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February Demonstrator: Jim Rodgers  

The March Program 

will be: 

Renowned Ornamental Turner 

John Sauer 

Will share his PowerPoint 

Presentation  on  

His art, Ornamental lathes and 

Rose Engines. 
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Jim Rodger’s demo last month certainly was timely. This month’s President’s 

Challenge is lidded. I admit I have made very few lidded anything (3)and I ap-

proach this with some trepidation but I will try. I hope you do to. 

I was at Valley Saw to purchase some saw blades for my bandsaw. I bought 3 and 

he gave me one for free. So I now have four. I was surprised. This place is a won-

derful resource for woodturners. You can have just about any tool sharpened, pur-

chase bandsaw blades made to order and enjoy a cup of java from the local bistro 

if you wait for your saw blades as I did. Now I am not prone to advertising a busi-

ness but at the end of this newsletter are a list of sponsors who have contributed to 

SVW. I ask you to support them with your business should you need any of their 

services. 

We will be having a wood event March 26,2016 at Dennis Lillis’s place. He has a lot of walnut for you to 

choose from as well as other wood. This will be a morning event weather permitting. Dennis will have more 

on this event at the meeting. 
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2016 Calendar of Events 
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The Board of Directors has determined that since the club’s Jet mini-lathe is no longer being used, the mini-

lathe, including a mobile base, will be raffled off. Tickets will go on sale starting with the March meeting and 

the raffle will be held at the Annual Club Picnic on September 17Th. Tickets will be $5.00 each or 5 for 

$20.00. Paul Rygard is the Ticketmaster for this. 

In case you missed it, here’s John’s picnic announcement: 

This year's picnic will be held on 9-17-2016. Location still to be finalized but I am trying for the same one we 

had last year. President's Challenge for the picnic will be make something out of wood furnished by the Pres-

ident. Can be any wood turned form. The wood can be cut, recut, glued but must be turned. I will bring the 

wood to the meetings for you to pick up. Have fun with this and maybe you will win the $100.00 prize.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org


 

http://www.svwoodturners.org/ Page 5 

John Whittier -      

Maple fruit bowl 

spalted; wipe-on 

poly, 5 coats 

Ard Sealy -                         

January makeup: Banksia 

nut ornament.                       

February: Ash bowl with 

50/50 finish.                     

Paul Rygaard - Large spalted 

Liquid Amber bowl,   
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Milton West -      

Mango bowl; Poly 

Joe Martinka - Nat-

ural edge “first ev-

er” bowl. White fir. 

HUT friction finish 

Greg Peck - Bowl, 5 inch; 

made from blank won at 

Christmas raffle; apricot with 

50/50 finish, then polish with 

Tripoli & White Diamond 

Mike Lanahan– 

Black acacia nested 

bowls, mineral oil 

& bees wax finish. 

This is why you 

core 
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http://www.svwoodturners.org/ Page 7 

Johnny Alias -  

Bowl, mystery 

wood, wipe-on poly 

Pete Zavala -  

January makeup: Syc-

amore/walnut Ravioli 

rolling pin, butcher 

block oil.  

Feb: Black Walnut 

Square bowl, friction 

polish 

Colin McKenzie— 

January makeup: Spindle.  

Gordon Patnude– 

Bowl—silver maple; 

poly.  

July Challenge—

Platter; poly  
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Tom Schmida -  

January makeup:  pen and 

flashlight, ?cypress 

Oscar - Bowl 

Stephen Balsbaugh—  

Bowl  

David Brown—   

John Beaver style 

bowl,Walnut 

Dennis Lillis—   

January: Spindle;  

Feb: Bowl 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Barb Jones -                  

January makeup: Spindle;            

February: Bowl 

Marcus -  

January makeup: Mango Crochet Hook;  
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John Whittier—           

Walnut bowl.                  

Violin lady’s wood.  

Wipe-on poly for finish 

Joe Martinka—          

Pair of Maple/Poplar 

bowl rotating sander 

tools. Watco oil finish. 

Ard Sealy—Guanacaste, the nat-

ural tree of Costa Rica, 26” dia. 

50/50 finish 

Mike Lanahan—       

Chair leg stretcher,   

lignum mysterium 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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JJohn Whittier, Old 

Growth Redwood Bowl 

w/ 5 coats w/o poly 

Gordon Patnude—Assorted dice 

Game cups; HUT Crystal Light  

Pete Zavala—                   

One piece Walnut mallet. 

Sanding sealer 

Milton West—                                   

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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JJohn Whittier, Old 

Growth Redwood Bowl 

w/ 5 coats w/o poly 
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Meeting was called to order at 7:00 0pm, hand gaveled    
by our President John Whittier.                                                                                                                                                  

 
                                                                                                                                                                     

    
 

  Visitors/New Members:                
    Don Monet and Mark Koenig  WELCOME!                                                                                                                  Greg Peck                                                                                                                 

    —  Raffle 
   John Whittier announced a raffle for wood (3 pieces) and for Thelma’s chocolate hearts (just in time  
   for Valentine’s Day). 
                                                                                                                                                                      

    — Staff Updates: 
   Treasurer (Tom Schmida)  Brief update by John Whittier is that the SVW club account is  
     in the black. More details at next meeting. 
   John Whittier: Announced Dennis Lillis’ Wood Event in March:  It is to be at Dennis’ place by  
     Skyline. Send any ideas for club activities or projects to any Board member. 
   February non–club-meeting demo:  February 20, Saturday, at Santa Clara High School woodshop.  
     Demo will be by Eric Lofstrum from Oregon—skew, off center ($20—entrance + lunch). 
   Gordon Patnude: Library had some activity. Colin suggested that Glen Lucas videos be inserted into 
     the library. Give inputs to Gordon for artists and new titles. Now have 150+ DVDs. 
 John Whittier and Gordon Patnude on Turn for the Troops Pens : Woodcraft gave ~200 pens to the 

Turn for the Troops project. Woodcraft San Carlos was in the top 10 across USA Woodcraft stores,  
helped in great part by the SVW pens donated. SVW gave ~100 pens. Gordon plans to do same or  

     better next year. Woodcraft donates the pen kits. Get ready and start making pens NOW! 
   Mike Lanahan: Announced President’s Challenges for upcoming year (also on website). “Pen turning “ 
     added for October.  August is still open. Give ideas to Mike. Mike announced Jon Sauer Ornamental  
     Turning demo for March’s meeting,  and February 20 Eric Lofstrom demo (see above). 

 

    7:20 pm—7:40 — January President’s Challenge and raffle — A Bowl 
 See the Member and their work in the photo section of Newsletter. 

 

    7:40 pm - 7:55 pm — Show and Tell— Colin says KEEP CA DEBONDER HANDY! (funny) 
 See the Member and their work in the photo section of Newsletter.  
7:55 pm — Announcement of and a photo of 2015 Ironman achievement people (see photo) 

 

    8:00 pm - 8:10 pm — Break with Raffle for wood and Thelma’s chocolates 
 

    8:10 pm— 9:35 pm — Jim Rodgers demo on box making, chatter and threading 
    Some tips stated during his presentation: 

  Use EEE wax only. It shows the grain well and gives a rich color.  
  At the lid to box interface, emphasize line with a small v-cut at the actual lid/box interface, followed 
    by  an additional line above and below.  
 When using 0000 steel wool, fold over the steel wool edges so it won’t catch and pull away from    

your hand during polishing. 
 Round bottoms are faster and easier. Finish bottom with round nose scraper, moving real slow. 
 Use sand paper (120 grit) to fine tune the fit. 
 Surprise in a box is good, i.e., grooves, gems 
 Distinguish chatter marks with a slight groove between chatter designs 

    9:35 pm—Meeting Adjourned 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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JJohn Whittier, Old 

Growth Redwood Bowl 

w/ 5 coats w/o poly 

 

 

 

GENTLEMEN: 

I want to get the ball rolling now for our 2016 TURN FOR THE TROOPS activity for this 
year.  That will give you 8 months to complete your contribution to this worthwhile cause.   

 

As usual, the latest date for completing pens will be the November meeting in order that 
pens can be delivered to Woodcraft before Veterans Day, however, they can use pens all year 
long, as this is an ongoing program.  

 

Before the March meeting: 

If you can please tell me how many pens you will commit to and I will obtain the necessary 
pen kits from WOODCRAFT in San Carlos to give out at the March meeting.  Pen blanks will be 
available if you need them.   

 

Also, I will have a sign-up sheet at the March meeting, so give thought to how many you will 
make for this year.   

 

If every member were to make a minimum of 2 pens, we would have a total over 100 pens 
for our deserving troops. 

 

My personal commitment is for not less than 12 pens for this activity.   

 

I will match any member who wants to do more!!   

 

Drop me an email to let me know!! 

 

 Gordon Patnude 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

Page 15 

This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

  

I’ve made a number of needle cases over the years and made one for my wife some time back. 
She was very pleased until she found that when she dug around in her sewing basket, the lid 
could come off and dump her needles into the basket.  

Until I obtained the Ray Isles thread chasers, none of my chasers would enter such a small hole 
as is needed for the needle cases.  

When I started to make one of these, I tried to use the Nova chuck with the 25mm jaws to 
hold the pieces while threading. This worked fine for the lid, but I had troubles with the wood 
moving in the chuck when trying to chase the outside threads for the body of the case. I solved 
this problem by turning tenons on each end of the blank and gluing on a two inch disk to be 
grabbed in the 50mm jaws of the Nova chuck as shown below.  

 
The blank with two disks glued to the ends for greater stability when threading.  

Although it is not needed on the lid side, it is easier to set up the pieces for use in the same 
chuck. This solved the problem of having the body of the needle case move while chasing 
threads. 

The next step was to part off the lid and mount it in the chuck for drilling and threading. I 
thread the lid first whenever possible. In the photo below the lid section is shown in the chuck 
before drilling.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

 
The lid is ready to drill with a 7/16” drill to a depth of about 1/2”. 

 

 

Threading the hole in the lid with the inside chasers. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

 

Drilling the 5/16” hole to hold the needles. It can be drilled before or after 
threading.  

Drill a 7/16” hole in the lid section that is about 1/2” deep. Then round over the front edge of 
the hole and cut a recess in the bottom of the hole to allow the chaser to cut a clean thread 
before it would hit the bottom of the hole. When the threads are satisfactory, you are ready to 
mount the base section for drilling and threading of the tenon that will be threaded.  

 
Threading the tenon on the top of the base section.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

The sizing of this tenon can be calculated from the information supplied on the illustration on 
page 6 of this issue. For this case (with a 7/16” recess in the lid section) the tenon should be 
slightly over 1/2”.  

I found that a 1/2” tenon cutter would cut a tenon just slightly over 1/2” and would work well 
for sizing the tenon on this project. I cut a tenon about 3/8” long with the tenon cutter and 
then cut away the excess down to the tenon. I then used a thin parting tool to make a recess 
at the rear of the tenon and rounded over the front edge, before hand chasing the threads. 
Incidentally, the threaded section is 16 tpi.  

On this project, I drilled the 5/16” hole for the needles after I had chased the threads, but it 
can be drilled just as well before cutting the threads.  

With the threads cut and the lid fitted to the base section, it is time to final turn the outside of 
the needle case and put in a few decorations with a point tool or a skew.  

 

In this photo, the outside of the needle case has been turned and it is ready to part off just in 
front of the disk holding it in the chuck.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

Page 19 

This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

 
This drawing illustrates how to calculate the size of the tenon for the male threads when the 
diameter “D” of the inside threads are known.  

If you don’t have any boxwood or other hard, dense woods, you have two other options. You 
can use material such as Corian, which threads very well. Or you can cut recesses in both the 
top and base sections and pour it full of epoxy.  

 

The finished needle case with the lid removed.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

 

This is the completed needle case. I simply sanded the base smooth after parting off.  

I like to put a bit of a shallow curve to the outside of the needle case. It seems to me to give it 
more elegant look than if it is just straight sided. You can also put some sort of decoration on 
top of the lid, which I do sometimes. However, Mildred likes the smoother top and since she is 
the one who will be using these things, that is good enough reason to make them smooth.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Making a Threaded Needle Case 
By Fred Holder 

 

A needle case made from Corian. Corian threads very well. This one was not held with the 
disks, but only in the 25mm jaws of the chuck. I broke off the threaded tenon once and had 
to shorten the case.  

Epoxy also threads very well. I first learned of this technique from Petter Herod of Norway. I’ve 
found that a 3/8” tenon cutter that I have works well to cut the recesses for the epoxy, but 
make sure your epoxy is mixed thoroughly. It must set up properly to work well.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
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2016 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  
Volunteers, and Contacts 

President John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Mikelan@aol.com 

Treasurer Tom Schmida  (831) 688-3866 r_westfall@msn.com 

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 281-9156 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editors Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair. Paul Rygard (408) 866-0390 prygard@yahoo.com 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789  

Webmaster Pete Zavela ((405)849-2858 zavelawoodturning@gmail.com 

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Special Events   

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 281-9156 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

Owner 
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It takes more than 
the officers and pro-
gram chairs to make our 
club function at its best.  
If your name’s not in the 
column at right, we still 
need your help in other 
ways to manage some of 
the club’s activities.  
This is a HELP WANT-
ED ad, and we need you 
to respond.  There are 
always things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop 
tours  
• Volunteers to present/
demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up 
their profiles for the 
newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 
Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 
Please contact Mike 
Lanahan to volunteer 
and help make our activ-
ities happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will 
help you get your article ready if need be.  Deadline is one week after our club 
meeting.  
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter 
for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the 
newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been re-
printed from another source with permission, you must secure that same permis-
sion in order to use that material.  
Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 
The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members 
who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or master a technique that just 
doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  
Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge 
bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, 
Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, 
and coring  

SVW NEEDS 

YOU!  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 

by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those 

who successfully 

complete all 12 

President’s Chal-

lenge projects for 

the year.  Those 

who meet the chal-

lenge are awarded 

coveted and distinc-

tive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A 

blue bar in the ac-

companying chart 

means that person 

has completed the 

project for the 

month indicated.  

You needn’t be a 

great turner, you 

just need to partici-

pate.  Make some-

thing in our Chal-

lenge theme and 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 
check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Paul Rygard, 255 Prince St.  Los Gatos,CA 95032 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  

April - June 

  3
rd

 Quar-
ter          
July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quar-
ter   Oct. - 
Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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Join us Wednesday, March 

2Nd.@7:00PM 

Santa Clara High School Woodshop 

 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara, CA  

It is right across the street from the 

Baptist Church sign, and just past 

(coming from Kiely) a No Entrance 

sign.   

January Program: John Sauer 

January Challenge: Lidded 

Dinner before the Meeting:   

Watch for email update 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, 

with center holes—   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF 

disks increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 

20”, depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, 

or the 4”-20” set, $20.  

Contact John Whittier 

for details. (408) 379-

3722, 

 turnturn-

inghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Con-

tact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

 

Mt. Diablo Adult Education Program 

Mt. Diablo Woodturning Center 

Green Wood/Natural Edge Bowls 

Full Day Class 

March 21, 2016 Monday, 9:00-4:00 

The MDWC presents a one day program on turning Green Wood/Natural Edge bowls.   

A one-day intensive to hone your bowl turning skills focusing on turning a natural edge bowl. Learn the prop-
er use of the bowl gouge, scrapers, and other tools/techniques that will minimize sanding. The program will 
also focus on pricing, shapes, and form in turning green wood bowls. (One hour lunch break) Prerequisite: 
Woodturning - 201 Basic Bowls or Instructor approval. 

 Instructor:  Jan Blumer  

Register: Online at:  www.mtdiabloadulted.org 

     In person at:  Pleasant Hill Education Center 

    One Santa Barbara Road, Room 210, Pleasant Hill CA 94523 

    Call:  925-937-1530 for additional information 

    Register for course #955525001  

     Fee:  $48 (includes lab fee) 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
http://www.mtdiabloadulted.org/

