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COMING UP!
Monthly Meeting:
January 4th.

Santa Clara Home 
and Garden Show,
January 20—22nd.

have an oval body instead of a sphere, with 
the widest part above the vertical center of 
the piece. Tonight, he plans to make a body 
of redwood burl with an icicle and finial of 
cocobolo. He usually uses pen blanks as the 
basis for his icicles, and he likes cocobolo 
because it is strong in thin sections and its oils 
lubricate the cut.

Jim begins by mounting a 2" diameter 
redwood burl dowel in the chuck and turning 
the body shape on the end of this blank. He 

Go to page 5

Club photographer and orna-
ment maker extraordinaire Jim 
Gott took the stage in December 
to show us how he turns Christ-
mas ornaments. Jim finds he can 
make more money making several small 
ornaments then he can spending the same 
amount of time and money for materials to 
make a bowl. He’s made at least 50 of these 
little treasures and he’s gotten good at it. 

Jim likes to design his ornaments to 
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Join us Wednesday, January 4th at 7 
P.M., for our monthly meeting at Rich John-
son's Woodturning Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: TURNED NAME 
BADGE

With 
the new year upon us 
and a meeting only a few 
weeks away, here are the 
President’s Challenges 
for 2006:
Jan.  Turned Badge
Feb.  Turning under 2"
Mar.  Treen
Apr.  With Bark
May  Top
Jun.  Glued
Jul.  With Stem
Aug.  Hollowed
Sept.  With Lid
Oct.  Altered
Nov.  With Holes
Dec.  Gift

With this list, join in the fun of the 
Ironman program and come up with 
your interpretation of the suggested 

projects.  There is something here for 
everyone! What can you come up with 
for a Turned Name Badge?  Have you 
seen the ones DP or RJ or MR have 
turned?

Each month we have a Show and 
Tell at the beginning of the meeting.  
That is an opportunity for us to see 
what you might be working on.  Bring 
it in. Show us. Let us see your new 
projects. 

We have a Home and Garden Show 
this next month.  The sign-up sheet is 
on the door in my shop. 

Thanks to those that came to our 
annual Xmas party and made it an-
other great success.  PS: Thanks also 
for the help with the tables.

PRES SEZ

Next month...

Badge ideas from 2003
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Rich Johnson led off with a small 
alabaster vase, finished with water-
based Deft. He’s vowed never to turn 
alabaster again because of the dust it 
creates.

Mike Rude showed a set of four 
elm salad bowls, finished with 50% 
Deft.

Mike Pogue presented a small 
sphericon of redheart, which he buffed 
with the Beale System.

Frank Salinas brought in his 
first box, turned from ziricote with a 
peaked top. He finished it with lacquer 
sanding sealer.

Steve Rosenthal turned two birch 
boxes, one finished with Wipe-on Poly 
and the other with Tung Oil. 

Dick Pickering presented a 
cocobolo pen and a trio of cocobolo 
wine bottle stoppers, all finished with 
Crystal Coat.

Michael Wiley showed us a set 
of five bottle stoppers turned from 
cocobolo, ewe, padauk and other 
woods, and finished with spray lac-
quer.

Becky Frisbee turned two pendent 
watches, one from Corian and the 
other from pink ivory, to be worn like 
necklaces.

Clockwise from top left: Rich 
Johnson, Steve Rosenthal, Dick 
Pickering, Michael Wiley, Becky 
Frisbee, Frank Salinas, Mike 
Pogue, and Mike Rude.

GIFT

President’s 
Challenge
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Challenge continued from page 3.
Lloyd Frisbee made a lidded box 

of ash, finished with Deft.
Phil Roybal turned a walnut plate, 

inlaid with narra and walnut burl in the 
shape of a stem of walnut leaves. He 
finished it with Wipe-on Poly and wax.

Jim Gott made a pair of earrings 
of cocobolo and spalted maple.

Mike Pogue and Jim Gott won the 
President’s Challenge raffle.

Show and Tell
Dick Pickering brought in a shav-

ing brush of oak and walnut, with 
maple veneer. 

Rich Johnson showed a natural 
edged cork oak vase. He also showed 
a pair of redwood hollow forms, fin-
ished with water-based Deft. Finally 
he presented a Precision Multi-Star 
chuck (a model that hasn’t been for 
sale in 20 years), with the original 
packaging.

Rich Dege brought in some hol-
lowing tools for sale. 

Clockwise from top left: Lloyd 
Frisbee, Dick Pickering, Rich 
Johnson, Jim Gott, and Phil 
Roybal.
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uses a spindle gouge for this task, and 
runs the lathe at its highest speed. He 
nearly completes the body shape, but 
leaves about a half-inch diameter stem 
connecting it to the blank to provide 
strength for hollowing. He turns small 
flats at the top and bottom, where the 
finial and icicle will enter the ball. 
This allows a close fit with no gaps.

Next, Jim drills a 3/8" Forstner bit 
all the way through the blank to make 
a mortise for the icicle and the finial. 
This style of bit does a poor job of 
clearing waste, so he backs the bit out 

several times to knock off the chips.
Jim uses Rich Dege miniature hol-

lowing tools to hollow his ornaments. 
He hollows just to reduce the weight 
of the piece, so he doesn’t worry about 
wall thickness or interior finish. He 
selects the angled scraper and sights 
along the body to the proposed bottom 
of the inside, and marks the depth on 
the scraper shaft with masking tape. 
This tells him how deep to hollow. He 
hollows until he feels chips fouling 
the tool, then stops and blows out the 
waste wood. The wood blank screams 
and chatters a bit as he hollows it on 
its narrow support stem. 

Jim stops and checks wall thick-
ness with a David Ellsworth-style wire 
gage made from a coat hanger. He sets 
a pair of dividers to the gap between 
the gage points, then puts one point 
inside the bowl and uses the dividers 
to estimate how thick the wall is. He 
looks for a thickness of around ¼" 
with a soft wood such as redwood.

Continued from page 1

With the bowl hollowed, Jim turns 
the blank down past the stem to give 
himself some clearance, and turns the 
stem down to around 9/16" diameter, 

with a 3/8" hole through it. 
Jim sands the bowl, starting with 

#80 and going up to #600 sandpaper, 
then checks for scratches or defects. 
He sprays the piece with Deft aerosol 
lacquer sanding sealer, wipes it with 
a rag, and spins up the piece to rub 
it dry. Next, he applies Deft lacquer, 
thinned 50%, with a paper towel; and 
he polishes it as it spins at high speed.

He parts off the bowl with a skew 
chisel, hand sands the parted area, 

wipes it with lacquer, and sets it aside.
Next he mounts a cocobolo pen 

blank in the long jaws of a small 
Vicmarc chuck. He likes to make his 
icicles about four finger widths long, 
and he cuts a mark into the blank at 
that distance from the end. He tapers 
the blank using a roughing gouge. 
Then he switches to a 3/8" spindle 
gouge to turn the tip down to a tapered 
point, followed by a teardrop shape. 
For the long taper above, Jim uses the 
roughing gouge because its long curve 
provides good visibility and control 
with little danger of a catch. At the 
top, just below what will be the tenon, 
he turns a bead, switching to the skew 
chisel to work into the tight space on 
either side of it.

With the shape complete, Jim 
sands starting at #150, then applies 
Deft with a paper towel to bring out 
the grain. When that’s done, he roughs 
the tenon down oversize, then uses a 
Rich Dege sharpened 3/8" open end 
wrench as his tenon sizer. This cuts the 
tenon slightly too big, and he reduces 

Continued on page 6.

Clockwise from top: measuring 
wall thickness, turning the icicle, 
parting the finial, applying lacquer 
to the bowl, and hollowing the bowl 
of the ornament.
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it with a home-made scraper which 
also undercuts above the tenon for 
a tight fit against the bowl body. He 
checks the diameter with dial calipers, 
then parts the piece off with a Chris 
Stott narrow parting tool. 

Jim applies medium CA glue to 
the inside of the hole in the bowl, fits 
the icicle into place, and sprays the 
assembly with accelerator.

Now Jim turns the remaining piece 
of cocobolo into a finial for the top 
of the ornament. He drills a tiny hole 

Ornaments, continued from page 5.

AAW Forum Contest Winners Announced

down in last year’s hurricanes. The 
antler was donated by a friend and has 
sat in my shop for years awaiting the 
proper project. I sawed the bottlebrush 
burl in half and turned the bottom 
jammed between the tailstock center 
and the cup of my vacuum chuck. The 
cup is attached to the antler with pins 
drilled through the antler and the cup. 
There are heads on the inside of the 
cup to match those on the outside of 
the antler. I like to incorporate natural 
materials in my turnings. The contrast 
between the worked wood of a turning 
and the natural surfaces they provide 
adds an element that is very difficult to 
achieve otherwise.”

If you want to enter the next con-
test, watch for the contest announce-
ment in the AAW forums at www.
woodturner.org.

Goblet by Brian Rosencrantz
7.5”H x 5.0”W 
Sapodilla, Bottlebrush Burl, 
Whitetail Antler
Finished with Deft semi-gloss.

The Fall, 2005, AAW Forum 
woodturning contest results are in. 
Congratulations to winner Brian 
Rosencrantz. This was the 2nd Forums 
turning contest, and it was judged by 
Trent Bosch. The theme was goblets... 
in line with a feature story from the 
Fall 2005 AAW Journal. There were 
21 entries, and the winners were:

1st Place Brian Rosencrantz
2nd Place Pascal Oudet
3rd Place Ed Kelle
Brian is completing his second 

year as President of the Palm Beach 
County Woodturners as well as pub-
lishing the club’s newsletter and web 
site. He says this about his work:

“This piece began as an experi-
ment in making a vessel without a tra-
ditional foot. The cup of the goblet was 
turned from a piece of Sapodilla blown 

into the peak of the finial to thread 
in a screw eye, completes the shape, 
sands and finishes it, and parts it off. 
He glues it into the body, matching the 
long grain and side grain to that of the 
icicle. Then he inserts a tiny screw eye 
into the hole.

He usually buffs the finished 
ornament with a 4" wheel, running 
slowly on the lathe so it doesn’t exert 
too much force or generate much heat. 
Then it’s ready to hang on the tree!
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I
CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name's not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club's activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• VP/Program Chairperson for 2006
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to staff the booth at the 
 upcoming Home & Garden Show
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 
permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

VOLUNTEER INSTRUCTORS
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Phil 
Roybal to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Ayman Sayed ((408) 623-6961
asayed@cisco.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
RPS@wwdb.org

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chairs
Lloyd & Becky Frisbee
408 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com (Lloyd)
lfrisbee@pacbell.net (Becky)

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering ((408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Steve Dahout (408) 981-6183
sdahout@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com



  PAGE 8

It can be difficult for some 
craftsmen to stain a project made from 
a beautiful hardwood like walnut. 
Sometimes though, a wood requires 
stain to bring out its hidden beauty. 
As woodworkers, we appreciate the 
beauty of grain in wood and it’s un-
common for us to hide it.

Wouldn’t it be nice to see this 
inner beauty develop without a can of 
commercial stain?

A few household ingredients will 
create a potent chemical stain that will 
profoundly change the color of woods 
with a high tannin content: most nota-
bly, oak and walnut.

Don’t forget to wear rubber gloves 
and eye protection!

Ingredients:
• Apple cider vinegar
• Steel wool pad
• 1 table spoon of salt
• Ordinary nails (not galvanized)
• ½ cup of water in a spray bottle

You will need a bucket for the 
mixture. I use a long, narrow plant 
holder.

Unroll the steel wool pad and 
place it in the bucket. Toss in old nails 
or any other rusted items you  have.

Next, place 1 tablespoon of salt 
into a spray bottle and add ½ cup of 
water. Shake the bottle until most of 
the salt has dissolved. Spray the steel 
wool and nails with this mixture until 
the bottle is empty.

Allow the mix to sit for a few 
days. It may be necessary to lightly 

HOW TO DO IT

Reprinted by permission of Joe 
Gorleski. Visit his web site, http://
www.joewoodworker.com, to 
learn more about finishing and 
veneering.

spray the steel wool and nails every 
other day with plain water to promote 
as much rust buildup as possible. Why 
plain water? As the water evaporates, 
the salt remains on the pad and nails.

You want the steel wool pad to 
lose at least 75% of its consistency 
before continuing. The longer you wait 
for rust, the better.

Let the water completely evapo-
rate before doing anything with the 
rust. When you have an ample sup-
ply of rust, carefully mix in ½ cup of 
apple cider vinegar (ordinary vinegar 
won't work as well). Allow this to set 
for 10 minutes, then dump the mixture 
into a jar through a paint strainer.

Prepare your project
This stain tends to raise the grain 

of the wood. In certain situations, it 

may be preferable to wipe down your 
project with a wet rag to raise the 
grain, allow the surface to dry, and 
sand it lightly with 220 grit sandpaper.

Apply the “Stain”
Apply the stain with a foam paint 

brush. Within seconds, you will see 
the chemical reaction. Walnut’s brown 
will change to black almost immedi-
ately. On oak, the result will be inter-
esting but less dramatic. After the coat 
of stain has dried, sand the project and 
apply another coat. Walnut typically 
requires 2 coats and oak may require 

3 or more. Sanding will become less 
necessary with each additional coat 
as long as you do not sand too much 
from the surface.

The mixture will remain some-
what potent if kept in a sealed glass 
jar. Within a year though, the chemical 
will start to turn green and the results 
will not be as astounding. And though 
I hate to say it, a coat of Minwax 
“Ebony” stain on top of this mixture 
will further deepen the color and give 
you a very, very deep black color.

Wow! Walnut will now look 
like ebony. This tremendous change 
will open up a new world of wood 
combinations. How about a pedestal 
table made from ebonized walnut and 
unstained cherry? Or how about an 
ebonized walnut bowl or vase?

Ebonizing Rust Stain Joe Gorleski
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Holiday Party

A couple dozen SVW members 
and spouses gathered in the shop 
at the Johnsons' house on December 
10th for the annual Holiday Party and 
Stealing Gift Exchange.

It was a pot luck with the club 
supplying the meat, so everybody con-
tributed to the food and drinks. Rich 
and Michelle created a festive atmo-
sphere in the shop, and Craig managed 
the food in his usual professional way. 

The gift exchange was the high 
point of the evening. As always, the 
most popular items were those hand-
made, one-of-a-kind things, which got 
stolen and re-stolen until they were 
locked out of contention. There's a tip 
for those who plan to attend next year: 
make your presents. Nyla Bryhan was 
the first one to choose a package. Then 
we kept her up there choosing for 
several more rounds as each new pres-
ent she opened was stolen by someone 
else.

The party ran until a bit after 9 
PM, then we all helped put tables away 
to return the shop to its production 
duties.

Thanks to Rich, Michelle, and 
Craig for making it happen!
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STAFF REPORTS

RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
AAW is asking chapter members 

to renew or enroll in AAW as soon as 
possible so it can get the directory out 
early in 2006. We are an AAW chapter 
and would like all members to also 
join AAW so they are covered by our 
AAW insurance policy for demon-
strations and club activities. Rich has 
AAW forms for those who need to 
join.

The next AAW Symposium will 
be in Louisville, KY, June 22—24th, 
2006.

The Home & Garden Show is 
coming January 20th. You must be an 
AAW member to demonstrate turning 
in our booth.

CRAIG THORSON (TREASURER)
INCOME
 Raffle $258
 Membership $25
 Apparel $15
 Library $8
 Stott demo $780

EXPENSES
 Stott demo $550
 Food for demo $145  
 Stott lodging $200
 Parts for storage boxes $85.06

SPENDABLE BAL.  $980.06

Save your Woodcraft receipts for 
Craig, who can use them to earn dis-
counts for the club.

AYMAN SAYED (VP/PRO-
GRAMS)

Ayman and his wife have a new 
baby boy, Adam.

DICK PICKERING (APPAREL)
We have hats and patches, as well 

as iron on transfers. See Dick. Be sure 
to wear your SVW insignia when you 
work shows as an SVW staffer.

AL GORE (LIBRARIAN)
We have several new videos 

available in the library. Check out our 
selection.

PHIL ROYBAL

(SEC’Y/EDITOR)
We're finishing the year with 55 

members. Please renew your member-
ship now for 2006. We will purge our 
membership rolls after the February 
meeting. To renew, pay your dues 
($25) to Craig Thorson.

Other Business
REWARDS FOR BOOTH STAFF

We raffled off two gift certifi-
cates and $15 to those who manned 
the SVW booth at the Woodworking 
Show. Rod Torkelson, Becky Frisbee, 
and John Whittier won the raffle.

NEW FACES

Jim Philips joined the club at our 
last meeting. Please introduce your 
self and make him feel welcome.

2006 OFFICERS
The following people were elected  

as SVW officers and staff for 2006:
President: Rich Johnson
VP/Program Chair: no candidate
Treasurer: Craig Thorson
Secretary/Editor: Phil Roybal
Librarian: Al Gore and Craig 
 Thorson will share the job
Apparel: Dick Pickering
Ways & Means: Steve Dahout

Note that we no longer have 
a Program Chairman. That means 
we no longer have programs: dem-
onstrators at meetings, guest artist 
workshops, etc. We need one of our 
55 members who isn't serving as an 
officer to step forward and take on 
this important responsibility. Please 
see Rich Johnson to help out. If you 
can't do the whole job, we can share 
it among multiple individuals, but we 
need somebody to do it.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to 
polish. An all day class. Book avail-
able. Sign up now. (408) 254-8485.

FOR SALE

1” A2 blades, steel shafts, wal-
nut handles, immaculate finish, 
honed and ready to use. $45
Round A2 blades $15

Phil Roybal
408 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

...a joy to use. 
I love it!
Ayman Sayed

FOR SALE
Sand Blast Cabinet complete with sand and gun   $125
Jet AFS 1500 DUST Collector  (Room Air Filter) $300
Tool Rest set 1” posts $100
Tool Rest set 5/8” posts $80
Contact Rich Johnson, 408 254-8485, or email to 
latheart@pacbell.net

CALENDAR
January
4TH

Regular club meeting.

20-22ND

Santa Clara Home and Garden Show.

February
1ST

Regular club meeting.

24–26TH

San Mateo Home and Garden Show

March
1ST

Regular club meeting.

April
5TH

Regular club meeting.

21—23RD

Santa Clara Woodworking Show
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IIronmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2005. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges.

The nine folks who did the heavy 
lifting in 2005 sport solid green lines 

across the chart below. They are Re-
becca Frisbee, Jim Gott, Rich John-
son, Rick Parfitt, Dick Pickering, Phil 
Roybal, Mike Rude, Ayman Sayed, 
and Michael Wiley. Their pictures line 
the right of the page, below.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, email Phil 
at prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

You don’t have to be a great turner to join the fun. 
Make something in our Challenge theme and bring 
it to the next meeting.
Upcoming President’s Challenges include: 
January Turned name badge
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