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Jean
Francois
Escoulen

explains his
technique

slide show of his background and work. He told
us how he started out turning spindles in his
father s turning shop, but eventually got bored
and began exploring multi-axis turning. He
tried various ways to mount his turnings on
different axes, and eventually developed the
swiveling socket chuck that bears his name
(and which you can see at Rich Johnson s
Woodturning Center).

Some of us who ve tried to turn with the
Escoulen chuck have produced rather clunky-
looking work, and not the lovely, fair curnves
that Jean Francois  achieves so effortlessly.
Early in the afternoon, he showed us why. Once
a piece has been turned on the first axis, the
next axis must be set within certain parameters.
These are determined visually so that the solid

French twist

See pg.. 5

Noted French turner Jean Francois
Escoulen came to SVW on June
11th to demonstrate his unique

technique for multi-axis turning. Using the
Excoulen chuck that he invented and a tradi-
tional French turning tool called a bedan, he
produced graceful and flowing shapes that
would be difficult to create with any other
technique.

The soft-spoken artist, whose English was
excellent, began his day around noon with a

June, 2001

Some of Jean Francois s gallery pieces.
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SVW s newest member, Richard Jessing,
will demonstrate hand chased threads, as
shown on the box he brought to the May
meeting. Remember, we ve moved the
meeting date to accomodate the 4th of July.

Wednesday, July 11th, 2001, at 7:00 PM.
Rich Johnson s Woodturning Center
Rich s Center is located behind his home at
14979 Joanne Ave. in San Jose. From Hwy
680 take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5
miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6
mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for the Show and Tell
portion of the meeting. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: A HANDLED TURNING

S ummer finally
arrived and we

find it easier to get
out to our shops for a little turn-
ing. The challenge for June was
a glue up. How about bringing
it to the July meeting and show
us what you made. And BTW
the challenge for July is some-
thing with a handle on it. Here is
a reminder list:

July Handled turning
Aug. Hollow form
Sept. Lidded turning
Oct. Bowl
Nov. Between centers turning
Dec. Xmas decoration

Bring in your pieces for all of us to see. There s
possible $$$ in it for you. Also show us what else
you are turning these days. It is fun to share and
we all benefit.

I hope EVERYONE will mark his or her cal-
endar for the July 14 turnoff picnic. SVW needs
your support. Plan on attending. In the past years
this has been a great event and this year looks

like a great one also. Please sign up and join us.

AAW
I am a member of the AAW. I am glad that I

am a member. I get a lot from my membership.
The AAW Journal is, in my opinion, a great maga-
zine, and I look forward to getting it. The annual
symposium is a convention that each of you
should get to attend at least once. There is so much
to see and do. I find that our symposium adven-
tures come up often in turning conversations.
Another item that is of great importance is the
video collection that AAW has put together. The
videos give us a chance to see what went on at
the symposium, if we didn t go. I feel that the
AAW is worthwhile and I strongly recommend
that all of our members join. I have the paper-
work. If you need it, please join if you have not
already done so.

See you at the next meeting  One week later
than normal because of the 4th of July.
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SHORT NEWSLETTER
This is a short newsletter

because we didn t have a June
meeting. Too many people
were in Utah at the Sympo-
sium. Our next meeting is July
11th.

PICNIC AND TURN-OFF
The Bay Area Woodturners

Association tells us that the
July 14th picnic is shaping up
to be very special indeed.
Committees are working to
make it a memorable occasion
for members and their fami-
lies. We expect a flyer describ-
ing the event soon.

BAWA will have pre-
printed name badges for all
participants and their families.
That means they need to know
who s coming. Their web site
can handle on-line registra-
tion, so go to http://
www.bayareawoodturners.org
and sign up.

The picnic will be at
Rankin Park in Martinez. A
map (right) and on the BAWA
web site provides directions.
Any questions, please call or
email Joe Donohue, 925-820-
8315, woodturner@
pacbell.net.

Phil

Offcuts



Rich Johnson s Woodturning Center
Presents:

 From New Zealand

Soren Berger

Coming to San Jose Aug. 4, 2001

Woodturning demonstration including:

Berger Range of Tools: Viking Hollowing Tool,  Viking Invader,
Spout Tool,  Mini Deep-Fluted Gouge- 8mm HSS, Mini Slotting
Tool, Free-Wheel Sander, Soft Collet Chucks, Berger Vac Chuck.

Don t miss this opportunity
Sign-up  Now

Demonstration                                 Workshops are also available
        $30                                                            $ 125 ea

Call (408) 254-8485, or email
LATHEART@PACBELL.COM.
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From pg. 1 image within the ghost edge of the previous
axis turning intersects the intended edge to be
cut on the current axis. If the chuck is adjusted
so that this is the case, the turner can cut a
curve that intersects smoothly with the previous
cut.

Jean
Francois
took us
through the
development
of several
multi-axis
turnings, then
showed us
some interest-
ing steady
rest tricks.
French
apprentices
who aspire to
journeyman
status must
produce a
demonstra-
tion piece
called a
trembleur ,
a long and
very thin
spindle turning. Jean Francois  showed us how
he rigs steady rests consisting of a frame and

string to
support each
element of
the trembleur
as it is turned.
He uses
heavy, waxed
string which
would
normally be
used by
shoemakers
or sailmakers,

and simply loops it around the steady rest frame
to embrace the turning. It s cheap, it s simple,
and it works like a charm.

The day s production.

Jean
Francois
turned and
talked until
around nine
in the
evening, and
left us with a
pile of
shavings,
some interest-
ing pieces,
and inspira-
tion.

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Lou Gonzalez (209) 476-9116
talksvw@aol.com

Treasurer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal  (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson s Woodturners  Bootcamp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. An
all day class. Book available. Sign up now.
(408) 254-8485.

RON NEWCOMB
¥ Kiwi Tools Guaranteed woodturning tools
¥ Sandpaper Eagle brand wet or dry
¥ 3M Sanding Sponges 120 to 1500 grit

1.510.797.6665 ronwoodart@aol.com, or see
Ron at club meetings.

    Rich Johnson s
Woodturning Center

¥ T  Shirts $12
¥ Hat $11
¥ Cups $ 6
¥ Hollowing tool set with handle, three
tools and handle guide $100.
¥ Pen & Pencil kits now available.
¥ Diamondwood pen blanks pre-cut $1.50
¥ Diamondwood & Colorwood
   Blocks $12/ bf
¥ Tauga nuts Vegetable Ivory $1 ea

¥ Antlers $5 ea    Large size $10


