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Quiz 
What do the following people have in common (as opposed to 

the rest of the SVW members)? 

Rich Johnson Charlie Belden  Becky Frisbee 

Herb Green Dick Pickering  Howard Cohen 

                                                                     (answer on page 11) 
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David Springett’s specialty is "Wizardry" 

His demo would cover: 

1. Turning and fitting a solid wood arrow through a glass apple. 

2. Lattice lid for a box. 

3. Turning a spiked star inside a cube. 

4. The harlequin ball, similar to the "Singapore" ball in 

"Woodturning Wizardry" but with 12 long 

turned spikes. 

5. Cone and slope...it actually runs uphill. 

Now for some shapes that many of the turn-

ers present will not have seen before. 

6. Cross streptohedron. 

7. Turning the cross streptohedron into a 

box using the "foam"  

chuck I developed. 

8. Hex box streptohedron. 

9. Ribbons. 

 

He is able to be able to demon-

strate all of this within a one day 

demo.  He will not waste your 

time with excessive wood shav-

ings, sanding, polishing or finishing work.  He will get right 

down to the important details. During the demo there will be 

something for everyone, from the beginner to the experienced. 

See more at his web site: www.davidspringett.fws1.com 

Wizzardry Demo 
May 15,  9 AM to 4 PM at Johnson’s Turning 
Center, 14979 Joanne Ave, San Jose 

Smallest: Glenn Krueg 

Best Looking  (top): 

Lonnie Hurst 

Most Unusual: Grant Beech 

Longest Spin, Open Division: Gary Petretti,  23:02.8 

Longest Finger-Spin:  

Ron Geren 



The May meeting held the last Wednesday of April had some 

outstanding turnings shared with all.  We who shared dinner at 

the Hickory Pit had a great dinner once again; see if you can join 

us before the next meeting at 5:15 pm.  Check out the pictures of 

the turnings and the top night activities. 

The challenge for the next meeting is a turning that is ―Not Foot-

ed‖ (no stands).  Scott asked how about legs, well legs have feet, 

so it would not qualify.   This should not be a hard challenge, 

just think out of the box. 

We received several suggestions to improve our new meeting 

location.  The church wants to repair the lighting in the Hall, but 

until funds are available to do so, it is what it is.  At a recent staff 

meeting we decided on the following: 

Fewer chairs will be set up, arranged facing the fireplace in a 

semi-circle and not the big screen.  Portable lighting will be used 

to improve the lights.  A registration table will be setup for 

church turning donation, so to keep them separated.  A table to 

register you President Challenge and the Show and Tell turnings 

will be set up, with a different table to place the turning.  This 

should allow us to view the turnings and reduce the congestion 

and make it easier for people filling out their paper work.  In-

structions will be given on a new presentation procedure at the 

meeting. 

A change in the agenda was also decided with staff reports pub-

lished in the preceding Newsletter and not announced during the 

meeting but the staff 

will answer any ques-

tions.  The business 

portion will be first 

giving the opportunity 

for member participa-

tion and voting on re-

quired matters.  Then 

we can get on with the 

fun stuff.  The goal is 

to shorten the meeting 

time allowing us to 

have more conversa-

tions and sharing. 

The church has two 

parking lots, FYI. 

There is a lot off of 

Hamilton which might be closer to the Hall if you are interested. 

Suggestions are welcome, a new place is always different than 

the prior, and Rich’s shop provided an intimacy that is a chal-

lenge to repeat.  If you think of something that will help create 

the intimacy and promote interactions like before please let me 

know. 

Keep turning while having fun, 

Ard 

 

Join us Wednesday, May 25, (last Wednesday 

of month) at 7 P.M., Fellowship Hall (red arrow on sat-

ellite view to right) of The First Congregational Church 

of San Jose, located at Hamilton and Leigh, 1980 Ham-

ilton Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125.  Chairs provided.  

Bring your items for President’s Challenge & 

Show and Tell.  We all learn together.  

“June” President's Challenge: Not Footed (no stands) 

Demonstration by Dave Lambert.  Dave is a BAWA mem-

ber who is an accomplished turner and a past winner of the annu-

al BAWA competition. Dave spe-

cializes in hollow forms, carving, 

and texturing. He has been making 

spiral carving in bowls for a number 

of years and has refined his tech-

niques for cutting, shaping, and 

sanding his hollow forms to make 

the process more efficient and easier 

than you might have imagined.  

Dave will demonstrate how to incor-

porate carving on bowls and hollow 

forms.  He will start with the theory 

behind the layout and move through 

each of the stages to get to the finished product.  Dave will show 

all the tools he uses and the various methods for achieving the 

desired results.  Questions are encouraged at any time during the 

demo.  More photos of Dave’s work on page 12. 
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This DVD, by Colorado turner and sculp-

tor Trent Bosch, is divided into nine sec-

tions. The meat of the presentation is the 

development of one of his signature carved 

turnings. To get us to the point where we 

can do one, Trent spends a lot of time on 

tools and equipment, work holding, and 

safety, before getting down to the special 

techniques he uses to carve leaves in relief 

on the surface of a hollow form. Produc-

tion values are great throughout, and Trent 

is obviously enjoying recording the video.  

Trent begins by talking about developing 

ideas with clay or flower foam, both of 

which are easier to work with than wood. 

He plays with ideas in this 3D form before 

beginning to carve a turning. Once he be-

gins carving, he moves from very aggres-

sive tools such as angle grinders and die 

grinders to hand carving tools. He’s a big 

fan of air-powered die grinders and recip-

rocating carvers. 

Work holding is an issue for carvers, espe-

cially those carving their turnings. Trent 

shows a special fixture he sells to hold a 

chuck (and its turning) at any angle for 

carving.  

Trent begins his demos by mounting a 

hollow form, tracing some grain lines, then 

removing wood with a variety of grinders 

and sanders. He does as much as he can 

with power tools before switching to hand 

methods. The result is a very organic sur-

face. 

Next he traces some leaves onto the rim of 

a second form, and cuts out the shapes 

along the rim with an auto body saw. He 

outlines the leaves with a reciprocating 

carver, then refines the shapes with a vari-

ety of power carving and sanding tools to 

produce an eye-catching ring of leaves 

surrounding the rim of the hollow form. 

You can really watch his technique and see 

how he does things. 

Trent’s made a name for himself doing 

these kinds of carved turnings, and he pro-

vides a great explanation of how to do it. 

It’s an interesting video to watch.  

Check it out, at the SVW Library! 
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“Sculpting Wood Beyond the Lathe”, Trent Bosch,  #131 

By Phil Roybal 

From the SVW Library 



 

Don Biannucci shows his 

Sycamore hollow form 

bowl, finished with sand-

ing sealer. 

President’s Challenge 
 

Hollow Form 

Lonnie Hurst made a hol-

low form bottle stopper 

from Claro Walnut, fin-

ished with Danish oil and 

buffed. 
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Ard Sealy showed a 

bloodwood vase, 

finished with 50/50. 

Dean Adkins made a 

hollow form from ply-

wood from the Home 

Depot scrap bin.  He 

used aniline dye to color 

it and finished with mir-

ror coat epoxy (with 

rotisserie) and buffed it.  

He also had 3 other hol-

low forms ready to be 

dyed. 

Phil Roybal displays his Eucalyp-

tus hollow form with decorative 

silk cord knotting, finished in am-

ber shellac.  The knot around the 

neck is a Running Turk’s Head 

knot. 



 

Johnny Alias displays a cherry 

hollow form with black walnut 

finial, finishes with sanding sealer  

and 3 coats wipe on poly.  The 

body was turned as 2 plates which 

were glued together. 

Mike Lanahan turned a 

Hollow form in a tagua 

nut, as previously 

demonstrated by Glenn 

Krueg.  A ground down allen wrench was the 

hollowing tool. 

Colin turned 3 hollow forms:  #1 

from Cyprus, #2 with a collar, and 

#3 with a lid, all finished with 

50:50.  Uknown wood for #2 and 

#3. 
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Jim Benson turned this hollow 

form vase, using a mini mon-

ster, and finished with Mylands 

Sanding Sealer 

Bob Gerenser 

used his monster 

to create his hol-

low form in Ol-

ive, finished with 

wipe on poly over 

shellac. 

Jeff Thorson shows his 

mystery wood hollow 

form, finished with 

50:50. 



 

Jim Gott showed a natural 

edge elm hollow form., as 

well as make-up’s‖ 4‖x4‖ 

walnut bowl, a maple egg, 

and a thin stemmed co-

cobolo goblet made from a 

pen blank.  His finish for 

all is 50:50. 
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Marcus Moody shared this Mango Sugar bowl & 

creamer, finished with sanding sealer. 

Rich Johnson turned a natural 

edge hollow form from cork 

oak, finished with sanding 

sealer. 



 

Mike Lanahan showed a     

padauk peppermill finished 

with CA glue and buffed. 

Don Bianucci displays a 12‖ seg-

mented black walnut and maple 

bowl, finished with 50:50 

Ard Sealy 

showed an elm 

bowl, with a 

50:50 finish. 
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Scott Landon showed a square cherry 

bowl, and an unusual oak bowl with a 

cast foot.  Both have a lacquer finish. 

Charlie showed a Goyaesque top, 

with a poplar body and oak finial.  

This was his stealth top, that is not 

obviously a top. 

Jim Benson holds a toy pine 

crane with rosewood wheels, 

with a Mylands sanding 

sealer finish. 



 

Ron Geren  showed padauk boards he matched to veg-

gie chopper and cheese cutter made by an Alabama 

blacksmith.   He also routed and turned the boards to 

store/mount the hardware. 
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Bob Gerenser showed his 

natural edge cork oak bowls, 

finished with wipe on poly, 

and bent plexi display stands 

to hold the bowl at an angle 

to expose the interior of the 

bowl, and another plexi 

holder to mount on a wall. 

Oscar Wittrock showed the 1st 

vase he turned with a Hunter 

#1 hook hollowing tool.  Wal-

nut/wipe on poly. 

Jim Gott showed a natural edge 

burl bowl from wood from Char-

lie Beldon thought to be walnut, 

but turned out to be Myrtle. 



H & G Shows +1 for 2011 

We all make turnings that end up in a pile after we have given 

our turning ―gifts‖ to all our friends and family.  Once that is 

done, what do we do with 

the rest of our turnings?  

Most of us have them 

stacked up in our homes 

and shops collecting dust 

just to be given away when 

the opportunity comes 

along and we can share.  

We would all like to put 

them in a Gallery and sell 

them for the big bucks.  I 

have done that for many years but for me all the one man 

shows and all the receptions I attended was just not what it was 

cracked up to be.  The real sharing was just not there.  That is 

when I decided to do the ―Craft fair / street fair / Art and Wine 

shows.  Michelle and I did that for years.  The promoters got 

greedy and raised the show prices so high it just was not worth 

it any more.   

To the left is a 

photo of my 

booth at a 

street fair Ard 

& I did in San 

Jose.  The 

street shows 

require hours 

of dedication 

and patience.  

Sometimes 

they are good shows and sometimes they are not.   

We still have all of our turnings to deal with.  If the street scene 

is not your thing then I have a way you can share your turning 

experiences and maybe even sell your turnings.  I have made 

arrangements for us as a sanctioned woodturning club that is 

part of the AAW to participate in Home and Garden Shows in 

the bay area.   

The photo to the 

right is from our 

last show at the 

Santa Clara county 

Fairgrounds in San 

Jose.  At these 

shows we provide 

a woodturning 

demonstration 

using our club 

lathe.  We get to 

display and sell our turnings.  The highlight of the show is to 

be able to share with the public our artistic world of 

woodturning.  Interested people can get a firsthand look-see at 

woodturning and if interested pickup a club brochure and 

maybe even join our club.  The Fairground Home and Garden 

Shows we participate in are located at San Jose and at the Ex-

po Center in San Mateo.  This year we will also be at Santa 

Clara for the ―Art of the Home Shows‖.  These events give us 

a lot of exposure as a club and even get us invitations into 

other events.  This has happened this year.   

The promoters of the ―Hot San Jose Nights‖ have invited 

SVW to participate in their show July 7 – 10.  They will comp 

us the booth if we will be there during all show hours.  Wow 

what an opportunity!  Here is another chance to share our 

turnings with the public.  It has also been suggested we have 

turned gearshift knobs available for sale.  Oh darn … I think 

we can do that!   

As SVW members I encourage you to join us for one or all of 

these events.  We have many opportunities available for you.  

I have posted signups for each show on our ―Yahoo group 

site‖.  Be sure to sign up soon because display space is lim-

ited.  You are welcome to participate as a selling artist, a de-

monstrator or a booth staffer helper.  Join us if you can.    

Our Booth at SJ is 10 x 30’ located in Exposition Hall space 

401.  In the bottom photo lower left corner. 

Contact me for any information you might need. 

Rich@latheart.com or 408 254-8485 
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Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? Have you changed phone num-

bers? We are trying to update our roster and found many things have changed over the 

year. If you have changed, let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

Nova Bowl Jaws—One Nova & Supernova chuck accessory bowl jaw set 35mm and one 

Nova & Supernova chuck accessory bowl jaw set 25mm. I am asking $20 dollars for each 

one. They cost $60 new. Oscar Wittrock, (408)377-0570, swittr12342@aol.com 

 

 

Stihl 14” Chain Saw—011-AVT-14‖  Excellent condition, Starts easily. 

Glenn Krueg, (510) 797-9046, gkrueg@sbcglobal.net, 

 

DeWalt 10” Radial Arm Saw, Model 7770, in great shape..  Never been raced or 

wrecked.  Make me an offer.  No reasonable, and probably not unreasonable offer re-

fused.  Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you don’t use anymore, just laying around the shop 

When is Bad Epoxy not Bad?  
By Mike Lanahan (tip by Dean Adkins) 

 

At the last club meeting I was whining to 

Dean Adkins that the pipettes I was getting 

from him wouldn’t work with 2 batches of 

Stick Fast epoxy I had to throw out because 

they had gone bad, and the 5 minute epoxy 

wasn’t even opened.  Dean quizzed me why 

it was bad, and I explained the resin had 

somewhat crystalized, turned opaque and 

was too thick to even flow.  He told me to 

soak the bottles in a hot water bath and it would go back into 

solution, and that they were not really bad.  After a bit of 

―dumpster diving,‖ since the next day was trash day, I recov-

ered the discarded bottles, and Dean’s trick worked like a 

charm.  I just used hot water out of the tap, no boiling required.  

 

Thanks, Dean. 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you’d like to share?  

  

Have a problem for which you need advice?   

 

Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this section to 

MikeLan@aol.com 



 

Question: What do the following people have in common (as opposed to the rest of the SVW members)? 

Rich Johnson  Charlie Belden  Becky Frisbee 

Herb Green  Dick Pickering  Howard Cohen 

 

Answer:  They all have Member Gallery pages on the SVW web site, showing off their spectacular turning abilities to the world that 

visits our site. 

 

As the Web Site Review team has been pouring over our and other web sites, we wondered why more members don’t avail them-

selves of this opportunity to share their work on the site.  I didn’t know how to get in the gallery section, and what to give to whom.  

We have to admit the submission requirements could be more clear and user friendly.  So we want to make it easier for more talent 

to be unleashed on the web site, current and/or revised. 

 

How to submit a Gallery: 

Option 1 – The Easy Way 

If you are uncomfortable editing your photos, or sizing them to pixels, or inches at 72 dpi, while also controlling maxi-

mum file size – let Mikey do it. 

Send photos to MikeLan@aol.com, or give him the files by memory card, CD, DVD or Blue Ray data disk, and Mike 

Lanahan will insure they meet the submission specs. 

Mike will probably also adjust the photos in a number of ways, unless strictly forbidden from meddling.   

Unlike the web site, Mike likes working with large images, TIFF or Camera Raw images are OK, as well as JPEG im-

ages. 

The web ready files will be returned to the originator for final artistic approval. 

The originator can then send images and text (see below) to the web master. 

 

Option 2 – The I’d Rather do it Myself Way 

If you are proficient at photo editing and re-sizing, and want to do it yourself, re-size, and re-name the photos according 

to the criteria below, and send them, along with the text to the web master. 

 

What to submit for a Gallery page: 

A photo of yourself. (optional, but encouraged) 

125 pixels x 125 pixels maximum (or 1 ¾‖ x 1 ¾‖ at 72 dpi) 

Filename: YOURLASTNAMEpic.jpg 

Biographical text. (optional, but encouraged) 

Up to 200 words – what do you want to say?  How did you become a woodturner?  Who inspired you?  What is your 

artistic philosophy?  You get the idea. 

Be aware that the font or text formatting may be changed when posted to the web. 

Proofread it!  Don’t make the web master responsible to catch your spelling or grammatical errors. 

Five to ten photos of your work.  

Filename: YOURLASTNAMEpicx.jpg (where x=1 – 10) 

575 pixels x 575 pixels maximum (or 8‖ x 8‖ at 72 dpi) 

a maximum file size of 250 KB per photo, or 2.5 MB per member gallery. 

Text describing each piece of work: title, type of wood, inspiration, approximate size, or anything else you want to share about 

this work. 

Include a reference to number  of the piece described. 

Be aware that the font or text formatting may be changed when posted to the web. 

Contact information. (optional, but use your own discretion what to share on the web) 

Web site – if you have your own web site, this is an ideal place to include a link to your more elaborate site. 

E-mail? 

Phone number? 

Address and when will you be out of town? 

Social Security number? 

Bank account number and password? 

(That got a bit silly – we really don’t care about your phone number.) 
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 President (Ard) - 

 VP/Program Director (Grant) - Dave Lambert is the guest demonstrator at this months monthly meeting May 25th.  His demo 

will be on how to carve spirals on hollow forms like John Jordan does.  He will cover the theory of the layout and then go 

through the entire process from start to finish showing the various tools he uses.   

 Secretary (Howard) –  

 Library (Phil) – the Library is open for business at each meeting, with video rentals running $2/month. We have no new videos 

at the moment. 

 Treasurer (Craig) –Gave balances. 

 Ways and Means (John) –  

 Newsletter (Mike) - Nothing new to report for the newsletter.  The Web Site Committee is continuing to meet to revamp our 

web presence.  The menu bar items and pull-downs have been defined and revised, and the content owners for most areas of the 

site have been identified.  They will be contacted to define what is actually on various pages of the site, and will be responsible 

to submit revisions to keep it fresh. 

 Sunshine (Becky)- 

 Webmaster (Charlie) –  

 Property Management & Apparel (Bob & Gary.)  - Gary sharpened the Club tools recently and delivered them to Rich.  They 

should be ready for the next Home & Garden Show.  NO apparel sales to report.  

 Home & garden (Rich) – See Home & Garden article on page  9. 

 Site Prep (Johnny & Milton) - 

 Membership (Bob Gerenser) -  

.  

Other 

Old business 

New business 

 New member –  

 Visitors -  
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie? Become a member of Silicon 

Valley Woodturners.  

We meet on the last Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details. Drop in at any meeting and check things out. To join, 

contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with check to Craig.  

Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners 
Membership Application 

Name        Date      

Address     

City     State       Zip     

Home #     E-Mail       

Type of Lathe     Are you a member of AAW Yes    No   

    Individual Membership $25.00                      Family Membership $35.00 

You can fill in the membership form before you come to the monthly meeting, or mail it and a check made out to 

SVW to: Craig Thorson 

  2325 Kehoe Ave 

  San Mateo, CA 94403 



2011 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  
 
V.P./Program Chair Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer Craig Thorson  (650) 678-1970 chomes@wwdb.org 
 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 
(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Home & Garden Show Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Apparel  Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Ways & Means John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582 charlieb@accesscom.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in small-

er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles  

for the newsletter  

• Short articles for Chips & 

Chatter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need 

be.  Deadline is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please 

credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web 

site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors  

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something 

new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485  

 Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chomes@wwdb.org
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:charlieb@accesscom.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net


 

IRONMAN Rules 

• Entries must not have been shown before.  
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may 

bring it to the following meeting.  
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, 

you must also show the current month’s Chal-
lenge piece.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the 
challenge are 
awarded coveted 
and distinctive 
IRONMAN name 
badges.  A blue 
bar in the accom-
panying chart 
means that per-
son has complet-
ed the project for 
the month indicat-
ed.  You needn’t 
be a great turner, 
you just need to 
participate.  Make 
something in our 
Challenge theme 
and bring it to the 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow overlooked your President’s 
Challenge entry, send me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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