
Tops, Tops, Tops …   By Bob Gerenser 

 

Colin Mackenzie was the big winner, claiming 

two titles! Colin won both the Largest Top cate-

gory as well as the Longest Spinning Top, Open 

Class, with a winning time of just over five 

minutes. Colin utilized a battery powered drill to 

bring his top up to speed.  

Colin graciously offered up his winnings, filled 

chocolate treats provided by Mackenzie’s Fine 

Chocolates, for raffle, with profits going to the 

club.  

Herb Green won in the Most Innovative  

category. 

 

Harry  

Levin took  

honors for  

smallest 

top. 

 

Ron Geren’s 52 second spin was enough to gar-

ner him first place in the Longest Spinning Finger 

Spun division. 

Glen Krug’s Rose Engine top claimed the prize 

for Most Colorful Top. (more photos, page 6) 
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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 6/6 

Utah Symposium 5/17-19 

AAW Symposium 6/8-10 

Picnic 7/21 

Segmented Symp. 8/18-21 

Olive Hyde Show11/30-12/2 

Holiday Party 12/5 

 

 

By Bob Gerenser 

 

Graeme Priddle put on a 

full day demonstration at 

Rich’s shop on May 5th. He 

has an easy-going and en-

gaging manner and spent 

the first part of the morning 

talking about the three ele-

ments of wood turning that 

he feels are fundamental: 

following wood grain, tool 

sharpening and understand-

ing tool bevel. Graeme 

strongly encouraged audience questions and participation in the 

discussion. He also told of how he likes his pieces to tell a story, 

“a part of his connection with the Maori culture” 

Graeme elected to show us 

how he lays out and prepares 

to turn one of his signature 

pieces, the Abalone Sculpture. 

By design this piece is all 

about off-center face plate 

turning and this created some 

challenges. Graeme went on 

to describe a couple of meth-

ods of doing off-center turn-

ing with less oscillating, but 

both methods were too time 

(continued on page 8)  

Ron, Harry, Herb and Glenn 

Brian, Colin and Rich 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Ard Sealy 

 

The May meeting was a great meeting for shar-

ing and fun.  The various methods employed to 

create legs on tunings provided us numerous 

ways from carving to the use of the table saw.  

Those of us who participated in the top night 

activities had a great time.  Thelma and Colin 

Mackenzie provide wonderful chocolates for 

everyone, with a molded relief of a lathe in the 

top.  They also provided the winners with out-

standing special combination chocolates.  Great 

thanks to Thelma and Colin. 

 

June is coming fast, the June meeting is June 6th and the AAW 

Symposium June 8-12, 2012.  Should you want to volunteer there 

are several areas that can use your help, check with John Whitti-

er, Rich Johnson, Dean Akins or Mike Lanahan.   

 

The Presidents Challenge for June is “A pierced turning”.  The 

piercing is to be done by the turner and not Mother Nature.  So 

have some fun, be creative and puts some holes in your turning. 

 

In July we will be having our annual club picnic.  At the picnic 

there is a President’s Challenge.  This challenge is the only chal-

lenge that is judged.  There is a $100 prize for the best turning.  

This year the challenge is to do a turning from 

wood provided.  There will be three pieces of 

wood that must be represented in the final piece.  

No other wood can be used in the turning.  Judg-

ing will be in five areas. 

 

Design 

Creativity 

Incorporation of the different woods 

Quality of turning 

Quality of the finish 

 

Each turning is required to have a write up that 

includes a title, description and finish.  The turn-

ers name is to be omitted.  No write up will cause the turning to 

be disqualified.  To provide wood to competitors I need each 

turner to sign up on the Club’s Yahoo Group site, failure to sign 

up by June 6th, will eliminate you from the competition.  At the 

June meeting I will have the wood available for those who have 

signed up.  If you sign up before the June meeting, but cannot 

attend, I will set aside the wood for you, and you just need to 

arrange the pick-up point and time. 

 

On May 8th the Board of Director’s held their quarterly meeting.  

One of the main topics was to develop a board directive for how 

to handle turnings left by Pro demonstrators.  There have been 

several inquiries whether there was an official rule.  Since there 

was not one, the Board made a resolution that attendees of Pro 

Turner Demonstrations will be given one raffle ticket (as part of 

the demonstration price).  The Pro turnings will be raffled off at 

the monthly club meetings, at which time everyone can buy tick-

ets also. 

 

Keep turning and have fun, 
 

Ard Sealy 
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Join us Wednesday, June 6 (FIRST Wednesday of  the month) 

at 7 P.M., The Eagle Lodge, 1036 Lincoln Ave., San Jose, CA 

95125, located between Willow and Coe on the East side of the 

street.  There is parking on both sides of the building, on the 

street and across the street from the funeral home.     

 

Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, and Ea-

gle Lodge Donation.  We learn by sharing.  

May President's Challenge:  Pierced.   Please register your entry 

online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day 

of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  AAW Symposium Panel Discussion 

 

For those who would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we have been going to Jake's of Willow Glen.  They're a 

pizza place, but also have a large selection of sandwiches, wraps 

and salads. Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  

Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of the Eagle 

lodge on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 Lincoln Ave. We start 

showing up at Jakes at 5:30 PM. 

 

Future Meeting Attractions: 

 

July - Glenn Krug, “Miniatures” 

 

August  - Brian Havens, topic TBD 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com
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By Phil Roybal 

 

Several members have asked 

about a DVD on finishing, 

and I haven’t found one ded-

icated to finishing turnings. 

However, wood is wood. 

The main difference for us is 

that turners can use friction 

heat to dry evaporative fin-

ishes such as shellac and 

lacquer almost instantly. 

This DVD gives a good un-

derstanding of the basics, and it will be useful whatever you fin-

ish. 

 

Dresdner starts off underlin-

ing the importance of surface 

prep. How many bowls have 

we seen with pretty finishes 

over torn grain, tool marks, 

and sanding scratches? He 

shows what’s important in 

sanding, how to choose sand-

paper based on the codes on 

the back of the paper, and 

how to use it. 

 

Most woodworkers find a 

finish that works and stick to 

it. However, different situa-

tions call for different finish-

es. You wouldn’t want to 

use lacquer or shellac on a 

maple bowl with padauk 

inlays or layers. The red in 

the padauk will run into the 

maple when alcohol or lac-

quer thinner hits it. Flexner 

takes us through three simple finishes we can add to our toolbag 

for special situations. 

 

The first finish is paste wax, 

which Dresdner applies with 

0000 steel wool and buffs off 

with shop towels. An ad-

vantage of applying wax with 

steel wool is that the wool 

cuts off minor imperfections, 

leaving a silky surface that’s 

a pleasure to touch. 

Dresdner’s second finish is  

 

 

oil-based polyurethane varnish. 

Oil-based varnish is a very 

durable finish with great re-

sistance to water, acids, alkalis, 

and alcohol. That durability 

comes at a price, however. Var-

nish is slow to dry, and we 

can’t speed it up with friction 

heat. Varnish has to absorb 

oxygen and polymerize to cure. 

 

Dresdner’s final finish is a 

traditional shellac and wax 

finish, which is similar to 

common woodturners’ fin-

ishes. He applies all these 

finishes with rags. 

 

Other sections of the DVD deal with brushing finishes, sprayed 

finishes, and how to make a simple spray booth. Dresdner is in-

teresteing to listen to and his DVD has good production values. 

It’s worthwhile to watch. Check it out, in the SVW Library! 

 

 

 

Check it out, in the SVW Library! 

 

If you have not reg-

istered do so soon.  

Registration be-

comes more costly as 

you approach the 

symposium date: 

 

From the SVW Library Wood Finishing Basics,  

with Michael Dresdner #180 

Date Members Non-Members 

< May 15 $250 $310 

May 16-28 $300 $360 

After May 28 $350 $410 



 

President’s Challenge 
 

“With Legs, not glued” 
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Ard Sealy - April 

make up- English 

walnut, silver ma-

ple with a carob 

finial, finished with 

water clear lacquer.   

May - Four legged bowl, 

canary island pine, finished 

with water clear lacquer, 

tuned outside shape of two 

bowls base to base, re-

moved the wood from cen-

ters, sawed and sanded out 

legs. 

Becky Frisbee - April 

Make-up Bottle top 

Finial, White wood 

from JW, Crystal 

Coat 

Bob Gerenser - Olive 

bowl with three legs. 

Wood turners finish.  

After turning the outside 

I fixed a three position 

indexing disc positioned 

behind the chuck and 

added a handle to the hand 

wheel. I mounted a trim 

router to my shop made X-

Y table and routed out the 

waste between the legs. 

Hand- worked the legs to 

blend. 

Becky Frisbee - Minia-

ture table candle holder, 

white wood from JW, 

Crystal Coat 

Brian Havens - Square 

Pear wood Bowl, boiled 

linseed oil + Beall buff 

Gary Keogh - Black Acacia pot 

type bowl turned with a rim at the 

bottom. Measured and marked the 

4 feet placement carved out the 

excess and sanded to match the 

bowl contour. Put Salad Bowl fin-

ish on it to allow it to be used for 

food. 
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Jim Benson - lidded box, wal-

nut, EEE/Shella wax, small 

and round, placed walnut 

stock in collet bored one end 

(this will be the inside of legs) 

reverse stock in collet, part 

off stock for lid 

Johnny Alias - Walnut ves-

sel with legs, finish sanding 

sealer and wipe on poly. 

Marcus Moody - Mango Bowl with legs. 

Finished with wipe-on poly. I turned this 

bowl with a rim on the bottom. Measured 

& drew the legs, and then carved away 

everything else. 

Rich Johnson - Walnut Bowl 

with legs rj 50/50 

Ron Geren - Makeup - Black 

& White Ebony lidded bowl 

with Ebony finial. Finish is 

Wipe-on Poly with Beall buff 

Scott Landon - Vessel

-Black walnut/sand-

sealer-four legs 
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Sharod Broadhead - 

April make up - 

Fennel and Box, 

Elm wood, finished 

w/ Shellac 

Sharod Broadhead - Bowl 

8 inch dia. w/ rim etched 

& stained W/ three legs @ 

120 deg. apart, Pecan 

wood, finished with SS/L 

Herb Green - 3 legged wal-

nut bowl with cover 50/50 

finish 

Herb Green - April make 

up redwood burl with Afri-

can blackwood trim box on 

pedestal 50/50 finish 

Colin Mackenzie - Spalted 

Maple with four legs, 50: 50 

finish. Turned two bowls 

bottom to bottom and then 

use a coping saw and cut out 

one of the bowls to make the 

legs and then finished by 

hand sanding. 

Harry Levin - Mortar & 

pestle w legs, textured 
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Ron Geren - 

Two small lid-

ded ring boxes: 

1) Eucalyptus Burl, curved 

top and bottom 2) Unknown 

Burl with Walnut inserts top 

and bottom. Finish is spray 

on lacquer. 

Brian Havens - Lathe tool 

handles; Beech, Jarra, 

Bubinga; BLO 

Rich Johnson - Maple 5 

point bowl Rj 50/50 

Scott Landon - Plate-

Sycamore-lasered-

sand/sealer-paint 

Roy Litherland  - Nat-

ural-edge hollow form 

and steady rest.. 

Glenn Krueg  - Min-

iature hollow-form, 

and plate. 
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Colin Mackenzie - Medium Sized Wal-

nut Bowl finished with 50:50 

Gary Keogh - A Pot with feet made 

from Black Acacia with General Fin-

ish's Salad Bowl finish on it. 

NOTE:  The Eagles have a statewide convention at the end of June and would 

like to see as many of our “rent” donations available by then as possible. 

Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie? Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.   We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details. Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out. To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with check 

to Grant.   Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Grant Beech, 1273 Carrie Lee Way, San Jose, CA 95118 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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(Continued from Page 1) intensive for a 

presentation environment. 

Graeme showed enough of his technique to 

illustrate how he accomplished the desired 

effect and talked us through the remaining 

steps required to complete the piece.  

But that was just the turning part of creating 

the sculpture, embellishment to follow…. 

After a BBQ hamburger lunch with all the 

fixin’s, prepared, as always, by our own 

Craig Thorenson, we re-assembled to learn 

some of Graeme’s tricks and techniques for 

embellishing surfaces. Graeme stressed the 

importance of being comfortable while uti-

lizing these techniques, as both rotary carv-

ing and pyrography can be time-intensive 

endeavors. 

Graeme prefers to use a pneumatic mini die 

grinder for his surface carving, rather than 

either a Dremel or Fordom type tool or a 

dentists hand tool. The mini die grinders turn 

at about twice the speed of an electric tool, 

around 56.000 RPM, and are light-weight 

and they stay cool. The down side is that 

they are “air hogs” and require a high capaci-

ty compressor to run continuously. Graeme 

went on to demonstrate the use of several 

cutters or burrs to create interesting surface 

effects. 

Graeme next showed how he fashions his 

own wood burning tips and also passed 

around his shop built hand piece.   Using a 

knife edge tip and repetitive short strokes he 

quickly develops a design element and by 

repeating the element he creates a back-

ground.  

With other tips that he made then and there 

he created completely different surface ap-

pearances. 

Graeme rounded out the afternoon by 

demonstrating the use of acrylic paints and 

acrylic filler for yet more effects. 

It was a day full of different approaches and 

endless new possibilities.  
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Air Duct Fittings,  2.5” and 4” Black air 

duct fittings.  Contact Lonnie for details.   

Lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

Shopsmith Jointer – excellent condition 

for sale or trade for Oneway Stronghold 

in good condition.  Contact Lonnie for 

details.   Lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

Delta 12” x 42” Lathe, variable speed 

with accessories. Price: $250.  Paul 

Kmetko, 831-809-7442 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 

numbered with center holes— Select a 

disk size appropriate to the size blank you 

want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to the 

log with a wood screw, and cut outside 

the disk with the saw for an optimally 

sized and shaped turning blank.   These 

sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment 

by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), 

$14, or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you 

don’t use anymore, just laying around the 

shop taking up space.   

E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for 

 Home & Garden information                          

Sawdust Session information 

Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.com 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com


May Meeting 5/2/2012 Minutes, by Howard Cohen 

 

 

Decisions: Raffle tickets for Jimmy Clewes demo pieces are $2 or $10 for 6. 

 

Action Items: None 

 

Carry-Over Items for Next Meeting: None 

 

General Information 

 

 Bob reminded membership of the Graham Priddle demonstration on Saturday at Rich’s - $35 plus $5 for lunch. 

 One new (or potential new) member was introduced: Paul ?; just got a mini lathe from Craigslist 

 Dean gave an update on the upcoming AAW symposium and had sign up sheets for a number of volunteer activities.   

 He further explained the Youth program; a free registration when a youth is sponsored by a registered adult.  The youth must be 

ages 8-18, they get two turning rotations, access to demonstrations, and are entered in a drawing for the 25 lathes used in the 

youth turning center.  

 Dean also described the community fund raiser for 2nd Harvest with a goal of 1000 turnings to be auctioned off at $25 each.  

Consider donating.  This activity needs a chairperson and involves work on Thursday and Friday AM; the remainder of the time 

2nd Harvest staffs the area.  (Ed note: Gary Keogh has subsequently volunteered to chair this committee) 

 Grant explained that the Eagles have a statewide convention at the end of June and would like to see as many of our “rent” dona-

tions available by then as possible. 

 The Jimmy Clewes demo turnings were auctioned off tonight. 

 This was Tops night. 

 

 

The official meeting minutes are available to members on the Yahoo Groups site: 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symposium Volunteer Information 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/AAW%

20Symposium/ 
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Date Members Non-Members 

< May 15 $250 $310 

May 16-28 $300 $360 

After May 28 $350 $410 

AAW Symposium Registration 

Cost/Deadlines 
 

If you have not registered do so by May 28.   

Registration becomes more costly as we approach the 

symposium date: 

Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? 

Have you changed phone numbers? We are trying to up-

date our roster and found many things have changed over 

the year. If you have changed, let Howard know so that he 

can update the roster.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/AAW%20Symposium/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/AAW%20Symposium/
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By David Vannier (reprinted by permission) 

 

In case you hadn't noticed, 

AAW has added a planning 

guide to the web site of the 

symposium.  It is a pretty big 

file, but worth the time, espe-

cially if this is your first sym-

posium!  You can find the link 

here: http://

www.woodturner.org/sym/

sym2012/index.htm 

 

 

I've also been asked what the 

"empty bowls" thing is.  Each 

year, AAW runs a fund raiser 

for a local charity at the sym-

posium.  Last year, the local club picked a theme which they 

called Empty Bowls as a way to raise money for the local chapter 

of 2nd harvest.  It was the most successful fund raiser so far.  We 

are continuing the same theme this year as a way to raise money 

for our local chapter of 2nd Harvest.  So, what does that mean to 

me you ask.  All AAW members are encouraged to donate a turn-

ing, doesn't have to be a bowl.  Last year over 400 turnings were 

donated!  When you registered, you were given a chance to buy a 

raffle ticket (or more than one) for $25 a ticket.  You will also be 

given an opportunity to buy a raffle ticket at the empty bowls 

location in the instant gallery area.  Same price either way.  Turn-

ings will be placed on tables on Thursday afternoon, and Friday 

morning they will start exchanging a turning for a ticket.  So for 

$25 you will get a turning of your choice.  Warning, there will be 

a line first thing in the morning.  But, just so you know Ells-

worth's pieces didn't get set out till Saturday afternoon.  There 

were some really nice pieces donated.  I have a few pieces that I 

will donate, and I'm sure each of you have turnings which you 

could donate, so please do.  If you aren't going, you can still do-

nate to this worthy cause.  Either get your turning to me or one of 

the many members that are going.  I have started receiving pieces 

from around the world for the empty bowls raffle.  All of the pro-

ceeds from this are donated to 2nd Harvest.  Any remaining turn-

ings are also donated to them for fund raising auctions that they 

chose. 

 

So, get out there and make a turning to donate!  You might just 

find your piece beside a famous turner, or even find out that a 

famous person collected it!  Let's see if our club can donate at 

least 50 turnings.  I'll commit to 5, who else will step up and sup-

port 2nd harvest? 

 

Dave 

Keep turning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAW “Empty Bowls” Fundraiser 
by Dean Adkins 
Bay Area Woodturners Assoc. (BAWA) 

SJ Symposium Local Liaison 

 

Something that each chapter member should consider doing is 

donating a bowl to the “Empty Bowls” fundraiser, but also con-

sider buying a $25 raffle ticket and picking out a bowl to take 

home.  I donated a bowl last year in St. Paul, and with my raffle 

ticket snagged a nice cherry bowl by Dale Larson.   I also 

grabbed a small quilted maple plate by Tom Wirsing.  I had stood 

in line a half  hour before the Friday morning opening to try and 

get my first pick, but I later found out that it wasn’t necessary.  

The tables can’t hold all the turnings, so the stock is replenished 

as bowls are taken.  

Some lucky guy was 

there Saturday after-

noon when a David 

Ellsworth bowl came 

out of the storage box 

under the table!   

 

All the proceeds from 

“Empty Bowls” will 

benefit Second Harvest 

Food Bank of Santa 

Clara and San Mateo 

Counties, selected as 

the recipient of this 

year’s “ReTurn to the 

Community” fundrais-

er.  Since its inception 

in 1974, Second Har-

vest has become one of 

the largest food banks 

in the nation, providing 

food to an average of 

nearly one quarter of a million people each month.  By support-

ing “Empty Bowls”, you can help to make sure that every person 

who needs a meal can have access to the healthy food they need 

to thrive. 

 

My challenge to the AAW’s Northern California members is for 

each of you to donate a bowl or two to the “Empty Bowls” fund-

raiser.  As a club consider setting a challenge …… BAWA and 

WBW have challenged their membership to donate 50 bowls 

each.  Also, if you go to the symposium buy a $25 raffle ticket, 

from which Second Harvest can provide 50 meals, and take a 

bowl home!  You can deliver donations to the symposium your-

self, or give it to a friend who is attending, or mail it to David 

Vannier (14776 Via De Marcos, Saratoga, CA 95070) who will 

deliver it to the fundraiser.   Please participate in this worthwhile 

cause, it’s a great feeling to help the needy, and knowing that 

someone out there somewhere is enjoying our work ain’t half-bad 

either!  I thank you for your generosity in advance.  

 

Editor’s Note: You don’t have to attend to participate. 

                         And donations don’t have to be a bowl. 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/index.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/index.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012/index.htm


2012 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  

 
V.P./Program Chair Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net

  
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@gmail.com 

(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 

 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Apparel  Currently Open  
 
Ways & Means John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  Currently Open  

 
Promotions Currently Open 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 
still need your help in small-
er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for Chips & Chat-

ter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills and Shaving or Makeup Brushes 

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 Entries must not have been shown before.  

 If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to the following meeting.  

 If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also show the current month’s Challenge piece.  

 Entries must be submitted online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eli-
gible. If you are unable to register, have a fellow member register for you. You have up to two (2) days after the 
meeting to modify or add to the descriptions in the database. What you say is what you get. 

 The president may approve make-ups for extraordinary absence for hardships such as long term illness, or absence 
due to employment, provided all make-ups are made at the first meeting upon the member’s return.  Vacation is not 
accepted as a reason for more than one missed month.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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