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Meeting: David 
Verney on open 
segmented turning
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Craft Supplies sale 
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June 15th–18th
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longest-spinning hand launched tops. We 
weren’t able to time the event, but Michael 
Wiley took the prize with the longest spin, 
followed by Steve Rosenthal and guest Danny 

Go to page 5

The shy and the auda-
cious, the confident and 
the careful, we were all 
there on the floor as Top 
Night got into full swing 
at the May meeting. 

The Top Night tradition is as old as 
Silicon Valley Woodturners itself: an annual 
celebration of artistry, engineering, persis-
tence, and luck. This night, thirteen mem-
bers brought tops to compete in categories 
which included Smallest, Largest, Most 
Innovative, Longest Spinning, and Best 
Overall Top. Prizes included candy bars and 
medals on neck ribbons, as well as bragging 
rights for the coming year.

The event began with the contest for 

WWW.SVWOODTURNERS.ORG

Hand launchers Robert Sakauye, Steve 
Rosenthal, and Rick Parfitt prepare to 
spin their tops. Others are off camera.

Left to right: Gary Petretti, Michael Wiley, Phil Roybal, Steve Dahout and Rich 
Johnson show off their ribbons.

Can you “top” this?
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Join us Wednesday, June 1st, at 7 P.M., 
when David Verney will talk about open seg-
mented turnings at Rich Johnson's Woodturning 
Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: A CRAFT ITEM

Rich

I am 
in the shop every day now 
with not enough hours to get 
done what was planned. I am 
always lookin’ for shortcuts or 
better ways to get things done. 

With Christian Burchard's 
visit last weekend, I’ve added 
a couple more tricks or pro-

cedures to my resume of turning. Each demon-
strator has his or her own way of doing things 
and that is what we want to see. How did he do 
that? Not necessarily a new tool, but “How?”. 
In some cases things are presented that we have 
forgotten all about. Then we are reminded of 
another way! We were enjoined by Christian 
many times: “Enjoy how I am doing it, learn 
from it, have fun!! Just do not copy my projects 
for sale.” 

As a teacher I find this really hits home. I 
cannot explain how much I enjoy the sharing / 
teaching of woodturning. When students come 
back after I’ve taught them to make a natural 
edged bowl with their own versions, my efforts 
are worthwhile and these Artists are on their 
way to the world of Artistic Woodturning. Look 
around our group to see this every month at 
Show & Tell. We are all growing and learning 
with each piece we do or see. Another place to 
see this was with the “Tops”. Gary did it to us 
again … so now we are already thinkin’ ahead 
for next year. Did you see the launcher Steve 
had? Why didn’t Gary’s top fall over? Phil’s 
dug into the glass? Rich spun his with fingers 
not tweezers! How’d they do all those things? 
We are learning from each other all the time…. 
Enjoy it and use it!

With only a couple of months left until the 
annual Summer “Turn- Off”, we need to get a 
team together to represent SVW. We need top 
turners, spinners, and designers. Can you help? 
Will you help?

Please let’s not wait until August to get this 
together. We need to work on it now and get 
some practice time in. We are the top experts 
right? So let’s get a team going NOW!! The 
picnic will require us to turn as many tops as 
we can in a set amount of time and then spin 
one of them for the longest time. This sounds 
like our top night! Right? Maybe this year we 
have a chance at the trophy! Let’s go for it!!!

PRES SEZ

Next month...
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Show and Tell
Michael Wiley brought a cedar 

bowl, finished with lacquer and wax.
John Brugo showed a segmented 

bowl incorporating birch plywood cut 
on the diagonal. It includes walnut and 
maple, and is finished with Waterlox.

Rich Johnson showed a large birch 
bowl finished with 50% Deft, and a 
smaller natural edge olive bowl. He 
also showed a nested set of five red 
alder bowls, the outside one sporting a 
decorative ridge.

President’s 
Challenge

Phil Roybal showed a top of brass, 
wood, and enamel, with a steel shaft. 
He also showed a forged steel and 
glass spinning surface for the top.

Herb Green made a glued up top 
of blackwood, cocobolo, rosewood, 
holly, and cherry.

Dick Pickering brought a top 
made from three CD-ROMs, glued to-
gether for mass. The launcher is made 
of UHMW.

Clockwise from top left: Michael 
Wiley, Phil Roybal, Herb Green, 
Dick Pickering, Rich Johnson, and 
John Brugo.

SPINNING 
TOP
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Michael Wiley made three tops. 
The First was maple and colorwood, 
the second was made of blackwood. 
He also made two large ones, red oak 
for one and mahogany for the other. 
All are finished with friction polish.

Lloyd Frisbee brought in a small 
top of walnut, finished with sanding 
sealer and CA.

Becky Frisbee showed a tiny top 
of maple. She showed off a larger one 
of maple that is also a box.

Ayman Sayed made a couple ma-
ple tops decorated with chatter work 
and colored with magic markers.

Jim Gott, in absentia, sent in three 
tops, also decorated with chatter work. 
Two are of maple, one of dymond-
wood.

Mike Rude brought in a tiny top, 
too small to photograph.

Bob Bowers showed a pyramidal 
top of redwood, and another of pine. 

Robert Sakauye brought his friend, 
Dan Perusina, who made three tops. 
Robert brought a top box and a single 
top of boxwood and blackwood. He 
also brought a couple tiny tops.

Gary Petretti made a top with a 
ball bearing point, using brass and 
walnut for the body.

Clockwise from top left: Michael 
Wiley, Jim Gott’s tops, Bob Bowers, 
Robert Sakauye, Gary Petretti, 
Ayman Sayed, Becky Frisbee, and 
Lloyd Frisbee.

Continued on page 7.
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Perusina. Rick Parfitt, Robert Sakauye, 
Steve Dehout, Rich Johnson, and Ace 
Foster also competed.

Next came the battle for longest 
spin of a string-launched top. Eight 
contestants staked out promising areaa 
on the floor and the crowd watched as  
members spun their creations. Al-
though the best time was a little lower 
than last year’s, 2004 champ Gary Pe-
tretti again took top honors, followed 
by Steve Dahout and Phil Roybal. The 
recorded times are shown below.

Gary Petretti 15:07
Steve Dahout 13:55
Phil Roybal 10:16
Rich Dege 6:24
Dick Pickering 2:47
Herb Green 1:15
Michael Wiley 0:04

Now it was time to judge top 
sizes. Largest was a tie, because of the 
two contestants, Michael Wiley’s top 
had the larger diameter while Steve 
Dahout’s was heavier.

Vying for smallest top, Mike 
Rude, Rich Dege, and Rich Johnson 
spun their tiny toys (sometimes with 
difficulty). They had to spin to qualify. 
When the dust settled, Rich Johnson 
took the prize for smallest.

Most Innovative top was the next 
category, judged by audience vote. 
Phil Roybal’s enamel, brass, steel, 
and padauk top took the honors. Also 
competing were Rich Dege, Robert 
Sakauye, Gary Petretti, Herb Green, 
and Steve Dahout.

Last came the audience vote for 
Best Overall. Gary Petretti, our long 
spin champ, took this prize. Steve Da-
hout, Phil Roybal, and Rich Johnson 
also competed. 

Longest spin times have climbed 
steadily for several years, as you can 
see in the chart below. This year, how-
ever, they dropped a bit, with Gary 
Petretti’s 15:07 falling quite a bit short 
of his 19:00 performance in 2004. 
Both of these times are quite impres-
sive to anyone who’s tried to make a 
long-spinning top. However, they pale 
beside the world record. According to 
the Guiness World Records web site 
(http://www.guinnessworldrecords.
com/),  Hall Graham spun a spinning 
top for 2 hours, 52 minutes, 11 sec-
onds before its rim made contact with 
the ground, at Woodstock High School 
in Georgia, on December 18, 1998.

Tops, continued from page 1

Phil Roybal and Dick Pickering 
launch their tops in a bid for the 
longest string launched spin. 
Others were off-camera.

Large tops by Steve Dahout (left) 
and Michael Wiley (right).

Tiny tops sit beside a nickel.

Entries for Most Innovative top 
include (top to bottom): Steve 
Dahout’s, Phil Roybal’s, Gary 
Petretti’s, Rich Dege’s, and Robert 
Sakauye’s.

TOP TIMES
(min:sec)

4:30 4:55

12:25

19:00

15:07

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
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PROFILE

I’ve always been an avid “Do It 
Yourselfer.”  Some of my motivation 
was “economic” (I couldn’t afford to 
pay someone else), and I also enjoyed 
seeing “The fruits of my labor.” Some-
times I felt I could do a better, more 
timely job myself. The compliments 
I’ve received for my work encouraged 
me as well.

I became an expert at repair-
ing our Kenmore washer and dryer 
over the years. I have added a room 
onto my house, built a deck, poured 
concrete, laid over 2500 bricks while 
landscaping my front and back yards, 
built most of the wood furniture in 
my house, and as I mentioned before, 
I did a lot of automotive repair and 
restoration.  I painted two of the three 
Mustangs I restored myself.  I guess 
you could say “I’m a Jack of all trades, 

Dick Pickering  (Member since 1997)

but master of none.”  I have always 
enjoyed working with my hands, and 
most of my work has been satisfying 
and satisfactory. I have never been 
afraid to try to Do It Myself. 
 
Q. What lathe do you use?
A. I use a General Model 26020VS  
20”X 38”, 1” X 8TPI.

Q. What do you like to turn? 
A. I like to turn most things. I turn 
14-15 Nutcrackers each year for fam-
ily Christmas gifts. 
 
Q. What is your favorite wood? 
A. I like to turn Cocobolo, but I have 
to be careful of allergic reaction. I use 
Poplar, Alder, and Soft Maple for my 
Nutcrackers.  I use several species for 
my segmented turnings.  
 

Q. What turning tools do you use? 
A. I use a skew, spindle gouge, and 
large curved scraper. 
 
Q. What finishes do you use? 
A. I like Deft as a lacquer finish.  I 
have begun to use Tung Oil on my 
bowls. I use acrylic paints for my Nut-
crackers. 
 
Q. How long have you been turning? 
A. I’ve been turning since about 
1980.  I turned a few table legs.  I 
started with a ShopSmith. 
 
Q. What got you started in turning? 
A. I needed some legs for the furni-
ture I was making. 
 
Q. Who has influenced your style? 
A. Richard Raffin, Rich Johnson, and 
Jim Gott have all influenced me.
 
Q. What would you change about the 
club to improve it? 
A. Very little, if anything. I think this 
“Member Profile” is a great way to 
get to know other members in the club.  
Filling out the questionnaire should be 
mandatory. 
 
Q. What would you like to learn? 
A. I have always admired Stuart 
Mortimer’s twisted turnings, but have 
not been able to do one satisfactorily. 
 

Continued on page 7.
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Steve Dahout brought a top of 
almond, and a larger one of goncalo 
alves. The tips are vespal, a synthetic 
material.

Rick Parfitt made two tops. One of 
cherry and one of steel. 

Steve Rosenthal showed a top of 
maple.

Rich Johnson brought a couple 
small maple tops with felt pen dyes. 
They can spin with either side up. He 
also brought some tiny ones.

Ace Foster brought a small al-
mond top.

Herb Green and Rich Parfitt won 
the President’s Challenge raffle.

NEXT MONTH’S CHALLENGE: A 
CRAFT ITEM.

President’s Challenge, continued 
from page 4.

Clockwise from top left: Steve 
Dahout’s top, Steve Rosenthal, 
Rich Johnson, Ace Foster, and Rick 
Parfitt.

Editor’s Note 
If you’d like to be featured 

in PROFILE, fill out the ques-
tionnaire on our Yahoo site and 
return it to Lloyd Frisbee.

Q. What would you like to see as 
demo subjects? 
A. Actually, I’m looking forward to 
Alan Lacer’s skew demonstration. 
 
Q. What other hobbies or interests do 
you have? 

A. I have gotten away from it, but I 
used to restore 1965 Mustangs.  I had 
three at one time- two coupes and a 
“fastback”.  The “fastback” was my 
best work. I sold it in 1991 for over 
$15,000.  That’s five times what it cost 
new. Now woodturning and a little 
woodworking keeps me busy.

Profile, continued from page 6.
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Who’d a thought?! Grown men 
and gals gathered round, some on 
hands and knees, with only one 
thought...Spinning Tops. It’s been 
like that for a few years now on the 
first Wednesday in May: the night 
the shackles of being “grown up” are 
cast aside. That’s the night that brings 
back visions of those endless games 
of marbles on elementary school 
playgrounds, or that new Wham-O 
slingshot in the back pocket. Spinning 
Tops. What fun. It wasn’t always that 
way for me...

Growing up in the Italian neigh-
borhood of College Park, it was the 
other kids who were on the corner of 
Empire and Vendome St., challenging 
one another with homemade tops.  My 
passion was my Daisy BB gun: the 
pump action one with 50-shot maga-
zine. I’ll never forget the feeling of 
opening the box and seeing that beauty 
for the first time. I just wanted to put it 
back so I could open it up again. The 
smell, the touch, the balance of the 

thing were riveting. I thought that feel-
ing was lost. I was mistaken.

It happened innocently enough 
on top night some years back. I don’t 
remember if I brought a top, but I was 
amazed at others’ energy and creativ-
ity. Then I saw it. It was beautiful. It 
was like seeing that old Daisy #25 for 
the first time. What workmanship and 
beauty! I couldn’t believe its smooth 
finish, its perfect balance, and the way 
it glistened. I think I could smell the 
different woods, and I held it like I 
held that first BB gun. I was hooked! I 
have Rich Dege to blame. 

Rich graciously imparted the 
mystical secrets of his marvel top, and 
I went berserk from there. I started 
experimenting and even read up a bit 
on Newton’s laws. His theories used 
to bore me in physics class, but they 
started to make sense when applied to 
top making. Inertia and mass? State 
of motion? Balanced and unbalanced 
forces? In his Second Law of Motion, 
the relationship between an object’s 
mass (the top), its acceleration (the 
launch), and the applied force (the 
freshly sprayed Pam plate) became 
more than just a theory. I discovered 
that more mass means more inertia 
and a greater tendency to resist top-
pling over. That said, I’m thankful and 
a little humbled that Phil asked me to 
describe how I make a top. 

You can make tops from any mate-
rial, but I like the smell and feel of 
wood: straight grained, completely dry 
hardwood. I prefer Walnut for its even 
weight and strength. The size of the 
blank is easy: the diameter of the brass 
bushing used for stability determines 
the perimeter of the top. 

HOW TO DO IT

Mount the blank on a faceplate 
and support it with the tailstock. The 
live center point must be in perfect 
alignment with the headstock so the 
principal axis goes through the exact 
center of the mass. This is crucial. If 
it’s not perfectly aligned, you will be 
forever trying to take material off to 
balance the top. This is because of an-
other one of Newton’s Laws. Thought 
you heard the last of him but the darn 
guy is everywhere. 

Turn the stock round, then gently 
turn a rabbit that will be the stop for 
the back of the bushing. The majority 
of the weight must be as low as pos-
sible, so the center of gravity should 
lie in the bottom 20–25% of the top. 
That’s where the brass bushing goes. I 
cut a piece of PVC pipe the diameter 
of the bushing and, after applying glue 
to the rabbit, I whack the PVC with a 
mallet to force the bushing onto the lip 
of the rabbit. 

 With the bushing positioned, the 
top is turned to shape. The shoulder 
above the bushing should be turned 
back at a steep angle (to further reduce 
friction) and stop at the point of the 
crown or top shaft. I like a stout shaft, 
so on a 3"-4" long top with a 3" cir-
cumference that would be about 3/4" 
in diameter and 1 1/4" long.

The dimple made by the tailstock  
determines the point position. I like a 
slightly rounded small tip. A polished 
brass brad, a hardened steel pin with 
a smooth point, and yeah, even a 1” 
ball bearing all seem to work. The 
most important thing is that whatever 
is used has to be as close to the center 

Making a competitive top Gary Petretti

Continued on  page 9.
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of rotation as possible. That’s why 
tailstock-headstock alignment is so 
important.  

No matter how carefully you align 
the principle axis with the friction 
point of the tip, tops have a mind of 
their own when it comes to “balance 
behaving”. Perhaps the wood isn’t as 
stable as you thought, or the bushing 
may have been machined off-round 

(maybe that’s why Triangle has so 
many of them) or the lathe’s headstock 
and tailstock are out of alignment. 
Could even be that the moon is in 
Virgo and our friend Newton has a 
sense of humor. Doesn’t matter.  With 
some of the wisdom I picked up from 
Mr. Dege, I’ve come up with a easy 
way to bring things back into balance. 

I set the top on its side on a flat 
piece of marble or glass. A little flick 
of its shaft starts it rolling round and 
round. When it stops I make a little 
mark with an extra fine Sharpie, 
exactly where the bushing meets the 
surface. I repeat this scenario half a 
dozen times or so until I start to see a 
pattern of little black marks congregat-
ing on the heavy part of the top. I have 
a neat little electric brad nailer that I 
use to put a brad or two on the side 
opposite the marks. Then it’s back to 
flicking and marking and adjusting by 

Making tops, continued from page 8.

Gary Petretti’s long-spinning top 
struts its stuff.

adding more brads to counterbalance 
the unbalance. When the flicking starts 
to produce marks at all points of the 
bushing, the top is as balanced as it’s 
going to get using this method. 

Remember that now the shoulder 
has a bunch of little brads sticking up, 
so a safe hand launcher is in order. I 
like to cut  two pieces of 1/8” plywood 
for the handle and drill a hole for the 
shaft with a spur bit. The two pieces 
are sandwiched between a thicker 
piece of wood to keep the fingers safe-
ly away. Another benefit of this type of 
launcher is that the shaft is now sup-
ported on the shoulder and near the top 
to stabilize it when it’s spun. 

Wind it up nice and tight with 
some good twine and give it a smooth, 
even pull. Keep your launcher hand 
nice and steady and, after the pull, let 
the top stabilize and slowly lift up. 

Ah, a top to make Sir Issac proud.

EDITOR’S NOTES
SVW NEEDS YOU

Page 14 lists the 11 volunteers 
who are your officers and program 
chairs this year. But it takes more of us 
to make the club function at its best. 
If your name's not on page 14, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club's activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. Specifically, 
right now we need people to manage 
and staff the following activities (and 
probably others I don't know about):

Inter-Club Picnic (see below)
• Turn-off team
• Drinks/utensils supply
Annual Picnic, 7/17
• Swap meet
• Instant gallery/competition

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make these activities happen.

INTER-CLUB PICNIC

Saturday, August 13, is the date 
for the inter-club picnic, held at the 
San Ramon Senior Center. It will 
feature a morning demonstration by 
Merryll Saylan, followed by a picnic 
lunch and an “inter-club turnoff”. 

Merryll Saylan is a Bay Area 
Woodturning Association founder. She 
is known for her expertise in texturing, 
finishing and coloring; and has ar-
ticles published in many woodturning 
magazines. She will be demonstrating 
during our morning session, and will 
cover texturing, finishing and coloring.

After the demonstration, there will 

be a picnic lunch. BAWA is supplying 
hamburgers, buns, and condiments. 
West Bay will supply salads and des-
erts. Silicon Valley will supply drinks, 
plates, forks, and knives.

After lunch, there will be a “fin-
ger-top turn-off”. Each club will have 
30 minutes to turn as many finger-tops 
as they can. Then each club will pick 
the longest-spinning top for an inter-
club competition. The top that spins 
the longest wins the competition.

West Bay has volunteered to 
supply turning wood, which will be 5 
inches long and 2"x2".

Each club coordinator needs to 
supply a list of attendees by August 1st 
to Richard Sherry. It can be emailed to 
him at rmtds@comcast.net. 

mailto:rmtds@comcast.net
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SHOP TOUR!
Big bowl specialist Tony Bryhan 

opened his shop for a tour last month. 
On display were his huge VB-36 lathe, 
a compact and well-organized work-
space, and his wife’s excellent coffee 
and cookies.

Tony, and Nayla have lived in 
their San Jose condo about 15 years. 
He got his bandsaw and sliding table 
tablesaw to build their kitchen cabinets 
and furniture. Working in the compact 
space over the years, he’s thought 
about his needs and how to fit furni-
ture making, turning, and stone sculp-
ture into a garage space which still 
accommodates two cars. This is a shop 
situation most of us can relate to.

Tony has about 150 SF available 
at the back of his garage. To exploit 
the space, he built a tool cabinet with 
work surface and sharpening center in 
a corner, and hung turning tools on the 
wall above. He chose his lathe to get 
big capacity in a minimal footprint. 
The VB-36 lathe, sitting in front of 
the bench, can turn huge blanks on its 
massive spindle and bearings. Bolted 
to the concrete floor, the lathe doesn’t 
move as it spins a 4' rectangular elm 
piece that Tony’s working on. Roman 
shades drop down around the lathe to 
contain chips and simplify the cleanup 
needed when he turns down a blank 
that weighs several hundred pounds.

Left: A huge slab spins on the VB-36. Above, clockwise from top: Tony 
welcomes us to his shop, tablesaw and corner workstation, drill press 
against rear wall, large trunk ready to mount on a faceplate for turning.

Continued on page 11.
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Table saw, band saw, and drill 
press are wheeled against the rear 
wall when not needed. A dust col-
lector hugs the wall beside the lathe. 
Wood and stone are stacked against 
the walls, ready for use. A dentist’s 
halogen lamp hangs from the ceiling 
to provide pinpoint lighting.

Tony’s shop shows how much can 
be done in a compact space. It’s cheery 
and well-organized, and gives him a 
place to turn out beautiful work.

Shop Tour, continued from page 10.

Clockwise from top: large calipers 
hang on the wall above turning 
tools, a dust collector hugs the 
wall behind the lathe, Tony’s work 
laid out for inspection, timbers 
ready for furniture, a dental 
lamp puts light where it’s needed, 
while shades contain flying chips. 
Continuing below we see what 
Tony makes when he's not turning: 
a quilted maple and granite wall 
table, kitchen cabinets, a granite 
garden sculpture, and a quilted 
maple dining table.
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piece to dry and warp over lunch.
Christian doesn't sand these deli-

cate pieces, but cuts them as cleanly 
as he can and then sandblasts them to 
emphasize the grain structure. As they 
dry, that structure causes them to warp 

GUEST ARTIST

Oregon turner Christian Burchard 
came down from Ashland to spend 
a day showing us his techniques for 
turning green madrone burls.

Christian apprenticed as a fur-
niture maker in his native Germany, 
but came to the US 28 years ago to 
make his living. Today he is a self-
taught turner, turning teacher, and high 
school shop volunteer.

Christian began his demos by 
mounting a wet madrone burl on a 
glue block, then turning it to the shape 
of his "baskets". Digressing briefly to 
show his freehand gouge sharpening 
technique, Christian went on to hollow 
the form, using a lamp on the outside 
to gage thickness as he cut a uniformly 
thin wall. He emphasized the impor-
tance of hollowing in such a way that 
the tool flows smoothly, not lingering 
to create thin spots in the walls. He 
completed the turning and parted it 
off, then wrapped the mouth in pack-
ing tape, so it wouldn't dry faster than 
the walls below and split. He left the 

while developing a surface texture 
that follows the curves of the warped 
surfaces.

After lunch, Christian turned a 
sphere using a special cup center that 
screws onto the Oneway live center 
system. He turned it round on three 
axes, telling us how he cuts away the 
"ghost" image after each remounting 
to wind up with a spherical surface. 
He cut decorative lines around the 
sphere in different axes with a skew, 
then remounted the sphere off center 
to cut partial circles of varying depths 
around the ball. He normally colors 
these cuts with acrylic paints, sands 
off any surface staining, and winds up 
with deeply etched dark lines decorat-
ing his pieces.

Christian peppered his talk with 

Clockwise from upper left: 
Christian cuts the outside shape 
of a "basket", the finished piece, 
and light shining through the walls 
helps Christian achieve uniform 
wall thickness.

Continued on page 13.
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observations and techniques. "Form is 
the key," he emphasized, saying that 
no amount of decoration will save a 
piece that just doesn't look good. A 
great piece should look good upside 
down, and will probably have propor-
tions similar to those dictated by the 
Golden Mean. He talked about featur-
ing defects in the wood, which he does 
with butterfly keys, carved recesses, 
and linen thread bindings.

Christian was an engaging pre-
senter who made it look easy and gave 
us several things to try when we got 
home.

Clockwise from above: Finished set of madrone baskets, preparing to turn a large sphere, remounting the 
sphere on a new axis, the finished sphere with decorative cuts, and a set of madrone forms with black linen 
thread accents and carved rims.

Burchard, continued from page 12.

Madrone racer from 
Christian's slide show.
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
We need help on the upcoming 

Multi-Club Picnic, taking place in San 
Ramon on Saturday, 8/13/2005. We 
need a team leader and people to work 
on the responsibilities assigned to our 
club.

Our annual picnic, swap meet, 
and turning gallery will take place at 
Rich's house on July 17th. 

AYMAN SAYED (VP/PRO-
GRAMS)

Neil and Liz Scobie are coming to 
demonstrate on June 12th. Please sign 
up now so Ayman can get a count. I 
also need demo ideas for the second 
half of the year. Tell me who and what 
you'd like to see.

CRAIG THORSON (TREASURER)
INCOME

Membership $25
Apparel $10

EXPENSES
April demo fee $50
Prizes $20

SPENDABLE BAL.  $1362.63

Save your Woodcraft receipts for 
Craig, who can use them to earn dis-
counts for the club.

Other Business
Richard Sakauye's friend 

Danny Perusina visited us and brought 
some tops to play with.

STAFF REPORTS & BUSINESS

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Ayman Sayed ((408) 623-6961
asayed@cisco.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
RPS@wwdb.org

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.
com

Sunshine Chairs
Lloyd & Becky Frisbee
408 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com 
(Lloyd)
lfrisbee@pacbell.net (Becky)

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Bob Bowers 408 972-1684
rbbwrs1@cs.com

Ways & Means
Ace Foster (831) 336-4260
AceFoster@aol.com

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal 408-923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com

Sharing our Knowledge

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if need be. Deadline is the 12th of the month.

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this news-
letter for the benefit of other turners. Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners 
and the newsletter month and year for any material you use.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to 
polish. An all day class. Book avail-
able. Sign up now. (408) 254-8485.

FOR SALE
Andi Wolfe style 
scrapers

1” A2 blades, steel shafts, wal-
nut handles, immaculate finish, 
honed and ready to use. $45
Round A2 blades $15

Phil Roybal
408 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

...a joy to use. 
I love it!
Ayman Sayed

FOR SALE
Sand Blast Cabinet complete with sand and gun   $125
Jet AFS 1500 DUST Collector  (Room Air Filter) $300
Tool Rest set 1” posts $100
Tool Rest set 5/8” posts $80
Contact Rich Johnson, 408 254-8485, or email to 
latheart@pacbell.net

CALENDAR
JUNE
1ST

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center. David Verney 
will demonstrate open segmented 
turnings.

10TH–JULY 4TH

Designs in Wood exhibition at San 
Diego County Fair. 

12TH

Neil and Liz Scobie will demonstrate 
turning and decorative techniques.

16TH

Penturners Rendezvous will take place 
preceding the Utah Symposium in 
Provo, UT.

15TH–18TH

Craft Supplies Day and Utah Sympo-
sium at Brigham Young University in 
Provo, UT.

JULY

6TH

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center.

17TH

Annual picnic, swap meet, swim, and 
gallery at the Johnsons’ house. Sign up 
in our Yahoo group’s Database section.

AUGUST
3RD

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center.
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects 
for 2005. Those who meet the chal-
lenge are recognized for their efforts 
with distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges.

A green bar in the chart below 
means that a person has completed the 
President’s Challenge project for the 
month indicated.

If you’ve missed a challenge this 
year, it’s not too late to get in the 
game. Bring your make up piece to 

the May meeting and get credit for 
participating.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, email Phil 
at prmguard-swveditor@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN
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You don’t have to be a great turner to join the fun. 
Make something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.
Upcoming President’s Challenges include: 
June Craft Item
July Colored
August Glue Up
Sept. With Handle
October Deliberately Altered
November Serving (hint...utilitarian)
December Gift

MENTOR PROGRAM

Our Mentor program includes four 
volunteer mentors. Contact Phil Roybal 
to join the list. Members who need some 
help (but not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789


