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The June 3rd meeting will 

feature                         

Claude Godcharles’s     

shop made sharpening jigs 

and                                

Dennis Lillis                   

will explain the benefits of    

honing 

The stemmed turnings presented to meet the May 

challenge encompassed everything from apples and 

pears, to egg plants and mushrooms.  After stating 

that goblets don’t occur in nature I was sure some-

one would show up with something to prove me 

wrong, but not that night.  Top spinning was fun as 

always, and to nobody’s surprise Gary Petretti had 

the longest spinning top in the open division, and 

Glenn Krueg’s tops were the smallest.  Glenn swears 

these are newly turned tops, but I can’t tell them 

from the ones he showed last year.  But then again, I 

can’t see them till I’m about a foot away, either. 

Jason Breach has arrived in the Bay Area, and mak-

ing the rounds of the local clubs.  His demo for 

SVW & West Bay is coming up this Sunday, and 

Dennis Lillis is scurrying around to insure all bases 

are covered.  Don’t be surprised if he asks for volun-

teers for support.  There is a lot that is done behind 

the scenes to make the demo come off, and this is 

the first pro demo we have hosted at the school. 

I was blissfully unaware that SVW even had a dis-

count program with Hartford Tool, but a new mem-

ber found it right away, and wondered why it had 

expired.  Oops.  Well that has been reactivated for 

those who choose to participate.  Go ye forth, and 

shop. 

I always seem to be promoting the Sawdust Sessions 

which several of our club members attend, but since 

not all the new members have 

had to hear this, it’s another 

opportunity for me to run off 

my mouth.  Technically, Saw-

dust Sessions are not an SVW 

club function, but in reality 

they are mostly attended by our 

members, and are a special part 

of our club culture.  They are held at 7 pm on any 

Wednesday other than the monthly club meeting 

night, depending on the host.  Currently I try to host 

the meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, but 

anyone else is welcome to host any other Wednes-

day.  We find out about the meetings and share in-

formation through an open Yahoo Group, called 

Shavings.  Truth be told, we rarely actually make 

any sawdust at the sessions.  What we do, however 

is share what we have been turning lately, get cri-

tiques to help us improve, ask questions about meth-

ods or techniques, share what we know and learn.  If 

your woodturning has room for improvement, or you 

have skills or knowledge you are willing to share, 

join the Shavings group and come to some meetings.  

With any luck we will have more members host 

meetings and we can meet more often as well. 

Mike 
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Milton West, Picasso   
Banana : Acacia            

Finish 1/3,                  
Make Up  Winged Bowl, 

Maple,  finish 1/3 

 

Gordon Patnude, 
Just something 

nutty!! 

Colin Mackenzie,     
Apple, Pears,       

strawberry Avocado 
Tom Schmida,    

organic & stem, 
Maple & Walnut 

Johnny Alias, Tomato., 
Wood and palmer clay 

Mike Lanahan, Maraschino 
cherry with stem, maple, 

painted red. 
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Paul Rygaard, Plumb,  
Apple and Mushroom.   
Make-up: Winged Bowl 

and  Inside-out 

Gary Keogh, Strawberries, 
Grapes & Lemon/ Cedar, 

Maple, - Lacquer 

Greg Peck, Apple - 
redwood, 

40/20/20, polish 

Bob Gerenser, Eggplant, 
street tree, dye+lacquer 

Pete Zavala, Pear 
(redwood burl), Apple 

(Yew), Shellac finish 

Brian, Organically Turned 
Mushrooms; lemon, orange, 

pomegranate, feijoa,      
camphor 

Brian donated his turnings 
to Santa Clara High School. 
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Gordon Patnude' Eu-cal-y-p-tus 
Bowl, Maple Burl Bowl,         

Farkle Cups, Camphor cup 

Barb Jones'              
1)Koa,shellawax     
2) Betel Nut, CA 

Gary Keogh' End-
grain Eucalyptus 

yarn bowl - Wipe On 
Poly 

John Whittier' Salad Bowl, 
Liquid  Amber, 7 coats 

wipe-on poly 
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Oscar, Natural edge, 
plate & bowl 

Paul Rygaard, Epic Fail- 
Dust collector hood 

Mike Lanahan' Ash salad 
bowl, mineral oil & 

bee's wax finish. 

Brian, Thermed      
hollow form;         

Honduran Mahogany; 
Pre-cat Lacquer 
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Upcoming meeting demos for Silicon Valley Woodturners 
June 3: Claude Godcharles..Shop made Sharpening jigs. 

          Dennis Lillis.. commercial jigs and honing. 

 Bring your sharpening challenges for hands on help. 

July 1:  Bob Bley.. stone inlay. A powerpoint presentation.. everything you want to know with-

out the dust. 

July 18 (tentative): BBQ. Date is a bit uncertain, but the picnic is not. Bring your best (current 

year) piece or two for show and tell to    impress all the wives and other turners. Popular favor-

ite wins a ribbon and bragging rights. 

August 5: YTBD (Tentatively) Barry Uden: Fairing the curve and selecting the appropriate fin-

ish. 

September 3 YTBD Meeting program  

When sharpening tools with a low speed grinder and aluminum oxide wheels thee is a lot of dust, a 

lot of which is the aluminum oxide.  But if you have switched to CBN wheels, all the dust is actually 

tool steel.  To help collect the dust, strategically placed rare earth magnets can collect some of 

it.  That which bypasses the magnets can be picked up placing a magnet inside a plastic bag, and 

sweeping the area around the grinder for metal particles.  Place over the trash and remove the mag-

net to dispose. 

  

Mike 
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Coming Attractions…  

Glenn Lucas           

September 12,2015 
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John Beaver 

November 15,2015 
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By Gary Keogh 

 

 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Mike Lanahan.  

Visitors/New members:  

There were 2 visitors Karen Holteman and another Karen whose last name I did not get.  She was a “student” 

under the tutelage of Marcus Moody. 

Board Meeting Items: 

Perkins Grant Status: 

 -Three Jet Midi lathes were purchased, they have arrived and set up in the SCHS Wood Shop.   

 -The purchase of five more lathes is contemplated and would be financed via donations and 

  Fund Raisers. 

-NorCal  Special Demo Coordinator Dean Adkins has stepped down after doing a great job.  This 

  Leaves an important position open.  There was a meeting in Sonoma attended by persons from 

  the 5 NorCal  Clubs to talk about this situation. 

-John Whittier is changing from the Membership Chair to the Special Events Coordinator.  Paul 

  Rygaard has accepted the Membership Chair.  

-Another new position of Outreach Chair has been created and Gordon Patnude has accepted it. 

-Budget – One thousand dollars was budgeted for a new 65” HDTV but Richard Scott was able to 

  obtain one  from Craig’s List for less which helped out our budget bottom line.  Due to the 

  budget savings it  was decided that the Club would  will purchase one of Richard’s HD cameras 

  as an addition to our video equipment inventory. 

Staff Reports: 

 No reports were made. 

President’s Challenge: 

 This person was otherwise occupied and did not take note of the winners of the Challenge 

 drawing.  The prizes were all wood. 

Show & Tell: 

 After show and tell the break was taken. 

TOP NIGHT! 

The annual top night was held after the break with the following  categories and their winners: 

Largest – Marcus Moody 

Smallest – Glen Krug 

Most attractive – Glen Krug 

Longest Finger Spin – Dave Plemons 

Longest String Spin – Gary Petretti @ 21min 36sec  

 

The meeting was adjourned.  
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Trees of the Bay Area #12  

Platanus X hispanica (X acerifolia) 

By Tony Wolcott 

 

Trees always have an interesting history. This is certainly the case for the London plane tree. In fact the 

Latin name for this tree has recently changed from Platanus X acerifolia to Platanus X hispanica. A pub-

lished article with the new name was discovered and verified to pre-date other articles. The common name 

is problematic which should come as no surprise. There is a reason these names are called ‘common’. A 

British botanist discovered this fertile hybrid between Platanus orientalis (Oriental plane) and Platanus oc-

cidentalis (American sycamore). The only connection to London was that the botanist lived there. This tree 

is a hybrid that commonly naturalizes in nature. There is a wide variance of types and wood can be dark 

pink to creamy white. Please avoid calling this most common street tree ‘sycamore’. That name is rightful-

ly reserved for the California sycamore (Platanus racemosa). There is some confusion on the origin of this 

hybrid, but rest assured the numbers of London plane trees outnumbers any other city street tree. 

Identification is easy. If you come to a tree, look up and start coughing, than it is a London plane tree. Near 

the coast they are riddled with first anthracnose and then powdery mildew. 

The leaves are ‘maple’ like, but furry and leathery. The fruit is a round furry 

ball, often flattened on the ground. The bark is very distinct – mottled almost 

like a quilt between cream color and brown. Burl or failed branches give it a 

gnarled wart like appearance popular in children’s stories. This tree gets 

quite large often arching over entire streets. 

Unfortunately some like to pollard the tree, 

cutting back to hardened off knuckles every 

spring. This practice in the name of uniformity 

gives the London plane a decapitated look. 

One favorable aspect of Platanus X hispanica 

is the tree’s toughness. It can handle smog, 

any soil, lack of water, too much water. It is a 

very tough tree often root pruned in excess 

without too much tree dieback. Hence, this 

tree is popular with the architects who unfortunately don’t have to prune it. 

The further away you are from the coast the better this tree looks. More than 

a few streets in Berkeley are lined with London plane trees. 

Turning this wood is a great pleasure, like going through pudding. As is the 

case with maples and maple like trees such as the London Plane, the grain 

and the growth rings are almost invisible so the wood is quite homogenous and consistent, not spectacular. 

Early growth and late growth each year is diffuse porous so that there is little to no distinction on the 

growth rings. Tools are able to put a fine finish almost without sandpaper. Embellishments such as stain-

ing, texturizing even painting are all possible. This wood is quite nice as filler wood, especially for seg-

mented work, similar to Acer negundo or Box elder. 
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Even Roy wants to know... 

How did you do that? 
Rich Johnson's 

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chain-

saw to polish. An all day 

class. Book available. Sign 

up now. 

(209) 710-8795  

17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

 

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
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2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 

President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denjlillis@gmail.com 

Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 

Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 

 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514

 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789  

Webmaster Pete Zavela ((405)849-2858 zavelawoodturning@gmail.com 

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 
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It takes more than 

the officers and pro-

gram chairs to make our 

club function at its best.  

If your name’s not in the 

column at right, we still 

need your help in other 

ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP WANT-

ED ad, and we need you 

to respond.  There are 

always things that need 

doing.  In particular, we 

need:  

• Volunteers for shop 

tours  

• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  

• Members to write up 

their profiles for the 

newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 

Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Mike 

Lanahan to volunteer 

and help make our activ-

ities happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will 

help you get your article ready if need be.  Deadline is one week after our club 

meeting.  

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter 

for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the 

newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been re-

printed from another source with permission, you must secure that same permis-

sion in order to use that material.  

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 
The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members 

who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or master a technique that just 

doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge 

bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Rich Johnson, latheart@pacbell.net , (209) 710-8795 all type to turning sup-

port available from beginner to professional.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, 

Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, 

and coring  

SVW NEEDS 

YOU!  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 

by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those 

who successfully 

complete all 12 

President’s Chal-

lenge projects for 

the year.  Those 

who meet the chal-

lenge are awarded 

coveted and distinc-

tive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A 

blue bar in the ac-

companying chart 

means that person 

has completed the 

project for the 

month indicated.  

You needn’t be a 

great turner, you 

just need to partici-

pate.  Make some-

thing in our Chal-

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/


 

http://www.svwoodturners.org/ 

Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-

con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 

check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   

John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City 

_________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  

Member-

ship* 

Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  

April - June 

  3
rd

 Quar-

ter          

July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quar-

ter   Oct. - 

Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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Woodturning Symposia 2015 

 
 AAW 29th International Symposium, Pittsburgh, PA June 25th-28th, 2015 

 Woodturners of Olympia Symposium, Olympia, WA, July 25th, 2015 

 SWATurners Symposium, Waco, TX August 21st-23rd, 2015 

 16th Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, Loveland, CO September  

 Turning Southern Style XXI Symposium, GAW September 18th-20th, 2015 

 7th Annual Wisconsin Woodturners Expo, Eau Claire, WI October, 2015 

 Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild, Harrison, IN, October 9th-11th, 2015 

 

        Brought to you by the fine folks at Cascade Woodturners 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, 

with center holes—      Select a disk size appropriate 

to the size blank you want to bandsaw from a log, 

and secure it to the log through the center hole to the 

log with a wood screw, and cut outside  

the disk with the saw for an optimally sized and 

shaped turning blank.   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF 

disks increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 

20”, depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, 

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

Join us Wednesday, June 3rd @ 

7:00 P.M., at : 

Santa Clara High School Woodshop 

 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara, CA  

It is right across the street from the 

Baptist Church sign, and just past 

(coming from Kiely) a No Entrance 

sign.   

June Program: Sharpening and       

Honing          

June Challenge: Embellished 
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