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Richard
Raffan

explains the
benefits of a
screw chuck.

See Pickering, pg. 6

Richard Raffan came to
town in early February to
show us how it’s done in

Australia. He spent four days at Rich
Johnson’s shop, doing public demos on the
weekend and hands-on classes Monday and
Tuesday. I attended the Saturday demo and
Tuesday workshop, and had a wonderful time.

On Saturday, Richard made a lidded vessel
of bocote, starting the bottom of the vessel on a
screw chuck. (He recommends a dedicated
screw chuck such as the Craft Supplies product
which has a good price and a large backing

Dick Pickering’s
Writing Sticks

Raffan turns up at
SVW

Our own Dick “Hat Man” Pickering
was the feature presenter for our
January meeting, showing us how

he produces pens using just his mandrels and a
3/8” skew chisel. Dick gave us a great handout
titled, “More than you ever wanted to know
about How to Make a Wooden Pen”.

See Raffan, pg. 5

Unfortuantely, it’s too long to include in this
newsletter, but if you didn’t get one and you
ask him nicely (and perhaps buy a hat), he may
be able to supply a copy.

Dick Pickering sets up pen blanks on a
manderel.
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Norm Hinman, the AAW Secretary, will come
to our March meeting and demonstrate how to
harvest a log to get the figure and symmetric
warping that you want. He will also show how
he turns bowls.

Wednesday, March 7th, 2001, at 7:00 PM
Location: Rich Johnson’s Shop, San Jose, CA
Rich’s shop is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne Ave.
San Jose 95127. From Hwy 680 take the McKee Road exit East
about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn
right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for the Show and Tell
portion of the meeting. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: A NATURAL-EDGE TURNING

We need your
help! We’re
two months

into the new year and
still have staff and
committee positions
that need to be filled if
we’re going to have a

successful program this year. Please
help us make SVW the kind of club
you hoped to join by lending a hand
in one of the following areas:
• SAFETY CHAIR This person reports on current

shop and lathe issues, and watches out for
our general welfare.

• PICNIC CHAIR This person organizes the
summer picnic and annual Turn-Off contest,
and reserves space for us to hold it.

• TEAM CAPTAIN This person organizes an SVW
team to judge the “Turn-Off”

• TURNING TEAM MEMBERS We need a 6-person
Turn-Off team for the picnic.

• HOME & GARDEN TEAM We have another H &
G show coming up quickly and we need to
develop a booth that is more organized and
efficient than our last one.

• REFRESHMENT COORDINATER This person makes
sure we have coffee ready and a goodie once
in a while for the meetings

• MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE Lou is heading up a
Membership Committee, but we need
committee members.

The point to all this is that we need help from
the Membership. There are only 27 of us, so we
need everyone to pitch in and do something.
Lets make this a “fun and active” SVW. Join in
and help.

MISCELLANY

We pulled off a Visit from a Visiting Turner!
SVW hosted Richard Raffan and we did OK for
our first demonstrator. It gave me only a few
more gray hairs. I’m already looking forward to
the next one. From the input I have received,
everyone was very pleased and enjoyed them-
selves.
Dick Pickering is our Apparel chairperson. He
has hats with “SVW” on them and has access to
a local shop that will put our logo on any type
of shirt or other garment.

UPDATE ON MY SHOP

The roof is first, and then the walls come down
for the footings. This starts 2/12. We will be
under construction for about a month and I am
told we will still be able to use the shop during
that time. Please bear with us. It won’t be much
longer.

RichRichRichRichRich
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The once and future Home & Garden
Show (and other stuff...)

SVW showed the flag at the Santa Clara
Home and Garden  Show 1/19-1/21. We had a
nice double booth in a good location, courtesy
of the show management, and lots of turnings
to sell. Several members took a shift at the
demo lathe, the sales table, and as greeters,
moving
visitors
through the
booth and
explaining
what this
woodturning
business is all
about.  At the

Ron
Newcomb

presides
over the

SVW booth
at H&G

Show

Ron discusses a turning
with Lou Gonzalez

SAVE MONEY ON TOOLS

If you watched Richard Raffan’s lathe magic
this month, you may be thinking of adding to
your tool collection. If you’re planning to buy
from Craft Supplies and can wait a little in return
for a discount, order through Linda Salter,
president of West Bay Woodturners. She consoli-
dates orders until they exceed $1000 in value,
then purchases from Craft Supplies at a discount
(which varies). You have to wait a bit and must
pick up your tools from Linda in San Mateo, but
you save some money.Contact Linda at (415)
365-4093 or email her at <lindasalter@
home.com> for more information.

Perhaps you want one of those fine Austra-
lian Vicmarc chucks or other tools from “down
under.” If so, you can get great deals on the
internet from Southern Woodturning Supplies.
Several of us have already purchased tools and
accessories form Southern Woodturning and are
very pleased with both the service and the
savings. Check them out at <http://woodturning
.com.au>.

JOIN US FOR CHIPS

If you haven’t been to a Sawdust Session,
you’re missing a big part of the value of the
club. These sessions are informal gatherings at
Rich Johnson’s shop on Wednesday evenings
when we don’t have a regular club meeting. We
show our projects, gossip about tools and
people, and try our hands at the current project.
We’ve worked as a group on segmented turn-
ings, pens, and a variety of other things. Come
join us any Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.

end of the
show, we’d
sold $1346 worth of members’ turnings.

There will be more Home & Garden oppor-
tunities for SVW turners this year. Upcoming
shows are:

• March 2–4 at San Mateo Expo Center
• April 20-22 at San Jose Convention Center
If you’d like to sign up to sell at the show,

contact Rich Johnson at (408) 254-8485, or
email him at <latheart@pacbell.net>.

http://woodturning .com.au
http://woodturning .com.au
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Show &Tell

Ace Foster
and his

Claro slab

Ron
Newcomb’s

bowl in
process

ACE

FOSTER was
in Jackel
Hardwoods
(Watsonville)
and found a
pallet of
Claro
walnut. He
brought in
an unusual
plank and
took us on a
guided tour
of its features. He pointed out that this plank
was cut through the graft of native Hinds and
English walnuts that forms the Claro walnut.

DICK PICKERING really got into tagua nuts
and brought in several delicate turnings. Some
were too big for the President’s Challenge, so
he presented
them here.

RON

NEWCOMB

showed a
black locust
bowl in
process and
asked how to
handle the
foot. He also
showed a
lathe dust
collection
shroud made
from plastic rain gutter, and a Jacobs chuck
he’d bought from Harbor Freight for $10.

President’s
Challenge

Dick Pickering turns a
winner!

Something smaller than a 2" cube
ACE led off with a delicate Claro walnut

finial he’d turned for a friend’s furniture
restoration.

MIKE Rude
presented a tiny
box cut from a
Raffia Palm
nut. He used
only a straight
cutting tool,
and polished
the box but
applied no
finish. Mike’s
pretty little box
took second
place.

PHIL ROYBAL

presented an elegant scratch awl featuring a
tagua nut handle and a brass ferrule he’d turned
from a plumbing fixture.

DICK PICKERING finished up with a tagua
hollow form and ebony top. He told us he’d
dropped it after turning it and glued it back
together. The lines became features in the
turning, and that turning was good enough to
win first
place.

Next
Month’s
President’s
Challenge
…a natural
edge turning.

Mike and his palm box



 PAGE 5

Raffan from
pg. 1

plate.) He cuts the outside of a form with a
spindle gouge to “save the expensive gouges
for work farther from the tool rest.” Before he’s
done, he cuts
a foot that he
can grip in a
chuck as he
cuts out the
inside of the
form.

You’ll
probably see
more beads
on SVW
turnings in
the future,

Raffan’s finishes by sanding with a German,
cloth-backed paper made by Hermes. Then he
rubs a little oil into the wood, followed by a
coat of beeswax. He buffs that into the wood as
it rotates on the lathe and he’s done.

Raffan also turned a small open bowl, and
showed us how he turns beads on a spindle with
a skew chisel. A pile of chips, perfect beads,
and nary a catch. Well, maybe someday...

because Richard showed us a slick trick for
cutting them with a spindle gouge and a flick of
the wrist. Ask one of the Monday or Tuesday
workshop attendees how it’s done.

Once he’d reversed the form, Richard
drilled a depth hole, cut out most of the inside
with a bowl gouge, and finished by shear
scraping the bottom.

Next, he repeated the process to make a lid
that fits over the bottom, but used a neat trick to
handle the remounting for finishing the outside.
He cuts a decorative bead in the inside, which
is just big enough for a chuck to grip in expan-
sion mode. The result is that he can unmount
and remount the lid as needed during turning,
and the method of attachment is there in plain
sight but is taken for a decoration!

Raffan’s quick bead trick.

Tuesday’s workshop (L to R): Dick
Pickering, Lou Gonzalez, Richard Raffan,
Mark Sanger, Phil Roybal, Rod Torkelson,

Mike Rude.

APRIL 2001: GENE POZZESI

Gene Pozzesi of Concord, CA, is a nation-
ally known turner whose bowls have been
featured in exhibitions across the United States.
He will show us some of the gouge and shear
scraper techniques that help himproduce such
beautiful bowls.

In the wings

The hands-on workshops took students back
through the exercises Raffan had demonstrated
on the week-
end.

Everyone I
spoke to felt
that Raffan was
both a skilled
craftsman and a
good teacher.

Workshop results
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Dick brought a variable speed Carbatec
mini-lathe to spin his pen mandrel, and a blank
of “stabilized” alder (wood which has been
saturated with plastic resin in a high-pressure
chamber). He points out that
pen builders will also
need some sort fo
drilling jig so they
can accurately
drill their pen
blanks for the
brass barrels.

Dick begins a
production run on the
band saw, using a piece of

Pickering,
from pg. 1

Pickering’s pen drilling jig.wood with a
slot in it as a
jig to set his
rip fence to
the width of
a pen blank,
then ripping
a strip of
wood. He
then resets
the fence to
the length of
a pen
element
using
another slot
on the same
jig, and cuts
all the blanks
to width. A

tray rigged on the outfeed side of the saw table
catches the pieces so that they stay in order for
later reassembly.

Disk had already done all this before our
demo, so at the meeting he began by showing
how he uses a drill press jig to drill consistent
holes along the centerlines of his blanks. He
uses this jig with a bullet-style drill in a size
appropriate to the pen barrels (7mm in this
demo). He likes to drill slightly undersize, then
open the hole with a few strokes of a round file
so he gets a sliding fit with the brass barrel.
After drilling, he sands the blanks down to the
same length as the tubes using a disk sander.

Dick glues the tubes into the holes with

Pickering smooths the pens
with a tiny skew.

“It’s all about jigs.”

medium (yellow label) CA glue, then runs a
reamer/trimmer into the brass tubes to clean out
any glue and cut the brass flush with the wood.

Now he assembles the two blanks for a pen
onto his mandrel, surrounded by spacer bush-
ings that show the final thickness of each
turning. With a few passes of the skew, Dick
cuts the blanks down to the level of the bush-
ings, then finishes the pen with HUT wax or a
friction polish. The stabilized wood develops a
fine finish with great depth.

Dick showed us that he turns with either
hand even though he was born a lefty, thanks to
a third-grade teacher who was determined to
turn him into a right-handed writer. He hated
every minute of it, but he’s glad to be able to
turn ambidextrously today.

Finally, Dick assembled the pen mechanism
and passed the results around—a fine looking,
Parker-style, double-twist ballpoint pen.
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SVW Video Library
SVW has a library of woodturning videos,

available to all members. You can borrow a
tape for a month for just $2. See Craig Thorson
at any SVW meeting.

Instant Gallery of The 1995
AAW Symposium

Techniques From The 1995
AAW Symposium

Turning Boxes Richard Raffin

Turning Projects Richard Raffin

Turning Wood Richard Raffin

Cutting & sharpening Chris Stott
For Woodturners

Decorative Effects Chris Stott
& Colouring

First Steps in Woodturning Chris Stott

Turning Bowls Chris Stott

Turning Boxes Chris Stott

Fun At The Lathe Timby

Boxes, Goblets & Dennis White
Screw Threads

Natural Edges & Chris Stott
Hollow Forms

Bowl Turning John Jordan

Turning Projects From Scrap Robert Rosand

Woodturning with Kelton GMC Public’ns
Kelton Industries

Boxes on the table saw Duby

How to Use a Chainsaw
English Version

Sensible Wood Cutting
Tips from the Pro

Be Smart-Be Sharp-Be Safe

Tips for Turners # 1 David Ellsworth

Tips for Turners #3 David Ellsworth

Natural Edge Bowls Rich Johnson

Hollow Turning John Jordan

The Basic Box Ray Key
Turned Boxes Ray Key

Techniques and Projects Bonnie Klein
Woodturning 1

Turned Bowls and Bonnie Klein
Other Projects

Woodturning Pioneer Ed Moulthrop
AAW 2000

Techniques of the 1996
AAW Symposium

Instant Gallery of the 1996
AAW Symposium
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PRESIDENT: (RICH JOHNSON)
We hosted Richard Raffan, and I’d like

comments from the members on what they
thought about the event. Also, when Lou and I
went to L.A. we found an interesting source for
exotic hardwoods: Eisenbrand, Inc., in Tor-
rance. They have a pricelist and brochure which
you can request through their website,
<www.eisenbran.com>.

I joined West Bay Woodturners to see how
they run their club. They’ll be hosting Frank
Sudol on February 24th.but the public is not
invited.

We’ve lost several items over the last month
or two. Check your toolbox to see if you’ve
picked up any of the following:
• Supernova jaws missing from H&G, belong

to the Thorsons.
• Laser pointer missing from Raffan demo,

belongs to Rich.
• Yellow 5mm T-handle allen wrench belongs

to Rich
• 6-in1 pin chuck 1 1/4 x 8 belongs to Rich.

The club library has some overdue videos
out and needs to get them returned.
The Turn-Off and Picnic will probably be

scheduled for late June. We also have an SVW
Picnic to organize. I need volunteers to manage
each of these projects.

VICE PRESIDENT: (LOU Gonzalez)
We hadn’t planned on a demonstrator for the

February meeting, but I was able to recruit Dick
Pickering to show off his pen making skills.
Coming up in March will be Norm Hinman,
demonstrating how to harvest a tree for grain
pattern. April will feature Gene Pozzesi, and
May will showcase our spinning top contest.

I’m looking for committee members to work
with me on how to meet needs of new members.

WAYS & MEANS: (ACE FOSTER)
We have a Home & Garden Show coming

up on March 2–4 at the San Mateo Expo
Center. Contact Rich if you want to sell or
participate in that show. Following that, there
will be another H & G Show in April at Santa
Clara Fairgrounds.

The raffle brought in $15, and the special
prize of a clockworks and clock face blank was
won by Cheryl Blankenbiller.

SECRETARY: (PHIL ROYBAL)
We have 27 paid members on our rolls as of

this meeting, and we’re taking pictures so we
can produce a photo roster for the club. If you
missed the February meeting and want your
picture in the roster, send a head and shoulders
photo to Phil Roybal, 21351 Prospect Rd.,
Saratoga, CA 95014. Pictures that are in by
February 28th will be included in the 2001
Roster. Membership cards will be ready at the
March meeting.

CLUB OFFICERS FOR 2001
President
Rich Johnson • (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Lou Gonzalez • (209) 476-9116
talksvw@aol.com

Treasurer
Jim Gott • (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal • (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

http://www.eisenbran.com
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TREASURER: (JIM GOTT)
Beginning balance $2525.03
Outgoing $412.32
Income $417
Ending balance $2529.71
Raffan expenses were paid by attendees

except for $260 in outstanding travel expenses.
Michelle Johnson paid these and was reim-
bursed by SVW.

Outgoing expenses included:
• Glenn Krueg demo fee $50
• Prizes for January meeting $20
• Tom Howard demo fee $65
• Rich Johnson badge costs $17.32
• Michelle Johnson Raffan travel $260
Income from memberships and videos was
$417.
Membership forms and $20 dues checks

should be sent to Jim Gott, at 1278 Roycott
Way, San Jose, CA 95125. Make dues checks
out to Jim, not to SVW.

Other Business
NEW FACES

Three new members joined us at the last
meeting, and one more between meetings. The
new members are:
Carolyn Bell, an architect who was attracted by
the Raffen poster, is now a Sawdust Session
regular. She’s new to turning, and has invested
in a Stubby lathe.
Link Melliand learned about us at the Home &
Garden Show. He’s just getting started at
woodturning on his Shopsmith.
Eddie Pacheco, a novice woodworker, came to
the last meeting when Ace invited him. He
turns on an Atlas lathe.
Rod Torkelson is also a recent turner, and
joined us at the Raffan workshop. He’s using a
Vicmarc.
Please introduce yourself to our new members
and help them feel at home.

UTAH SYMPOSIUM

Rod
Torkelson got
interested in
the Utah
Woodturning
Symposium,
coming up
June 7–9. He
found a web
site with a
description of
the event and
registration
information
at www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
stage_events.html. There’s also a free number
to call for information: 1 800 551-8876.

The Symposium features over 100 demon-
strations by the world’s top turners. Richard
Raffan had good things to say about this event,
and will be there demonstrating himself.

The event costs $220 if you register before
May 10th. Since it’s at Brigham Young Univer-
sity and you can stay in the dorms, it’s an
economical way to absorb a lot of turning
information and have a good time too.

Enrollment is limited, so check it out now if
you’re interested. Perhaps Rod will gather a
group to go to the Symposium.

www.woodturnerscatalog.com/stage_events.html
www.woodturnerscatalog.com/stage_events.html
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For Sale:
• Feb. Special “Key Ring” Kits $1.25 ea

• Vicmarc VL300 series short bed bowl lathe,

24" x 21" capacity.  $2500 obo

• Hollowing tool set with handle, three tools

and handle guide $100.

• Pen & Pencil kits now available.

• Diamondwood pen blanks pre-cut $1.50

each

• Diamondwood & Colorwood blocks $12 bf

• Tagua nuts Vegetable Ivory $1 ea

Contact: Rich Johnson 408 254-8485

Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson’s Woodturners’ Bootcamp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. An
all day class. Book available. Sign up now.
(408) 254-8485.

RON NEWCOMB

• Kiwi Tools—Guaranteed woodturning tools
• Sandpaper—Eagle brand wet or dry
• 3M Sanding Sponges—120 to 1500 grit

1.510.797.6665 ronwoodart@aol.com, or see
Ron at club meetings.


