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COMING UP!

December 3rd
Christmas Party

Last month we had Jim Gott’s demo on turning ornaments.  November we had the opportunity 
to show off our ornaments we turned.
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I sure hope you can join 
us at the Chicken Coop in 
Campbell on 12/-03/08 for 
our SVW Holiday dinner.  
We will have the gift 
exchange for all that want to 
participate.  The subject for 
the gift exchange is: “Shop 
related”.  Examples could 
be a Turning, (signed of 
course) a tool, a special piece 

of wood or … just a few ideas.  Please have your gift-
wrapped so we cannot see or figure out what it might be.  
How does the exchange work you might ask.  When 
you arrive at the dinner place your gift in the pile and 
get a ticket.  The ticket is in two parts, one goes on the 
ticket jar and the other one you keep track of until your 
number is called.  After the meal I will picket a ticket 
from the jar to get it started, that person will come up a 
pick a gift.  They open it.  Show everyone what it is, and 
then pick a ticket for the next person.  The next person 
now has a choice ….  Pick a gift from the pile, or steal a 
gift from a previously opened one.  The one catch to all 
this is the third owner is the “final owner” and that gift is 
frozen.  It gets quite interesting as more and more gifts 
get opened.  It is a lot of fun.  
We just had a great demo by Bob Rosand.  He showed 
us a lot of turning projects that we could all do.  They 
were not hard or complicated just little projects he has 

figured out, and shared with us.  We all learned 
from this demonstration.   I am sure there will 
be something written in this C & C but I would 
like to suggest you go to his website and check 
it out.  His address is: www.RRosand.com.  
There is a lot of useful information.  
As stated in our last meeting this was our last 
demo until we can get more participation.  
Once again we could not cover the expenses.  
Not enough people attended.  So before we 
have any more demos the monies will have to 
be collected before we make a commitment for 
a demo.  
The lack of participation is also becoming a 
problem with the Home & Garden Shows.  Our 
next H & G show is scheduled for Feb 6 – 8 
2009.  I will post the show Schedule up on the 
door now.  Remember this is a selling event for 
us.  We are there to represent Woodturning as 
a hobby and Silicon Valley Woodturners is the 
way to share and enjoy the hobby.  We run our 
club lathe and turn small project to share with 
the show goers. 

Keep it Round!!

PRES SEZ

Next month...
Join us Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, at 7 P.M., At the 

Sonoma Chicken Coop restaurant for the holiday dinner 
and gift exchange.   There is no meeting at Rich’s house 
this month.

     Howard Cohen’s interlocking donuts
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Guest ArtistBob Rosand

Bob Rosand Demo 
11/15/2008

Bob Rosand
rrosand@ptd.net

Background and Reference

Handouts for the projects highlighted 
below are available at bob’s web site;
see web address above. 

Bob also referenced a couple of tools 
sources:

Toolsforworkingwood

Some attendees asked about the roughing gouge he used during a number of the projects 
and Bob got this from ashley-isles tools

Bob comes to us from Pennsylvania and expects snow and slush when he returns.  He 
started turning as a lark and is pretty much self taught.  He started writing articles and got 
famous for doing that.  Bob is best known for doing a variety of projects, e.g. Christmas 
tree ornament, acorn bird house.  He has a Oneway lathe. Bob is also known for small 
bent angle tools and skews or you can go to Enco manufacturing, buy the HSS steel and 
grind your own tools; he has the sku#.   But to make your own bent angle tools, he uses 
something like Euctectic 1650xfc, a gap filling for soldering the tip on the stell bar.  Bob 
sells his tools for $20, but he ran out of tools and could not bring any to our demo.  We 
can email him and order as a group or individually; I believe he said that he will waive 
the postage if we tell him that we were at the demo. 

Bob demonstrated 6 projects for us.  The summary of this work is described below, but 
his web site contains full project descriptions 

By Howard Cohen

Clockwise from top left:
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Christmas Tree Ornament

The icicle ornament is turned from 
Ambrosia maple from Virginia.  Bob 
has started including writing in 
miniature on the body of these 
ornaments but did not demonstrate this 
too us.  E.g. he writes bible verses; 
these seem to sell well.  One ornament 
has something from The Chronicles of 
Narnia.

Ornament Body:  Bob starts with a glue block and uses ca glue.
He then starts turning with a roughing gouge and calipers set at 
2 1/4.   He turns both sides of ornament – the goal is a flattened 
sphere.  He wants a feel for the shape but also doesn’t take too 
much from headstock end until hollowing is complete.  If he had 
tear out, Bob would use a mixture of 50x50 oil-based sanding 
sealer and turpentine (to 
make it watery) on the 
vessel as it firms up the 
fibers.  For hollowing, 
makes a 3/4 diameter hole 
by marking with calipers, 
taking skew and making a 
divit for drilling a 3/8 

hole.  He had a drill bit with a morse taper; 
available, e.g., from Enco referenced above. 

Hollowing:  The first tool he uses is a small square scraper just to open it up a bit.  Then a 
round nose scraper is used and he goes in at an angle.  All tool control comes from his 
fingers. Then Bob switches to a slightly longer tool but otherwise same angle, etc.  He 
uses a pair of bent coat hangers to measure thickness  (note this is similar to what Jim 
Gott has shown us but in this case the coat hangers are in two parts).  He did not sand 

today so that he could show us more.  Bob ends up with a 3/4 
hole for the bottom (so he can work inside easier) and the 3/8 
hole for the top. 

Finials:  He starts with a piece about 1 
¼” by 7-8” and a roughing gouge.  Bob 
only turns at the end he is shaping 
leaving the mass and does not reduce to 

a cylinder until necessary.  He puts wax on the tool rest to assist 
sliding.  He completes each section (turning, sanding, sealer) 
before moving on to next section, moving from tailstock end to 

Clockwise from top left:

Continued on page 5
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headstock.  Bob then uses a parting tool to cut the tenon and makes an undercut to get a 
tight fit.  He uses the eye of a fish hook for the ornament hanger because screw eyes were 
too big.

Finishing:  Typically sanding sealer and then hangs them up and sprays with a satin 
finish; he doesn’t like gloss but recognizes that it does sell. 

Acorn Ornament

The acorn ornament sells for about  $25 – 30.  One variation is a 
mushroom cap. 

Acorn body: 1 1/4 stock.  4” long.  Set compass to 5/8.  makes 
two holes, one is 1/4.  after turning to cylinder, marks where 
perch goes (2nd hole).  Hollows out the body.  Parts off making 
most of bottom shape and makes a jam chuck with remaining 
stock in chuck.  He makes hole a little longer than final and 
actually glues onto the jam chuck. 

Next is acorn cap.  He makes a rabbet for bottom to glue into 
but could do a tenon just as well.  Uses round nose scraper and 
then a square nose scraper with a notch (similar to tool Cindy 
Drozda showed us for making clean rabbets for boxes).  Shoots for about a 1/4 overhang 
of acorn top.  Also needs to reverse top so he can finish it.  Wets tenon to cause fibers to 
expand, thereby getting a better fit.  Turned an ebony perch.  Makes a bulb on perch for 
both appearance and to stop it going into the hole too far. 

Ring Holder

Good seller.  Bob used Ash. Weed pot/ring holder.  Puts a flame on 
the top.  Undercuts bottom.  Finish diameter of 2 1/8 to 2 1/4.     

Body:  Roughing gouge is good for long smooth curves.  Drills a 
small diameter hole to take tenon flame (see below). Turns rough neck 
and then with spindle gouge turns concave top. Shapes neck before 
shaping bottom of body.  Parts off 
with tenon allowing tailstock 
support when reversed.  Could just 
sand bottom flat on belt sander.  
Reverse chuck by gluing onto same 

size drill bit mounted in chuck on headstock.  Still had 
some wobble.  Used long point of skew to clean up 
bottom.  Holds neck as you cannot depend on it for 
any strength.  Brings up tailstock.  Very light cuts.  
Graps it while spinning and pulls off drill bit. 

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6 
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Flame:  Made from ebony using a roughing gouge.  Makes a 
long tenon on flame to go well into hole through body neck 
because this gives strength to the narrow neck. 

Christmas Tree shaped ornament

Bob sees his nitch (since being on the 
AAW board) as doing things for the 
beginner.  He provides ideas so that all 
of us can play at the lathe.  The idea for 
the North Coast Tree comes from George 
Rader.  Any size wood will do.  He used a 
2x2 block to make a small Christmas 
tree.  It can be used to tie onto a Christmas present.  It helps to have a Nick Cook parting 
tool.  Sorby sells them as does Woodturners Catalog.  They are not cheap but the flute 
helps to prevent tear out.  This project also provides good practice with the  roughing 
gouge.  Bob usually has vats of dye and soaks the turnings in the dye.  While turning it 
helps to put something white on other side to see the profile.  Bob uses a rocking motion 
with parting tool; high to low. 

Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7 
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Lidded Box w/spindle gouge texturing

In this demo, Bob showed us how to 
use a small spindle gouge to create a 
texture-like pattern on both the box 
body and lid.  One of his goals was to 
turn without sanding.  By creating this 
cove pattern, Bob comes close to 
eliminating sanding. 

Body:  He starts by turning a John 
Jordan or egg shape.  Bob drills a hole 
with a forstner bit then cleans up with 
spindle gouge and/or skew (!)  He marks lines, using a compass set for the spacing 
between coves, for small coves made with spindle gouge starting down the body from the 
hole at a diameter larger than what you plan for the box lid.  Makes two passes around 
body of box too cut the coves.  Spindle gouge flute is straight up and down and you move 
from wider to narrower diameter of cove.  Bob almost always sharpens the tool between 
passes of cutting the coves.  He also used the sealer/turpentine mixture on the wood 
before final pass on coves in order to get cleaner cuts in the coves with less tear out.  Bob 
cuts coves before hollowing because it is more stable before hollowing.  He tries to avoid 
sanding the inside by again wetting and recutting.  After cleaning up the inside, Bob 
finishes shaping the outside at the headstock end and then cuts the remaining coves as 
above.

Bob has observed that the smaller base the more expensive; i.e. small=art; 
large=functional.

He parts off with a tendon after starting an undercut.
Bob uses the tenon to reverse and bring up tailstock to 
support while finishing.  Undercuts jam tenon so 
shoulder will also support the lid body. 

Lid:  Now Bob  makes the lid with tenon, but because 
we have the coves on the body, we need (or at least 
want) coves on the lid.  He started making lids loose 
because at shows people would drop them and then 
destroy the friction fit.  Reverse chucks the top using 
small/thin tenon to jam chuck into waste.block after 
cutting coves in top, then to get top off without 
damaging it (.e. he doesn’t want to pry to top out of the 
jam fit), Bob undercuts fibers from the headstock side.   

Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8
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Finial:  Bob then drills hole in the top for a small decorative piece of ebony.  Sometimes 
he cuts a tenon on each end and then attaches a curved twig or something to the outside 
of the tenon by drilling a wire sized hole. 

Oil Lamp/T lights

For a confetti oil lamp, Bob starts at 4 1/2 in diameter; e.g. just an 
end of log will do.  He will also do coves but a needle scaler works 
great (from welding) and produces an orange peel finish.  Harbor 
freight has one for $30.  The grain runs parallel to lathe bed.  For the 

actual confetti lamp inserts, 
Bob goes to Walmart and 
buys them cheaply.  He uses 
a 1 9/16” drill bit (forstner).
Coves, etc is same as for 
lidded box above. 

Continued from page 7

COntinued on page 9
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Candlestick

This candlestick is a Rudy 
Selnick style.  Bob does 
them in sets of, e.g., 3 with 
2” difference in heights.
They are finished at about 2 
½” diameter at the bottom, 2 
“ diameter at top, and a 
3/16” diameter at narrow 
neck.  He likes the tapered ½” candles; hence the hole is drilled with a ½” forstner bit.
Bob divides the length of the holder in 1/3’s.  He then, using mostly the roughing gouge, 
turns back and forth until reaching desired minimum diameter.  He also chamfers the rim.    
Takes out of chuck and uses prong drive to give room to reach in and the finish bottom.  
To get it more bottom heavy, Bob uses a spade bit to drill a hole in the bottom, fills with 
steel shot and epoxies in.  Also covers the bottom with felt. 

Continued from page 8
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

Clockwise from top left:

1. Michael Wiley – Used a scrap of oak 
(originally for October) with interesting grain 
pattern to create a natural edge nametag.

2. Howard Cohen – Tried using Tagua Nuts 
to create the finials on a Christmas ornament.  
The longer bottom finial made from glued 
together Tagua nuts broke during turning.

3. Herb Green – Turned napkin rings using 
what looks like birds eye maple and finished 
with 50 50.

4. Phil Roybal– Also turned 3 napkin rings; 
one for each family member.  The napkin rings 
are mahogany with acrylic paint and a friction 
polish finish.

5. Dick Pickering – For October, Dick 
turned an ornament from redwood burl and 
maple.  For November Dick turned a natural 
edge bowl of walnut with 3 coats of 50 50 finish 
over 2 coats of sanding sealer.

6. Becky Frisbee – Turned a pair of knitting 
needles; Becky doesn’t know what the wood 
is but it was selected from a raffle.  Becky also 
showed net needle used for weaving and fixing 
fishing nets.

7. Jim Gott – Turned a natural edge bowl of 
walnut.  Despite the fact that there was not much 
heartwood, Jim showed that the turning still 
resulted in 3 separate bands of color.  The bowl 
was completed with a 50 50 finish.

8. Brian Butler – Turned a Noble fir 
ornament from last years Christmas tree and Red 
Narra.  Since Brian does a lot of pen turnings, 
he has a pen tube running through the ornament 
body so that he could turn it on a pen mandrel.  
The ornament is finished with a spray lacquer 
– no buffing

9. Scott Landon – Created (the only way 
to describe Scott’s work) a bowl from Narra 
and black walnut.  The vessel was made in 3 
sections.  Scott carved it, glued it together, then 
turned it, and then put a scallop on top.

10. Kent Mosley – Turned a nut house from 
Norcal nut wood.

11. Rich Johnson – turned a natural edge 
palm nut.  Rich drills hole while the nut is held 
in shark jaws and then uses an expanding pin 
chuck to turn the final result.

    StartS  with  “N”
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 1. Michael Wiley – Turned salad servers; Michael was not 
sure of the wood, but observed that it was extremely hard.

2. Herb green – Showed (also brought to a sawdust session) 
a hollowed redwood (from Rich Dege) form, it was going to be 
an urn, but it cracked when burned.  Surprisingly, the crack closed 
after a couple days so Herb put sawdust in the crack, re-burned 
and wire brushed.

3. Oscar Wittrock – 
a. First showed a small thin birch bowl, finished with 
sanding sealer.  The wood was just a junk log.
b. Oscar showed his first attempt at flat-bottomed bowl.  
It was mounted with screw chuck and finished with Mahoney 
walnut oil.  
c. Oscar showed a vessel that started as a walnut bowl, but 
now has a hole in the bottom.  So, being creative, Oscar got some 
cherry wood for a base to fit into the bottom.  It was finished with 
Mahoney walnut oil for the body and bottom is finished with 
sanding sealer.

4. Scott Landon – Turned a maple bowl with soapstone. 
Kent helped him finish with mineral oil, polyurethane, and then 
waxed.  

5. Brian Butler – Showed inlay work that he said was 
inspired by Kent.   This is a malachite burl bottle stopper with 
Aluminum brass tubes and using an indexing wheel to locate and 
place the inlay. The Wenge is painted with copper leaf, which gets 
into and fills pits in the wood.  Finished with spray lacquer.

6. Kent Mosley – Turned a small round box from padauk 
and then used vinegar and steel wool to darken.  To set off the 
body and the lid, Kent did not darken the top of box lid, which 
shows the natural red of padauk.

7. Rich Johnson – Showed a new hollowing system from 
Vermec that costs $275 approximately.  There was no laser 
attached yet; but doesn’t come with one, so you need to add 
that.  Vermec has also come out with their own chuck that is a 
companion chuck at $175 and with which you can use Vicmark 
jaws.  In other words, Vermec just makes the chuck, which only 
fits Vicmark 120 and 140 jaws.  Also, Emir had a set of jaws 
made for inside expanding hold.  And, finally, Rich showed 
another inertia sander for $75 with 2 side sanding disc. A profile 
gauge and showed a plastic one in the Hartville catalog.

Show and Tell
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I

CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com
John Overmire (650) 299-9754
Johnover@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Kent Mosely (510) 745-7648
kentmosley@yahoo.com

Brian Butler’s tubular inlays
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

Demos have been cancelled due to 
lack of attendance.  

John Whittier 
(VP/Programs)

December Holiday 
Party

cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

(LIbRaRIaN)
The club library has the “The 

Woodturning Workshop” (PBS) 
DVD’s available.  Also Some from 
Jimmy Clewes.  Also 2 new Cindy 
Drozda DVD’s

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Be sure to wear your SVW 
insignia when you work shows such 
as the Woodworking show as an SVW 
staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (SunShine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a 

club member needs a get-well card, 
a new-member info packet, or some 
other contact from the club.

Other Business
    Hartville Tools is offering 

20% member discounts if we pass 
along our club roster. If you don’t 
want your name released, put your 
name on the opt out list in the data-
base section of our Yahoo group site. 
   

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR

* Jool Tool Sharpening system with all accessories $200
* Thin Blade Parting tools - $20
* Loggers / fishing gloves - $3
* Shop hanging Paper towel holders - $5
* Mirca sand paper $16 per box 
   80 grit is $17.

* Sanding disk punching $5 per box.

408 254-8485
Rich @latheart.com

Christmas Party
Dec 3rd
Campbell Sonoma
Chicken Coop 
Restaurant

  Herb Green vessel
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Ironmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2008. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A blue bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2008 chaLLENgES

November With a “N”
and December with a”D”

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


