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                                          November 1998 Newsletter

Next Meeting: December 2, 1998 at 7:00  PM7:00 PM 
Location:  CB Tool, 70 Karina Court, San Jose, CA

  CB Tool is located near the exit from Hwy 101 and the Brokaw Road and 1st street junction.  From Brokaw 
  road go north on 1st street to the first stop light.  That is Karina Court.  Turn left (West) and go to where
  Karina court curves to the right.  CB Tool is located on the left side of that curve.
          

  President’s Challenge:  Dec: Ornaments  Jan ‘99: Name badges
           
  Remember:  Bring your chair and items for the ”show and tell” portion of the meeting.  We all learn together.

The President’s Column, By Rich Johnson

The Woodworking show comes to town.  In that show is the Forrest booth.  I took a blade to the show, hoping 
to get some suggestions or even a hint how to cut Maple, because I was havin' a problem with my Ryobe 
BT3000.  The man in the Forrest booth listened to my story and said; "YOU GOT THE WRONG BLADE FOR 
YOUR SAW!" I learned that the bench top type saws are not powerful enough and require thin kerf blades 
ONLY!  He took the blade and gave me a new 40-tooth thin kerf blade.  He gave me a new blade! No problem 
No worries!  WoW!  How is that for service? 

I also have another item to share.  At last years Woodworking show I purchased a new gizmo that was to 
eliminate sandpaper.  Well at least make sanding less of a chore.  I tried this new gizmo and it would not even 
make dust just scratched the surface of everything I tried it on.  Well, I saved the packaging and all the pieces, 
because I was told "Lifetime Guarantee".  I took this thing back to this years Woodworking show, the vender 
was very sorry it did not work for me and refunded my money. NO problem No worries WoW!
How is that for service? 

The venders were great.  I was really pleased and impressed.  

I also was fortunate enough to be one of the turners at the CB tools both.  That was pure fun.  I would definitely 
do that again.  What a fun experience.  The people were great!  I gave away some natural edge bowls and the 
people loved it.  I turned on the new Powermatic and I found it to be very smooth and easy to operate.

DON'T FORGET TO VOTE !!!!!!!!!  By the time you read this, the votes for your new SVW staff should be sent
in.  If not please hurry to get them in.

Chips & Chatter SVW
Silicon Valley
Woodturners
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People are signing up for another Boot Camp.  This time it will be the first Sat. in Dec. This will be the LAST 
FREE ONE!  Next year there will be a $ charge per person for the class.  

November 4, 1998 Meeting Notes

Part 1 - Show and Tell

Mike Rude started the proceedings with his walnut natural edge bowl.  Other than its beauty, it was finished with
Shellawax Cream – a new friction polish from Australia.  It is a mixture of white shellac and waxes including
Carnauba and beeswax.  The finish is non-toxic and non-flammable after the solvents evaporate.  Woodcraft sells
Shallawax at $24.99 for a 10 oz. jar.

Dick Pickering followed with a Myrtle bowl finished with the Beall system.  The Myrtle was from the tree that
some of us cut-up the prior week.  Looked great. Then

 Matt Faneuf, who presented the program for the night, showed an olive bowl finished with mineral oil and the
Beall system.   Janis Tonelli Kembel Gonzalez, guess whose wife, coveted the bowl.  What is it about  these
Italians that makes them like olives so much?

Closing the Show & Tell portion of the night was Jesús Morales.  He showed three
items.  First,  a whimsical bottle opener in the shape of a man with a top  hat and
wiggley eyes.  Second was a set of nested bowls made from cocobolo.  He finished the
Show & Tell portion with two small lidded boxes, also made of cocobolo.

Part 2 -Staff Reports

Treasurer Jay Muller reported on the status of our treasury.  Still in solid financial shape.  After spending $170.89
for hats, $32.42 for the  Woods of the World CD, and paying for the gift certificates for tonight’s Spinning Top
Contest, we have $1065.23 left.

Editor Lou Gonzalez was asked why the October SVW Newsletter was not sent out as an E-Mail.  Mike Rude
had been out of town on business and Lou didn’t get it to him in time.  Some members felt that they still wanted
it sent so they can keep the newsletter in electronic form on their computers.  Mike will send out the October
Newsletter, even if it is a bit late.  However, everyone had gotten the printed version in a timely manner.

President Rich Johnson told the club that CB Tools was going to have a booth at the upcoming Wood Show in
San Mateo, and had asked if we could help by having some of us turn on their lathes at the show.  We all happily
agreed to help.

Part 3 - Committee Reports

Ron Newcomb asked for volunteers to staff the turning booths at the show.  The three bay area clubs will share
three spaces and we need people to help out.  Based on the results (as reported on later in this newsletter) he got
what he wanted.
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Rich Dege showed the plans for the forthcoming AAW collaborative turning in Tacoma.  Don’t want to tell too 
much of our secret, so I won’t tell what the plans cover.

Loran Courpet informed us of two new library additions – the CD ROM for Woods of the World, and the book 
from The Turning Center in Pennsylvania.
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Part 4 - Old Business

No “Old Business: was discussed.

Part 5 - New Business

Ron Newcomb made us aware of a new line of face shields from the R.S. Hughes Company.  You can trade in
your old face shield (regardless of condition) and receive the top portion of  a Hughes model for free.  You will
have to buy the face shield lens itself for $7.90.  It’s a good deal.  The nearest Hughes store is located at 1162
Sonora Court in Sunnyvale.  The Hughes company donated three of their complete shields for our use at the
Wood Show.

Bob Wheeler invited us to attend a presentation my Matt Calder, an English turner.  Calder was schedules to give
a 6-8 hour presentation for the Bay Area Turners, and an evening presentation for the West Bay Area club.

Part 6 - Program:

Matt  Faneuf  presented  an  absorbing  glimpse  into  the  world  of  the  professional
woodturner.  He recounted how he beat  the competition to  get  a contract  to  turn
?????? balusters for a handrail.  He bought old 6X6 redwood, made a template, and he
and Ace Foster turned them out over a 3 week period.  $2500 for each wasn’t too
shabby.

On the left is a picture of Matt holding one of the balusters that he made as a sample.
Both he and Ace then used a flat piece of plywood that was cut to the contours of the
sample.  That  then became the template that  they used to  control and check their
turnings.

Part 7 – President’s Challenge:

The time arrived.  All participants started to flex their hands and check their eye-hand coordination.  Tops floated
in the air, spun on the ground, made shrieks, toosedtossed and turned – everything was ready for the BIGlittle

moment.

First off was Marion Trentman’s small hand-spun (finger tips) tops.  They were so so small
that only she could make them spin.  Marion, how do we know if they really spun – we
couldn’t see them.  Sometimes you just have to trust your fellow human beings.  The tops
were so small that they looked like peppercorns.  Actually they did spin.  She made them
with a skew.

Here we see Marion spinning her tops by using her small hands and fingernails.  No man
could do what she did.  Notice the lidded box  – it  contained an even smaller box that
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housed her tiniest tops.  What’s next Marion – tops so small that they will have to be judge with a microscope.
Great Job, you also deserve a prize for the best eyesight and hand-eye coordination..

The smallest mechanically spun top was entered by Mike Rude.  He used a Dremel tool to
turn the top.   Mike had some tops that were made from a  CD-RomCD-ROM disk and a
wooden spindle.  They worked.  What will AOL get into next?

In the picture you can see Mike’s tiny top next to a dime.  Barely discernable on the top of
the picture is the  Dremel tool that was used to spin the top.

Just  imagine  the  small  type  fonts  that  Mike  will  use  next  year  to  publish  the  SVW
Newsletter.

The longest spinning , non-mechanized, top was fielded by Rich Dege.  He had not originally entered his top in
that category, but after seeing how long the other tops spun, he thought that he could do better.  And he did.

Then  Big  Lou  came  forward  with  his
inverted patio umbrella.  He told us it was a
spinning  top,  but  we  knew  better  –  just
another one of his jokes?  No, this was for
real.  Six feet from tip to tip across its width,
requiring four men to spin it. Holding, a pipe
constructed  handle,  he  sat  it  on  the  floor.
Lou  sat  on  the  ground  holding  the  top
upright  with the pipe handle,  and three  of
our fellow member proceeded to pull on the
rope.   Lou’s rear- end was dragged across
the cement floor, the top slowly rotated and
finally spun on its own for 43 seconds.  Lou
needs a new pair of pants, but he won the
largest spinning top contest.  Actually he had
no  competition  due  to  his  clever  pre-
announcement that he was going to make the largest top.  No one wanted to challenge him, especially after they
heard of his vengeful nature.  The Vikings are in trouble.
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                 Lou and Bob Morelli wind-up the top                         Lou can hardly believe that it worked, 
                                                                                                       or is this just a picture of Neptune?

Part 7 – President’s Challenge (Continued)

Bob Morelli brought back some sanity to the proceeding by showing his spinning singing top and his tipsy top.  
Is this anyway for an adult male to behave.?  YOU BET IT IS.  Congratulations Bob for winning the Best of 
Show with your Tipsy top.

In the two above pictures please note the two tops at the bottom of the tray.  These were the singing tops that 
Bob made.  They are hollow and have a square hole cut into them.  The angle of the square cuts into the top 
body are critical to create the sound.

Marion could not resist entering the “OTHER” category, so she 
went for the Gaudy style.  Ribbons and beads festooned her 
entry.  The top is cute too.

Here Bob starts the top spinning by 
means of a handled holder.

After 4.7 seconds the top inverts itself 
and spins on its stem.
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What and evening that was – let’s do it again next year

Part 8 –Election of 1999 SVW Officers:

Forty-four ballots were sent mailout with a SASE for election of next year’s officers.  As of November 24, we 
have received back 25 of them.  Please fill out your ballots and returned them as soon as possible.  We intend to 
count the ballots on December 2 nd.

Part 8 – Christmas Party:

Rich and Michelle Johnson have again graciously offered to host the SVW Christmas party.  

The party starts at 6 PM on Saturday, December 5, 1998.

All of you have already been contacted by Lou and those of you that will attend have noted what you will bring 
as edibles.  Since Lou was responsible for getting food commitments, he obviously asked for those things that he 
likes – Enchiladas for Christmas? YES, YES, YES.

Ok, enough – Here is the final list:
If you are coming to the party and have not listed an item, please call Lou at 408-736-8383 (day) or 650-588-
0928 (evenings).  No children please - the house is not child-proof.

Ok, enough – Here is the list:
SVW Christmas Party Attendees

Member Guest Pot-luck disk

David Auchard Anna - wife Hot dish
Don Bonnet Joyce – wife Vegetable dish
Loran Courpet Keeth – wife Appetizers
Ace Foster Stuffing
Lou Gonzalez Janis – wife Ham
Steve Gonzalez Ham
Ken Horner Laura – wife Vegetable dish
Rich Johnson Michelle – wife House
Chuck Jorgensen June – wife Dessert
Jerry Kellenbenz Shirley – wife Cole Slaw + cookies
Harry Keller Karon – wife 2 Pumpkin pies
Keith Krebs Theresa – wife Dessert
Jim Laflin Elaine – wife Pumpkin pie ?
Ken Lindenmuth Maria – wife Dips
Bill Meiners Alicia – wife Mystery Casserole 
Jesus Morales Francisca – wife Enchiladas (requested by Lou Gonzalez)

Bob Morelli Cranberry Sauce
Jay Mueller Clara – friend Potato Salad
Ron Newcomb Dorothy – wife Green Salad
Gary Petretti Carol – wife Yams (special request by Keeth Courpet)
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Dick Pickering Arla – wife Fruit Salad
Tom Powel Lady friend Soda
Frank Regalado Geri – friend Bread
Dean Ritchie Hors d’oeuvres

Member Guest Pot-luck disk

Mike Rude Sandra - wife 2 chickens - cooked
Robert Sakauye Shizu – mother His famous home-made? Chile
Craig Thorson Sue – wife, Jeff – son Beef Wellington
Marion Trentman Wine
Jesus Valdez Joanne – wife Secret dish
Bob Wheeler Joan – wife Ambrosia & Jell-O salads

NOTE: 
1.    Please bring food ready to eat or just requiring warn-up in a micro-wave oven.
2. Please bring your dish sufficient for 8-10 people.
3. Please bring chairs.

Part 9 -The   Christmas Party Gift Exchange (The White Elephant   White Elephant   Gift Exchange  )  : 

 Christmas Party Gift Exchange (The White 
Elephant Gift Exchange): Here are the rules as stated 
by Rich Johnson:

“A person that wants to participate brings in a wrapped gift and 
puts it in the pile and takes a number. After din din we start calling
numbers. 

The first person picks from the pile any gift he or she wants. 

               The selected gift is opened for every one to see.
The next number is called. 
That person now has a choice of any gift from the pile ...  
Or one of the gifts that has already been opened. 
If they choose to take the gift away from someone 
then that person takes a gift from the pile ... 
Or one of the gifts that has already been opened. 

This continues on until everyone gets a gift. 

 Only one rule: A gift can only be taken away 3 times. 

The gift should be something SHOP related .related. ...  
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 The idea is something fun ... some kind of  SHOP "WHITE ELEPHANT". Something that everyone would love 
to have !@#$%^&*()!

A few examples from past parties were: 

                       A old motor with a board attached, to make a disk sander  
                Old project kits (pepper mills) 

                                                                                   Wood  turning squares 
                                                                                   Sandpaper   (34 grit) 
                                                                                   OLD turnings ....... 

This is a very fun evening and it is talked about for a long time by all.”

A RAFFLE: A Turkey will be raffled to help with your Christmas dinner and to raise money for the 
club.
Christmas Dinner menu:  The following items are being brought by the members.  If you are 
coming to the party and have not listed an item, please call Lou at 4087368383 (day) or 650588
0928 (evenings).  No children please  the house is not childproof.

Christmas Party food

Here are the directions to Rich & Michele’s home:

WAIT, WAIT - THERE’S MORE TO THIS NEWSLETTER!

Let’s Chop Down the Big Tree:

Take Hwy 101 to Tully Rd.  Go east on Tully.  You will go past 
Capital, past White, and when you get to Flint make a right turn,

The third street on your left will be San Saba, make a left turn on 
San Saba.  San Saba will end at Aldworth..  Look straight ahead and 
one house to your left – that’s it.
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One day last month Rich Johnson received a telephone call.  It seems that in Scott’s Valley a California Bay 
Laurel (also known as a Myrtle) had fallen, and would we be interested in removing it – we do the work, we 
keep the wood.  We were, and we did, and we did.  A group of 12 of us met in the empty lot and wondered how 
in the H___ we were going to chop-up the tree and move it up from  where it had fallen.  This was not just a 
tree, this was a TREE.  Actually it was one limb of a multi-limb tree.  This one (of 5) limb had broken off about 
15 feet from the ground and its diameter where it had cracked was about 3 foot in diameter.  Also it was about 
40 feet down a mountainside.  The ingenuity of SVW is awesome.  Chain saws appeared. Chains and ropes 
appeared. Unspoken organization appeared.  Jay Muller and Anna Auchard disappeared.  Actually they did the 
most important part of the project, they got us soft-drinks.

On the left, Jay Muller gives Dean Ritchie
directions on using the chain – will whips
be next?

On the right, Matt Faneuf uses his 
monstrous chainsaw with the delicacy of a 
hot butter-knife.
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Above, Rich Johnson works in the background while Frank Regalado tells Matt how big to make the sections.
Finally on the right above, Ace Foster is king of all he surveys.

THERE’S MORE FUN AND GAMES…

First, the Wood Show in San Mateo on the 6, 7, & 8 of November.

SVW, Bay Area Woodturners, and West Bay Area Woodturners had a joint booth (actually 3 booths together) at 
the show.  We all demonstrated our turning skills, answered questions, and created good-will for our clubs.

In addition, SVW was asked by CB Tool to participate with them at the CB Tool booth.  We were glad to do so.

With a keen eye and a steady 
hand, Bob DiVita makes an 
ash bowl for Steve Chauncy 
(Powermatic Rep).

Have you ever seen Rich Johnson in his element – this is it.  
Talking to people, directing shavings at them, and just 
having a good time, is what Rich likes best 
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Keith Krebs does us proud as he turns at the Bay Area woodturners booth while Ace Foster watches.

Keith did a yeoman job both at our booth and at the CB Tool booth.  I think that for two days he worked a total 
of 12 hours turning wood.

He never stopped.  Where does he get his energy?

Another stalwart turner was Jesús Morales of 
SVW.  

Here Jesús, at the CB tool booth, 
demonstrates how he makes spinning tops.

Jesús’ son, Caesar, watches his father 
carefully.  Do we have another woodturner in 
the making?

The show was a fun time with lots of things to do and buy.  Special thanks go to all of you who did the tough job
of setting up the booths on Friday morning and taking them down Sunday evening.

Do you think that this newsletter is finished?  Nope, there is still one more event.
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The Woodfest at Southern Lumber:

For the two days of November 14 and 15, five SVW’ers had booths at the Southern Lumber Woodfest.

Loran Courpet and his wife Keeth had a wonderful booth, unfortunately the pictures that I took didn’t come out 
very well so they are not shown here.  Hopefully our new editor will do better.  The same goes for Ron 
Newcomb.  My wife, Janis, was again flirting with Ron to see if she could buy more Spertles.  It seems that Ron 
had a bunch of Spertles, but one woman bought them all before Janis got there.   

Rich Johnson and Jay Mueller shared a 
booth.  Jay had an outstanding event 
when she sold four bowls to a single 
customer.  Good for you Jay.

Rich was not far behind in his sales also.

Here we see some of our fellow turners 
(Art Anderson in the hat at the left, and 
Mike Rude on the right wearing 
glasses) checking out the quality.

This was Jesús Morales’ first craft show and he
did very well.

The first thing that he sold was a $450 chess set
on Saturday morning.  That set the tone for that
and the next day.

Because my wife, Janis Gonzalez, could not
buy the spurtles from Ron Newcomb, she
bought 6 pairs of chopsticks from Jesús.

OK. That’s the end of this newsletter with the exception of the next page.
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 For woodturning tools made to your specifications.
 call Bob DiVita at 408-252-6369

 Specialist in faceplates, tool rests, pin chucks,    
 gouges, scrapers, lathe modifications, miniature tools, and
 sanding tools.

ITEMS FOR SALE
         
    Exhibition 10 x 10 foot tent  - $100 (SOLD)

Call Rich Johnson at 408-531-1307

   Delta Lathe, 12” paid $600,  will sell for $400 with tools. 
Call Bruce at 510-797-2953

ITEMS WANTED

   Used 4 jaw chuck.  Oneway, Nova, or similar for 1” x 8 tpi. 
   Call Mike Walsh at 408-448-6007.

RON NEWCOMB
   Kiwi Tools- Guaranteed woodturning tools
   Sandpaper - Eagle brand Wet or Dry
 3M Sanding Sponges - 120 to 1500 grit.  Free samples 

510-797-6665, or see me at club meetings

SVW CLUB OFFICERS FOR 1998

  President: Rich Johnson  408-531-1307 
  Vice-President: Ace Foster  408-338-4260
  Treasurer: Jay Mueller  408-227-2041
  Secretary/Editor: Lou Gonzalez 650-588-0928
  Rules Chairman: Loran Courpet 408-733-1110
  Ways & Means: Robert Sakauye 408-463-0732
  Hats & Aprons: Dick Pickering 408-227-9821
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