how to prepare, turn, 
harvest and reassemble the parts to make 
a somewhat elliptical shaped vessel.  
Following is Ard’s excellent summary of 
the process. 
 
Beyond Round 
How to turn an ellipse: 
Featured Article in “American 

Woodturner” April 2012  
The Principal is to place a waste block 
between two pieces of turning wood and 
then to remove the waste block. 
Items of importance 
 Safety – this turning uses glued wood 

together with paper separators, they 
can come apart. 

 The turning block must be square 
 The two turning pieces need to be the 

same thickness 
 The center of the turning is the center 

of the waste block and not the entire 
turning block. 

Critical Items: 
 The tuning 

boards are of 
equal thickness 

 The center is 
based on the 
waste block and 
not the total 
turning block. 

 
continued on page 9 

The Picnic 
By Ard Sealy 

Silicon Valley Woodturners annual Pic-
nic – Saturday October 5, 2013 – at Rich 
and Michelle Johnsons 
We are able to have our club annual pic-
nic again this year at Rich and Michelle 
Johnson’s.  This is for members and their 
guest, children are welcome.  The club 
will provide the meat BBQ, and members are to bring 
either a side dish or a desert to share. 

There are 9 turning categories plus the Picnic 
President’s Challenge for the picnic: 
     bowls 
     spindle 
     natural edges 
     lidded turnings 
     hollow forms 

     segmented turnings 
     craft items 
     plates & platters 
     goblets 
Maximum of 3 items/category 
All items are entered into Best of Show 
Presidents Challenge – Hollow form 
that fits in a 6’ cube box – winner to 
receive $100.00 
 

There will be first, second and third place awards for 
each of the 10 categories and an overall Best of Show 
award 
A sign up for side dishes is on our Yahoo Group site, 

under data bases.  Please sign up as early as you can 

so we will know the number of people coming.   

President’s Picnic Challenge rules on page 7. 

AAW 2012 Award-Winning Newsletter #2 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Bob Gerenser 
 
As I See It 
 
I want to thank all of you who brought in 
your donation to the Eagles at the last 
meeting. Your participation in fulfilling 
this commitment is much appreciated. 
For those still working on their turning or 
on vacation, donations will be gladly ac-
cepted at the next couple of meetings. 
And with that segue; let’s talk about the 
next meeting, which I’m referring to as “Toot & 
Tops”. The “Toot” refers to the Presidents challenge; 
“whistle, flute, Pan Pipes, Kazoo or game call”. The 
challenge goes on to read “a turned object that you 
blow through, blow over…”.  It should have read 
“when blown through, blown over …” In other words, 
YOU don’t have to do the blowing. If you want to 
make a Bagpipe or Pipe Organ, by all means, go for it 
and I won’t buzz you for it! 
The “Tops” part is all about serious bragging rights. 
Ard has published a laundry list of categories to com-
pete in and contestants may enter as many tops in as 

many categories as they want, or at least 
that’s how I read it. This is an arena 
where turning experience plays second 
fiddle to clever design and ingenuity, so 
I’m hoping to see our newer club mem-
bers out in force. 
Also coming up is the Silicon Valley 
Woodturner’s annual Picnic – Saturday 
October 5, 2013 – at Rich and Michelle 
Johnson’s, so make sure you have it 
marked on your calendar. Here again, 
Ard has published a list of categories for 

the turning competition. Plan on bringing your best or 
favorite pieces to share and don’t be put off by the 
“competition” label.  
The Picnic President’s Challenge is alive and well and 
still open to all club members. If you want to compete 
and don’t have a box, drop me a note and we’ll make 
sure you get one. In this case, only one entry per 
member and you do not need to be present to com-
pete. We all have lives outside of woodturning and, as 
I see it, prior commitments trump newly laid plans. 
 
Bob 
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Join us Wednesday, September 4 (the First 
Wednesday of  the month, at 7:00 P.M., at Rich 
Johnson's Center, located behind his home at 14979 
Joanne Ave., San Jose.  From Hwy. 680, take the 
McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Jo-
anne Ave.   Bring your chair. 

 
Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, 
and Eagle Aerie Donation.  We learn by sharing. 

President's Challenge for September:  “Whistle, 
flute, Pan pipes  kazoo, ...”  .  Please register your 
entry online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 
4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  The September meeting program is Top 
Night..  The categories this year are: 
 Largest top 
 Smallest top 

 Most colorful 
 Most innovative  
 Longest spinning Open Class 
 Longest spinning figure top 
 Longest spinning string top 
Bring your top or tops and let us have a spinning good 
time. 
 

Dinner before the Meeting:  For those who would 
like to get together for dinner before the meeting, we 
meet at 5:30 PM. at Ana’s Café (Mexican Restaurant) 
in the Toyon Center at McKee Rd and Toyon Ave.  
428 Toyon Ave, San Jose, CA 95127, Phone: (408) 
926-6514  

Coming Attractions:   
October - Meeting—Jim Gott, Taking your Turning 

to the Next Level and the Picnic 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
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Bob Gerenser - Two Ma-
hogany Stick Pens, Water-
lox over shellac 

Jim Gott - Bocote desk pen 
with Blackwood stand. Deft 
lacquer finish. 

Johnny Alias - Calligraphy 
pen, Zebra wood, finish 
sanding sealer and 50/50 

Mike Lanahan - Click Pen, 
from a Papermate Dynagrip 
disposable pen, in Tiger Stripe 
Spanish Cedar, Maple and Co-
cobolo. Shellac finish. 

Milton West - 
Pen, Olive, Poly. 
Makeup—off 
center turned pen 
holder BLO, 
shellac & DNA 
“Bonnie Klein”. 

Rich Johnson - Writing Pen - 
King wood W/Waterborn 
finish 
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Jim Benson - Writing pen, cherry, 
Dr. Kirks polish, Mylands hi fric-
tion polish 

Scott Landon - Pen Herb Green - simple pen, walnut 
with blackwood tip 
 
Makeups - two sided dish(2 dif-
ferent woods), pen holder walnut 
(off center) 

Glenn Krueg  - Pen from beetle nuts, 
African blackwood, and a Glenn ma-
chined the brass point 

Colin Mackenzie  - Black 
Acacia pen and holder, 
Mylands friction polish. 
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John Whittier - 
Salad bowl, 
spalted maple, 
2 coats sanding 

sealer, 5 coats wipe-on-
poly.  Bowl is 13 1/2 
inches in diameter , 5 1/2 
high and 5 1/4 deep. The 
silver maple came from 
Michigan on a trip 3 
years ago. 

Jim Gott - Carob 
Salad Bowl, fin-
ished with mineral 
oil and bees wax 
(Bee Keeper’s 
Gold, William 
Sonoma) 

Scott Landon - Plate - Walnut / 
swamp Ash inlay / wipeon poly.  
Celtic knot derivative, or Klingon? 

Ard Sealy—Bowl & 
small hollow form. 

Dennis Lillis  - Silver 
maple tall hollow form, 
wipeon poly, and green 
waddle bowl (Eagle Do-
nation). 

Marcus Moody  - mortar & 
pestle F.L. Pear, and wavy 
ribbon pieces white ash 
and red oak w lacquer fin-
ish. 
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Herb Green—6" hol-
low form weeping wil-
low salad bowl finish.  
(Eagle donation)   

Allen “Economy Turner” 
Thomas - parting tool, car-
bide tools and self made part-
ing tool.  Pen (Eagle Dona-
tion) 

Bob Bowers  - Apple Box 
(Eagle Donation) 

Barb Jones  - Fraterna 
Twins miniature hol-
lowforms (Eagle Donation) 

Denver Bradford - Olive goblet 
with captured rings (Eagle Do-
nation) 

Colin Mackenzie  
- two piece hol-
lowform.  (Eagle 
Donation) 



The Challenge: Turn a Wood Hollow Form. 

The Rules:  Contestants will be given a 6” X 6” X 6” cardboard box. The hollow form must fit in the closed 

box without bulging the sides.  The hollow form opening cannot be larger than 1 ½” diameter.  The hollow 

form must be turned from one piece of wood - No Segmented or otherwise built up entries will be judged. 

The Catch: A maximum of seventy five points will be awarded for appearance, style, form, surface, finish and 

the finger test. The other twenty five points will be awarded to the entry that HOLDS THE MOST DRY RICE. 

I will set each entry on a table and pour in dry rice until the rice spills over the top. I will then pour the rice out 

and weigh it. The entry that holds the most rice will get the points for that part of the judging. 

As I see it, if you’re going after a Benjamin, you’re going to have to earn it!  See me for a box, if you want to 

play.             Bob 

 

Page 7 

Iron Bark Eucalyptus bowl, lac-
quer finish.  (Eagle donation.) 

Walnut Pep-
permill.  
(Eagle dona-
tion.) 

Thelma Mackenzie—a whole box (big box) of 
chocolates with the SVW lathe logo on it, donated 
for the consumption of our starving members. 
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BAWA Presents 
Sept 7th Meeting 

Internationally acclaimed turner:  

Mike Mahoney 

9:00 - 3:00 Sept 7th 

 

Mt Diable Adult Education Center 

Room 108 

1 Santa Barbara Rd 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 
  

 
   

Mike will join us for a full day of turning and discus-
sion on his approach working on the lathe. He plans 
to demonstrate a calabash bowl, lidded jar, platter 
and natural edge bowls. 

Mike is the premier bowl turner in the United States.  Recently relocated from Utah to California, we are for-
tunate to get him for a full day at our monthly meeting.  Note the early date, the first Saturday in Septem-

ber 9/7. 
 
Note: check out the new BAWA website: BAWA.WILDAPRICOT.ORG 

Reprinted with the kind permission of BAWA. 

http://BAWA.wildapricot.org/
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Continued from page 1 
 
Safety 
 Face Shield should be used 
 Strapping tape or duck tape 
Equipment 
 Thickness planner 
 Clamps, you never have enough 
 Roughing gouge 
 Spindle Gouge 
 Hollow system for hollow 

forms 
 Detail gouge 
 Parting tool 
Wood 
 Turning wood can be lumber or 

a dry turning block that is re-
sawn into two equal thick piec-
es 

 Waste block can be of any 
wood, paint grade wood is bet-
ter than construction grade. 

 Grain orientation is in long di-
rection 

Process: 
 Gather materials that will be-

come the turning. 
 If using a single block of wood, 

re-saw into two pieces of equal 
thickness. 

 Pass the wood pieces through a 

thickness planner, you may 
want to do a pass over a jointer 
if possible. 

 With the waste material having 
been passed through the thick-
ness planner until the two sides 
are flat and parallel, glue brown 
paper (grocery bag) to the 
block.  

 Immediately glue the tuning 
pieces to the 
paper and 
clamp over-
night. 
 If turning 
from a single 
block that 
has been re-
sawn into 
two, I rec-
ommend 
matching the 

grain and drilling a hole in op-
posite corners of both pieces, 
drilled through both at the same 
time.  Then drill a hole through 
the waste block at the same cor-
ner location. Once the glue has 
been applied to all and the pa-
per place bolt through the hole 
to maintain grain directions. 

 Once the glue had cured over-
night, place the turning block 
between centers and round, cre-
ate foot for chuck, and turn out-
side shape.  Sand and finish 
with two coats of sanding seal-
er. 

 SAFETY:  BEFORE TUNING 
THE INSIDE PLACE BLUE 
TAPE ON THE OUTSIDE 
AND THEN EITHER STRAP-
PING TAPE OR DUCK TAPE. 

 Turn the inside 
 Finish the inside with sanding 

sealer and finish 
 Split apart 

 Sand off glue up 
 Modify 

outside 
shape 

 Finish 
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SVW Minutes 8-7-13 
 
Well, there were no minutes actually taken, but we did 
have some guests from San Jose Conservation Corp 
and Charter Schools: 

Before giving a carbide tool 
demo at a previous meeting, 
Mike Cunningham, owner of 
Woodcraft, Dublin and SVW 
sponsor informed a few of us 
of the good work done by 
SJCCCS and their immediate 
need for a drill press.  One 
member donated his drill 
press, and invited them to at-
tend our club meeting.  Since 
then Glenn Krueg also donat-
ed a scroll chuck he was no 
longer using.   

 
The SJCCCS Mission is: To help young adults im-
prove the quality of their lives through vocational con-
struction and academic training resulting in their em-
ployment. 
Although the primary focus is construction skills 
(Carpentry Skills in Wall Framing & Common Roof 
Framing, Household Electrical Circuits, Plumbing 
Concepts (pipe joinery-Cu, steel, & PVC), Construc-
tion Math, Hand/Power Tools and Job Site Safety 
Training, Blueprint Reading, Basic Green Construc-
tion, Team Work Training, Concrete ) they also have a 
lathe … well, sort of. 

Everything is donated, 
and the tools are, shall 
we say, less than ideal, 
and being sharpened on 
a 6” high speed grinder. 
 

If you see them at an 
upcoming meeting, say 
hi, and have them tell 
you what they are do-
ing.  If you have any 
donatable tools, grind-
ers, lathes or other 
equipment, give John 

Putt a call:  408.690.2859, or visit their website: 
http://www.sjcccharterschool.org/ 
 

 
 
President Bob presented the SVW 2nd Place Newslet-
ter award to Mike, along with a collage of the 2012 
newsletter front pages, which was passed around and 

signed by the attendees.  

Thanks again to all who 
contribute to this newsletter.  It is not a one man job or 
award. 

 

John Putt  - SJCCCS 
Construction Instructor 

Daniel de Jesus and Daniel Ferguson, SJCCCS 
graduates and assistants 

http://www.sjcccharterschool.org/
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Understanding Wood: How Does It Grow For Our Use and Consumption? 
 
Wood is the tissue inside a tree - we all know 
that. Scientifically, wood is a hard, fibrous, 
"lignified" (or complex woody structures) struc-
tural tissue produced as secondary xylem in the 
stems of woody plants, notably trees but also 
shrubs.  
This "tissue" carries water through ducts to the 
leaves and other growing tissues and has a sup-
port and protection function, enabling plants to 
reach large sizes.  
What are the Parts of a Tree that grow to 
make the wood - simply explained for a 5th 
grader?  

 
 
 
 

There are six main parts to the wood of a tree. 
 

1.Tree X-section 
The outer bark protects the tree from ex-
treme temperatures, bad weather, insects and 
fungi. Very thin in birch trees, the outer bark 
may be one foot thick in the Douglas fir. 

2.The phloem is also called the inner bark. It 
conveys the food-bearing sap developed in 
the leaves down to the various parts of the 
tree. 

3.The cambium is a thin layer of cells which 
produce phloem on one side and sapwood on 
the other. 

4.Sapwood is the living wood in the tree through 
which the raw sap rises from the roots to the 
leaves. 

5.The heartwood consists of old cells. This is 
the dead part of the tree that nevertheless pro-
vides structural strength. If air could reach 
these cells, the heartwood would rot quickly. 

6.The pith is the central core of the tree. 
Each year, the tree forms new cells, arranged in con-
centric circles called annual rings or Annual Growth 
Rings. These annual rings show the amount of wood 
produced during one growing season. 
 

See next page for diagrams for “cutting downhill” 

The following article was provided by Ard Sealy, and may have originated from a 2003 BAWA program. 



 

Page 12 



 

Page 13 

The Band Saw Sled 
By Bob Gerenser 

If you have a table saw chances are you also have at 
least one sled that you use with it.  Sleds are used to 
safely cross-cut unwieldy planks, make repetitive cuts 
to produce duplicate pieces and to securely hold awk-
ward pieces for cutting.  Specialty sleds are often pur-
pose built for cutting segments in the segmented turn-
ing arena. 
 
Most wood turners don’t have table saws, they have 
band saws.  As far as I know, few wood turners use a 
sled with their band saw, but once you build and use a 
sled, I think you will find it, if not invaluable, then 
down-right handy. 
 
The advantage of using a sled is that the sled slides 
smoothly across the band saw table in a straight line, 
allowing a straight cut without fighting the uneven-
ness of rough cut stock. 
 
The sled is a board (the base) that slides across the 
band saw table guided by a runner in the miter slot. 
The base has a fence at one end that is at a right angle 

to the blade, for cross 
cutting.  Stock being 
cut can be held 
against the fence.  
The sled can be used 
with the fence at the 
rear, which is the 
usual position, or at 
the front end of the 
sled, depending on 

the cut.  The sled 
should be well built 
and care used in 
building it, but a band 
saw sled does not 
need to approach the 
degree of accuracy 
found in table saw 
sleds.  
     
A couple of examples 
of band saw sled uses are: 

1.  I wanted to cut 
the face of a half 
log section so that 
I had a flat face 
for use with a 
screw center and 
also to have the 
flat face on the 
band saw table for 
rough cutting the 

blank. The piece had par-
tially dried and the face 
had become uneven. By 
putting the half log on 
the sled I was able to 
easily re-cut the face, flat 
and smooth. 
 Having a rough shaped 
piece riding on the sled, 

rather than being on the band saw table, makes it safe 
and easy to produce a straight edge. The edge of the 
sled is the cut line. 
 

2.  Cutting branch pieces, or any round stock, can be 
dangerous because of the tendency of the band saw 
blade to grab and try to spin the stock. By firmly hold-
ing the stock to the fence the tendency to spin can be 
minimized. 
 
These are just a couple of ways that I have used a 
band saw sled and I’m sure there have been other 
times that just don’t come to mind at the moment. 
This isn’t the best thing since sliced bread, but try it, 
you’ll like it! 
 
Bob 
 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you’d like to 
share?  Have a problem for which you 
need advice?   
 
Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this 
section to MikeLan@aol.com 
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Mark Gardner's Demo Topics November 8 & 9 (WBW & BAWA) 
  
1.  Turn hollow forms without the hollowing.  Cut it in half. 
 Hollow forms turned through a small opening were always a chal-
lenge for me to turn.  In this demo I'll show how I make hollow forms, 
using green wood, much like you make lidded boxes only I'll glue the 
lid back on.  Not only is there less risk of turning through the side of 
your vessel but it is also easier to gauge the wall thickness as well 
as remove the shavings from the inside.  I'll focus on techniques for 
making a precise joint to help insure that the piece stays together as it 
dries.  Time will be spent demonstrating various ways to then hide the 
seam in your vessel.  This vessel will also have handles. 

  
2.  Surface embellishment for your turnings. 
I will demonstrate all the various techniques and methods I use for embellishing my 
work.  I’ll start by showing how I layout geometric patterns on my turned ves-
sels.  Some of the techniques I’ll cover include, carving with hand and power tools, 
engraving, and even some textures done on the lathe.  I’ll show how I use milk 
paints and dyes to enhance the carved patterns and lastly how I sharpen my carving 
tools using a simple homemade MDF strop. 
  
3.  Turn a square bowl using three different axis. 
In this demo I will illustrate my own take on the idea of a square bowl.   Not only 
will I use three different axis to turn this bowl but I will also hold the bowl on the 
lathe using 2x4's, masking tape, hot glue and drywall screws.  This demo will help 
to illustrate my approach to turning and the use of the lathe as a tool for shaping 
wood, not just for making it round. 
  

Mark Gardner's Bio:  
As long as I can remember I’ve enjoyed working with my hands.  As a teenager I worked in clay and mixed 

media.  Woodworking was my father’s hobby and when I was sixteen I was enrolled in a Saturday woodwork-
ing class with him at the Ohio College of Applied Science.  The class focused on the use of hand tools rather 
than machines in the building process.  I found the use of chisels and planes (when they were sharp) calm and 
enjoyable.  I remained in the class; slowly building Shaker inspired furniture until I graduated from college.  I 
started turning on my father’s lathe one day when I wanted a short 3-legged stool for my room.  I was hooked. 

  
In 1996 I received a scholarship to attend a class at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts with John Jor-

dan.  By this time I had been turning with modest success throughout my years in college.  The class changed 
my life.  I hadn’t had that much concentrated time at the lathe and in a couple of weeks I felt my abilities had 
greatly improved.  Ever since this class turning is what I’ve wanted to do.  I’ve been back to Arrowmont many 
times to assist John’s classes as well as teach my own. 

  
I turn primarily green wood due to its availability as well as its ease of use compared to dry wood.  Lately 

my work only begins on the lathe.  Now much of the time that goes into a piece is spent carving intricate sur-
face patterns.  Many things, besides the material, influence my work, including the simple lines of Shaker fur-
niture as well as the carved and painted surfaces of African shields and the beautifully detailed ceremonial war 
clubs of the Oceanic cultures. 

  
Over the last few years I’ve been teaching more and more.  I’ve been an instructor at Arrowmont, JC Camp-

bell Folk School, Penland School of Crafts, Anderson Ranch and The Center for Furniture Craftsmanship.  I 
was a demonstrator at the AAW’s Richmond symposium in 2008 and have lead workshops and given demon-
strations for woodturning clubs around the USA and in Canada. 

http://markgardnerstudio.com/artwork/361642_Vessel_153_detail.html
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 
check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

 

2013 SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE ACROSS THE USA 

Date Symposium Contact Info 

September 13-
15 

Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, 
Loveland, CO  

www.rmwoodturningsymposium.com 
 

October 11-13 Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild,  
West Harrison, IN  

www.OVWG.org 
 

October 26-27 Wisconsin Woodturners Expo,  
Eau Claire, WI  

www.cvwg.org 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Lathe—Jet 16-42 for sale.  Con-
tact Jim Benson  (831) 475-5615,  
jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
 
Jet Mini Lathe (1014) for sale.  
I’d take $100 for lathe and the 
basic set of 6 starter tools and 
some pen making kits.   
I live near Piedmont High School.  
Sharod Broadhead 
(sgib@comcast.net) 
 
Homelite Chainsaw with a 24” 
bar and plastic case.  It was ser-
viced and tuned up in August and 
has been run through less than a 
tank of gas since.  $50.00 and it is 
yours.  Ard Sealy, 
asealy@pacbell.net, Cell: 916-871
-4626 
 
Woodstock Magnetic Jointer 

Knife Setting Jig 

(new $45) - will 

sell for $25.       

Contact Lonnie 

Hurst,  

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

Woodcraft Pen 

Maker’s Drilling 

Vice  

(new $55) - will 

sell for $30.   

Contact Lonnie Hurst, e-mail:   

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

Rockler Box 
Joint Jig.  Used a 
couple of times 
and is on sale at 
Rockler for $60 
recently, was orig-

inally about $85.  Will sell for 
$40. Contact Lonnie Hurst, e-mail: 
 lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 
 
Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk 
Sets, numbered, with center 
holes— Select a disk size appro-
priate to the size blank you want to 
bandsaw from a log, and secure it 
to the log through the center hole 
to the log 
with a 
wood 
screw, 
and cut 
outside  
the disk 

with the saw for an optimally sized 
and shaped turning blank.   These 
sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks in-
crement by 1 inch from 4” to ei-
ther 12” or 20”, depending on the 
set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, or 
the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 
Whittier for details. (408) 379-
3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  
$30 (SVW 
patch not in-
cluded).  Con-
tact John 
Whittier for 
details. (408) 
379-3722, 

jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
 
Place an add for those pesky tools 
you don’t use anymore, just laying 
around the shop taking up space.   
E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Grizzly 2hp G0440 dust collector.  

Originally almost $1000 + a $42 

silencer + a $90 220v conversion 

kit and a stand $225 = $1355 (less 

shipping). Asking $650.  It is in 

great working condition, is disas-

sembled and would be easy to 

transport in a van or a truck. It 

doesn't take long to set up and if 

someone wants supervision I will 

help them. 

 

Powermatic 2800 Drill Press  It is 

about three years old.  They are 

about $1400 new; asking $800. 

 

Raleigh Tandem bicycle and tan-

dem bike rack for a trailer hitch.  

The bike and rack were almost 

$1200 and would happy to sell for 

$500.   

 

Work bench, Rikon 1.5 HP dust 

collector, and other stuff I am going 

through now but won't have details 

until the 28th. 

 

If you have any interest, contact 

Lonnie and make a deal:   

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:sgib@comcast.net
mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:MikeLan@aol.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  
Sawdust Session information.   
Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 
1492 Soquel Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
831-425-1492 
www.mackenziechocolates.
com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  
 
Rich Johnson's  
Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now.  
(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 
2013 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 
 
President Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 
V.P./Program Chair Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Management Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
  
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best.  If your name’s not 
in the column at right, we 
still need your help in other 
ways to manage some of the 
club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 
WANTED ad, and we need 
you to respond.  There are 
always things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 
Gerenser to volunteer and 
help make our activities 
happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  
 
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 
must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  
 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 
master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-
menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 
by the November meeting, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 
 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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For a more detailed description of the  2013 President’s Challenges, go to: 
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/

