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Rich Johnson talks 
Home and Garden

COMING UP!
Santa Clara Home 
and Garden Show,
January 20—22nd.

Monthly Meeting:
February 1st.

4–6 in San Jose.. There will be another show 
September 7–9 in Santa Clara. 

These shows are important to the club 
for two reasons. First, they provide a way to 
make ourselves visible in the community so 
we can attract new members. Second, they 
provide a venue for members to sell their 
work to the public. These are opportunities 
that other exhibitors must pay for, and they 

Go to page 5

Rich Johnson took the stage at 
our January meeting to talk about 
how to work Home and Garden 
Shows. DMG World Media puts on four 
of these shows each year in our area, and 
they give us a booth at each if space isn’t 
sold out. We’ll be at three shows between 
now and summer: Jan. 20–22 in Santa 
Clara, Feb. 24-26 in San Mateo, and May 
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Join us Wednesday, February 1st at 7 
P.M., for our monthly meeting at Rich John-
son's Woodturning Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

President's	Challenge:	turning	under	�	
inChes.

A friend, Walter 
Deardorff, has 
given me 28 rows 

of mature (over 40 years old) 
walnut trees from his orchard 
in Waterford, CA. He told 
me to get as many people as 
I could and come and get as 
much of the trees as we want-
ed. A few days after that call, 
Walter calls back and said the 
trees have been pushed over, 

so come and get the wood, but do it REAL 
SOON because the trees were scheduled to be 
destroyed. 

Sunday, January 9th, a dozen or so SVW 
members went on a wood run to Modesto. We 
met Walter in one of the out buildings where 
he was turning on his new Stubby 750. He 
was in a three-sided steel farm building with 
cement floors and had his lathe off to one side. 
A 6 foot pile of shavings lay close by to attest 
to his recent turning. In the area was a Laguna 
bandsaw and a very old drill press. A small 
stack of blanks and a few small logs were 
ready for turning. 

We were given a short tour of the area and 
got a lot of information about the Walnut. We 
also got to see stacks of walnut slabs stickered 
for future use. He explained some of it was to 
be used for his kitchen remodel. I would guess 
there were over 200 pieces 3+ inches by 4 or 5 
feet each. So much walnut!!!! At that point it 
was time to go to the orchard and get our own 
wood. The orchard was laid out in rows, so we 
just picked a row and backed our trucks in. So 
much wood!!

This is the orchard waiting for us, come 
and get it!

Hi 
Craig!

 

PRES SEZ

Next month...

Continued on page 9.
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Rich Johnson, finally having some 
time on his hands, made himself a 
round tuit badge. Unfortunately, we 
missed a picture of it.

Mike Rude turned a plate-shaped 
badge of macassar ebony with rub-on 
lettering, finished with HUT wax.

Bob Bowers showed a badge with 
his picture on it, made of Australian 
birch, burned on the sides, and fin-
ished with wipe on poly.

Steve Dahout burned words into 
a badge of carob, showing it with no 
finish.

Jim Gott showed a badge of cork 
oak crotch, with his name burned on, 
finished with 50% Deft.

Ayman Sayed presented a badge 
of African blackwood and maple, with 
his name burned on.

Mike Pogue brought in a badge of 
poplar and acrylic that framed a laser 
printed label, with electroluminescent 
wire inside to make it glow.

Clockwise from top left: Mike 
Rude, Jim Gott, Ayman Sayed, 
Mike Pogue, Steve Dahout, and 
Bob Bowers.

Turned 
name 
Badge

President’s 
Challenge
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Challenge continued from page 3.
Craig Thorson showed a badge of 

olive, with coins and the letters of his 
name glued on.

Dick Pickering brought in a badge 
of spalted maple, with burned edge 
and name, finished with 50% Deft.

Becky Frisbee presented a tiny 
hat pin of dymondwood, finished with 
Crystalcoat, and with the name applied 
to the hat band ribbon.

Lloyd Frisbee showed a badge 
of amboyna burl with a laser printed 
label in the center, finished with Deft.

Steve Rosenthal burned his name 
on a badge of walnut, inlaid with oak 
plywood and finished with Deft.

Phil Roybal showed a badge of 
mahogany inlaid with yellowheart. He 
applied his name applied with laser 
toner transfer and finished the badge 
with shellac.

Michael Wiley made of badge of 
maple. He wrote his name on with 
marker and finished with lacquer.

Michael Wiley and Dick Pickering 
won the raffle.

Show and Tell
John Whittier showed a cherry 

candle holder, finished with 50% Deft.
Becky Frisbee brought in a box 

of tulipwood with a metal decorative 
piece glued on the top. She finished it 
with Crystalcoat.

Dick Pickering showed a carved 
Santa figure, made of basswood and 
painted. He also showed a Mickey 
Mouse nutcracker in the style for 
which he’s become known.

Clockwise from top left: Craig 
Thorson, Phil Roybal, Michael 
Wiley, John Whittier, Becky 
Frisbee, Dick Pickering, Steve 
Rosenthal, Lloyd Frisbee, Becky 
Frisbee, and Dick Pickering.

Continued on page 6.
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come to us for the cost of our time 
plus a few turnings.

Our booth space would cost 
about $2500 if we had to buy it. We 
“rent” this space by demonstrating 
woodturning and giving the show 
manager one turning per artist, usually 
an item worth about $50. These could 
be pens, bowls, or other things. He 
uses these as gifts for other shows, and 
they serve as advertisements for us.

We’re supposed to demonstrate 
turning during the show hours. That 
means we dedicate one staffer to run 
the lathe, one to run the sales table, 
and one to answer questions about the 
turnings on display. A lot of the ques-
tions are pretty basic, but they are a 
way to begin to share our knowledge 
and enthusiasm with the public and 
with future turners and club members.

The designated turner can turn 
whatever he or she wants to turn; and 
can keep it, sell it, or give it away. 
The turning shift is typically an hour, 
and this could be a chance to finish a 
project. The club brings free wood for 
demonstrations, or you can bring your 
own if you need something special. 
We have club tools at the show as well 
(pre-sharpened by Jim Gott), or you 
can bring your own tools. There are 
chucks, centers, tool rests: just about 
everything you’ll need. 

When we work our booths at these 
shows as SVW members, we need to 
wear our colors and represent the club. 
That could mean a patch on a shirt, 
an SVW hat, etc. Each staffer must be 
unmistakably an SVW member. 

We always have club applications 
available at the shows, and Rich also 
passes out information about his own 
classes. This venue is a great op-
portunity to sell turnings without the 
expense and risk of doing craft fairs. 

Working the system
There’s a red binder in the booth 

Continued from page 1
that includes the show schedule, the 
current club roster, the booth duty 
schedule: the information you need to 
run the booth at the show.

We have a bag marked for each 
show day, each with a daily receipt 
book. This is where we keep the 
money and information about how 
we got it. Each artist has to have an 
inventory sheet on which the staff can 
mark off items as they are sold, so we 
can balance accounts at the end of the 
show. A lot of artists put an inventory 
number on each item as a way of iden-
tifying it. This is a good system, and 
if you do this, your numbers should 
show on your inventory sheet.

Sales tax is the responsibility of 
the individual artist. You can declare 
your receipts as hobby income, or you 
can get a resale number and account 
for tax on your own sales. We don’t 
charge separately for sales tax at the 
show.

We typically have five or so artists 
selling in the booth, and we can handle 
more. In addition, we need staff for the 
booth, even if you don’t want to sell 
your own turnings. 

Pricing
Each person prices his or her 

own work. Rich tries to keep prices 
less than $100 per item, because he’s 
found this to be a good price point for 
the show. Gallery prices are higher 
because costs are higher, and galler-
ies take up to half of the sale price 

as their commission. Rich might 
sell similar bowls at different prices, 
depending upon whether the selling 
environment is a show or a gallery. 
He’s found that you can get more for 
your work if your turnings are labeled 
with the wood species, your name, and 
the date of creation. You might also 
want your inventory number there. If 
you’re thinking of selling at the show 
and want advice on how to price your 
work, bring some pieces to a Sawdust 
Session to get feedback from others 
who’ve gone this route before. 

Our turning makes a mess, and 
chips get all over everything. The 
management doesn’t seem to care, but 
we work to contain our piles. We had 
one person slip on chips as she came 
through the booth to look at bowls, 
so we try to keep things neat. We also 
find people coming around to collect 
our shavings as a basis for their own 
projects.

Working a show can be a lot of 
fun, and a chance to both earn some 
money and get customer feedback 
about your work. Booth duty volun-
teers get free show tickets. We also 
have $1 discount tickets for admis-
sions for family and friends. We need 
volunteers, so sign up for a shift with 
Rich Johnson.
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Show and Tell, continued from page 4.

Frank Salinas made a Longworth 
chuck for gripping bowl rims, using 
plans he found in Woodturning Design 
Magazine.

Carolyn Salinas showed us an at-
omizer of amboyna burl, finished with 
%50 Deft.

Robert Sakauye made a 
blackwood box, inlaid with tulipwood, 
boxwood, and bloodwood, finished 
with Deft.

Clockwise from top left: Frank 
Salinas, Carolyn Salinas, and 
Robert Sakauye.

Nine stalwart SVW members gath-
ered at the front of the room at our last 
meeting to receive the special Ironman 
badges that recognize their work in 
completing all twelve President’s 

Challenge projects in 2005. The mem-
bers honored included Becky Frisbee 
(who got a special Ironwoman badge), 
Jim Gott, Rich Johnson, Rick Parfitt, 
Dick Pickering, Phil Roybal, Mike 

Rude, Ayman Sayed, and Michael 
Wiley. Of these, all but Becky Frisbee, 
Ayman Sayed, and Michael Wiley also 
earned the Ironman last January.

2005 Ironmen Recognized

Left to right, back row: 
Michael Wiley, Rebecca 
Frisbee, Dick Pickering, 
Ayman Sayed. Front 
row: Jim Gott, Mike 
Rude, Phil Roybal, and 
Rich Johnson.
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I
CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name's not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club's activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• VP/Program Chairperson for 2006
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to staff the booth at the 
 upcoming Home & Garden Shows
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 
permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer	instruCtors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Phil 
Roybal to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
none

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
RPS@wwdb.org

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chairs
Lloyd & Becky Frisbee
408 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com (Lloyd)
lfrisbee@pacbell.net (Becky)

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering ((408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Steve Dahout (408) 981-6183
sdahout@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com
 (with Craig Thorson, above)
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HOW TO DO IT
Laser Toner Transfer Phil Roybal

January’s President’s Challenge, a 
name badge, is a perfect excuse to get 
fancy with fonts and graphics. Un-
fortunately, good turning skills don’t 
automatically translate into good skills 
at carving, painting, woodburning, 
or caligraphy. Computers can help us 
produce gorgeous images with mini-
mal art skills. The problem is getting 
the images onto wood

Here’s a simple technique for 
transferring to wood just about any 
line art (black and white) image. It 
takes advantage of the fact that laser 
printers and xerographic (not inkjet) 
copiers put images on paper by fusing 
toner onto the pages with heat. You 
can use a “transfer tool” to move the 
image from paper to wood like this.
l Prepare a flat wood surface, sand-

ing to at least #220 and cleaning 
away dust. This surface may be 
part of a turning or an element to be 
inlaid later. Toner adheres to solid 
surfaces, not pores, so fine-grained 
woods work best.

l Design an image to fit your wood. 
The image should consist of black 
lines and letters. Halftones (such as 
newspaper pictures) give uneven 
results. Experiment on scrap before 
using them. Woodcuts work well.

l Reverse the graphic in your com-
puter before printing, so it prints as 
a mirror image on paper.

l Cut the image out so the paper is 
just a bit larger than the graphic. 
Leave half an inch of paper above 
the image for taping.

l Secure the wood to a table. Dou-
ble-stick tape works well for this.

l Use masking tape to hinge the 
graphic onto the wood so you can 
peek under and set it down again 
without disturbing the registration 
between paper and wood.

l Plug in your transfer tool. While 
it’s heating, get a cup of water to 
control the temperature.

l Once the tool is hot, dip it in water 
to cool it to boiling temperature, 
then start rubbing it firmly over 
the back of the image. As the tool 
gets hotter, the image will begin to 
transfer to the wood. Keep the tool 
moving so you don’t burn the paper 
and wood. Dip it again if need be.

l After a minute or so, gently peel 
the paper up to see how much of 
the image has transferred. If you 
see gaps, drop the paper back down 
and work on those areas with con-
tinued firm pressure.
Once you have an image on the 

wood, you have to apply finish to 
protect it. The solvents in finishes such 

as lacquer and shellac can dissolve the 
waxy toner binder, allowing images 
to smear across the wood. I’ve found 
a couple ways around this. (I’ve also 
found it’s a good idea to test my finish 
on a practice piece.)

One approach is to use varnish. 
The mineral spirit solvent is fairly 

gentle and doesn’t seem to affect 
toner much. Another way is to use 
light, misting coats of spray shellac or 
lacquer, allowing each to dry before 
the next, until you’ve built a protective 
coating over the lettering. Then you 

can shoot on a heavier coat to build 
the finish to your desired thickness. 
This is how I usually do it. 

Transfer tools are available from 
the usual outlets. I got mine from 
Woodcraft for about $23.

A transfer tool, rather like a soldering iron with a nickel on the tip.
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AAW NEWS

There’s lots happing inside the 
American Association of Woodturners 
(AAW) this month, and they’ve asked 
us to bring you up to date.

MEMbErShIp

Please join or renew your AAW 
membership now to make sure you 
can be included in the 2006 AAW 
Resource Directory.

New and renewing AAW mem-
bers will receive a Free Sharpening 
video. The DVD is one of the many 
benefits of 2006 AAW membership. 
The sharpening video will be sent 
with the 2006 Resource Directory in 
April, 2006. The title of the video is 
Woodturning: Fundamentals of Sharp-
ening Featuring Bonnie Klein, John 
Jordan, Bill Johnston and Alan Lacer. 

AAW 2006 SyMpoSIuM 
There will, as always, be a Chap-

ter Collaborative Challenge at the 
2006 AAW Symposium (June 22–24, 
Louisville, KY).  Each AAW chapter 
is invited to submit one collabora-
tive work created by as many chapter 
members as possible, with a mini-
mum of six participants. The rules, 
unchanged from 2005, are avail-
able on the AAW web site at www.
woodturner.org/sym/sym2006.

AAW is looking for volunteers 
to work with Team Leaders for the 
various committees supporting the 
2006 Symposium. Here’s a chance to 
get the best seat in the house if you 

serve as a demonstration assistant. 
Demo assistants must be able to help 
the demonstrator set up, run a video 
camer, and help clean up after the 
demonstrator.

“Step Up to the Plate” is the theme 
of the AAW’s next juried and invita-
tional exhibit, which will premiere at 
the 20th Annual AAW Symposium in 
Louisville, Kentucky, in June 2006. 
We invite AAW members to become 
a part of this exhibition with pieces 
that reflect: commitment, America’s 
favorite pastime, or other work this 
title inspires.

The show will open on June 21 
in conjunction with the symposium 
and will run through September 4 
at the Louisville Slugger Museum. 
Afterwards, the exhibition will be 
on display at the AAW Gallery at the 
Landmark Center in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, where it will be shown Septem-
ber 22–December 15, 2006. Following 
that, the show will travel to the Grove 
Arcade Arts and Heritage Gallery in 
Asheville, North Carolina. Arrange-
ments are being pursued for travel to 
additional venues.

This show of invited and juried 
woodturners is limited to AAW mem-
bers. A catalog is planned for this ex-
hibition that will contain a picture and 
description of each piece in the show. 

Walter helping load the trailer for Ard 
& Son.

It only took a few hours to fill our 
trucks and trailers. Some of us had 
eyes bigger than our trucks and had to 
leave some wood behind …. Oh darn.

It was fun to visit Walter and get 
right in the middle of a Walnut Or-
chard.

Once home we had to deal with 
our treasures. All that wood for a 24” 
bowl!

This was a great experience for 
all and mostly a dream come true for 
Woodturners.

Pres Sez, continued from page 2
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STAFF REPORTS

rIch JohNSoN (prESIDENt)
We’ve ordered parts to repair 

our lathe cart, and will need to do 
some work on it at an upcoming Saw-
dust Session.

The Utah Symposium is sched-
uled for June 15th–17th, 2006, on the 
BYU campus in Provo, UT. It’s time 
to sign up and reserve a room. SVW 
members will do car caravans to Utah, 
and people can share motel rooms. We 
usually drive on Tuesday to be there in 
time for the big Craft Supplies sale on 
Wednesday morning (June 14th). Then 
there are demo sessions throughout 
the Symposium, often a party at Mike 
Mahoney’s house, and a barbecue and 
tailgate sale Friday night. There’s also 
a spectacular Instant Gallery.

crAIg thorSoN (trEASurEr)
INCOME
 Raffle $44
 Membership $250
 Library $24

EXPENSES
 Demo $50
 Food for Xmas Party $73 

SPENDABLE BAL.  $1018.42
Save your Woodcraft receipts for 

Craig, who can use them to earn dis-
counts for the club.

DIck pIckErINg (AppArEl)
We have hats and patches, as well 

as iron on transfers. See Dick. Be sure 
to wear your SVW insignia when you 
work shows as an SVW staffer.

Al gorE (lIbrArIAN)
We have eight or nine new videos, 

most donated by Fred Wray. They 
include Raffan’s Hollowing Endgrain, 
a couple Chris Stott videos, a Bonnie 
Klein video, and others. Al will post 
the list on our Yahoo group site.

phIl roybAl

(seC’y/editor)
Nine people earned Ironman 

badges for this past year’s efforts. 
A new badge design also recognizes 
those who’ve made the effort two 
years in a row. 

Pay your dues 
by February 1st. We 
will purge our mem-
bership rolls after 
the February meet-
ing. To renew, pay 
your dues ($25) to 
Craig Thorson.

Other Business
upcoMINg DEMoS

Stuart King will put on an all-day 
demonstration on April 22nd, and 
Bonnie Klein will do the same on 
April 30th. Bonnie will also run a two-
day, hands on class on April 26th and 
27th. Demos are $30, including lunch, 
and the class is $200. See Ayman 
Sayed to sign up.

NEW fAcES

Dave Fines, a Virginian now 
living in Saratoga, was our guest at 
the meeting. Dave has some turning 
experience.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to 
polish. An all day class. Book avail-
able. Sign up now. (408) 254-8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR
January
�0-��nd

Santa Clara Home and Garden Show.

February
�st

Regular club meeting.

��–��th

San Mateo Home and Garden Show

March
�st

Regular club meeting.

April
�th

Regular club meeting.

��nd

Day-long demonstration by Stuart 
King at Rich Johnson’s Woodturning 
Center.

��-��rd

Santa Clara Woodworking Show

��th,	��th

Bonnie Klein hands on class at Rich 
Johnson’s Woodturning Center.

�0th

Day-long demonstration by Bonnie 
Klein at Rich Johnson’s Woodturning 
Cen
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IIronmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2006. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A green bar 
in the chart below means that person 
has completed the Challenge project 

for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner to 

claim your Ironman badge. You just 
need to participate. Make something 
in our Challenge theme and bring it to 
the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail Phil 
at prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

IroNMAN chAllENgES for 2006:
Feb.  Turning under 2"
Mar.  Treen
Apr.  With Bark
May  Top
Jun.  Glued
Jul.  With Stem
Aug.  Hollowed
Sept.  With Lid
Oct.  Altered
Nov.  With Holes
Dec.  Gift

J F M M J J OSA NA D

Bob Bowers

Steven Dahout

Lloyd Frisbee

Rebecca Frisbee

Jim Gott

Rich Johnson

Dick Pickering

Mike Pogue

Steve Rosenthal

Phil Roybal

Mike Rude

Ayman Sayed

Craig Thorson

Michael Wiley

NOTE
It’s not too late! Didn’t have time to 

make a badge for January? Make one now 
and bring it to the February meeting or a 
Sawdust Session and get in the running.


