
Brian Havens 
Round Skew & Small  

Spindle Work 

 

Brian described how to 

make a round skew, and 

demonstrated how to 

shape, sharpen and hone 

both sides and 

both points to the 

angles he likes.  

He then used the 

round skew and 

showed that as 

long as you 

ride the 

bevel in 

one of 

many ways, 

there was 

an unusual  

lack of dra-

ma in turning with this skew.  

He turned a Morse taper on 

his blank and jammed it into 

the spindle.  As Brian turned 

the icicle for an urchin orna-

ment, he 

used the toe, 

and heel 

points of the 

skew, made 

shear and 

peeling cuts, 

all without 

the dreaded 

skew catch-

es some of 

us have been rumored to have experienced. 
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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 9/5 

Segmented Symposium,  

at Lake Tahoe 10/18-21 

Olive Hyde Show 11/30 

Holiday Party 12/5 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank 

received $4175 from AAW 

for the "Empty Bowls" 

fundraiser, for the commit-

tee chaired by Gary 

Keogh.  See the attached 

thank you letter from Se-

cond Harvest to AAW.   A 

big Thank You goes out to 

everyone who volunteered 

for this committee,  or do-

nated or purchased bowls. 

 

                                                   Second Harvest letter on page 9 

 

As a host club, SVW received 

$1,627.13 check from AAW as 

a share of the Powermatic Raf-

fle proceeds, even though the 

Symposium was unprofitable.  

See Dean Adkin’s letter to SVW 

thanking all the chairs and vol-

unteers involved in making the 

2012 Symposium in San Jose a 

“resounding success” as noted 

by AAW board members and 

demonstrators, alike.  

 

                                                            Dean’s letter is on page 10. 

More photos on page 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Ard Sealy 

 

The month of July was filled with two club ac-

tivities.  First we had our meeting on the second 

Wednesday, followed by the club picnic 10 days 

later, and then our August Board of Directors 

meeting another 10 days after the picnic.  Once 

again our members are producing some great 

turnings.  For those who missed the picnic, you 

missed out on a good time. 

 

On July 31there was a Board of Directors meet-

ing.  This was a short meeting where we dis-

cussed the progress of nominations for 2013 

Officers and the club storage challenge.  Nominations for 2013 

Officers are still short nominations for all positions.  Herb Green 

has been working to fill all the positions and feels he has exhaust-

ed his efforts.  Let’s give Herb some help, if you are willing to 

serve as a club officers or want to nominate a member for an of-

ficer position please contact Herb. 

 

The Board made a decision to request from the membership at 

the August meeting for approval to spend $1,500 for an enclosed 

trailer to resolve the club storage issue.  At the August meeting, 

there was a discussion regarding how to resolve the storage prob-

lems.  The ideas presented were: dispose of the items needing 

storage (lathe, tools, table, etc.), ask members to store the items, 

or to purchase an enclosed trailer.  The disposal was not well 

accepted.  There was the possibility of members storing some of 

the items, but leaving access a question.  The storage of an en-

closed trailer was resolved with Marcus Moody, 

volunteering the storage in the same RV storage 

yard as his trailer is stored.  The membership 

voted, and approved the purchase of a trailer for 

not more than $1,500, while we continue to pur-

sue other solutions. 

 

Our Treasurer, Grant Beech reported there was 

$2,100 in the bank, as of the August meeting.  

Dean Akins notified me that the profit sharing 

from the AAW Symposium was $1,627, which 

would be mailed to Grant within the week.  That 

will place the club balance at $3,727.  

 

I am still awaiting formal confirmation of our tax exemption sta-

tus.  The Nor Cal Woodturners club in Sacramento filed a couple 

week before us, and they have not hear anything either. 

 

The September Presidents Challenge is “A tray not a platter or 

plate”.  What is a tray if not a platter?  Well it must have a height 

to allow a person to easily grip an area to lift and carry the tray.  

A tray must be of a design to keep items on the tray from falling 

or sliding off.  Have a great time with this challenge and be safe.  

October’s challenge is fluted. 

 

Keep turning, 

 

Ard Sealy 
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Join us Wednesday, September 5 (the FIRST Wednesday of  

the month), at 7 P.M., The Eagle Aerie, 1036 Lincoln Ave., San 

Jose, CA 95125, located between Willow and Coe on the East 

side of the street.  There is parking on both sides of the building, 

on the street and across the street from the funeral home.     

 

Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, and Ea-

gle Lodge Donation.  We learn by sharing.  

September President's Challenge: A Tray, not a platter or 

plate.   Please register your entry online (Yahoo Groups, Data-

base) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  Charlie Belden will turn miniatures.   

 

For those who would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we have been going to Jake's of Willow Glen.  They're a 

pizza place, but also have a large selection of sandwiches, wraps 

and salads. Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  

Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of the Eagle 

lodge on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 Lincoln Ave. We start 

showing up at Jakes at 5:30 PM. 

 

Future Meeting Attractions: 

October: Mike Lanahan, Peppermills 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com
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By Phil Roybal 

 

Many of us have seen hollow forms impos-

sibly wide for their height, and wondered 

how we could make such things. Brian 

McEvoy took his inspiration from ceram-

ics and developed a technique to easily 

make such objects. He turns them in two 

pieces, then glues them together into a 

single turning with a seam almost impossi-

ble to spot. Here’s how he does it. 

One of Brian’s favorite woods for such 

projects is yellow cedar, aged for many 

months. He begins by re-sawing a 3” slab 

in two. He traces circles on each piece and 

bandsaws them round. He then attaches 

faceplates to each half, on what will be-

come the inside face of the piece. 

Brian does most of his work with bowl 

gouges. He says, “As long as you can turn 

a couple shallow platters, you can do this 

project.” He mounts the first piece on the 

lathe and turns the outside with sweeping 

pull cuts. Then he forms the rim. He turns 

in a slight dovetail he can use later to re-

mount the piece for hollowing. 

Next, Brian turns the base. It’s just like the 

top except for a shallow foot. This is exact-

ly like turning a shallow bowl or deep plat-

ter. Again he turns a slight dovetail, into 

which he can expand a chuck when he 

remounts. 

He remounts his pieces and trues them up, 

then turns them to about 1/16” wall thick-

ness. He carefully trues the rims because 

they’ll have to be glued together later in a 

(hopefully) invisible joint, then works his 

way down to the final wall thickness, an 

inch at a time. 

He glues the top and bottom together with 

yellow glue, carefully matching the grain 

so it looks like a single piece of wood. He 

relies upon the lathe as his clamp, insuring 

that the two pieces will be accurately cen-

tered as he clamps them together. 

 Once the glue’s dried, he sands the piece 

on the lathe. Then, he’s ready to pierce and 

woodburn, or just apply a finish.  

Production values are very good, and this 

is a nice explanation of technique.  

 

Check it out, in the SVW Library. 

 

From the SVW Library Secrets to Creating Two-Piece Hollow Forms  

With Brian McEvoy,   #161 



 

President’s Challenge 
 

“Back to School” 
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Ard Sealy - Pen and pencil set, 

cocobolo, 50/50, slimline kit. 
Bob Gerenser - Screen 

Cleaner, Mahogany, 

rattle can lacquer, paper 

pieced. 

Herb Green - coffee mug, fir 

50/50, for before exams and 

a beer mug, fir epoxy & wipe 

on poly, for after 

Jim Benson - pen, 

acrylic, plastic 

polish; oil lamp 

maple, EEE, Shel-

la wax 

Johnny Alias - Circle com-

pass, Cherry wood, sanding 

sealer and 50/50 
Marcus moody - Desk set, bamboo, shellac, and 

something every college student can use.  
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Mike Lanahan - 

Touch screen stylus, 

double-dyed violet 

& teal stabilized box 

elder, finished with 

CA. 

Philip Roybal - Tablet stylus/pen, turned from an 

unknown Asian exotic, pores filled with stained pore 

filler and finished with friction polish. Also make-up 

nut dish of walnut with maple nutcracker holder, 

finished with lacquer. 

Scott Landon - Pencil Hold-

er / pine/ paint 

Tom Schmida - 

school bell, oak, 

50/50 and brown 

shoe polish. Jim Gott - Cocobolo pen 

from a 7mm slimline kit, 

but omitting the center 

band for a thicker pen, 

finished with lacquer 

sanding sealer 



 

Page 6 

Bob Gerenser - Olive Natural 

Edge Bowl. Waterlox over 

Sealcoat 

Mike Lanahan - Inexpensive 

live center jig, from maple with 

3/4" 10 tpi nut. 

Scott Landon - Bowl / 

Redwood Burl 

Doug Ryan  -  Lidded box. 
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie? Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.   We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details. Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out. To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with check 

to Grant.   Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Grant Beech, 1273 Carrie Lee Way, San Jose, CA 95118 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

By Mike Lanahan 

 

What do you do after your air compressor fails, you want to 

spend some time researching new compressors, but still are ad-

dicted to the benefits of compressed air to blow off sanding dust 

& grit, blow dust out of all the nooks and crannies in the shop, 

spray finishes, air nailing, etc.? 

 

If you have access to     

SCUBA gear, throw a regu-

lator on a tank, get a 1/4” npt 

adapter to the low pressure 

inflator hose, and attach to 

your shop air line, and you 

are back in business.  The 

SCUBA regulator first stage 

reduces the 3000-3500 psi 

tank pressure to 125 psi, 

which is enough for most 

applications, and could be 

regulated lower to extend 

tank life.  The typical tank 

holds 80 cu ft of air at stand-

ard temperature and atmos-

pheric pressure, and lasts 

quite a while. 

 

It’s not a good long-

term solution.   Paying 

for tank refills, and 

transporting the tanks is 

more costly and incon-

venient.  Out of necessi-

ty, air for diving is ex-

tremely clean, oil-free, 

and very dry.  It is much 

more compact than my 

old 20-30 gallon tank 

compressor, and porta-

ble!  This set-up has 

confirmed that my pre-

vious air leaks were in 

or at the compressor, 

and not my other fit-

tings, which is good. 

 

I really don’t miss the 

repetitive drone of the 

compressor recharging incessantly in my shop.  The next com-

pressor is going outside the shop! 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Two Box Joint Jigs for Sale -  

One is a Rock-

ler Box Joint 

Jig, used a cou-

ple of times and 

is on sale at 

Rockler for $60 

today, was orig-

inally about 

$85.   

 

The other one is 

a combination 

of two box joint 

jigs and was 

$60. 

  

Will sell each 

for $40, or $70 for both. Contact Lonnie 

Hurst, e-mail: lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 
Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 

numbered, with center holes— Select a 

disk size appropriate to the size blank you 

want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to the log 

with a wood screw, and cut outside  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the disk with the saw for an optimally 

sized and shaped turning blank.   These 

sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment by 

1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, de-

pending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), 

$14, or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you 

don’t use anymore, just laying around the 

shop taking up space.   

E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Air Compressor Recall 
By Mike Lanahan 

 

The pressure switch on my air compressor 

has been acting funny for a while, so when 

it failed completely (couldn’t turn the com-

pressor on at all) it was not a big surprise.  

I removed the switch, dug out the manual 

so I could identify the part number to or-

der, then went online to search for my 

brand & model of compressor (Charge Air 

Pro, CP0200E20).  To my surprise, when I 

did the first thing that popped up was that 

it had along with lots of other names & 

models have been recalled for faulty air 

tanks.  The recall notice gives a phone 

number to call, and you get 2 options:   

1. is $200 off toward selected models of 

Ingersoll-Rand air compressors, or  

2. 2. $100 which you can then spend on 

any brand of compressor, or however 

you like.   

I called the number, and talked to two very 

nice ladies which took my info, confirmed 

that my model was recalled, and arranged 

for a truck to come to my house and ship 

the compressor back to them to be de-

stroyed, at no cost and very little inconven-

ience to me.   

I took option 2, but that’s a longer story.  If 

you have an Ingersoll-Rand built compres-

sor and want to check, go here:   
 

https://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/

prhtml02/02108.html 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation 

with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC), Ingersoll-Rand 

Company, of Woodcliff Lake, N.J., is vol-

untarily recalling about 458,000 portable 

air compressors sold between 1983 and 

1991. Internal corrosion to the inner wall 

of the air receiver tank can cause the air 

tank to unexpectedly rupture allowing 

pressurized air to suddenly and forcefully 

escape, posing risk of injury to consumers. 

 

Ingersoll-Rand has received 11 reports of 

sudden tank failure in these portable air 

compressors. No injuries have been report-

ed. 

 

The recalled 

portable com-

pressors have 

single-phase 

electric motors 

up to 3hp or 

gasoline en-

gines up to 8hp 

with tank sizes up to 30 gallons. The com-

pressors were marketed under various 

brand names, including Ajax, Charge Air 

Pro, Energair, Guardian Power, MacTool, 

Power Force, Rallye, Rand 4000, and Steel 

Driver. The compressors have serial num-

bers beginning with the prefix "C" or 

"DC". The model numbers begin with the 

following prefixes - 1B, 1D, 1E, 1I, 2B, 

2D, 2E, 3B, 3D, 3E, 4B, 4E, 5E, 5G, 15E, 

23HP, 75, 75E, 250E, AB, AIR, AJ, C, 

CAP, CB, CL, CO, CP, CR, CS, CT, EA, 

GC, GP, HP, HPC, IR, IRC, LTD, MT, OI, 

PF, RA, RL, RP, RY, SC, SDS, SE, THP, 

and WB. Model and serial numbers are 

located on a plate or sticker attached to the 

outside housing of the air compressor. On 

some oil-less models, the model and serial 

numbers are affixed to an internal floor 

baffle beneath a removable plastic cabinet. 

 

Hardware and construction supply stores 

nationwide sold the air compressors from 

1983 through 1991 for between $150 and 

$400. …  (continues). 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you’d like to 

share? Have a problem for which you 

need advice?   

 

Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this 

section to MikeLan@aol.com 

https://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml02/02108.html
https://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml02/02108.html
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for 

 Home & Garden information                          

Sawdust Session information 

Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.com 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com


July Meeting 7/11/2012 Minutes (no meeting minutes taken or reported) 

 

Visitors or New Members: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decisions:  

 

Action Items:  
 

Carry-Over Items for Next Meeting:  
 

General Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The official meeting minutes will hopefully become available to members on the Yahoo Groups site: 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/ 
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Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? Have 

you changed phone numbers? We are trying to update our 

roster and found many things have changed over the year. If 

you have changed, let John Whittier (jwhit10506@aol.com)  

know so that he can update the roster.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com


2012 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  

 
V.P./Program Chair Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net

  
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@gmail.com 

(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 

 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Apparel  Currently Open  
 
Ways & Means Currently Open  
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 

 
Promotions Currently Open 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 
still need your help in small-
er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for Chips & Chat-

ter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills and Shaving or Makeup Brushes 

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 Entries must not have been shown before.  

 If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to the following meeting.  

 If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also show the current month’s Challenge piece.  

 Entries must be submitted online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eli-
gible. If you are unable to register, have a fellow member register for you. You have up to two (2) days after the 
meeting to modify or add to the descriptions in the database. What you say is what you get. 

 The president may approve make-ups for extraordinary absence for hardships such as long term illness, or absence 
due to employment, provided all make-ups are made at the first meeting upon the member’s return.  Vacation is not 
accepted as a reason for more than one missed month.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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