
Carving Station 
 
When you attend a demo, you never know what you will walk away with. Sometimes it is 
exactly what was advertised, like our demo by Michael. It inspired me to try my hand at a couple 
of his pierced turnings. I may not do any more of them but was good to learn these things. Then 
there are times you walk away with something totally unexpected, like I did at Andi’s demo. She 
showed us pictures of her shop. Her carving bench caught my eye. One of the things I hated 
about doing the beading was how I worked, and the neck and back ache that I got working on 
pieces. The idea of getting better posture seemed like a great idea. So, I started off on a journey, 
that I will have to say is not completed, possibly never will.  The idea of a curved top allowing 
me to rest my arms while working seemed like a great goal. I then decided to add a down draft 
capability to pull the smoke and the dust away from the work. Taking some cord that I got, 
running through slats as a working surface, and using 1/2” dowels as spacers for the down draft I 
made a flexible top for the bench. Next was trying to find the right curve. After a few days of 
playing with the curve, I “thought” I had it right. I have since concluded that one curve is not 
right for everything. I am trying to 
figure out how I can make it 
adjustable. No solution yet.  I sized 
the top around a system I picked up 
at an auction which had a filter and 
two fans. This created the down 
draft, something I am very happy 
with. My burning for beading is 
controlled. The burning the NSK 
causes overwhelmed the filter, and 
I’ve sure if I used the “vaporizer” it 
would not be enough. 
 
 
 
 

The table is on wheels, and I have had 
to make a few changes so that it 
would fit through the door, letting me 
work outside.  Picking the height of 
the bench was another thing to 
consider. I bought a highchair, 
comfortable to sit in, which would let 
me either have me feet flat or 
hanging. My daughter pointed out, 
and I have learned she was correct, 
that your body and mind react 
differently to the two postures.  



As an engineer, this just seemed 
hokey, but alas always listen to 
people with expertise in other 
fields they tend to have good 
ideas.  Lighting is something I 
am still trying to work on.  
 
Eliminating shadows can be 
difficult, but not so important.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And since this is all about ergonomics, do not forget a pad on the front edge. 
 

 
Since I have been doing a 
lot of different forms of 
embellishments this year, 
this is the best addition to 
my studio in a long 
time.  While I am not sure 
it is stiff enough for 
carving with a mallet, it 
certainly handles the micro 
carver.  
 
From this, I can say the 
proposed shop tours would 
be something I would want 
to go on. You never know 
what you will see in 
someone else’s shop that 

you would find beneficial. After the COVID-19 thing, maybe we can try to schedule them 
again.  Stay well. 
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