
Pepper Mill Demo  
by Norm Robinson 

Norm shared his peppermill design and construc-

tion techniques with us.  He showed how he glues 

up small remnants to form a blank, and avoids 

having to buy turning blanks, as well as the glue-

up clamping method, jigs, fixtures, drill bits used, 

grinder mechanism, fluting, and finishing, and 

engraving techniques he uses.  Get grinding. 
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Ard present-

ed a plaque 

to Rich 

Johnson in 

recognition 

for his out-

standing 

service to the 

Silicon Val-

ley 

Woodturners 

club as our 

founder and 

past president from 1998 to 2011.  The walnut and maple 

plaque was laminated by Mike, and engraved by Ard and 

Marcus.  Rich was subsequently made our 1st lifetime mem-

ber, by unanimous vote. 

www.svwoodturners.orgwww.svwoodturners.orgwww.svwoodturners.org   

Rich Johnson Recognized David Springett - May 15 Demo 

David Springett started the idea of creat-

ing objects he called streptohedrons which 

he describes in his book "Woodturning 

full circle".   He uses a heptagonal star 

which is turned to create a cone. This is 

then sliced in half and rotated and stuck 

together again.  There are two possible 

heptagonal stars. This one is formed by 

joining the next but one vertices, ie 1 to 3 

to 5 and so on. 

He has carefully prepared His work to be able to demonstrate all of 

the above within a one day demo.  He will not waste your time with 

excessive wood shavings, sanding, polishing or finishing work.  He 

will get right down to the important details. During the demo there 

will be something for everyone, from the beginner to the experi-

enced. See more at his web site: www.davidspringett.fws1.com 



We had a great pre-meeting dinner at the Hickory Pit restau-

rant.   Those unable to attend might want to attend this next 

meeting night.  It was great to have Herb Green join us after his 

35 day stay in the hospital. 

The first meeting at the Frist Congregational Church went 

well.  The larger space seemed to be comfortable but required 

me to speak louder.  I want to thank Johnny and Milt for the 

great job they did setting up for the meeting and the cleanup af-

ter.  The coffee was nice to have.  Don‘t forget if you drink the 

coffee; please make a contribution to the coffee fund. 

There seems to be some confusion as to what the President‘s 

Challenge is each month.  Since the church already has a meet-

ing the first Wednesday each month, we selected the last 

Wednesday to try and keep our schedule as close to unchanged 

as possible.  That said, the challenge for the next meeting is Hol-

low Form, the May challenge just moved up one week.  So, the 

meeting the last Wednesday of May will be the June challenge, 

the last Wednesday of June will be the July challenge, and so 

forth.  The challenge definition and dates on the Ironman chart.  

There will not be a meeting the last Wednesday of November, as 

the Holiday Party will take its place.  There is no meeting the last 

Wednesday of December.   In 2012, the January meeting will be 

held the last Wednesday of January, back on schedule. 

There was a great participation in the President‘s Challenge 

with several members 

doing makeups.  I will 

be changing the 

presentation process at 

the next meeting.  I 

will call up the pre-

senter and I will also 

announce the next pre-

senter.  As the present-

er moves to the front 

with their turning, dur-

ing the picture taking 

time, the next present-

er advances to the 

turning table where 

they will be able to 

observe the presenta-

tion.   

 See you at the next meeting, where TOP NIGHT is the pro-

gram.  Let us all have fun spinning our tops. 

 
Stay turning, 

Ard 

 

Join us Wednesday, April 27, (last 

Wednesday of month) at 7 P.M., Fellowship Hall 

(red arrow on satellite view to right) of The First 

Congregational Church of San Jose, located at 

Hamilton and Leigh, 1980 Hamilton Avenue, San 

Jose, CA 95125.  Chairs provided.  

Bring your items for President‘s Challenge 

& Show and Tell.  We all learn together.  

“May” President's Challenge: Hollow Form  

It is also “Top Night”, so bring your tops 

and get ready to spin the night away. 
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TOP NIGHT at SVWoodturners is always a lot of fun, and we 

are looking for many long running tops.  But there are several 

categories to compete in and everyone will be a winner. So get 

you minds working on the top of your choice and plan on at-

tending on April 27th in our new meeting place at the corner of 

Leigh Ave and Hamilton Ave in San Jose.   

Following are the competitive categories: 

 

Best Looking 

Largest 

Smallest 

Most unusual 

Longest Spin 

Open Division 

String pull 

Finger start 



This video is converted from VHS tape, 

but the quality is very good, and the close-

up shots offer nice detail. There are a cou-

ple spots where the video stops. You just 

need to advance it a few frames and it‘s 

fine again. 

This is a good introduction to spindle turn-

ing. Ray starts out talking about roughing 

out and body mechanics—how to hold the 

tool for best effect. He uses a wide, Euro-

pean-style spindle gouge in his first demo. 

Then he shows how to transition from 

square to round, as one would for table 

legs. Ray uses a ½‖ spindle gouge for this. 

He makes his initial cut far from the in-

tended end of the square section, and 

creeps back toward it with small cuts to 

keep the square corners from splintering. 

Ray moves next to caliper exercises, to 

size pieces exactly and reproduce shapes 

on multiple pieces. Then he shows what he 

calls ―the most forgiving skew chisel in the 

world‖—a 3/8‖ skew. This tool is narrow 

enough that he‘s able to cut anywhere on 

the blade, even at the long point, without it 

catching. Don‘t try this with a wide skew! 

He uses this tool throughout the video, and 

it‘s very effective and forgiving. I might 

have to get one to try. 

Ray shows his approach to turning beads 

with his narrow skew chisel. He cuts in a 

defining line at each side of what will be 

the bead, then turns the skew on its side 

and uses it as a wide parting tool in a peel-

ing cut to remove the waste between 

beads. Then he just rolls the tool to cut the 

bead. His are symmetrical, and he makes it 

look easier than it is for novices. 

After taking us through all the basic 

shapes, Ray demonstrates more complicat-

ed shapes such as the tulip, which com-

bines concave and convex shapes. He em-

phasizes planning and marking, then grad-

ually approaching the marks so the shapes 

are predictable. 

Ray spends a lot of time demonstrating the 

exact motions required to get nice beads 

and transitions, instead of the pointy cones 

some of us get. He shows how tool and 

body motion work together to produce a 

harmonious and flowing shape, where con-

cave blends into convex in a fair curve, 

with no bumps. Wherever he can, Ray 

finishes his shapes with his narrow skew, 

getting a great surface. 

This is a worthwhile watch, with good 

introductory information and tips that will 

help more experienced turners as well. 

 

Check it out at the SVW Library! 
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“A Course in Spindle Turning”, Ray Jones,  #123 

By Phil Roybal 

From the SVW Library 



 

Ard clarified that future challenges will not 

be more about semantics; in particular chal-

lenges are for turning not interpreting am-

biguous phrases.  Tonight‘s challenge is 

―egg‖ and there were no challenges to the 

requirements. 

Harry Levin made an egg 

salad bowl from Ash, fin-

ished with lacquer, and in-

corporating an eggshell inlay.    

But just to be challenge 

―proof‖ he also made an egg 

to put inside the bowl - be-

cause he wasn‘t sure if the 

inlay would qualify and pass. 

Harry also took his rejected 

4x4 submission and made a 

dyed piece with a base from 

the 4x4.  

President’s Challenge 
 

Egg 

Dean Adkins turned a 

―Pytlege Egg‖ (aka Chris 

Pytlik) from Big Leaf 

Maple and Box Elder for 

the stand.  The egg will be 

finished with lacquer - 

this has not been done yet. 

The stand or base has a 

Sherwood black dye at 

full strength.  As a backup 

Dean made a burning wire with eggs on each end. 
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Herb Green 

showed an egg that 

he made a couple 

of months ago for his grand daughter‘s school 

project.  His granddaughter rejected the first 

egg because it was too large; this is the 2nd at-

tempt.  Wood is penalty wood.   Welcome back 

Herb! 

Jim Benson turned an ―egg on a plate‖ (a fried egg) 

from magnolia and finished it with Mylands Sanding 

Sealer.  He also turned an egg and accompanying eggcup.  

For this chal-

lenge, Craig 

Thorson 

turned a hard 

boiled egg 

from Ash and 

finished with 

Deft.  The egg 

is AA. 

Norm Robinson said he was in a bit of a hurry, 

but he turned an egg from Amboyna Burl and did 

a Beal buffing system finish  



 

Tom Schmida‘s February Makeup is 

from a 75 year old Redwood fence post, 

Tom turned a hollow form as a possible 

prototype for using a 4x4 piece of Twiya 

brought back from Lebanon by his 

daughter.   The finish is 50/50.  For this 

month‘s challenge, Tom made a ‗fried 

egg coaster‖.  The yolk is Smoke Tree 

plus a tint of acrylic yellow and the 

coaster wood is unknown.  The finish is 

50/50.  To be challenge ―safe‖, Tom also did 

a traditional egg from Mahogany with a hole 

on the bottom for a tail of the mouse this is 

intended to become - later.  

Rich 

Johnson 

found 

some eggs 

Soren Berger turned 

out in like 20 minutes.  

For his project, Rich 

made ―breakfast‖, a 

fried egg on a plate 

with box elder for the 

plate, Holly (egg white) and Olive (yoke) for the egg, and 

Zebra wood for the bacon.  The finish is Deft.  

For his Feb 4x4 makeup Ron Geren made 2 pieces- is this chal-

lenge ―shy‖ or what?  The first piece is a laminated vase inspired 

by the look of a nuclear plant cooling towers.  It is Birch Ply, 

Bubinga, and Cherry.  It was originally supposed to be hollowed 

but did not turn out so good so just glued on a 

top.  The second piece is a Chinese urn topped 

with a Palm wood button dyed with boot black. 

For April, Ron, in collaboration with his wife, 

who did the painting, created an egg from maple 

along with a Black Limba eggcup, finished with 

sanding sealer and acrylic paint.  The egg started 

as a spindle turning with a tenon, then reverse 

chucked and completed. 
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Becky Frisbee turned two little tiny 

eggs with clear coat and paint. Becky 

also turned fried eggs. 

Gary Keogh (Bob presenting for Gary 

showed an Apple wood ring and said it is a 

goose egg.  The Webster definition of a 

goose egg is a zero.  It is finished with 

sanding sealer.   



 

Mike Lanahan, based on 

his interests as a SCUBA 

diver, turned an artistic 

interpretation of Nudi-

branch eggs. Mike brought 

along a picture of this sea 

creature‘s ribbon like egg 

structure.  The wood is 

Maple and the finish is natural.  But, 

again, to be challenge ―proof‘, Mike 

also created a ―Sunny side up egg serv-

ing‖ from Maple and yellow heart, fin-

ished with water based poly for the egg 

white and oil based poly (to enhance the 

Yellow Heart) for the yoke.  The Maple 

white was bleached before finishing.  

Bob Gerenser turned an egg from Urban Forest (i.e. 

a branch in his wood pile) and finished with wipe on 

Poly.  This egg fits the holder he made for last 

month‘s challenge. 

Phil Roybal turned an 

Easter egg with a Celtic 

knot design, finished 

with sanding sealer and 

friction polish.  The lamination is Maple plus Anigre 

veneer.  Phil observed that yellow glue creeps; the sur-

face was flush when he finished but due to glue creep did 

not stay flush.  He said he should have used epoxy.  
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Dick Pickering‘s March 4x4 makeup is a Bubinga bowl 

with square 4x4 sides with the bowl in the center of a 

block protruding from the bottom.  It is finished with 2 

coats of sanding sealer, 2 coats of 50/50 and buffed with 

the Beal system. 

His February Stemmed makeup borrowed from Gary 

Keogh‘s wine glass and made a stemmed goblet from 

California Bay Laurel and finished with CA.  The glass 

goblet was purchased at the ―Dollar Store‖.  The stem 

was scored and snapped off leaving enough to attach a 

turned wood stem.  The wood stem was drilled to fit the glass stub on the goblet.  The open-

ing had to be enlarged to fit the tapered stub.  The ―stem‖ was then turned to a pleasing 

shape.  The wood was not an attractive color when turned, so Dick dyed it a rich dark brown 

using a ―marks-a-lot‖ felt marking pen.  The glass goblet was glued to the stem using DAP 

clear silicon adhesive. 

Dick‘s walnut egg, finished with 2 coats of sanding sealer, 2 coats of 50/50 and buffed with 

the Beal system, is an exact duplicate of a chicken egg from his refrigerator.  He used his 

―copycat‖ to do that.  

Don Bianucci at first thought an egg would be too easy so maybe 

something with carving but he then put that aside.  Instead he 

turned a green egg on a stand.  The woods are Maple and Black 

Walnut.  The egg is painted; the stand is finished with sanding 

sealer.  Don indicated that his inspiration is from Green Eggs and 

Ham children‘s story; at least, that‘s his story and he‘s sticking to 

it.  There is a small hole in the bottom so that he could hang and 

spray finish.  



 

John Whittier turned (his wife said do one 

for their grand kids) Easter eggs from 

various woods.  He didn‘t like first egg 

and played with the form for a while until 

he got better.  The eggs will be finished 

with EEE and the 

grandchildren 

names will be la-

sered on the sur-

face. 

Marcus 

Moody  

made an 

Easter bas-

ket, or to be 

more pre-

cise, turned 

a number  

(16) of eggs 

from various 

woods, fin-

ished with 

wax, and 

placed in a store bought basket (the real basket is in pieces all 

over his floor).  The 1st few eggs were acorn shape until he got 

the hang of it. 
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Howard Cohen turned several egg 

boxes from Walnut and Fruitwood.  

The larger Fruitwood box was filled 

with popcorn and glued together, mak-

ing a future toy for the new Grand-

daughter. The finish is sanding sealer 

and friction polish. 

The eggs just kept getting bigger and 

bigger.  Johnny Alias turned a large 

egg from Spalted Maple and finished 

with sanding sealer and 4 coats of 

spray Urethane.  The egg comes 

apart (it was first turned to an egg 

shape and then 

split into two piec-

es) and there is an 

Easter bunny in-

side. 

Colin MacKenzie made a ―Salt shaker 

(egg) in an egg cup‖ from Black Aca-

cia and finished with 50/50.  Colin 

took vote on soft-boiled egg and eggcups; namely which end 

goes down – the pointed end or the other end.  Apparently he 

had a dispute with Thelma. 

Ard-Sealey 

made several 

attempts at 

turning a natu-

ral finished 

walnut egg and 

showed his1st 

attempt, and his 

2nd attempt, and 

then his 3rd 

attempt – this 

time from his 

own lathe 

which is finally 

working at his 

place now.  



 

Lonnie Hurst didn‘t know how to 

make an egg so he did some re-

search.  He made the forms from the 

article in 3 sizes and the tools out of 

PVC and lock straps.  SVWT had the 

President‘s Challenge of an egg and 

BAWT had a challenge of a spindle 

so he combined the two projects and 

made an egg and the egg stand.  He 

was able to sell them at the Intel 

Arts& Crafts Show for $40 as a set 

(kept the tools/patterns.)  
Egg, Egg Stand and tools to finish 

eggs .  Cherry Egg, Walnut Egg 

Spindle with marble stand , sanding 

sealer and wipe on poly  
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Forgotten Woods LLC 

By Bob Gerenser 
 

On a recent trip to Santa Barbara we exited scenic 

Hwy 101 at Atascadero to visit Forgotten Woods, 

LLC. I remembered seeing an advertisement for them 

in a wood turning magazine and decided that the next 

trip ―down‖, I would stop in. They are located only a 

few minutes off the highway on Via Avenue and it is a detour 

worth taking. 

Forgotten Woods business model is to buy reclaimed wood 

from agricultural and mining land in Peru that has been legally 

cleared by authorization of the Peruvian government. This re-

claimed wood, much of which would have been burned in place 

or merely abandoned, contains rare and exotic hardwoods, out-

side the scope of commercial lumber. 

The large warehouse holds pallets of milled architectural beams, 

shelves of book-matched musical instrument blanks, tables of 

spindle stock and pen blanks and, my favorite, bins of tree 

hunks. There are burls and stumps and sections of 

trunks. The wood in the bins is priced by the pound, 

some as little as $1.75 per lb. and some not marked. 

I bought an eleven pound chunk of Pashaco Rojo, a 

very dry and fairly hard and figured wood that has a 

bright red veining running through it. This piece has, 

so far, yielded a six in diameter bowl that I had envi-

sioned as being a eight inch diameter hollow form. 

Along with the red vein there were also a couple of 

deep cracks that thwarted my lofty goals. 

Call ahead if you plan on visiting as they seem to keep a rather 

casual schedule, (805) 460-6311 or check them out  them @ 

www.ForgottenWoods.net. 

 

6528 Via Ave. 

Atascadero, California 93422 

Telephone: 805.460.6311 

Fax: 805.460.6311 

Email: shop@ForgottenWoods.net 

mailto:shop@ForgottenWoods.net


 

Jeff Thorson 

turned a Maple 

eggcup, finished 

with 50/50 on 

someone‘s metal 

lathe.  Jeff de-

scribed the piece 

as square foot, left

-handed.  Jeff also 

showed a maple 

pen finished with 

50/50.  The pen 

has 3 grooves.  

Don Bianucci – Showed us his 2nd attempt at 

a segmented plate; he did one last month.  

The large sections are red oak and the re-

mainder is Morgan Hill Black Walnut.  He 

used an American Pecan 

stain, sanding sealer, and 

wax.  Don had trouble 

with 50/50 finish so he re-

sanded and sprayed. 

Colin MacKenzie turned a natural 

edge candy dish from Cherry and 

finished with wipe on Poly.  
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Rich Johnson, 

by means of a 

demonstration 

(showed us a 

dirty one) re-

minded us to 

change our air 

filter on our 

vacuum chuck 

systems.  

Becky Frisbee turned a Corian 

necklace with a resin plastic 

polish. 

Bob Gerenser 

showed us a 

―nut bowl‖ from 

Pashaco Rojo 

and finished 

with Shellac followed by wipe on Poly.  This wood is 

an exotic hardwood from the Andes of Peru and pur-

chased from Forgotten Woods in Atascadero. 



 

Oscar Wittrock explained that this 

project started at Jack Todd‘s 

trashcan.  It was tossed because the 

wood was green and after rough turn-

ing the thickness was uneven.  Well, 

Oscar could care less.   The result is 

a Peppertree natural edge bowl fin-

ished with sanding sealer and Tripoli 

wax. 
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John Whittier experiment-

ed with a branch from 

cork wood and turned a 

―propeller bowl‖.  He 

made 3 from Corkwood 

and one from Black Wal-

nut.  The finish is 2 coats 

of wipe on Poly. 

If people want to go together and buy pipettes, I use pipettes for applying CA glue, and the glue can be 
stored in the pipette for weeks without going off.  I get them from Lab Safety Supply 
 
http://www.labsafety.com/ 
 
I bought a box of 500 pipettes for a bit over $20 about 3 years ago, and don't think that I will ever run out.  
The pipette I use for CA glue is a non-sterile #BB1-16967 on page 1694 of their catalog: 
 
http://www.labsafety.com/catalog/Safety-Industrial-BB1/F/1726 
 
The cost is $26.70 for a box of 50 now. 
 
Dean Adkins 

Tom mentioned that he had trouble with 

bounty paper towels.  Do not use paper 

towels with ink or designs incorporated.  

http://www.labsafety.com/
http://www.labsafety.com/catalog/Safety-Industrial-BB1/F/1726


 

Page 11 

Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? Have you changed phone num-

bers? We are trying to update our roster and found many things have changed over the 

year. If you have changed, let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

Stihl 14” Chain Saw—011-AVT-14‖  Excellent condition, Starts easily. 

Glenn Krueg, (510) 797-9046, gkrueg@sbcglobal.net, 

 

DeWalt 10” Radial Arm Saw, Model 7770, in great shape..  Never been raced or 

wrecked.  Make me an offer.  No reasonable, and probably not unreasonable offer re-

fused.  Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you don’t use anymore, just laying around the shop 

taking up space.  E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you‘d like to share?  

  

Have a problem for which you need advice?   

 

Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this section to 

MikeLan@aol.com 



 President (Ard)-  Ard presented, on behalf of our chapter, a plaque to Rich Johnson honoring his service to the club from 1998 – 

2011.  Mike, Ard and Marcus made the plaque.   

 

In addition, a motion was made, seconded, and approved to make Rich our 1st honorary lifetime member.  The approval was unani-

mous and followed by applause. 

President‘s Challenge – Ard clarified that future challenges will not be more about semantics; in particular challenges are for turning 

not interpreting ambiguous phrases.  Tonight‘s challenge is ―egg‖ and there were no challenges to the requirements. 

 

 VP/Program Director (Grant) 

 Tonight is our own Norm Robinson demonstrating pepper mills. 

 Next month is top night. 

 On 5/15, David Springett will demonstrate his woodturning ―wizardry.‖  The price of $850 is a bit higher than we usually pay 

and only 14 signed up so far and very few people raised their hands whether the price is 45, 30 or free.  A number of ideas such as 

bring our own lunches, were floated to better amortize the costs but no decision was made.  The location is Rich‘s.  We do need sig-

nups ASAP to know actual count so we can let Dave know ahead of time. We may invite other clubs. 

 The May 25 meeting program is Dave Lambert. 

 The summer BBQ will be at Rich‘s on 7/16.  The picnic will have a challenge (trembleur). 

 A shop tour will take place on Saturday, September 24th.  The tour will start at Mike‘s and end at Grant‘s. 

 Newsletter (Mike) – Summarized that the website team has been active.  There will be content owners.  It was moved, seconded, 

and approved that we allocate an extra $10/month for 3 months for space so that Charlie can develop the new website presence.  

We talked about the logo that is in our flyer.  We may instigate a logo contest.  Rich said it took 3 years to get the existing logo. 

 Secretary (Howard) – Will send an email to get spouse‘s names for rosters. 

 Library (Phil) – library is here. 

 Treasurer (Craig) –Gave balances. 

 Ways and Means (John) – For the raffle, there are 24 pieces, 4 or 5 are Cork Oak.  2nd raffle is our old demo lathe including cab-

inet and a couple of faceplates.  The raffle cost is $5 a ticket, and it will be raffled at the summer picnic. You don‘t have to be present 

to win.  The 3rd raffle (and John will show some examples at the next meeting) is basically the turnings hanging at Rich‘s from the 

many paid demonstrators.  This raffle, too, is $5 a ticket. It was decided to send an email to the club membership on how to do this; 

e.g. should it be a raffle, auction, etc.  The idea is to raise as much money as possible for the club 

 Sunshine (Becky)- 

 Webmaster (Charlie) – see newsletter 

 Property Management & Apparel (Bob & Gary.)  - Hats and badges available 

 Home & garden (Rich) – 

 Needs signups for the next show. Invited non-sellers to come down and see what is going on.  Participation requires colors 

AAW membership.  Fairgrounds, parking, free admission to participants 

 Also Rich shared that he is not moving right now because BofA is being sued; i.e. lawyers are blocking BofA from kicking them 

out.  Hence our demos can still be there.  And we can have our summer picnic there.  Rich thinks he will be there for at least a year. 

 Site Prep (Johnny & Milton) - 

.  

Other 

Old business 

 

a. Bob bowers showed picture of his neighbor‘s Delta lathe on sale for $300. 

b. Storage issues:  Marcus volunteered his RV space for trailer.  Ard is looking for someone to look for a 4x8 or recreational trailer 

for free, e.g. Craig‘s list, etc.  This trailer I not for pulling rather just for storage.  Nobody volunteered, sadly.  

 

New business 

 New member – Phil Davies.  Phil saw a woodturning booth and being close to retirement was looking for more to do 

(besides fishing, golf, etc) but something he could do indoors.  He is fascinated with woodworking and is here to join up tonight.  

Phil bought a used lathe. 

 

 Visitors -  
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie? Become a member of Silicon 

Valley Woodturners.  

We meet on the last Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details. Drop in at any meeting and check things out. To join, 

contact Ard Sealy (see contact list).  

Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners 
Membership Application 

Name        Date      

Address     

City     State       Zip     

Home #     E-Mail       

Type of Lathe     Are you a member of AAW Yes    No   

    Individual Membership $25.00                      Family Membership $35.00 

You can fill in the membership form before you come to the monthly meeting, or mail it and a check made out to 

SVW to: Craig Thorson 

  2325 Kehoe Ave 

  San Mateo, CA 94403 



2011 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  
 
V.P./Program Chair Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer Craig Thorson  (650) 678-1970 chomes@wwdb.org 
 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 
(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Home & Garden Show Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Apparel  Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Ways & Means John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582 charlieb@accesscom.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best. If your name‘s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in small-

er ways to manage some of 

the club‘s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles  

for the newsletter  

• Short articles for Chips & 

Chatter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need 

be.  Deadline is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please 

credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web 

site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we‘ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors  

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something 

new, or master a technique that just doesn‘t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485  

 Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chomes@wwdb.org
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:charlieb@accesscom.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

IRONMAN Rules 

• Entries must not have been shown before.  
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may 

bring it to a Sawdust Session, or to the follow-
ing meeting.  

• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, 
you must also show the current month’s Chal-
lenge piece.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the 
challenge are 
awarded coveted 
and distinctive 
IRONMAN name 
badges.  A blue 
bar in the accom-
panying chart 
means that per-
son has complet-
ed the project for 
the month indicat-
ed.  You needn’t 
be a great turner, 
you just need to 
participate.  Make 
something in our 
Challenge theme 
and bring it to the 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow overlooked your President’s 
Challenge entry, send me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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Adkins, Dean

Alias, Johnny

Benson,Jim

Bianucci, Don

Cohen, Howard

Frisbee, Becky

Geren, Ron

Gerenser,Bob

Gott, Jim

Green, Herb  

Hurst, Lonnie

Johnson, Rich 

Keogh,Gary

Lanahan, Mike

Landon, Scott

Levin, Harry

Mackenzie, Colin

Moody,Marcus

Pickering, Dick

Robinson, Norm

Roybal, Phil

Schmida,Tom

Sealy,Ard

Thorson, Craig

Westfall, Dick 

Whittier, John

Wiley, Michael


