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Erlen Cole
shows his
medieval

sword.

A new turning
tool?

July, 2001

Special
guest Erlen
Cole visited
our meeting
to show a
sword and an
iron helmet.
These were
real items
used by
knights in
days of old.
Erlen belongs
to a group
that demon-
strates the
ancient
fighting
techniques
and arma-
ments to
various
community
groups. He
brought a
piece of
cocobolo and asked if one of us would turn a
replacement handle for his sword. Ace took up
the challenge. Maybe we will soon see Ace
doing battle with the foes of all true and
virtuous woodturners.

Picnic success

Bay Area Woodturners Association
hosted this year’s Picnic and Turn-
off, at Ranken Park in Martinez.

Attendees report it a great success, with more
than 200 club members attending from across
Northern California.

Woodcraft, one of the sponsors, had a booth
selling tools and supplies. A swap meet also
provided members with a chance to exchange
that heavy cash for something more useful.

West Bay brought their AAW Collaborative
Challenge entry, a replica of a 3-wheel Morgan
car (no pic available), which took first place in
its category as well as Best of Show. Individual
members brought samples of their best work to

See Picnic,  page 4
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Richard Jessing will demonstrate hand
chased threads, as shown on the box he
brought to the May meeting. Richard was
incorrectly listed as demonstrating at the July
meeting.

Wednesday, July 11th, 2001, at 7:00 PM.
Location: Rich Johnson’s Shop
Rich’s shop is located behind his home at
14979 Joanne Ave. in San Jose. From Hwy
680 take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5
miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6
mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for the Show and Tell
portion of the meeting. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: A HOLLOW FORM.

I am so proud of the
Picnic T urn off
Team. SVW was well

represented by Jeff, Debbie,
Jim, Dick, Ron, and Ace. They
did good and they also had
fun! The team had a couple
practice sessions and it
showed with the group’s
organization. Each person

knew what to do and when. The team leader was Jim Gott.
Thanks Jim for a job well done!!

This year’s Picnic was a great success. I enjoyed the day very
much and I am already looking forward to the next one.

It is time to start getting ready for the 21st Annual South Bay
Home & Garden Show, August 24—26th, in Santa Clara. This is
usually a great show for us, and an opportunity to sell your
turnings. Any member can join in. We have room for you. The

only rule is that if you are going to sell then you
must help out in the booth at least one shift in
the three day show. So join us! Contact me and
sign up NOW.

SAWDUST...
 I have officially started my new business,

Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center , at my
home. Hopefully most of you have been there. I
just need to say once more, this is a business
and I am trying to make a living from my
Studio. I have many craft items and tools that I
sell and I give classes and lessons. I open it up
to SVW on the first Wednesday of each month.
I also open it up all other Wednesday nights for
Sawdust Sessions . These sessions provide a
place for people to gather and make sawdust or
do whatever the group attending would like to
do; any subject, I don’t care. This has turned out
to be a great place to get woodturning or
woodworking questions answered and have fun
sharing with fellow woodworkers. All are
welcome.

One more thing... I also now have a site
large enough to host woodturning demonstra-
tors. From time to time my wife and I will do
that and open it to the pu  blic. As an example,
we are hosting a visit from Soren Berger on
August 3—5. He will be here for two workshops
and a full day demo. Here is another opportu-
nity for the public to see a World Class turner in
our own neighborhood. If you are interested,
please call me and get signed up for the demo
or maybe even a workshop.

Hopefully this will help clear up the ques-
tions about: what is going on at Rich Johnson’s
Woodturning Center .
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President's
Challenge

Rich Johnson showed three bowls and one
hollow form. The first two bowls featured
natural edges. They were turned from apple
donated by Ace Foster at a previous wood
raffle. One bowl developed a large crack in the
bottom but held together. The other bowl
exploded into various pieces, Rich joined one
of them to the
main body of
the bowl with
brass pins.
The exploded
pieces,
although
attached to
the main
body, were
now sepa-
rated from it
by about half
an inch.

The third bowl was made
from cherry harvested last
year from the Olson Cherry
farm. Rich turned the bowl
and a platter as one continuous
piece. So far this cherry hasn’t
split, unlike other cherry items
turned from the Olson farm
wood. Rich’s box elder hollow
vessel, about 14  tall, was
difficult to turn. First he hit a nail imbedded in
the wood. Then the wood would not cut
smoothly. He finally turned it as end grain and
was able to get a smoother cut

Jim Gott also turned a hollow vessel from
box elder. He experienced the same difficulty in
not being able to achieve a smooth cut until he

Continued on page 6

Show &Tell
Our meeting started with the selection of

judges for the President’s Challenge — a
Handled turning. The judges were Dick Jessing,
Harry Keller, and Dick Pickering.

Three members entered the President’s
Challenge: Lou Gonzalez entered an x-rated
cheese knife in a brown paper bag , Ace Foster
entered a gouge handle made from a shovel
handle, and Mike Rude entered a myrtle burl
scoop.

Lou, who
got to the
meeting first,
hoped there
would be no
other entries
so he could
win a prize
without
having to
show his x-
rated handle.
Luck was not
with him,
however.  Not
only did he
have to show
it, but, on
Rich
Johnson’s
insistence,
gave the
embarrassing
history of
what caused
him to turn
such an
object.

Rich and the exploded bowl.

Rich’s
hollow form.

Lou and his cheese knife.

Mike and his scoop.
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Picnic, from
pg. 1
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Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net
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Lou Gonzalez (209) 476-9116
talksvw@aol.com
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proybal@pacbell.net

create an instant gallery of
beautiful turnings.

The turn off project was a
spindle turning rather than the
usual faceplate work, and this
was a challenge to some
members.

The SVW team (Jeff,
Debbi, Dick, Ron, and Ace,
led by Jim Gott) turned in a
good performance. However,
first place went to Northern

California Woodturners, and
second to the Redwood
Empire. Dick Pickering took
third place in the Egg Cup
Race.

The project

Norcal takes
first place.

Pickering
takes 3rd in

egg cup
race.

SWV at work.
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Rich Johnson, President, reminded the
members about the Woodturners’ Picnic
coming up Saturday in Martinez. He sug-
gested we wear SVW shirts and hats. Rich
also announced that Jim Gott, the Picnic
Woodturning Challenge SVW team leader,
would get together with the team members
after tonight’s meeting to discuss strategy.

Lou Gonzalez, Program Chairman,
Iinformed the members that a mistake had
been made regarding that night’s program.
Dick Jessing is scheduled to present a
Thread Chasing demonstration at the
August meeting, not the July meeting as
previously reported.

Jim Gott, Treasurer, informed us that the
club has a Treasury balance of $1760.96 in
its treasury.

Income (over last 3 months):
Dues, videos, hats, raffles 129.00

Expenses (over last 3 months):
Utah Symposium CD ROM 35.00

Current Bank Balance 1760.96

HOME & GARDEN SHOW
The next Home and Garden show will

be at Santa Clara Convention Center on
August 24—26. Rich has new frames to hold
shelves that may better show our turnings
and which should be lighter and easier to
set up. The tables and shelves we have been
using are very heavy and need repair.

He wants to get together with those who
are going to sell at the show so we can
come up with a better display.

Rich saw the WBAWA entry that won
both first prize and also Best of Show  at
the recent AAW symposium. WBAWA’s
entry was a small replica of a three wheel
Morgan car. WBAWA showed the car on
the following Saturday at the Woodturners’
Picnic in Martinez.

SOREN BERGER
Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Centering

will host Soren Berger on August 4th.
Berger will teach new techniques and show
a new line of his special tools. All those
interested in a demo and/or a hands-on
class please contact Rich. This is not an
SVW event,

SVW WEB SITE
Various members stated that they had

problems accessing the SVW web site.
Debbie Bress said she would bring a laptop
computer to the next general meeting and
work with those who need help accessing
the SVW web site.

RAFFLE & JUDGING
Ace Foster sold raffle tickets while the

judges examined and applauded the three
President’s Challenge entries.

Lou won the special prize brought in by
Dick Pickering: a small, battery powered
screwdriver. Let’s see what he brings in
return to the next meeting.
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Continued
from page 3

turned it as
end grain. Jim
got the box
elder from a
dying tree he
estimated at
80—85 years
old. The
hollow vessel
was about 12
inches tall and sported beautiful red spalting.

Mike Rude showed another hollow vessel.
His was turned from either Italian cypress or
juniper. The club members were not sure which
it was al-
though it had
a strong smell
of juniper.
Mike finished
it with 6 to 7
coats of
lacquer.

Dick
Jessing
demonstrated
a special
spinning top.
His top is really 3 tops in one. First you get the
main top spinning by pulling the string wound
around the stem of the top’s lid. Next you pull
off the top lid, and two in-
ner and smaller tops pop out
and continue
spinning
alongside the
main top.

Dick saw
a similar top
in the AAW
magazine
(Winter 1999, Vol. 14, No.4 page 24) and made
his own version. He thinks that he used ma-
hogany but is not sure.

(Something to do with his wife’s cousin who
was curious what Indians, the feathered kind,
had under their loin cloths.) The item was
turned on multiple axes from a piece of euca-
lyptus won at a previous wood raffle. It was
finished with
mineral oil
and wax.

Mike
Rude’s myrtle
burl scoop
was finished
with beeswax
and mineral
oil.

Ace’s
handle was
turned from
an old
hickory
shovel
handle.

The Judges gave Mike first price for his
delicate and precise gouge work.  Lou got
second prize. The judges, according to Lou,
didn’t want to embarrass Lou by pointing out all
the errors (anatomical) that he had made.

Next month’s challenge: a hollow form.

Ace and a tool handle.

Jim and spalted bowl.

Mike and hollow form.

Dick and his tops.

New member Walt Crawford was
present for his first general meeting. Walt,
who is from Louisiana, is here on a four-
month assignment with his company.  He
presently resides in Morgan Hill and owns
a Shopsmith back home.

WELCOME WALT CRAWFORD

Show and Tell (con’t.) President’s challenge (con’t.)
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For Sale:
* Special Key Ring  Kits $1.25 ea
* Vicmarc VL300 series short bed bowl

lathe, 24" x 21" capacity.  $2500 obo
* Hollowing tool set with handle, three tools

and handle guide $100.
* Pen & Pencil kits now available.
* Diamondwood pen blanks pre-cut $1.50

each
* Diamondwood & Colorwood blocks $12

bf
* Tagua nuts Vegetable Ivory $1 ea
Contact: Rich Johnson 408 254-8485

Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson’s Woodturners’ Bootcamp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. An
all day class. Book available. Sign up now.
(408) 254-8485.

RON NEWCOMB
* Kiwi Tools Guaranteed woodturning tools
* Sandpaper Eagle brand wet or dry
* 3M Sanding Sponges 120 to 1500 grit

1.510.797.6665 ronwoodart@aol.com, or see
Ron at club meetings.


