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thick pieces, all the ancients could cut with 
their crude tools. Today, it’s done with fret 
saws and thin veneers, glued down to man-
made substrates. As a result, today’s products 
are much more durable, yet the images are 
more delicate than ancient works.

A marquetarian’s tools and supplies are 
inexpensive to start with. A fret saw might 
cost a dozen dollars, while sheets of veneers 
might be only a dollar or two each. These 
things bring the craft within the reach of a 
wide variety of people. Today, the best pieces 
are produced by amateurs who have the time 
to devote to their pieces.

Continued on page 5

By Phil Roybal,
Dave Fifi eld (www.daveswooden-

wonders.com) took the stage at the June 
meeting to talk about Marquetry for 
Woodturners. Dave’s a turner and works 
wood in a variety of ways, but he’s es-
pecially interested in marquetry (making 
images from pieces of wood, assembled 
as in a jigsaw puzzle), his subject for the 
evening.

Marquetry is an ancient art, through 
the word isn’t in the dictionary. Egyp-
tians embellished their sarcophagi with 
it 3000 years. It was originally done with 
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Join us Wednes day, June 11th, at 7 P.M., 
at Rich Johnson's Wood turn ing Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take 
the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto 
Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. 
We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: STARTS WITH “J”

It’s Party time!! Finally!  
Hope you and yours can make 
it to our annual SVW summer 
Party. Don’t forget to sign up 
with your food item at our 
“yahoo site.”

The next thing for us as a 
club is the H & G Show Aug. 
17,18,19.  I will have the 
sign up on the door for the 
July meeting.  I have been 
asked to have a sellers / artist 
meeting before the next H & 

G show.  So let’s plan on a H & G talk / program at 
the AUG 8th sawdust session.  If you plan on selling 
your turnings you should plan on attending this 
SAWDUST session.  

The Sawdust Sessions were created years ago so we 
could share ideas problems fi xes or anything else.  If 
you have a “need” or a “want” subject for a sawdust 
session please let me know.  That is what they are 
for.  Show & tell is wonderful!!!! But we usually 
only see the goodies / best.  Where are the not so 
good things?  Let us see, and share them.  I fi nd it 
is also a great place for a critique of our turnings.  
We all have different opinions and it is great to 
hear them.  One thing we do forget though, is most 

turners won’t buy our turnings, so they have 
lots of opinions!!!  That is OK.  We might use 
that info on one of our next projects.  It is still 
good to hear of the different ideas because that 
is how we all learn.  We also need to hear of 
some of the different processes and procedures 
other people have fi gured out.  A few weeks 
ago we got to see how a bangle bracelet was 
made and now that will be a program for the 
club.  This is an informal hands on great way 
to share.

I am having a problem fi nding a suitable place 
for our Dec. Meeting / Dinner.  The place we 
picked really does not have a closed in area for 
us.
We went there last night for dinner it was so 
LOUD I could not talk to or hear Michelle.  
So I will keep looking.  I am asked where 
ever I go “ How many people?”  I have no 
way of knowing at this point and that makes 
this search tough.  I am telling them 40 – 60.  
Harry’s is great but they want 200 for the 
room now !~@#$%^! I am still lookin’.  Does 
anyone know of any other places we might 
go??  Please let me know …  I am runnin’ out 
of ideas and time.

PRES SEZ

Next month...

Marquetry by Dave Fifi eld
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Clockwise from top left:
Rich Johnson showed a walnut natural 

edge walnut (juglans) bowl, fi nished with 
50% Deft. 

Harry Levin brought a pair of Corian 
bangles (jewelry), one made with a sand-
wich of black and white veneers in the 
center.

Dick Pickering brought a set of jew-
elry jaws for his Vicmarc chuck,, with a 
tulip bracelet mounted on it.

Phil Roybal turned an olive plat-
ter with a jigsaw marquetry pattern of 
purpleheart and mahogany inlaid into the 
bottom. He fi nished it with lacquer.

Jim Gott presented a juniper natural 
edge vase, turned end-grain, and fi nished 
with Deft. He also showed a May makeup: 
a maple top.

Herb Green turned a walnut (juglans) 
jug with a plug, fi nished with Krylon 
Crystal Clear Acrylic spray.

John Overmire brought a makeup seg-
mented, pierced maple box, pierced with a 
musical score. For this month he brought 
a metal bell with walnut clapper, all made 
from found junk.

Barbara Jones made a tiny platter and 
two goblets, for the “juice of the grape”. 
She fi nished it with Shellawax.

Lloyd Frisbee made a juniper weed 
pot, fi nished with spray lacquer.

STARTS STARTS 
WITH “J”WITH “J”
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Show and TellShow and Tell   
Harry Levin brought a walnut 
burl open bowl, turned for a 
friend’s 50th anniversary. He 
fi nished it with Deft. (Not 
pictured)

George Hall showed a pepper 
and ebony hollow form with 
a brass ring surrounding the 
ebony collar. It was fi nished 
with lacquer sanding sealer 
and wax.

Becky Frisbee made a ring 
stand of juniper, along with 
a pair of earrings made of 
bloodwood and fi nished with 
Crystal Coat.
Glenn Vaughn made a multi-
axis turning of locust in the 
form of a jug.
Charlie Belden turned a 
jalapeno pepper of maple, 
painted green. 
Brian Butler made a juniper 
pen for his mother, fi nished 
with Crystal Coat.
Joe Davis made a vase of 
Juniper, fi nished with Wipe 
on Poly. He also brought in a 
pepper natural edged bowl.
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One method of marquety used in 
Europe is the “window-knife” method. 
In this method, you draw your shape 
on a piece of veneer, then cut it out 
with a sharp knife at an angle. You 
place the veneer you want to let into 
the fi rst piece behind the fi rst piece, 
arranging it for the best grain and 
color, then tape it in place and cut 
through the “window” in the fi rst 
piece to mark the second piece. You 
remove the top piece and fi nish cutting 
through the second piece, also with 
the knife at an angle. If all goes well, 
the new piece fi ts exactly into the 
window cut into the fi rst piece. You 
continue the process until you create 
the picture you envision. This tech-
nique isn’t used in America, because 
it’s slow and diffi cult to use well.

Dave prefers the double-bevel cut-
ting technique. He creates his graphics 
on a computer, then prints them on 
transparency stock which he can move 
around on his wood to select the best 
color and grain for each piece. He uses 
Saral transfer paper to copy his image 
onto the background veneer, and tapes 
the veneer for the desired piece in 
place behind the background veneer, 
followed by a piece of cardboard for 
support.

He mounts a jeweler’s #4-0 or #5-
0 blade (from Otto Frei, in Oakland) 
in the fret saw frame, then puts the 
veneer sandwich on a platform tilted 
about 12 degrees from horizontal. He 
saws vertically through the slanted 
veneer sandwich, and the effect is that 
the bottom piece is cut slightly larger 
than the top piece—just enough to 
compensate for the kerf width of the 
saw. As a result, the inlet piece can 
be glued exactly into the background 
with no gaps. Of course, this requires 
that all cuts be made in the proper 

direction. 

If the piece to be cut is surrounded 
by other elements, Dave drills a tiny 
hole along the cut line, then feeds the 
blade through the hole before mount-
ing it in the fret saw frame. 

Dave reinforces each glued piece 
on the back with 3M Magic Tape, 
slowly developing his picture. Then he 
covers the front of the fi nished image 
with painter’s tape and glues the back 
of it down to a substrate. 

It took Dave about a year to begin 
producing work he was pleased with. 
He polished his manual techniques, 
then got interested in laser cutters for 
marquetry. He fi nds that the machines 
are more accurate and much faster 
than manual techniques.

Dave has been working to develop 
ways to do “double bevel” cutting 
with his laser cutter and Corel Draw, 
and can now do a picture in a few days 
that would have taken him a month 
using hand cutting methods. His 
marquetry club now has fi ve members 
who own these laser cutters, and the 
Sawdust Shop will be getting one of 
these tools for use by the public. 

Dave showed us several pictures 
of work by Dave Peck, a master 
marquetarian who uses traditional 
hand cutting to produce images that he 
inlays into turnings. He uses hot sand 
shading to produce three dimensional 
coloring effects on the elements in his 
pictures. 

Dave directs us to some online 
resources for further study:

Northern California Marquetry 
Group (www.norcalmg.org)

American Marquetry Society 
(www.americanmarquetrysociety.com)

Yahoo! Marquetry Group (www.

groups.yahoo.com/group/marquetry/)

At the end of his slide show, Dave 
demonstrated double bevel cutting. He 
adjusted his tilting table to 13º, and 
set it high on Rich’s lathe so he could 
work at eye level. He traced a dolphin 
onto the background veneer with Saral 
transfer paper, using a stylus. Then he 
taped a scrap of darker inlay behind 
the traced image, along with a piece of 
cardboard from a cereal box.

Dave poked a tiny hole through 
the sandwich, then threaded his saw 
blade through the hole and mounted it 
in the saw frame. As he saws around 
his outline, he reinforces tiny areas 
that are prone to chip out by covering 
them with Magic Tape before cut-
ting them. After fi nishing the cut he 
takes the sandwich apart, removes the 
dolphin cutout from the background 
veneer, and fi lls the hole with the 
darker veneer dolphin from the second 
sheet. The fi t is exact!

Marquetry continued from page 1.
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

fi cers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profi les 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefi t of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
fl agged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the fi rst Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
hfn@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408)378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee
(408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
agore@sbcglobal.net

By Dave Fifi eld
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STAFF REPORTS
RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)

We have set the following demos:

• August Bay Area Clinic; we 
may do this together with their club

• October 14 Cindy Drozda
• November 11 Alan Stirt
• March 2008 Ellsworth at BAWA

Others being considered are: Bill 
Hunter, Will Smith, Betty Scarpino, 
Haley Smith, Todd Hoyer, Michael 
Lee, and Kay Foster.

Our demonstrators are scheduled 
for a full day. Bay Area Woodturners 
combines the demo with their monthly 
meeting. Meeting fi rst, then the demo. 
We can attend their demos.

JOHN WHITTIER 
(VP/PROGRAMS)
We have the picnic coming up on 

July 14.  The annual turning contest 
will also be held then also.  This is the 
time to show off your turnings and 
possibly win some ribbons for your 
hard work.  Your entries must have 
been made this past year since the last 
contest.  Your work will be judged in 
various categories by a distinguished 
panel of judges.  (Everyone in at-
tendace will be the judges).  You can 
enter up to 3 items in each category.  
The categories are:

Bowls
Natural Edge
Hollow Forms
Craft Items
Segmented Turnings
Spindle Turnings
Goblets
Plates and Platters
Best in Show

This is a family event, so bring 
spouses and kids. There will be a pot-
luck food signup list (SVW buys the 
meat and the Johnsons will provide 
the drinks) on our Yahoo group site. 
The party starts at noon, and lunch 
will be around 1 PM.

CRAIG THORSON (TREASURER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

AL GORE (LIBRARIAN)
The club library Library has a new 

book; “Guide to Work Holding” by Fred 
Holder.

DICK PICKERING (APPAREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. 

Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 
when you work shows such as the 
Woodworking show as an SVW staffer.

BECKY FRISBEE (SUNSHINE)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club 

member needs a get-well card, a new-
member info packet, or some other 
contact from the club.

Other Business
    Hartville Tools is offering 20% 

member discounts if we pass along 
our club roster. If you don’t want your 
name released, put your name on the 
opt out list in the database section of 
our Yahoo group site.    
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Remember to bring your fl ea market/garage sale items to the picnic on 
July 14 for sale or auction there.

Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR

All events take place at Rich Johnson’s 

For Sale  at RJ’s WTC
Anchor seal $ 15 ea.  7, one gal. available left.
Anchor seal $ 65 ea.  1, 5 gal. left.

July 11th
Regular meeting.

July 14th
Annual summer picnic and turning
contest

August
Bay Area Clinic

October  14th
Cindy Drozda

November  11th
Allan Stirt
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Ironmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2007. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A green bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2007 CHALLENGES

June  With a “J” again.

IRONMAN RULES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


