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foot. It’s important to think about each in the 
design process. He showed two of her bowls 
to illustrate the richness of the foot design. 
She tends to make her feet much deeper than 
we normally do, then contours or otherwise 
decorates the inside of each foot as if it were 
a small bowl itself, mounted upside down on 
the base of the main bowl.

Bill took us through several steps in the 
creative process.

Designing
Think fi rst! Make a plan and at least a 

sketch, allocating parts of the blank to rim, 

Bill Small’s fancy feet

Go to pg. 5

Bill Small kicks off a discussion of bowl feet as design elements.

Bill Small of Bay Area 
Woodturners was our featured pre-
senter at the June meeting, and he 
began by extending a cordial in-
vitation to join him on the second 
Saturday morning of any month 
at one of their meetings. He also 
encouraged us to submit ideas to 
the new AAW Best Chapter Prac-
tices section.

Bill’s program, on the use of deep feet 
for bowls, drew its inspiration from Judy 
Dittmer’s ideas on developing the foot 
as a design element. She says that bowls 
consist of three elements: rim, body, and 
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Join us on Wednes day, July 7th, at 7 P.M., at our next 
meeting. Location: Rich Johnson's Wood turn ing Center in San 
Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road exit East 
about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.
Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We all learn 
together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: COLORED

Rich

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram in cludes four vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789

Wow! 
What a trip!! The Utah Sym-
posium was a wonderful expe-
rience. And I can hardly wait 
until next year to go again. 
This year was the 25th year 
for the symposium. The book 
Beneath the Bark: Twenty-fi ve 
Years of Woodturning was 

created and available for us to purchase. During 
the four days, many autographs were obtained 
in the book and everyone enjoyed seeing the 
work and the people, past and present. 

Wednesday was Craft Supply’s day. Lots 
of things to see and do and a Monster Garage 
Sale! Something was wrong if you did not 
come away with something from that sale. They 
had everything you could think of available. 

For me, the Symposium was a time to visit 
many old friends, and see and meet new ones. 
I attended many demos and was saturated with 
information and turning ideas very early into 
the program. “Overwhelming” comes to mind 
as I look back. I hope I can put some of the 
ideas I absorbed into my turnings. 

I am not quite sure if I could explain the 
“Feeding Frenzy” at the Friday night parking 
lot sale. Everyone seemed to be in a spending 
mood and in the two hours of the sale it was 
AWESOME! I would not have survived if it 
hadn’t been for Al’s, Craig’s, and Lou’s help. It 
was something I will NEVER forget!! Thanks, 
Guys!!

If you can plan ahead, please plan on attend-
ing the next Utah Symposium in June of 2005!! 
The dates will be announced next January. Do 
it!!! It something I know all of you will enjoy. 
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President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Lloyd Frisbee showed a pocket 
watch, part of a series he did for his 
son’s wedding party. The wood is 
walnut, finished with Mylands friction 
polish. 

Mike Rude turned a piece of plum 
into a natural edged bowl with brass 
infill in the cracks. 

Jim Gott made a tiny blackwood 
box with a metal button inlaid into the 
top. He finished it with lacquer.

Herb Green turned an off-center 
bowl of redwood with scorched deco-
ration and inlaid strips of holly. He 
finished it with oil.

Mike Magrill turned a potpourri 
bowl of madrone, finished with Deft.

Dick Pickering turned a cedar open 
bowl with an inlaid strip on the rim. It 
sports three small feet. He finished it 
with Deft.
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Challenge continued from pg. 3.

Rich Johnson took one of the 
maple pieces that Mike Mahoney 
turned and added a new maple bottom, 
surrounded with a ring of ebony dust. 
He finished it with Deft.

Phil Roybal showed a mahogany 
and brass display stand, inlaid with 
redwood burl and ebony, and finished 
with Watco and wax.

Rick Parfitt brought a gearshift 
knob of 
blackwood 
and ground 
turquoise.

Ace 
Foster 
showed a 
box elder 
vase with 
an alumi-
num tube 
inserted to 
hold water. 
We didn’t 
get a picture, of this one;.

Mike Rude and Rick Parfitt won 
the Challenge raffle.

Show and Tell

Rich Dege brought a piece of pep-
per wood to a Sawdust Session for 
use with a bowl saver system. Rich 
Johnson cored the wood and turned 
the resulting blanks.

Tony Bryhan turned a cherry burl, 
then developed the form further with 
Arbortech and Foredom carving tools, 
and lots of elbow grease.

Rick Parfitt’s blackwood 
and turquoise gearshift 
knob No picture of Rick, 
however.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Web Site
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com

Rick Parfitt (408) 353-4912
Rick Parfitt 
parfitt@vuidesign.com

Library
Jeff Thorson (650) 341-7550
jtrain@wwdb.cc

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net
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body, foot, and work holding. Decide 
how to partition the available real 
estate so you don’t run out of options. 
Then mount the wood between cen-
ters, round and balance it, and mark 
the blank to indicate the four sections 
above.

Laying out and cutting
Bill has created deep footed bowls 

of green wood, but the movement of 

the foot as it dries creates problems 
because the carefully designed curve 
has to be sanded flat later. These days, 
he rough turns and dries his blanks, 
then finishes the turnings when the 
wood is relatively stable. 

Bill leaves the foot solid in the 
rough turning, then drills holes the 
foot to help it dry without cracking. 

The Winter, 2003, issue of Ameri-
can Woodturning Magazine had an 
article on special tools for defining the 

doesn’t run out of wood as he cuts the 
foot profile.

Approaching a dried blank
Bill starts his rough-turned blank 

between centers, rebalances the piece, 
then mounts it on a faceplate to turn. 
He mounts the bowl so that he can 
turn the inside and outside surfaces 
with the same mounting, thus avoid-
ing any remounting inconsistencies. 
Next, he has to establish the bottom to 
determine the thickness of the mate-
rial between the inside bottom of the 
bowl and the inside bottom of the foot. 
It’s like making Siamese bowls, one 
mounted upside down below the other.

Reverse mounting
Now it’s time to reverse the bowl 

and turn the foot, and this is what Bill 
demonstrated for us at the meeting. 
He likes to mount the bowl with a 
plywood sandwich chuck or a vacuum 
chuck, both of which give good access 
to the interior of the foot because they 

allow the tailstock to be removed. 

Cutting the foot
Bill had previously turned a bowl, 

with a band to be carved later, and 
left the foot as a rough turned form. 
He pressed the bowl rim into a foam 
covered faceplate with the tailstock 
to center it, then fired up the vacuum 
pump to hold it in place. He treats 
the foot as a small bowl, turned with 

bottoms of bowls, and Bill’s created 
three tools as described in the maga-
zine to help with his layout. The first 
that he showed us is a laser pointer 
mounted on a large plastic “C” with a 
level attached. (He reduced the laser 
dot size by covering the lens with a 
strip of electrical tape with a small 
hole in it.) He inserts the bottom of the 
C into the bowl, checks that the jig is 

level, and sees where the laser dot ap-
pears on the outside. This shows him 
where the bottom is on the outside, as 
the blank is held by the lathe. 

The second tool from the article is 
a height gage for finding the bottom 
of bowls as they sit on a table. It’s a 
stand supporting a dowel which can be 
held with a Bulldog clip. Bill drops the 
dowel to the bottom of a bowl, and at-
taches the Bulldog clip to the dowel to 
hold it at that level. Then he removes 
the bowl and measures the distance be-
tween the bottom of the dowel and the 
table top. This shows how much wood 
he has to work with as he completes 
the bottom of the bowl. At this stage, 
he’ll make a measured drawing of the 
bowl profile, including the bottom and 
interior of the foot. 

The third tool is a small depth gage 
made of a stick, a steel rule, and a 
thumbscrew. He uses this to measure 
the depth of the interior of the foot.  
These three tools help insure that he 

Bill talks about planning the four 
parts of a bowl: rim, body, foot, 
and mounting.

Bill built a tool for finding the 
bottom thickness of a bowl on a 
table.

Bill cuts on the back side with the 
lathe reversed, to get a clean cut 
along the lathe axis.

A typical, highly detailed foot.

Continued on page 6
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MAKEOVER!
AAW’s Best Chapter Newsletters 

contest drew 26 entries, including 
ours. We didn’t win, but I’ve looked 
over both the judges’ criteria and the 
designs of the winning newsletters, 
and I feel that ours could be improved. 
So this issue introduces some of those 
improvements. 

Among the things you might notice 
is a new layout that shrinks the left 
margin to allow larger pictures and 
more text on the page. The front page, 
too, is different. It now includes  a 
guide to the newsletter and a list of 
upcoming events. Inside, you’ll find a 
club calendar and the latest Ironman 
chart.

Of course, one of the best ways to 
improve the newsletter is to contribute 
to it. This newsletter is normally a 
one-man job (except for the Pres Sez 
column), but there’s no reason why it 
should be. I’d love to have contribu-
tions: techniques, shop tours, interest-

ing facts, etc. It’s your newsletter, so 
become a part of it.

AAW LAUNCHES BEST PRAC-
TICES PROGRAM

(Excerpted from the AAW)
AAW has added a new feature to 

their web site, on chapter management 
best practices. Chapters which have 
conducted a successful event or devel-
oped a creative way to handle a chap-
ter function, are encouraged to share 
it with others. Any topic which could 
help in establishing a new chapter or 
enhance the operations of an existing 
one, is appropriate. Best Practices is a 
clearinghouse for good ideas.

The program is run by the Best 
Practices Subcommittee composed of 
several chapter representatives. 

Best Practices is located within 
the Local Chapters section of the 
web site. You can find it at http:

//www.woodturner.org/community/
chapters/practices/ 

Best Practices are grouped under 
nine headings. Half a dozen write ups 
have already been posted as examples. 
Each heading has grayed out titles rep-
resenting possible future write ups. If 
you see a topic that’s right down your 
alley (or even one not listed), write it 
up and share it with rest of the AAW 
community. 

Check out the editorial policy using 
the link. If you have a good idea, but 
don’t feel comfortable with writing, 
contact the committee and they will 
help you. Your ideas are too good not 
to be shared.

You can submit a write up or con-
tact the subcommittee at

bestpractices@woodturner.org.

Jim Gott has already submitted a 
write up on our use of the Yahoo group 
site, and I will be doing one on elec-
tronic newsletter distribution.

Garden claw by Nate Roybal in steel, brass, and mahogany. Stand 
is mahogany, ebony, redwood burl, and brass, by Phil Roybal.
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25 years of the Utah Woodturning Symposium
The 25th Utah Symposium (and 

my first) has come and gone. With 
more than 700 attendees, 117 rotation 
sessions, an incredible Instant Gallery, 
a museum retrospective, and a chance 
to meet some of the world’s greatest 
turners, this event held something for 

everyone. I filled 18 pages of my note-
book with ideas, and even had time to 
take a few photos.

Daytime temperatures ranged from 
mid 60’s to nearly 100. One day, 
we had hail while snow fell on the 
mountains.

A crowd gathers outside the gates 
of Craft Supplies in anticipation 
of the Wednesday morning Super 
Sale.

Stuart Mortimer demonstrates thin 
turning at a Craft Supplies session.

Kip Christianson kicks off the 25th 
Annual Utah Symposium.

Behind Kip sit a who’s who of 
the world’s turners: most of those 
who have demonstrated at the 
symposium in the past.

Nikos Siragas turns and carves a 
cobra goblet.

Alan Batty talks about skew chisel 
techniques and Stuart Batty.

Hans Weissflog turns a Saturn box.
Chad Christianson demonstrates 
copper spinning.
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
The All California Turning Show 

will be coming up in San Louis 
Obispo next year. I attended a plan-
ning session at Bill Small’s house re-
cently, and learned how the organizers 
are thinking. There may be changes 
based upon the feedback attendees 
gave.

The present plan is that you pay to 
have pieces juried into the show, and 
you can win monetary prizes. All Cali-
fornia turners are invited, and about 75 
pieces will be accepted, but there will 
be only a handful of prizes. The group 
want entry submittals by mid-January. 
Pictures can be submitted as JPEGs. 
There are a lot of details to be worked 
out, and the event may not be attrac-
tive to most members. Mike Magrill 
will try to post info on the gallery that 
is hosting the event.

The SVW Club Picnic is coming 
up, July 17th at the Johnsons’ house. 
It’s a pot luck, with the club supplying 
the meat. We’ll have an instant gallery 
contest for work done since last July. 
There will be a variety of categories 
announced on our Yahoo site, and 
members can enter up to two pieces 
per category. Attendees will vote on 
the entries during the afternoon. We 
need a head count, so sign up in the 
Databases section of our Yahoo site.

HERB GREEN (VP/PROGRAMS)
Soren Berger’s June 19th workshop 

has only 19 people signed up, so there 
are still a lot of good seats. As things 
stand, we won’t make expenses, so 
if you want to see a good show and 

help the club at the same time, sign 
up to see Soren Berger. The next two 
demonstrators in the queue are Neil 
Scobie and Andi Wolfe. Sign up with 
Herb Green.

PHIL ROYBAL (SEC’Y./EDITOR)
Our newsletter was one of 26 

entered in the AAW Chapter News-
letter contest, but we didn’t win. 
The top three newsletters were from 
Capital Area Woodturners, Minne-
sota Woodturners, and Ohio Valley 
Woodturners Guild. Each chapter 
has a web site with its newsletter 
available for download. You can find 
the sites in the AAW chapter list at 
www.woodturner.org.

I have set up a database on our 
web site to get head count for our 
July 17th picnic. If you’re going, 
please sign up there and indicate 
what food you will bring.

CRAIG THORSON (LIBRARY)
Late member Dick Jessing’s widow 

has donated half his library of wood-
working books to the club. They are 
now available for checkout at $2/
month. See the complete listing on our 
Yahoo group site under FILES.

JIM GOTT (TREASURER)
INCOME

Apparel $20
Raffle $27

EXPENSES
Green: top night prizes $16.79 

   Bank service $0.06 
   Web hosting $64.77

SPENDABLE BAL. $554.77

DICK PICKERING (APPAREL)
Our SVW shirt patches came 

in with a misspelling. They read, 
“Silicone Valley Woodturners”. 
We’re going to have them remade, 
so if you got one, return it to Dick 
Pickering.

OTHER BUSINESS

Picnic/Croquet
Craig generated some rules info 

and gave it to Al, who added to it 
and made it available on our Yahoo 
site. Each club will field three 2-
person teams. See the details in the 
written materials. We’ll use back 
yard rules. Al went through a lot of 
rules details, and we discussed key 
issues at the meeting. Look for a 
rules summary on our Yahoo site.

Rich Dege talked about mechan-
ical details. We decided that since 
balls could be turned from a very 
dense material, we had to have a 
16 oz. weight limit on the balls (in 
addition to the existing size limit, 
and insist that they be turned on a 
wood lathe. 

Mile Magrill will make all the 
wire wickets, 7 1⁄4” wide. 

We need volunteers to make 
the game pieces. Rich Dege asks 
volunteers to email him. 

Web Site (Rick Parfitt)
We need to upgrade our web 

site if we want members to have 
individual gallery pages. This 
would cost around $17.50/month, 
and would provide us with tools 

Continued on pg. 8



                                                                                                                                                                                                                     PAGE 9

to handle galleries, databases, and 
other web features. Rick will in-
vestigate further. Meanwhile, Phil 
Roybal will begin posting the cur-
rent newsletter to our web site.

Staff Reports, continued

JUNE
2ND

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center

4TH-6TH

San Jose Home and Garden Show
San Jose Convention Center

9TH

Super Wednesday Sale at Craft Supply 
in Provo, UT

10TH-12TH

Annual Utah Woodturning Symposium 
in Provo, UT

19TH

Soren Berger workshop at Rich 
Johnson’s Turning Center
9 A.M. – 4 P.M.

JULY

7TH

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center

17TH

Annual SVW Club Potluck Picnic 
and Instant Gallery at Rich Johnson’s 
Turning Center. Starts at 1 P.M.

23RD–25TH

AAW 18th annual Symposium, Caribe 
Royale Hotel, Orlando, FL.

Jim Gott’s blackwood bowl 
with button inlay.

AUGUST

4TH

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center

20TH–SEPT. 6TH

California State Fair competition/
exhibition: Spirit of Wood at CalExpo, 
in the Creative Arts Pavilion.

Tony Bryhan’s turned and 
carved cherry burl bowl.
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Max Bambridge
Don Bonnett
Bob Bowers
Deborah Bress
John Brugo
Tony Bryhan
Donald Cruce
Sandy D’Arcy
Rich Dege
Tom Donnelly
Ace Foster
Lloyd Frisbee
Rebecca Frisbee
Janice Gonzalez
Louis Gonzalez
Al Gore
Jim Gott
Herb Green
George Hall
Rich Johnson
James Keller
Dave Lemery
John Lipka
Mike Magrill
Jay Mueller
Bob Nakano
Michael O’Connell
Rick Parfitt
Gary Petretti
Dick Pickering
Dick Reiser
Bill Robinson
Jean-Claude Roy
Phil Roybal
Mike Rude
Robert Sakauye
Josh Salesin
Tom Shumard
Bob Tang
Craig Thorson
Jeff Thorson
Rod Torkelson
Bill Utter
Liz Utter
James Vilona
Fred Wray

An Ironman is someone who 
completes all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2004. Those who meet the 

challenge will be recognized for their 
efforts with distinctive IRONMAN 
name badges.

Ironmen at work
A green bar in the chart indicates 

that a person has completed the Chal-
lenge project for the month indicated.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Woodfast lathe 
for sale 

16” capacity, variable 
speed, good condition.

Credit card OK. E-
mail Josh Salesin at jls-
epi@pacbell.net for more 
info.


