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The President’s Turn 

Wow!  It’s been a full year that you have had to put up with me as president!!!    It sure 

does not seem that long.    I continue to be honored that I can serve the club and, to tell 

the truth, when I compare my skills to the skills of so many in the club I continue to feel 

somewhat like an imposter.    The only saving grace is that nowhere in the bylaws does it 

say the president has to be a skilled turner.   . 

All joking aside, I do want to do a good job as president and, to that end, I have a favor to 

ask.    Please let me know how I can do better.   I really do want feedback and I promise that I will not be 

offended.   I am a firm believer that one of the best ways to improve is to get feedback from others. 

Our December meeting was the annual holiday dinner and Joe Martinka did a great job organizing it.  We 

had about 30 people at the dinner and I think everyone had a good time!   (Well….maybe Gary K.  didn’t.   

Everyone kept ‘stealing’ from him in the gift exchange  .)    A lot of members choose not to attend the holi-

day dinner, but I have always enjoyed them. If you did not go this year, you should give it a try next year.   

You will be glad you did. 

Elsewhere in the newsletter you will find the presidents challenges and the program schedule for the year.   
Mark has lined up a lot of great presentations that relate to the challenges.  The plan is to have a demon-
stration and then have a related challenge the following month.    It is going to be a great opportunity to 
practice what you learn. 
Well, that is a wrap for the 20th Anniversary year for SVW.   I will leave you with a poem I wrote 3 years ago 

at the end of my first year with the club: 

May your turnings be many and your catches be few. 
May the wood slice like butter as you peel with the skew. 
May your curves all be true as you master that form. 
Your designs bring out beauty that’s distinct from the norm 
Let the finish be silky as you show off the wood. 
Be proud of your product, you did best that you could. 
Let your passion for turning create gifts that are treasures. 
And let the holiday season bring joy and great pleasures. 
Happy Holidays!! 

Thanks to everyone for making it a great year. 

Paul 
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2018 Schedule of Presidents Challenge and Programs 
January 3rd: 

Challenge: Turned Name Badge 
Program:Dennis Lillis - Turning a Green Thin Walled Bowl 

 
February7th:  

Challenge: Thin Walled Bowl 
Program: Mark Koenig - Lidded Box/Peppermill 

 
March 7th: 

Challenge: Lidded Box or Peppermill 
Program: Cindy Navarro – Reconstructed Household Utensils (BAWA member) 

 

April 4th:  
Challenge: For the Kitchen - Not a bowl 
Program: Sharpening Demo/Sawdust Sessions/Turn-N-Learn hands on help 

 
May 2nd:  

Challenge: Top 
Program: Top Contest 

 
June 6th:  

Challenge: Coloring a turned object 
Program:Sanding Demo/Sawdust Sessions/Turn-N-Learn hands on help 

 
July 11th:  

Challenge:  School Donation 
Program: Jim Rodgers – Concepts of Design (BAWA member) 

 
August 1st:  

Challenge: A bowl between 6 and 7 inches wide, 3 to 4 inches tall, no embellishments.                      
Design focus is in form, function, finish, footing/base, feel, flow. 
Program/Sawdust Session - Bowl Compare and Critique.   
 

September 5th:  
Challenge: Collaboration or Training 
Program:Jim Gott – Natural Edge Bowl/Platter 

 
October 3rd:  

Challenge: Natural Edge Bowl/Platter 
Program:Dennis Lillis - Turn a Calabash Style Bowl 
 

November 7th:   
Challenge: Calabash Style Bowl 
Program:Finishing your projects 

 
December 5th: 

Challenge: For the Holidays! 
Program: Holiday dinner 
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Quercus kelloggii  The California Black Oak 

 

Time to look around at trees that have grown here for thousands of years – our California natives. Too often 

we are overly impressed with foreign woods and their wavy grains and spectacular colors. California land-

scape is dominated by one genus – Quercus, the oaks. The oak woodlands dominate from San Francisco to 

the foothills of the Sierras. In reading tree books one should avoid authors who have not ventured out to Cal-

ifornia. They are easy to spot because they may mention one California oak, like the coast live oak and forget 

about the valley oak, the black oak, the blue oak, the canyon live oak, the interior live oak, the gold cup oak, 

the mall oak. It’s a shame because these oaks have their place in the plant world. A few hundred years back 

the black oak (Quercus kelloggii) was the dominant oak in Contra Costa County. But the descent of the water 

table and the Spanish thirst for mast wood spelled their end here. However, venture up into the mountains 

in the low areas where there is some water, and you will find black oak, even black oak forests.  

Black oak is well worth the effort because the wood is great to turn, smells like red cabernet wine barrels. 

Like most oaks the wood is hard, heavy and durable. The rays are ever present. And unlike the live oaks and 

the valley oak, there is not a lot of movement when the black oak dries. Black oak has been rediscovered for 

flooring. Even in the west red oak has always been the choice for floors and white oak the choice for cabi-

netry and these days white oak slabs are highly valued. This is more of an eastern United States bias. Red oak 

(Quercus rubrum) and white oak (Quercus alba) are native to the east. Woodworkers in the east often jest 

that red oak is a weed, best left for the California market! 

We have the OAKS! Your best black oaks are found in the forests like the Grass Valley area. There are many 

ways to spot a black oak. The trunk is dark, nearly black with moss on the north side for the directionally 

challenged. The best way to identify is the leaf. The deciduous leaves make quite a pile below the tree. The 

leaves are large, 4-8 inches long, with deep sinuses and small points on top of each lobe. The sharp points on 

the leaf is a dead give away for a black oak. Although deciduous this oak belongs in the red oak group along 

with the live oaks.  

These are not easterners discovering their 
first true black oak, but tribal members and 
scientists gathering acorns for planting. 

The acorn. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


 

http://www.svwoodturners.org/ Page 10 Page 10 

Black oak is a common name for several species of tree. These include: Quercus kelloggii, the California 
black oak, a Western U.S. tree species; Quercus velutina, the Eastern black oak, an Eastern U.S. and Canadi-
an tree species; The California black oak, Quercus kelloggii, is a critical species for wildlife. Oaks may be the 
single most important genus used by wildlife for food and cover in California forests and rangelands, and 
California black oak occupies more total area in California than any other hardwood species. Livestock also 
make heavy use of this species for food and cover.Acorns are relatively large in this species, from 1 to 1.2 
inches (2.5-3 cm) long and 0.6 to 0.7 inch (1.5-1.8 cm) wide. 
Oak in general is just too boring for some, but I find the black oak to be a fine wood. My morning cereal 
comes out of a black oak bowl. The wood is strong and handsome, quite utilitarian. I recommend it highly 
and a much better choice that the eastern imposters.  

Enough said! 

-Tony Wolcott 

Quercus kelloggii  The California Black Oak 
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The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  
You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool 

control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or 

Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, and coring. 

Gordon Patnude, gppatnude@comcast.net, (408)267-6789 Pen Turning 

John Whittier: whit10506@aol.com, (408)761-3941sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, 
tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

 

President Paul Rygard (408) 866-0390 prygard@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Mikelan@aol.com 

Treasurer Tom Schmida  (831) 688-3866 tschmida@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411     bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair. Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

Outreach Chair      Joe Martinka (408)735-7245       exegrec3@Yahoo.com 

Photographers Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 mikelan@aol.com       

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Mark Koenig (408) 888-4944 mskoenig@ieee.org 

Webmaster Pete Zavala   (405) 849-2858      zavalawoodturning@gmail.com                                    

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Social Chair. Joe Martinka (408) 735-7245 exegrec3@yahoo.com 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, by the 

end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those who 

successfully complete 

all 12 President’s Chal-

lenge projects for the 

year.  Those who meet 

the challenge are 

awarded coveted and 

distinctive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A blue 

bar in the accompany-

ing chart means that 

person has completed 

the project for the 

month indicated.  You 

needn’t be a great 

turner, you just need to 

participate.  Make 

something in our Chal-

lenge theme and bring 

it to the next meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the President's Challenges, go to: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/files/Presidents Challenge/ 
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-
con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting 
and check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail 

with check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Gordon Patnude, 1348  Whitegate Ave, San Jose,  CA  95125  Phone: 253-820-8684-- email: gppatnude@comcast.net  
Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  

Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2nd Quarter  

April - June 
  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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It takes more than the officers and program chairs to make our club function at its best.  If your name’s 
not in the column at right, we still need your help in other ways to manage some of the club’s activities.  
This is a HELP WANTED ad, and we need you to respond.  There are always things that need doing.  In partic-
ular, we need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & Tricks for the Chips & Chatter newsletter 
Please contact Mike Lanahan to volunteer and help make our activities happen. 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turn-

ers.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, 

and mention our web site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been 

reprinted from another source with permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that 

material.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

 

930 Ashby Ave, Berkeley, CA 94710  
930 Ashby Ave, Berkeley, CA 94710  
berkeley@macbeath.com 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, with 

center holes—   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks 

increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, or 

the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

  turninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

turninghands@yahoo.com 

Join us Wed., January 3rd @7:00PM 

Santa Clara High School Woodshop 

 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara, CA  

It is right across the street from the 

Baptist Church sign, and just past 

(coming from Kiely) a No Entrance 

sign.   

Jan. Program: Dennis Lillis Thin Walled 

Bowls 

Jan. Challenge: Turned Name Badge 

Dinner before the Meeting:   

Watch for email update 
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