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COMING UP!
Meeting
Club members dem-
onstrate finishing 
techniques, Sep-
tember 7th.

Santa Clara Home & 
Garden Show, Sep-
tember 9–11th.

owners didn’t support the shop portion of the 
stores, however, so all but three closed down 
their shop space and became just retail stores. 

Craig was an engineer at the time, and an 
amateur astronomer as well, making his own 
telescopes of wood. People who’d seen them 
commented that they’d like to make their 
own telescopes as well, but lived in condos 
and couldn’t get shop access. He got the idea 
of renting tools and space for the shop-chal-
lenged, but friends discouraged him because 
of the cost of liability insurance. Just over a 

Go to page 5

Craig Colvin, owner of the Sawdust 
Shop in Sunnyvale, took the SVW stage in 
August to talk about his new company.

As Craig explains it, the Sawdust Shop 
is a mixture of three businesses: a wood-
working store, a 4000 s.f. workshop where 
you can rent time to work on projects, 
and a classroom where you can build your 
woodworking skills. The idea had been 
tried before with The Woodworkers’ Club, 
a Vermont company that started in 1997. It 
built 11 stores around the country before 
selling the franchise to Woodcraft. The new 

Craig Colvin’s Sawdust ShopAugust, 2005
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Join us Wednesday, September 7th at 7 
P.M., when club members demonstrate finish-
ing techniques, at Rich Johnson's Woodturning 
Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: WITH HANDLE

It is time 
once 
again 

to talk about the September 9 
– 11 Home and Garden Show. 
I have all the paperwork and 
some free tickets for this show. 
As a club we have a booth that 
is usually 10 x 20 feet. We are 
there to share Woodturning 
and show the public what 

“Turning” is all about. We will demonstrate on 
our club mini Jet lathe during all show hours. 

All members are welcome to join us. Not 
only do we get to turn but we are allowed to 
sell our turnings. If you would like to sell your 
turnings, or turn on the club lathe, or would 
just like to join us for this event, please sign 
up. I have a sign-up sheet on my door by my 
bandsaw.

Our both will have three members in it for 
each shift. One person takes a turn at the sales 
table and is responsible for the paperwork and 
packaging. One person is a floater and is re-
sponsible for sales and talking with the public. 
He or she will also help with getting turning 
information out to the public. The third person 
takes a “turn” at the lathe, and can turn whatev-
er he or she wants. After an hour or so we rotate 
all three people to different jobs. That way 
everyone gets a chance at all three positions. 

Our booth is given to us in exchange for the 
demonstration and donations. At the end of the 
show, the last shift collects a turning from each 
of the selling artists and those are given to the 
show manager. We usually put in pieces that 
would sell for $35 – $50. Each artist designates 
which piece to donate, or the last shift makes 
that decision for them when it is time to make 
the donation. This is a very small cost to us for 
the opportunity to sell our art. 

Join us if you can.

PRES SEZ

Next month...
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

President’s 
Challenge

Phil Roybal showed a tabletop 
made of cocobolo, birdseye maple, 
and lacewood, veneered over an MDF 
core and finished with lacquer.

Michael Wiley made a layered 
bowl of oak, mahogany, and poplar, 
finished with lacquer and wax.

Dick Pickering showed a tiny 
bowl made out of pen blanks using 
Malcolm Tibbits’ technique.

Jim Gott brought a pen made of 
red dyed box elder and blackwood, 
finished with lacquer.

Mike Pogue brought a bowl of 
amboyna burl and ebony, finished with 
Shellawax and Renaissance Wax. 

Mike Rude showed a Baltic birch 
plywood vase, which he finished with 
Wipe On Poly.

Rick Parfitt brought a lamp glued 
up from walnut and maple with a  
zebrawood base. It was unfinished at 
meeting time.

Rich Johnson showed a poplar 
top turned from a glued up blank and 
finished with 50% Deft.

Rick Parfitt and Jim Gott won the 
President’s Challenge.

Clockwise from top left: Phil 
Roybal, Mike Pogue, Mike Rude, 
Rick Parfitt, Rich Johnson, Jim 
Gott, Dick Pickering, and Michael 
Wiley.

GLUE UP

Continued on page 4. 
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Show and Tell
Tony Bryhan showed a jacaranda 

salad bowl, stained dark with steel 
wool and vinegar, then charred to 
darken it further. He also brought a 
smaller, unfinished bowl to show how 
the same wood looks raw.

John Brugo presented a series 
of miniature blackwood hats, one of 
which he also used to force his pickup 
truck into daylight headlight mode by 
using it to cover a light sensor.

Mike Rude brought a series of 
Benjamin’s Best HSS turning tools 
which he’d bought from Penn State at 
$32.50 for the set.

Jim Gott brought a pair of bay 
natural edge bowls, finished with 
lacquer.

Rich Johnson turned a buckeye 
burl bowl with several holes in the 
sides. He finished it with 50% Deft.

Mike Magrill was in town for the 
meeting, and brought a trio of bowls. 
One, in walnut, was in Neal Scobie’s 
“erosion bowl” form. A second, of 
privit, was turned as a shallow open 
bowl. These two bowls had three feet 
each. The third bowl, of mesquite, was 
turned by Neil Scobie when he was at 
Mike’s house.

Clockwise from top left: Tony 
Bryhan, Rich Johnson, Mike 
Magrill, Jim Gott, John Brugo.
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year ago he figured out how to handle 
the insurance issue and went look-
ing for a space. The big problem was 
mixing retail and industrial functions 
without rezoning of a property. He 
made offers on seven buildings before 
settling on the Sunnyvale site.

The store opened June 16th, and 
is still building inventory. They carry 
15 or so species of wood, and turn-
ing blanks will be coming soon. Craig 
would like to have the best wood 
prices in the South Bay. The store 
stocks Jet lathes in mini-, midi-, and 
full-size. Other brands will be avail-
able as well. He carries Robert Larson 
and Crown turning tools, and is look-
ing into becoming a Oneway dealer. 
He also carries a full range of tools for 
general woodworking.

Behind the store, a well-equipped 
shop is available for rental customers 
and students. The space houses several 
workstations along with planers, join-
ers, drill presses, and other stationary 
tools. There are six lathes: one 14" and 
the rest 12". Cabinet saws are the new 
SawStop units, which can stop the saw 
blade within .003 seconds when they 

detect a finger on the blade. (There 
will be a free demo of the saw’s capa-
bility in September.) There are two 14" 
bandsaws and one 18" unit. They have 
a 22" planer and a Performax 22-44 
drum sander. There’s an 8" jointer, and 
a MultiRouter is on the way. There are 
lockers available for people’s tools, 
and fenced cages ranging from 6' x 
8' to 25' x 40' are also available on a 
weekly or monthly rental basis. No 
finishing is allowed yet, though you 
can apply finishes to pieces on the 
lathes. Six to eight months from now 
there will be a finishing room in the 
back, but probably not a spray booth. 

The staff maintains and sharpens 
the stationary tools, and provides an 
orientation for anyone who rents shop 
time, showing how to use and adjust 
any equipment the renter is going to 
use. Members provide or purchase 
consumables such as sandpaper, and 
are responsible for cleaning up their 
own messes.

Shop time is available under a 
variety of plans, explained on the 
company’s web site. $85/month gets 
you unlimited access during all shop 

hours; a weekday program is $55/mo. 
You’ll find several other plans as well. 
For the full story, check out www.saw-
dustshop.com.

The Sawdust Shop offers a 
growing list of classes for beginning 
through advanced woodworkers. Sub-
jects include fundamentals of wood-
working, surface decoration, carving, 
bentwood lamination, woodworking 
for kids and parents, woodworking 
for older kids, sharpening, finish-
ing, jigmaking, and guitar making. 
More classes are coming. The com-
pany is looking for someone to teach 
woodturning for beginners. 

Classes cost $85 and up, averag-
ing around $125. Typical classes are 6 
people max.

Craig also rents his facility to 
groups which want to have their own 
demonstrators provide workshops, 
or need space for club meetings. Bay 
Area Woodworkers, NorCal Marque-
try Club, and other groups meet there.

Craig’s got a lot of enthusiasm and 
some great ideas. Stop in to check out 
the store at 452 Oakmead Parkway in 
Sunnyvale, near Lawrence Express-
way and Arques St.

Continued from page 1

Tabletop
Phil Roybal
Birdseye maple, lacewood, 
and cocobolo over MDF core.

http://www.sawdustshop.com
http://www.sawdustshop.com
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HOW TO DO IT

The local Woodcraft stores put on 
a pair of half-day, hands-on workshops 
in Foster City last month. Liberon and 
Zinsser representatives were there to 
talk about shellac and oil finishes, and 
to help us try a range of their products. 
I attended one session with about two 
dozen other people, and found it well 
worth the $12 fee.

I started with Zinsser, where Gene 
Hoyas, Brand Manager for Clear Fin-
ishes, talked about shellac.Shellac is 
compatible with all other finishes and 
sticks to any surface. It’s a fine finish 
on its own, and can serve as a bar-
rier coat between stains and finishes 
that use different solvents; i.e.: oil- or 
spirit-based stains and water-based 
lacquers. Shellac works as a pore filler, 
and can seal wood prior to painting 
so that if one later strips the paint, 
it comes off cleanly without leaving 
color in the pores of the wood. 

Shellac is a solvent release finish 
(unlike varnish): new coats dissolve 
into previous coats so projects can be 
recoated any time. It is food safe when 

dry, and does not darken with age. It 
has a limited shelf life (about 3 years 
for Zinsser blond shellac, longer if 
stored in a refrigerator).

Gene recommends sanding new 
wood to #220 prior to applying a fin-
ish, then brushing on two coats of 1-lb 
cut (diluted 2:1 with denatured alco-
hol) shellac about 15 minutes apart. 
Sand again with #220 to remove raised 
grain (the alcohol in shellac attracts 
water from the atmosphere, so shellac 
will raise the grain as water does), then 
wipe or brush on full-strength coats to 
achieve the desired thickness of finish. 
Finally, sand and rub out the finish to 
the desired level of gloss.

Gene gave us test boards, cans of 
clear, amber, and pigmented shellac, 
French polish, rags, and brushes. He 
had us apply the shellacs with rags 
and brushes in various concentrations 
(“cuts”), observing how they soaked 
in, dried, and formed films, and what 
effects they had on the color of the 
wood. We tried tinting the shellacs 
with Liberon’s new Mixol tints, and 
also mixing in metallic powders to cre-
ate various effects. Finally, he showed 
us how to clean shellac off our hands 
easily with household ammonia.

After a coffee break, I moved 
to the Liberon table where Joanne 
Campisi of Sepp Leaf (the company 
that imports Liberon from the U.K.) 
had laid out a variety of Liberon oils, 
tinted waxes, and Mixol tinting stains.

Joanne had us oil a sample board 
and observe how the wood darkened. 
Then we tinted the oil with various 
colors to see what effects we could 
produce. Liberon oil seemed to have 
very little bleed out and dries in just 

five hours, unlike oils I normally use.
Next, she had us open the grain 

of sample boards by brushing with 
a copper brush and color them with 
Liberon Palette Wood Dye combined 
with various Mixol tints. We wiped 
the boards dry within 10 minutes and 
applied various colored decorative 
waxes with steel wool, followed by a 
coat of neutral wax. These produced a 
multi-colored effect, with the surfaces 
showing the dye colors and the pores 
holding the decorative wax colors.

 We tried various gilding wax-
es (copper, silver, gold) and achieved 
surfaces with solid metallic appearanc-
es, rather like applying leaf. We also 
experimented with applying various 
colored Black Bison paste waxes over 
our colored and gilded surfaces to tone 
down and blend the colors.

I left with lots of samples, litera-
ture, and ideas to try. You’ll find more 
information at http://zinsser.com/ and 
http://liberon.com/, and will find the 
products at Woodcraft stores.

Oil, Wax, and Shellac Finishes Phil Roybal

Gene Hoyas demonstrates the 
French polish technique.

Joanne Campisi talks about 
colored waxes.

http://zinsser.com
http://liberon.com/
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CLUB NOTES
SVW needs YOU

It takes more than the officers and 
program chairs to make our club func-
tion at its best. If your name's not in 
the column at right, we still need your 
help in smaller ways to manage some 
of the club's activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. Specifically, 
right now we need people to staff th 
Home and Garden Show.

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make these activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use. 
Note that if we’ve flagged an article 
as having been reprinted from another 
source with permission, you must 
secure that same permission in order 
to use that material.

VOLUNTEER INSTRUCTORS

The turners below have graciously 
offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Phil 
Roybal to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and comraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Ayman Sayed ((408) 623-6961
asayed@cisco.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
RPS@wwdb.org

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chairs
Lloyd & Becky Frisbee
408 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com (Lloyd)
lfrisbee@pacbell.net (Becky)

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Bob Bowers (408) 972-1684
rbbwrs1@cs.com

Ways & Means
Steve Dahout (408) 981-6183
sdahout@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com

Bowl
Mike Pogue
Amboyna burl and ebony.
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ANNUAL PICNIC

Continued on page 9.

Craig Thorson cooks BBQ for the 
crowd.

Members gathered once again at 
the Johnsons’ house in mid July for 
SVW’s annual club picnic, instant 
gallery, and swap meet. We enjoyed 
sunshine, cold beer, and Craig and 
Michelle’s great food, while display-
ing our best work from the past year. 
Top items in several categories were 
selected by visitors’ votes. Here are 
scenes from the event, along with 
pictures of the top items.

The buffet line at 1P.M.

Swap meet items sit on the ground 
outside the workshop.

Al Gore sets up the instant gallery 
inside the shop.

The crowd files in after lunch to 
cast their votes for their favorite 
turnings.

Members gather in the shop as the 
gallery winners are announced. 

Relaxing in the shade for food and 
conversation.

Instant gallery items are ready for 
judging on several tables around 
the shop.
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Picnic, from previous page.

  

FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE

BOWLS

Josh Salisan Dick Pickering

Mike Rude

SPINDLE TURNINGS

Mike Rude
Steve Dahout

Steve Dahout

SEGMENTED TURNINGS

Ayan Sayed

Mike Rude

Picnic Instant Gallery Winners

Continued on page 10.
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CRAFT ITEMS

Dick Pickering

Herb Green

Dick Pickering

LIDDED TURNINGS

Phil Roybal

Steve Dahout

Herb Green

Ayman Sayed

There was a tie for first 
place in the Lidded Turnings 

category.

Picnic, from previous 
page.

Continued on page 11.
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Natural Edges

Ayman Sayed

Herb Green

Al Gore

PLATES AND PLATTERS

Ayman Sayed Rich Johnson

Josh Salesin

There was a tie for second 
place in this category

Tom Donnelly

Continued on page12.

Picnic, from previous page.
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HOLLOW FORMS

Garry Petretti
BEST OF SHOW

Phil Roybal

Herb Green

There were ties for second 
and third places in this 

category.

Jim Gott

Mike Rude

Picnic, from previous page.
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MULTI-CLUB PICNIC

The annual multi-club picnic took 
place last weekend at the San Ramon 
Senior Center. It featured a demo by 
Meryl Saylen, BBQ, and a top turning 
and spinning contest which BAWA 
won. Here’s how it looked (thanks to 
Herb Green for the pictures).

Lined up for lunch.

Eating in the shade on a warm 
afternoon.

A turner can never have too much 
turning stock!

Turning team captain Jim Gott 
turns a top.

Rich Johnson tries his hand at top 
making.

Turning tops in the shade of the 
gazebo.

Time for the spin-off!

And the winner is... BAWA.
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
We’re in the South Bay Fall Home 

and Garden Show, September 9–11, 
at the Santa Clara Convention Center, 
and we still need people to help work 
the SVW booth. Sign up for a shift 
with Rich.

AYMAN SAYED 
(VP/PROGRAMS)

Our September meeting will fea-
ture finishing techniques, and will be 
presented by several SVW members.

CRAIG THORSON 
(TREASURER)
No report this month

Save your Woodcraft receipts for 
Craig, who can use them to earn dis-
counts for the club.

DICK PICKERING 
(APPAREL)

We have hats and patches, as well 
as iron on transfers. See Dick. Be sure 
to wear your SVW insignia when you 
work the Home and Garden Show.

STEVE DAHOUT

(WAYS AND MEANS)
Steve is our new Ways and Means 

Chair, taking over from Ace.

AL GORE

(LIBRARY)
The library has lots of books, vid-

eos, and tools available, and rental is 
just $2/month. See our Yahoo site for a 
listing of what’s available.

STAFF REPORTS

PHIL ROYBAL

(SEC’Y/EDITOR)
We’ve got a new roster available 

in the Files/Member Info section of 
our Yahoo group site.

Other Business
Club member Mike Whittier can 

provide custom turning smocks to 
your specifications in your choice of 
fabrics and colors. The price is $35 if 
you like his colors, or $35 plus two 
yards of fabric if you want a special 
color or fabric.

Two new members joined us in 
the last month. Please welcome Mike 
Pogue of Sunnyvale and Ard Sealy 
of Incline Village, NV. When you see 
them at a meeting, introduce yourself 
and make them feel welcome.

Chips & Chatter Receives 
AAW Award Plaque

Chips and Chatter was selected 
as the best AAW chapter newslet-
ter in the nation last June. The AAW 
awarded plaques to the first-, second-, 
and third-place newsletter editors at 
the July Symposium in Kansas City. 
Unfortunately, none of us could be 
there to accept the award, so AAW 
mailed it after the Symposium and I 
just received it.

The plaque 
is a nice cherry 
plate, about 12 
inches in diam-
eter, with laser 
engraving. I’ll 
bring it to the 
September meet-
ing for Show and 
Tell.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to 
polish. An all day class. Book avail-
able. Sign up now. (408) 254-8485.

FOR SALE

1” A2 blades, steel shafts, wal-
nut handles, immaculate finish, 
honed and ready to use. $45
Round A2 blades $15

Phil Roybal
408 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

...a joy to use. 
I love it!
Ayman Sayed

FOR SALE
Sand Blast Cabinet complete with sand and gun   $125
Jet AFS 1500 DUST Collector  (Room Air Filter) $300
Tool Rest set 1” posts $100
Tool Rest set 5/8” posts $80
Contact Rich Johnson, 408 254-8485, or email to 
latheart@pacbell.net

CALENDAR
September

7TH

Regular club meeting. Round robin 
presentation on finishing techniques 
by various SVW members.

9TH–11TH

Home & Garden Show at Santa Clara 
Convention Center.

17TH–18TH

Rocky Mountain Woodturning Sym-
posium, Lowland, CO. www.rmwood-
turningsymposium.com.

OCTOBER

5TH

Regular club meeting.

28TH–30TH

The Woodworking Show at San Mateo 
Expo Center.

November
2ND

Regular club meeting.

12TH

All-day demo by Chriss Stott at Rich 
Johnson’s Woodturning Center.
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge proj-
ects for 2005. Those who meet the 
challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges.

A green bar in the chart below 
means that a person has completed the 

President’s Challenge project for the 
month indicated.

If you’ve missed a challenge this 
year, it’s not too late to get in the 
game. Bring your make up piece to the 
next meeting and get credit for partici-
pating.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, email Phil 
at prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

You don’t have to be a great turner to join the fun. 
Make something in our Challenge theme and bring 
it to the next meeting.
Upcoming President’s Challenges include: 
Sept. With Handle
October Deliberately Altered
November Serving (hint...utilitarian)
December Gift


