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August Program: 

“CNC Meets the   

Wood Lathe” 

By Bob Gerenser 

 

Patrick Sullivan, M.D. was the guest speak-

er at the July meeting and his presentation 

was “First Aid in the Woodshop”. His no-

nonsense approach is based both on years 

of medical practice and first hand experi-

ences from being a lifelong wood worker. 

He presented four cardinal rules for deal-

ing with cuts: 

      Wash the wound area thoroughly  

Stop the bleeding 

     Continued on page 11 
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20 years!   WOW!!! 

July 2017 marks a big milestone:   20 years ago this month an intrepid group of turners 

got together and decided to form a club for woodturning, and Silicon Valley Woodturn-

ers was formed.    In the very first part of the very first newsletter we find the first Presi-

dents message: 

A Message from Rich Johnson... 

On July 16, 1997, a group of us took an exciting step by starting a woodturning club in the Silicon 

Valley. Like all new adventures, you are never quite sure what benefits or obstacles will be en-

countered, but we all look forward to personal growth in our craft. Our purpose is to provide an 

environment wherein we can learn and develop our woodturning skills. I encourage all of you 

who have an interest in woodturning to join us and share the fun. 

(A copy of the full newsletter from that meeting is reproduced elsewhere in the newsletter.) 

It is notable that Rich’s simple purpose statement is just as true today as it was then: 

Our purpose is to provide an environment wherein we can learn and develop our woodturning 

skills. 

It is impressive how long the club has kept true to that objective and kept going and growing.    In fact, 
from what I can tell, the club is larger and more active than ever before…and that has taken the work of a 
lot of people over the years.   I am proud to be part of the club and hope to help build it further for the 
people that follow. 
So…..Here is to ‘turning’ 20 and I look forward to 20 more! 

 

Presidents Challenge  

August:  Wearable.     In honor of one of the first president’schallenges, I almost made this ‘Name Tag’.     

However, knowing the creativity of the club, I thought it would be fun to open it up to ‘Wearable’.    So, 

who is going to come to the meeting sporting a turned jacket?    

September: Collaboration or Training.As I have mentioned before one of the functions and benefits of the 

club is helping each other out.    Consequently, I wanted to be sure we had a challenge to reflect this.      

Do you want to learn how to do something you saw another member do?   Call him up!      See someone 

struggling with a turning problem?   Offer to help!    Just like to work with others?   Get together with 

someone a do a turning together! 

 

One good turn deserves another 

Paul 
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2017 Calendar of Events 
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     West Bay Woodturners    
I 

 

 

 

Sally Ault 
 

Production 
Woodturner  

 

Saturday, October 7, 
2017 

9:00 am to 4 PM 
 

Bridges Community Church  

625 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos 
 

Admission is $20 for Members and 
Spouses 

 (Includes lunch for those who sign 
up in advance) 

$30 for Non Members 
All Students are Free! 

Co Sponsored by WBAW and SVW 
 

 

 
 

The West Bay Woodturners and Silicon Valley Woodturners are pleased to announce 

an all-day demonstration by Sally Ault at the Bridges Church in Los Altos. The doors 

will open at 8:30 am. The general public is invited to attend. The admission fee for 

this demonstration has been deeply discounted and is being sponsored by the two 

clubs.  

Sally will cover a range of topics: Making wooden jewelry elements and how to use 

them to create well designed pieces. Many different kinds of embellishments which 
can be used on all types of turnings, basic box making skills as well as how to use a 

natural Sea Urchin as the body of the box. 
For more information on this demonstration and to sign up for lunch, contact Bob 

Bley, WBAW Program Officer, by email at rbley90@gmail.com , or by phone at 650-

854-4939 
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Close the wound 

 

Cover the wound 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with well produced slides, Patrick explained the 

rationale behind each step and threw a lot of cold 

water on myths, misconceptions and questionable 

advertising claims. 

Being that it is important to know when you should 

seek medical attention, Patrick gave specific exam-

ples of the type of injuries that should not be left to 

your own devices. 

Splinters are a fact of life for 

anyone working with wood and that area was also 

well covered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 12 
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While burns may not be as common an injury for 

wood workers as, say, for glassblowers, Patrick did 

have sound advice on how to deal with minor burns.  

 

Eye injuries can happen, well, in the blink of an eye 

and Patrick gave examples of what you may do at 

home and when to seek professional help. 

 

In the case of an amputation it is imperative to stop 

the bleeding and get to an emergency room. Bring all 

the bits and pieces with you if possible, but they may 

still be viable up to hours later, so don’t discard any. 

Patrick concluded by illustrating a well stocked first 

aid kit and a reminder that most shop accidents are 

preventable by paying attention to the task at hand 

and not doing anything stupid. 
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If you use a chainsaw, read the following article, which is reprinted with permission from our 
friends at Berwick  District Woodworkers , Berwick, Victoria, Australia 
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The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  
You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool 

control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or 

Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, and coring. 

Gordon Patnude, gppatnude@comcast.net, (408)267-6789 Pen Turning 

John Whittier: whit10506@aol.com, (408)761-3941sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, 
tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

 

President Paul Rygard (408) 866-0390 prygard@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Mikelan@aol.com 

Treasurer Tom Schmida  (831) 688-3866 tschmedia@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411     bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair. Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

Outreach Chair      Joe Martinka (408)735-7245       exegrec3@Yahoo.com 

Photographers Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 mikelan@aol.com       

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Mark Koenig (408) 888-4944 mskoenig@iee.org 

Webmaster Pete Zavala   (405) 849-2858      zavalawoodturning@gmail.com                                    

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Social Chair. Joe Martinka (408) 735-7245 exegrec3@yahoo.com 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, by the 

end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those who 

successfully complete 

all 12 President’s Chal-

lenge projects for the 

year.  Those who meet 

the challenge are 

awarded coveted and 

distinctive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A blue 

bar in the accompany-

ing chart means that 

person has completed 

the project for the 

month indicated.  You 

needn’t be a great 

turner, you just need to 

participate.  Make 

something in our Chal-

lenge theme and bring 

it to the next meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the President's Challenges, go to: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/files/Presidents Challenge/ 
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-
con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting 
and check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail 

with check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Gordon Patnude, 1348  Whitegate Ave, San Jose,  CA  95125  Phone: 253-820-8684-- email: gppatnude@comcast.net  
Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  

Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2nd Quarter  

April - June 
  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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It takes more than the officers and program chairs to make our club function at its best.  If your name’s 
not in the column at right, we still need your help in other ways to manage some of the club’s activities.  
This is a HELP WANTED ad, and we need you to respond.  There are always things that need doing.  In partic-
ular, we need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & Tricks for the Chips & Chatter newsletter 
Please contact Mike Lanahan to volunteer and help make our activities happen. 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turn-

ers.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, 

and mention our web site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been 

reprinted from another source with permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that 

material.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
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Join us Wed., August 2nd @7:00PM 

Santa Clara High School Woodshop 

 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara, CA  

It is right across the street from the 

Baptist Church sign, and just past 

(coming from Kiely) a No Entrance 

sign.   

August Program: CNCing 

August Challenge: Wearable 

Dinner before the Meeting:   

Watch for email update 
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, with 

center holes—   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks 

increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, or 

the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

  turninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

turninghands@yahoo.com 
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