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Jesus and his Mexican lathe

Go to pg. 5

February, 2003

Jesus 
proudly 

shows off his 
handmade 

wooden 
lathe.

Jesus Morales 
dedicated February's demo to his father, who 
supported the family with woodturning in Para-
cho, Mexico. He explained that in the 1600’s, 
when Spain controlled much of Mexico, a 
Spanish bishop who wanted to help the Indians 
designated villages to specialize in particular 
handicrafts: turning, basket weaving, etc. Para-
cho became the turning center. 

Jesus’ father’s shop comprised 17 employ-
ees, in a small room with a jackshaft and belts 
driving 8 lathes. Jesus’ job as a child was to go 
along and change belts to different pulleys on 
the lathes. He had to be very careful because of 
the danger of being caught in the belts.

Jesus came to the U.S. intending to work 
as a turner, but he doesn't yet make a living 
from that. He shipped his lathe from Paracho 
to Tijuana in a big suitcase, then brought it into 
the country 
with the help of 
Lou Gonzalez. 

Jesus’ lathe 
is different 
from the ones 
most of us turn 
on. Its pulleys 
are madrone 
and cherry.  
They’re driven 
off a remote 
motor by a fl at 
cowhide belt, 
through one of 
three drive pul-
leys or an idler. 
His tools are 
ground from 
car springs, in 
the shape of 
spoon or “con-
tinental” goug-
es. (Lou says 
Chevy springs 
work best.) 
His headstock The amazing Mexican lathe!The amazing Mexican lathe!
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Join us at our next meet ing, 
on Wednes day, March 5th, 
at 7 P.M., when Ron Ashby 
of Liberon talks about fi n-
ishing. Bring your fi nishing 
problems. Location: Rich 
Johnson's Wood turn ing Center Johnson's Wood turn ing Center 
in San Jose.
Rich's Center is located be-

hind his home at 14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. 
Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

I was invited to Nor-Cal 
Woodturners to see 
David Springett. What 

a great adventure for me. I like 
to turn Natural Edged Bowls, 
so this is really not my area of 
interest. David wrote Wizardry 
and Trickery, so I know of his 
work. Still this is really not 
the type of turning I normally 
do. After seeing this demo I 
could be swayed VERY EAS-

ILY. This type of turning is very different and 
requires a lot of work and time. Looking at the 
pieces, it could be very rewarding, (I just don’t 
know where I would sell this kind of stuff). I 
found the demo very rewarding and interesting. 
I enjoyed the show! Some of the techniques 
shown will help me on future projects. I even 
plan on trying some of the projects one of these 
days. I purchased the Wizardry book years ago, 

I looked at it, and it has been in my library ever 
since (unopened). After seeing this demo, the 
book made more sense to me, and now there is 
a greater understanding about his process and 
procedures, even to the point of some of my 
own experimenting. Seeing this demo opened 
some new areas of woodturning for me. It will 
be fun to explore and enjoy.

Our next challenge is: “Natural Edged / 
Bark Inclusions”. Use your imagination. Have 
fun and bring in your creations for us to see. 
This is a piece 
of Mulberry and 
has been one of 
my favorites for 
years. I wonder 
what is next… I 
just never know. 
We will just 
have to wait ‘till the March meeting to see.

Craig and I took off one day and went to 
S.F. We went to see the works at Gumps (big 
monies there). Then we went to see Tony’s 
turnings at Japonesque. While we were there 
someone purchased the dark Oak piece. Next 
was Bruce Abbott’s One of a Kind. This is a 
Woodturning shop in Ghirardelli Sq. It is a 
must see for anyone interested in woodturning. 
Bruce is always looking for more work, mostly 
Natural edged pieces. Check it out!!

Rich

a great adventure for me. I like 
to turn Natural Edged Bowls, 
so this is really not my area of 
interest. David wrote 
and 
work. Still this is really not 
the type of turning I normally 
do. After seeing this demo I 

Join us at our next meet ing, 
on Wednes day, March 5th, 
at 7 P.M., when Ron Ashby 
of Liberon talks about fi n-
ishing. Bring your fi nishing 
problems. Location: Rich 
Johnson's Wood turn ing Center 
in San Jose.
Rich's Center is located be-

hind his home at 14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
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SHOW & TELL
Rich Johnson led 

off Show and Tell with 
a maple bowl, submit-
ted as his contribution 
for the raffl e (which he 
won last month).

Herb Green brought 
a redwood burl hollow 
urn, unfi nished.

Tony Bryhan 
showed a walnut bowl,  
the fi rst he’s turned 
from fairly dry wood. 

Tom Donnelly 
brought a cherry weed 
pot, fi nished with clear 
poly.

Top to bottom:, Rich Johnson, Herb Green, 
Tony Bryhan, and Tom Donnelly.

Show & Tell, President's Chal lenge 

Go to Chal lenge, page 4

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: SOMETHING 
HANDLED

Phil Roybal 
showed a letter 
opener of Jesus' 
cocobolo (with 
velvet sheath 
made by his 
wife, Julie), 
made as a birth-
day present for 
a friend. It was 
fi nished with 
Minwax antique 
oil and wax.

Dick Pick-
ering made a 
Soren Berger 
Viking Tool 
handle, also 
using Jesus’ 
cocobolo.

Rich Johnson 
made a couple 
tool handles 
for his gouges. 
One he made 
of colorwood, 
and the other of 
diamondwood. 
Both these 
manufactured 
wood products 
are quite heavy 
and dense.

Top to bottom: Phil Roybal, Dick Pickering, 
and Rich Johnson.
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Challenge, 
con't. from 

pg. 3.

Clockwise from top left: 
Rich Dege, Ace Foster, Bob 
Tang, Herb Green, and 
Josh Salesin.

Rich Dege made a pepper cup with a walnut 
handle, fi nished with wipe on poly.

Ace Foster showed a pair of chuck lollipops 
made from 5/16 bolts. One’s handle was made 
of hibiscus, and the other’s of Spanish cedar.

Bob Tang showed an acacia serving platter. 
The platter features inlaid walnut handles and an 
abalone ring.

Herb Green showed a ladle turned from a 
maple tree in his yard. He also brought a walnut 
ladle with painted redwood bowl, fi nished with 
wipe on poly.

Josh Salesin brought pair of Chinese balls (to 
be handled) of desert ironwood.

Ace Foster and Phil Roybal won the Presi-
dent’s Challenge raffl e prizes.

Next month’s challenge: Natural edged/
bark inclusions.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram now in cludes fi ve vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb           (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789



                                                                                                                                                                                                                     PAGE 5

spindle has a female thread, and centers thread 
into it. To hollow a blank, he spindle turns a 
tenon on it, cuts a male thread on the tenon, 
and threads it into the headstock. The tool rest 
is a wooden beam, anchored by his foot at its 
base. It rests against the lathe ways and rotates 
around its anchor point on the floor.

Jesus starts by mounting a grinding wheel 
on a mandrel 
between his 
lathe centers to 
grind his tools. 
Back in Paracho, 
when a villager 
is accepted as a 
turner, he goes 
to the river and 
picks out a hon-
ing rock, which 
will last his 
lifetime. Jesus 
uses his, with 
water, to hone the freshly ground tool. Next, 
he mounts a slitting saw on the headstock and 
uses it to score a cross on the end of a cocobolo 
blank. He then mounts a drive spur to turn the 
blank between centers. 

Using the spoon gouge, Jesus roughs a 
spindle blank round,  then turns a tenon on the 
drive end, using 
the drive itself 
as a gage for the 
tenon diameter. 
He hand cuts 
threads in the 
tenon by eye, 
and threads the 
blank into the 
headstock. This 
style of turning 
is called “point-
ing towards the 
air” because there is no tailstock support.

Jesus reverses the tailstock to use it as a tool 
rest for his spear hollowing tool. This positions 
the tool on the center height. The tip and side of 
the spear tool are sharpened, so he can cut by 
plunging the tool in and raking it back out. He 

finishes hol-
lowing with a 
scraper. 

With the 
end of the 
blank hol-
lowed, Jesus 
sands the 
inside with 
sandpaper on 
his fingers, then applies a lacquer based sand-
ing sealer. Next he applies a soft wax with a 
red abrasive compound in it to cut the lacquer  
surface and leave a gloss finish. He finishes 
with shellac inside the turning.

With the inside finished, Jesus cuts the 
outside into a goblet shape, rocking his tool 
rest side to 
side as he cuts 
with spoon 
and skew.  He 
cuts the final 
shape on the 
bowl, sands 
it, and ap-
plies his finish 
as the piece 
spins. Finally 
he applies the 
abrasive wax as 
a polish to bring 
up a high 
gloss. Next 
he cuts the 
spindle and 
base of the 
piece in the 
same fashion, 
finishes them, 
and parts it 
off.

Jesus did a 
terrific demo, 
and certainly 
showed us 
we don’t need 
expensive tools 
to do great work. 

Jesus rough turns his blank.

The finished cocobolo 
goblet.

Jesus checks the edge of his 
hollowing tool.

Hollowing with the spear 
tool.

Cutting the goblet bowl.
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PRESIDENT (RICH JOHNSON)
 President (Rich Johnson): Home & Garden 

sign up sheet is up for the 2/29 show at San 
Mateo. We need sign ups. Mike Rude will make 
a bag to carry our Plexiglas shield. Sawdust 
Session members will work on a way to trans-
port the lathe and a way to attach a lamp to it.

VP/PROGRAM CHAIR (HERB GREEN)
Ron Ashby from Liberon will talk about fi n-

ishes next month. Don Bonnett will turn a fi nial 
box for our April meeting. May is top month, 
and June will feature Merryll Saylor talking 
about color and design.

SECRETARY/EDITOR (PHIL ROYBAL)
We currently have 39 members for 2003. 
 

LIBRARY (JEFF THORSON)
We now have a moisture meter, bandsaw 

gauge, and tachometer in our library. We have 
also added Dell Stubs and Alan Batty videos. 

TREASURER (JIM GOTT)
Submitted in his absence.

Income:
Hats                                                    10.00
Videos                                              $10.00
Membership                                   $150.00
Raffl e                                               $65.00
Checking Account Interest                  0.30

(DICK PICKERING)
Hats are available.

NEW BUSINESS

There was extensive discussion about 
whether we should have demonstrators or spend 
our money on other things such as videos. Rich 
Dege presented the work of Graeme Priddle 
and suggested we invite him. Mike Rude so 
moved, and Debbie Bress seconded. Members 
approved by voice vote, and Herb Green agreed 
to contact him.

NEW FAC ES

Several new faces appeared at our meeting. 
Welcome to John Sellarole, David Forbes, and 
Mike House. Also a big welcome to Al Gore, 
who joined the club.

SVW OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center
Delta 14" drill press                                                   $100

www.latheart.com   408 - 254-8485

Woodfast lathe for sale 
16” capacity, variable speed, good condition.
Credit card OK. E-mail Josh Salesin at jls-epi@pacbell.net for more 


