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Dave gives us the scoop on scoops
 
     Dave rounded each cylinder with the skew 
and used the skew through the step of creating a 
tenon.  He turned 2 cylinders.  Dave also uses the 
Richard Raffin method of hollowing out by end-
ing up on the opposite side riding the bevel up-
side down.  He turned almost the entire outside 
of the scoop using the skew - except for some 
final detail work.  He reverse chucked the gob-
let on a jam chuck to finish the handle bottom.  
The goblet then becomes a scoop by using the 
band saw (he pulls the piece rather than pushes it 
through the blade) to open up the goblet.



Michelle and I took a vacation cruise to Alaska.  We had a great time and it 
will take us a few days to rest up.  While away I always 
watch for other turnings or turning displays.  In a couple of 
the ports we visited I was totally blown away with the 
“turned” pen displays, there are hundreds of pens all laser 
cut with different names on them. This was supposed to be 
local crafted items …. Made in China!@#$%^&!  They are 
all exactly the same! 

I kept looking hoping to find some real turnings, 
and I did find a gift / souvenir store that had a few 
turnings for sale that were made locally; this was in 
Ketchikan.  This time I was blown away by the $$$.  
The N E bowl front right = $195.  The hollow form 
was = $395.  The store told me that they don’t sell 
very well.   

In the next port I found a different turning display 
that was very nice and they were presented very 
well.  The prices ranged from $50 to $150 and they 
were done quite well.  Very Nice turnings made 
from the local woods by a local turner. 

Well … back to reality ….

I received a new schedule from the Nor Cal Events people.

 South Bay Fall Home Show Sept. 10-11-12,  (SC Conv center)
 South Bay Spring Home Show Jan. 21-22-23, 2011   (SC CC)
 The (new) Oakland Home & Garden Show March 18-19-20, 2011,
 The South Bay Late Spring tbd. (SC CC)


Here is the World Class shows schedule: 

Aug.  27 – 29  Calif. H & G & Design Show @ SJ Fairgrounds. 

PRES SEZ
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Next Month...
Join us Wednesday, July 7th, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “Textured ”

Think all you can make from a 7mm 
slimline pen kit is a slimline pen? Think 
again!
Jim Gott will show us how to ditch the 
center band and open up new design 
possibilities.

Well … back to reality ….  
I received a new schedule from the Nor Cal Events people.  
•	 South	Bay	Fall	Home	Show	Sept.	10-11-12,		(SC	Conv	center)
•	 South	Bay	Spring	Home	Show	Jan.	21-22-23,	2011			(SC	CC)
•	 The	(new)	Oakland	Home	&	Garden	Show	March	18-19-20,	2011,	
•	 The	South	Bay	Late	Spring	tbd.	(SC	CC)
•	
Here is the World Class shows schedule:
Aug.		27	–	29		Calif.	H	&	G	&	Design	Show	@	SJ	Fairgrounds.
Sept.	17	–	19		Calif.	H	&	G	&	Gourmet	Show	@	San	Mateo	Expo.
Jan.	7	–	9							Calif.	H	&	G	Gourmet	Show	@	SJ	Fairgrounds.
Apr.	8-10								Calif.	H	&	G	&	patio	Show	@	SJ	Fairgrounds.
We	are	signed	up	for;,	Aug	27-29,		Sept	10	–	12	and	Sept	17-19.
This schedule is going to put a lot of pressure on some of us.  We will need 
to	make	some	adjustments	for	next	year.		I	will	have	a	H	&	G	meeting	in	the	
near future.
This is a great way for us to sell our turnings and get club exposure but  that 
is a lot of turning and time we will have to put in.
The	July	Challenge;	Textured		When	looked	up	in	the	dictionary	it	is	fun	to	
see	the	different	meanings	for	Texture.		So	please	remember	we	are	wood	
turners and texture out “turnings”.  This should be a fun one.

Keep it round

Rich
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 
    Multi-Axis

1.	 Rich	Johnson	–	Rich	gets	stuff	from	Ameri-
can	Woodworker	which	he	usually	ignores	.		But	
for this challenge he found an article from Alan 
Lacer	and	so	Rich	made	fishing	lures.		The	wood	
is Alder and the project is collaborative because 
Michelle	and	Jackie	did	the	painting.	Rich	also	
did	a	bowl,	3	up	(that	is,	three	turnings),		using	
Walnut,	and	a	50	50	finish.

2.	 Scott	Landon	–	The	first	thing	Scott	did	is	
a	2-axis	Myrtle	wood	bowl.		He	did	one	on	cen-
ter and one offset turning and then carved the 
edge.		It	is	finished	with	Minwax	Tung	oil	be-
cause	Scott	found	it	easier	to	get	the	oil	into	the	
carved	areas.		And,	so	as	not	to	be	outdone	on	
multi	axis	turnings,	Scott	turned	a	candleholder	
with 7 axes.

3.	 Bob	Gerenser	–	Bob	turned	a	natural	edge	
Olive	bowl.		The	multi-axis	came	into	play	when	
he reversed the piece off center with a vacuum 
chuck.

4. Phil Roybal – Phil showed a demo piece he 
turned	while	volunteering	at	Monta	Vista	High	
School.		Specifically,	Phil	turned	a	sphere,	from	
a	glue	up,	which	required	a	3	axis	turning.		The	
sphere	is	finished	with	varnish.		For	those	who	
attended	the	Dale	Larson	Demo	-	Phil	used	the	
same	technique.

5.	 Howard	Cohen		–	Howard	turned	a	pair	of	
candlestick	holders.		Each	was	turned	on	3	sets	
of parallel centers.  The holders are finished with 
wipe on poly.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 5

6.	 Jim	Benson	–	Jim	turned	a	“thing”.		He	thought,	
first	time	around,	that	the	challenge	was	“multi	axle”	
so	Jim	showed	a	train	engine	with	several	axles.		But	
realizing	that	multi	axis	is	different,	Jim	made	a	4	axis	
contemplative	piece	with	an	18mm.	Amethyst	glass	
stone in the top.

7.	 Marcus	Moody	–	Marcus	turned	a	goblet,	Chal-
ice	from	the	Palace	,	using	Blood	wood,	between	3	
sets of centers. 

8.	 Kent	Mosley	–	Kent	turned	a	makeup	(“Toy”)	
for	last	month	-	a	Harry	Potter	magic	wand.		For	this	
month’s	challenge,	Kent	turned	a	2	axis	bowl	from	
Claro Walnut. 

     
9.	 Ard	Sealy	–	Ard,	using	the	same	American	
Woodworker	article	as	Rich,	also	turned	a	fishing	
lure.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 6

10.	 Herb	Green	–	Herb,	also	inspired	by	the	
Dale	Larson	demo,	turned	several	spheres.		His	
first attempt got a crack. His second attempt 
did not crack but it moved.    Herb’s third at-
tempt is fairly round and is hollowed as well.  
Then he tried the mystery laminated wood 
from	John	and	the	resulting	sphere	is	the	most	
spherical.		Herb	wants	to	also	do	the	Dale	Lar-
son sphere with the concentric sets of beaded 
circles,	but	that	must	wait.

11.	 Grant	Beech	-	For	a	makeup	from	last	
month	(“Toy),	Grant	turned	sets	of	3	darts.		
Grant	explained	that	each	set	is	weighed	so	
that	each	dart	in	the	set	is	within	a	1/10	of	a	
gram of each other.  The darts are filled with 
lead	and	vary	from	20	–	22	grams	in	weight	
each.		Grant	grinds	the	lead	(like	steel	wool)	
and  “injects” it into the darts through a fun-
nel.				Grant	made	the	darts	for	the	H&G	show.		
They	are	turned	on	a	special	mandrel.		For	this	
month,	Grant	turned	a	2	axis	mallet	handle.

12.	 Becky	Frisbee	–	Becky	showed	us	a	turn-
ing that was supposed to have a candle on 
top.		Instead	she	presented	the	“Little	Bug	
Light	House”.		Becky	used	sharpie	pens	to	col-
or	the	flowers,	leaves,	and	tree	top.

13.	 Jim	Gott	–	For	last	month’s	challenge	
(“Toy”),	Jim	turned	a	ball	and	cup	toy	from		
Ash and Walnut.  He glued in the string at-
taching the ball by trickling in CA glue with a 
needle	tip	but	it	wicked	up	the	string.		Oh	well.		
The	3rd	try	catching	the	ball	in	the	cup	was	a	
success.		For	this	month’s	multi	axis	challenge,	
Jim	did	a	little	off	center	Ash	bowl	based	on	an	
article in American Woodturner.  There is no 
finish..
14.	 Dick	Pickering	–	Dick	turned	an	Olive	
wood sphere. He started with a large piece 
but it kept getting smaller as he turned away 
cracks.		The	sphere	is	finished	with	shellac,	
then	50	50,	and	buffed.		Dick	used	CA	glue	in	
the cracks.
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15.	 Harry	Levin	–	Harry,	“this	is	the	weed	and	
this	is	the	pot”,	turned	a	3	axis	Walnut	weed	
pot.			The	3	axes	created	an	oval	shape.		It	is	
finished with spray deft gloss and then buffed 
with	0000	steel	wool.

16.	 Colin	Mackenzie	–	Colin	turned	an	“ex-
periment” but first Colin complained because 
his name was first on the challenge signup 
and,	therefore,	he	expected	to	go	first	so	that	
his “puny” thing did not follow everyone else.  
Colin demonstrated (this was not the chal-
lenge) good acting skills -  he was angry and 
mad	and	ashamed	of	this	piece.		But	Colin	
then conceded that the piece on the cover 
page of American Woodturners was not much 
better.  He did the bottom using a vacuum 
chuck and finished it with wipe on poly over 
some wood stain.

17.	 Dean	Adkins	–	Dean’s	makeup	for	last	
month’s “Toy” challenge is a Walnut thumb 
twiddler which could also could be a multi axis 
presentation but Dean knew that would not 
escape the dreaded buzzer. It is finished with 
friction	polish.				For	this	month’s	challenge,	
Dean	tried	to	do	a	Myrtle	candlestick	in	the	
style	of	Jimmy	Clewes	but	did	not	feel	that	the	
proportions work out.  The candlestick is un-
finished.

Continued from page 7
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Show and Tell
1.	 Rich	Johnson	showed	us	a	piece	of	Walnut	
that wouldn’t take finish.  He finally used CA glue 
and	sanded	it	thoroughly,	after	which	the	sand-
ing	sealer	took.		He	then	applied	50	50	Deft	and	
one cannot even tell what he had to do.  Rich also 
showed	a	Redwood	Burl	hollow	vessel	with	4	or	
5	coats.		He	used	the	Rolly	Munro	hollowing	tool.		
Finally	he	showed	us	a	large,	Acacia	salad	bowl	
with the same finish.

2.	 Scott	Landon	–	Scott	showed	us	a	normal	
cherry (scrap from sawdust shop) plate with some 
laser engraving.  He really liked the grain

3.	 Tom	Schmida	–	Tom	explained	that	a	neigh-
bor dug up an oak tree and offered him the root 
ball.  It had roots coming out so he cut it in half 
first.		After	he	finished	turning,	the	piece	moved	
– a lot.    This project resulted in lots of contempla-
tion.  He calls it a thing.

4.	 Jim	Benson	–	Jim	did	some	catching	up	
on	show	and	tell	-	4	different	projects.		First,	Jim	
showed bottle stoppers and pens using redwood 
burl	and	Craft	Supplies	kits.		They	are	finished	
with	EEE	and	Hut	crystal	coat.		Jim	also	showed	a	
Goblet	turned	using	“whatever	wood	“	from	the	
neighbors	hedge.		And,	lastly,	using	Oak	from	Co-
lin,	Jim	showed	a	bowl	finished	with	wood	filler,	
sanding	sealer,	and	Deft.

5.	 Ard	Sealey	–	Ard	showed	us	a	Cherry	bowl	
which his wife said looks like an organ grinder’s 
monkey’s hat.  He tried for a different shape – and 
he guesses that he succeeded.
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6.	 Becky	Frisbee	-			Becky	presented	a	little	box,	no	
idea	what	wood,	from	craft	store.		She	heard	a	pop,	
discovered	that	the	lid	cracked,	so	she	glued	it	back	
together.			Becky	then	lined	up	the	lid	and	bottom	
and drew a line so you cannot see the crack.

7.	 Colin	Mackenzie	–	Colin	started	turning	again	
this week following his surgery.  Inspired by the Dale 
Larson	Demo,	Colin	turned	a	wet	Madrone	burl	which	
he	had	boiled	for	2.5	hours	and	then	Oven	dried	for	
day and a half - until dry .  the bowl is finished with 
mineral oil.  Colin first rough turned the piece.  

Continued from page 11

Demo pictures		continued	from	page	1
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 

you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648
Jim Benson        (831) 475-5615

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Dave’s scoop



  Page 11

STAFF REPORTSRIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

AAW symposium will be in the Bay area in 

2012.  Dale Larson asked if we would like to 

help.  They hire vendors but use club people as 

gophers.  We may be used as a source for wood, 

etc.  More news to follow.  The Symposium has 

never been in bay area before.  7 clubs in area.  

Undecided where they might hold this in the bay 

area.

Herb Green(VP/Programs)

NO deMOs dUe tO laCk Of INterest

CraIG thOrsON (treasUrer)
Treasury reports are available to members. 

See Craig.

Phil Roybal (LIbRaRIaN)

Everything available in the library is listed on the 

yahoo group site.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. Sew-on 

patches are $5. Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 

when you work shows such as the Woodworking show 

as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)

Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club member needs 

a get-well card, a new-member info packet, or some 

other contact from the club.

Other Business

  

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?



  Page 12

Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

             
July:	Textured
Aug:	Sculptured
Sept:	Faceplate	(only)
Oct:	Treen	
Nov: Collaborated       
Dec:	Seasonal	“Ornament”	or	”Gift”	is	NOT	Acceptable!

2010 President’s Challenges
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A blue bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2010 chaLLENgES

June;	Multi-Axis

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 



Scott's Indexing Jig 4/24/10

I brought my interpretation of Scott's indexing jig to the 4/21/10 sawdust session, and was asked to provide 
pictures.  Scott provided the laser cut indexing disks, so I completed my jig.  Following are photos and a 
summary of some of the challenges I encountered making the jig, with suggestions on how to avoid my 
mistakes.

The finished jig:

The list of materials for my jig, for 1” x 8 tpi spindle, 6” off lathe bed surface.  Larger spindle size threaded rod 
not available at OSH, and rod and jam nut prices will no doubt be more for larger size.



Challenges:

The most annoying problem was drilling and tapping a hole in the jam nut for the set screw.  One nut is needed 
to secure the lathe chuck to the shaft, and 2 were used inside the support box to keep the shaft from slipping 
back and forth.  Scott actually supplied 2 plexi disks for inside the box, so only one is really required, now.  I 
was drilling and tapping a hole for a 1/4” 20 tpi set screw, and kept breaking taps.

I tried the recommended #7 (0.02010”) drill bit, and the nearest fractional equivalent 13/64” (0.2031”), but 
had better luck with a larger 7/32” bit (0.2188”).  I was also more than a bit ham-fisted in my tapping 
technique, to begin with.  Going slow, maybe only ¼ turn at a time, backing out, blow everything off, re-
lubricate both tap and nut, and repeating multiple times finally worked.  It's very easy to over torque or shear 
the tap if not gentle or careful enough.  After tapping the nut, gently clean the spindle threads with a tap, if you 
have one, and it will spin ever so much more smoothly on the threaded rod.



A second problem came inserting a threaded brass insert to hold the wing nuts to secure the shaft in the index 
position.  I feel that threading plywood alone may wear out pretty quickly, so inserted 1/4” 20 tpi inserts in a 
5/16” hole.  The rest of the hole was drilled out by 1/4” bit to the threaded rod mounting hole.  It was not easy 
to keep the insert going straight into the hole with a screwdriver, and eventually broke off one of the drive ears 
from one insert.

An installation tool made from a 1/4” x 20 hex bolt with 2 nuts tightened together did the trick quite nicely.  The 
bolt extended through the hole, keeping the insert aligned with the hole and easily backed off the insert once 



flush with the surface of the plywood.  A screwdriver was only used to slightly countersink the insert.

Scott used a nickel in a slot to register his first disk.  I know that I would be dropping and loosing the nickle 
while using the jig.  I also don't have a good way to accurately cut a nickel-width slot; but a table saw blade 
kerf is a good 1/8”, and I had some 1/8” aluminum stock.  I cut the alignment slots at the same height of the 
center of the rod, and made a swinging gate which is reversible.  The corner that pivots has a 3/8” radius so it 
can open without binding in the back of the slot when it is opened.



A hole was drilled through both slots, and a 2” screw can be used as the pivot, or the allen wrench for the jam 
nut set screws.  I was banking on Scott making prototype disks by the 4/21 meeting, and I was going to 
request one for 1/8” slots.  Of course Scott was way too efficient, and made ALL the disks!  My index locking 
bar doesn't fit in the nickle sized slots.

Scott graciously will make me another disk, but since he included holes, too, they can be used to register on 
the side of the slot.  The slot needs to be a little deeper to work with all the hole combinations on the second 
disk, though.  Note, additional disks can be stored on the back of the jig.

Following are a couple photos of the jig on the lathe with a chuck and bowl mounted, and how it might be used 



to drill holes in a bowl (not that this is one in which I would actually drill holes).

Hopefully this helps someone avoid some of the problems I ran into, or think of better ways to make the jig.

Mike Lanahan


