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Tops in tops
 

Category   Places

Smallest   Glenn, Harry

Biggest   Phil, Tom

Upside Down   Brian

Finger Spinning  Marcus, Herb

Most Unusual/Prettiest Grant

Longest Spinning – any method 

Phil 27:36
Gary 21:25
Dick 12:50
Don 8:45

Phil Roybal’s
award winning 
top.
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Dale Larson was just here for a demo.  Not too many people attended.  Our head 
count was down again.  We voted to have this demo; many people raised their hands 
at the meeting saying they would come, less than half of what we planned for 
showed/signed up.  Why?  What changed?  It looks like the same thing is happening 
for our annual picnic.  Why?  We all raised our hands we wanted it and would attend.  
There are not many signed up for this either, WHY what changed?  

Pres Challenge: Have you figured out your Multi Axis turning?  This 
photo is one of my most favorite turnings.  It was hollowed all the 
way down so that both sides are joined – open on the inside.  This 
project took a special chuck made by McNaughton with an 
adjustable faceplate and a lot of patience.  It was a piece of 

Southern Magnolia 12” x 12”d. 

Our next Pres Challenge is: Textured.  One of the textured pieces I 
turned was used for the advertizing for the AAW symposium.  I 
made grooves inside and out to texture the surface.  The piece was 
Olive 8” x 9”d.   

 

The Dale Larson demo was a good one and there was a lot of new 
and old information we picked up on.  He does things different than 
most of us and we were able to see a different way to create a bowl.  
Even his finish and finish process was different and new to some of 
us.  Of course I can’t leave this without saying: he brought a chuck 

to show us that I do not have! (Yet). It is the “Vicmarc Oval chuck”.  
This chuck is very large, very heavy, and very expensive.  Retail it 
goes for $2000.  I did get to try it out.  I found it somewhat difficult to 
use.  You only could cut from one place and got into trouble if you 
moved away from that spot.  The end results were different from our      
normal type of turnings.   

Don’t forget there is a Challenge for the Picnic and it is: A turning “H & W” Bigger than 
a baseball. ……… Using “PLYWOOD” only!   

Keep it round   

PRES SEZ
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Next Month...
Join us Wednesday, June 52nd, at 7 P.M., 

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 14979 
Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee 
Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left 
and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “Multi Axis ”

David Feind will perform magic at this 
month’s meeting.  Join us and see him 
turn a goblet into a scoop.  No rabbits 
required.

Gary’s
Dick’s

Don’s
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 
    Toy   A “Top” is NoT AccepTAble!

1. Rich Johnson – Created a kaleidoscope.  
Rich says that none of the stores sell parts any-
more.  Wood is Cherry with 50 50 finish.

2. Herb Green – Has seven-month-old twin 
grandbabies.  Herb made some simple rattles, no 
finish, mystery wood.

3. Dick Pickering – Also made a baby rattle 
which is filled with popcorn kernels that are 
completely enclosed (for child safety), and fin-
ished with mineral oil.

4. Michael Wiley – For his between centers 
makeup, Michael turned a French rolling pin 
from Maple with no finish.  For May, he turned 
a Yo-Yo.  His wife said it was a YO when half fin-
ished. Mystery wood.  

5. Becky Frisbee – Also turned baby rattles, 
using the banister or penalty wood from John 
Whittier.    She made the rattle big enough so 
that it won’t go into a baby’s mouth.  Inside the 
rattle are bells.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 5

6. Jim Benson – Created (turned is not an ad-
equate word) a Coyote riding a motorcycle; all of the 
parts turn.  The finish is 50 50.  The Coyote has no 
arms; he was in a hunting accident.

7. Ard Sealy – Turned a classic Ball and Cup toy.  
Ard tried to demonstrate and we’ll just leave it at 
that. .   The wood is Alder which is porous; hence the 
finish includes sanding sealer and 4 coats of 50 50.  

8. Phil Roybal – Several years ago someone de-
moed inside outside turning.  Phil showed a penalty 
oak baby rattle turned inside out and finished with 
Mahoney’s walnut oil for safety.  The balls are paint-
ed with non-toxic coloring.

9. Bob Gerenser – Found a set of plans in wood-
working magazine.  Although the project was meant 
to be flatwork, Bob turned disks and other parts.    
The toy rolls and “claps”.  

10. Johnny Alias  – Showed us “my” toy.  Johnny 
created a bugle from Walnut, Cherry, and Olive 
with a 50 50 finish.  The bugle is hollow all the way 
through.    He turned the two end pieces as you 
would turn a bracelet.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 6

11. Ron Geren – For the April makeup for be-
tween centers, Ron turned a darning egg from 
penalty wood.  For May, Ron, in collaboration 
with his wife (she designed), Ron made a doll 
with joints, etc.

12. Harry Levin – Informed us that he had 
trouble getting a handle on this project (LOL).  
Harry turned toy cymbals.  They are polished 
with EEE and shellac wax.

13. Tom Schmida – Belongs to The Santa 
Cruz toymakers club (or his wife belongs?) 
They use scroll saws, etc. and make items for 
donation.   Tom presented, made from 2x6 
mahogany, a toy car.   He made 4 at once. The 
wheels he did not turn.

14. Brian Butler– Turned two projects.  First 
is a Yo-Yo from Olive and Manzanita burl and 
the second is a train whistle.  The whistle re-
quired several difficult cuts to make.  The whis-
tle wood includes Cherry burl, Purple Heart, 
Burmese Blackwood, and Silver Maple. And it 
works!

15. Howard Cohen – Turned a Yo-Yo as well 
from Cherry and Ebony, no finish.

16. Marcus Moody – Made a rattle (bottle 
brush and beeswax finish) with a storyboard 
showing each of the steps in making the rattle.
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17. Mike Lanahan – Announced that in Sep-
tember he would be a grandfather.  So he 
made a Purple Heart rattle with cutting board 
finish so that it is non-toxic.  He buffed with a 
buffing wheel and now has one less Allen
 wrench.

18. Allen Thomas – As a makeup for April’s 
between centers challenge, Allen turned foot-
massaging tool.  For this week, he observed 
that kids have rubber stamps so he made a 
holder for a rubber stamp that broke.

19. Scott – Turned “toys” (that’s what is says 
on the sign up sheet).  In this case, toys equals 
a Yo-Yo from Scrap wood.  Scott told us that 
Yo-Yo’s originally came from the Philippines.    
Then he made a larger Walnut Yo-Yo.    It is 
laser engraved with a 50 50 finish.  And Scott 
made a cup and ball for his grandson.  This 
took 2 tries.  One is a dowel and one is solid.

20. Charlie Belden– Described a project that 
fought him the whole way - Marbles and rings 
based on Jennifer Shirley inspired wish bowls.  
Siegfried Schreiber, a German turner also does 
similar things (he even looks a bit like Charlie).

21. Gary Keogh brought in a toy cow.

Continued from page 7
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Show and Tell
1. Herb Green – Showed 2 top boxes with a 
Corian center.  One has a walnut finish.  He is told 
you make these for executives.  And the box top is 
a top!

2. Becky Frisbee – Showed a couple of tops or 
lids for little jars with a Crystal coat finish.

3. Ard Sealy – Showed a large straight sided 
bowl from Norfolk Island Pine and finished with 
50 50.

4. Bob Gerenser – Showed an olive top he 
bought in Greece.  Also bought an olive poker.

5. Ron Geren – Reminded us that he showed 
shaving brushes a couple months ago so his wife 
asked about brushes for women.  So tonight he 
is showing Kabuki makeup brushes.  Challenge is 
that his wife said the brush needs to sit upright on 
a counter and not be too bulky.  And it must be 
a design that accommodates short stubby brush 
(compared to shaving brush). This was a bit of a 
challenge because his supplier only provides one 
diameter. The finish is Tung oil.
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6. Brian Butler - Showed large material spools he 
gets at work and which he uses for a spray stand with 
lazy Susan hardware on the bottom.  He has 4 to give 
away tonight.  Also, Brian showed an olive natural 
edge bowl he started 4 years ago.  He said he pretty 
much did everything wrong.  He even threw it away 
but his 6-year-old son rescued it.  So now with bet-
ter tools and SVW friends, he finished it.  It is finished 
with a Lacquer spray.

7. Tom Schmida – Showed a Walnut bowl.  Mike 
Mahoney cut out the blank in Provo.  The blank had 
a knot which tried to fall out and he glued it back in.  
The bowl is finished with 3 coats of Tung oil.  Also a 
neighbor cut down an oak tree and Tom got a crotch 
piece from which he made another bowl.  But he had 
trouble with his vacuum chuck.

8. Doug Ryan – Showed a “rattle back”.  If you spin 
the rattle back in one direction, everything is fine.  
But spin it in the other direction and it starts to flutter 
up and down and then spin the other direction (CC).  
Google rattle back.

No picture;

9. Charlie Belden – Showed us that a laser can do 
gray scale low relief carving.    The depth of cut de-
termines shades of gray.  He made patterns in Photo-
shop then used the laser.  E.g. images of mountains 
that are grayscale that you can use to create low relief 
carving.  Examples are in Redwood.

Continued from page 11
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 

you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648
Jim Benson        (831) 475-5615

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Jim Benson’s Crafty Coyote
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STAFF REPORTSRIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

AAW symposium will be in the Bay area in 

2012.  Dale Larson asked if we would like to 

help.  They hire vendors but use club people as 

gophers.  We may be used as a source for wood, 

etc.  More news to follow.  The Symposium has 

never been in bay area before.  7 clubs in area.  

Undecided where they might hold this in the bay 

area.

Herb Green(VP/Programs)

NO deMOs dUe tO laCk Of INterest

CraIG thOrsON (treasUrer)
Treasury reports are available to members. 

See Craig.

Phil Roybal (LIbRaRIaN)

Everything available in the library is listed on the 

yahoo group site.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. Sew-on 

patches are $5. Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 

when you work shows such as the Woodworking show 

as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)

Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club member needs 

a get-well card, a new-member info packet, or some 

other contact from the club.

Other Business

  

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

June: Multi Axis                     
July: Textured
Aug: Sculptured
Sept: Faceplate (only)
Oct: Treen 
Nov: Collaborated       
Dec: Seasonal “Ornament” or ”Gift” is NOT Acceptable!

2010 President’s Challenges
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A blue bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2010 chaLLENgES

June; Multi-Axis

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


