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The Jig’s Up!

Go to pg. 5

December, 2003

Herb 
Green’s 

threading 
jig, a la 
Bonnie 
Klein.

Jigs and Fixtures Night was 
brought back by popular de-
mand, and Herb Green kicked 
off the session by presenting a 
threading jig he’d built. He de-
scribed it as, “…version one, a little heavy.” 
It consists of a machinist’s cross slide which 
mounts on his lathe ways and supports a 1”-8 
threaded rod to 
hold his chuck 
and mounted 
work. As he 
turns the knob 
on the threaded 
rod, the chuck 
advances into a 
rotating cutter 
mounted in a 
headstock collet, 
cutting a thread. 

It’s modeled on Bonnie Klien’s jig. His next 
version will use a Harbor Freight XY table so 

he can sepa-
rate the thread 
pitch from the 
feed and easily 
switch pitches. 
The picture 
shows Herb’s 
hand on a collet 
drawbar that 
feeds through 
the headstock.

Phil Roybal 
has shown 
several carved 
turnings over 
the years, and 
he brought in 
two jigs that 
help make 
them. The fi rst 
is a box that 
mounts on his 
lathe to support 
a router above 
the work on 
an aluminum 
plate. Phil uses 

a long reeding 
bit with pilot 

Phil Roybal’s reeding 
jig (left) and carving jig 

(above).



                                                                                                                                                                                                                     PAGE 2

Join us on Wednes day, Jan. 7th, at 7 
P.M., when Dick Pickering will show us 
how he turns nutcrackers for Christmas. Lo-
cation: Rich Johnson's Wood turn ing Center 
in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home 
at 14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 
680, take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We all learn 
together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: PLATE/PLATTER

It was a great par-
ty,  And we had 
GREAT eats as 

well. Everyone did Good on 
food that was brought.  Did 
you taste the Rice puddin’? Or 
the FIG cake?? Or the famous 
macaroni and cheese??? Or 
the…..  Well, now if you 
missed it, you gotta wait ‘till 
next year.  Also, there were 

some nice turnings for exchange gifts, and other 
goodies too.  We added to our collection! 

If you did not get the word, we are not in 
the “January H & G show”.  Gary called me 
and said they sold out, and there was a waiting 
list to get in.  That’s good for them but it leaves 
us out.  We do have another show scheduled for 
February.  Hopefully we will get in that one.  
The H & G shows are a free event for us. We 
do not have to pay for the booth and they let us 

sell our turnings if we demonstrate on the lathe. 
But sometimes we just don’t get in.  We really 
do not have much room to complain, but ….. it 
is disappointing!

I fi nd it amazing that December is here 
already.  We have done so much this past year.  
For me, there were a lot of miles traveled too.  
I just got some paperwork about next year’s 
event in Utah.  I have to start planning for that 
already! Money goes in next month.  

It is also time to put my studio back together. 
Parties are over and it’s time to …. WHAT???? 
!@#$%^& yes, PAINT!  Since the shop is 
torn down, so to speak, it was decided (by the 
fi nance committee /BOSS) to repaint the fl oor 
in the main room…!@#$%^&*().  So SHE did!  
I have to admit it looks great, and it was a good 
decision to take on this project at this time too.  
Everything was out of the room. Soo...  Well 
now it is time to put all the stuff back and get 
back to turning. It has been a few weeks since 
I’ve made any turning sawdust.  

Happy Holidays. everyone!

Rich & Michelle (CFO/Boss)
 

Rich
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Show & Tell and President’s Challenge
Phil Roybal 

showed a box 
elder bowl 
with an ebon-
ized trim ring, 
fi nished with 
Watco and 
wax.

Herb Green 
presented two 
fruit bowls, one 
of walnut and 
one of yew, fi n-
ished with 50% 
Deft lacquer.

Mike 
Magrill turned 
a rosewood 
goblet, fi nished 
with 50% lac-
quer.

Tony Bry-
han brought a 
set of bowls. 
Two, of Nor-
folk pine, were 
heated in the 
microwave and 
fi nished with 
Tung oil. He 
also brought 
a fruit bearing 
pear vase, and 
a larger vase of 

Clockwise from top left: 
Phil Roybal, Bob Tang, Tom 
Donnelly, Vernon LeBrand, 

Italian cypress.
Bob Tang 

showed an 
open, natural 
edged bowl of 
black acacia, 
fi nished with 
Danish Oil. 

Tom Don-
nelly presented 
an open bowl 
of pepper, 
turned green 
and left unfi n-
ished. He also 
brought an 
elm bowl with 
reindeer stamps 
and snowfl ake 
veneer over-
lays.

Visitor Ver-
non LeBrand 
brought fi ve 
bowls, all large, 
turned from 
green wood. 
One was of 
monkeypuzzle 

wood, colored red with salt water.

Go to page 4. 
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Phil Roybal 
showed a Gott 
style ornament 
of oak and 
padauk, finished 
with Watco.

Herb Green 
brought a 
couple of snow-
men of ginko 
and walnut, 
finished with 
50% lacquer.

Rich John-
son showed a 
micronesian 
ivory nut and 
glass candle 
holder.

Jim Gott 
brought a flying 
saucer shaped 
ornament of 
spalted maple 
and cocobolo. 
He also brought 
a little acorn 
of maple and 
redwood burl. 

Mike 
Magrill pre-
sented a trio of 
acorns, made 
of walnut and 
maple.

Bob Tang 
showed off a 
saucer style 

ornament of 
walnut and 
spalted maple, 
finished with 
lacquer.

Tom Don-
nelly present-
ed an oblong 
ornament of 
laburnum, 
decorated with 
glass beads 
and wire.

Mike Rude 
displayed a 
trio of orna-
ments, one 
done with 
a twist in 
blackwood 
and redwood. 
Others used 
blackwood 
and maple. All 
were finished 
with spray 
lacquer.

Bill Rob-
inson made 
a clear pine 
and walnut 
snowman.

Winners 
of the Chal-
lenge raffle 
were Rich 
Johnson and 
Mike Rude.

January’s Challenge is a Plate/Platter.

Challenge, 
con’t. from 

pg. 3.

Clockwise from top left: 
Phil Roybal, Bob Tang, 

Tom Donnelly, Mike 
Rude, Bill Robinson, Mike 

Magrill, Jim Gott, Rich 
Johnson, and Herb Green.

Presidentʼs Challenge (Xmas Decoration)
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bearing (inside the box) to reed or incise turn-
ings as he indexes the lathe.To further carve a 
turning such as the jack o’lantern in the photo, 
he screws the chuck, with turning attached, 
onto a threaded rod pinned to the shaft of a 
2” trailer hitch ball. He mounts this in a hitch 
which he’s modified to increase clamping pres-
sure and ball angle. The hitch sits on a beam 
mounted to a floor plate in such a way that it 
can be rotated and clamped into four different 
directions, giving complete access to any part 
of the turning.

Dick Picker-
ing brought 
a sack full of 
jigs. He turns 
lots of pens, 
so he built a 
pen blank sizer 
(the blue slot-
ted plate with 
handle) that lets 
him easily set 
his band saw 
to cut blanks 
to width and to 
length. He puts 
a catch trough 
on the outfeed 
of the saw and 
can handle a 
hundred pen 
blanks at a time 
without moving 
out of position.

Dick had to 
drill a lot of 
holes at a 45 
angle, so he 
built a jig (in 
the same photo) 
to hold work 
at that angle. 
Drilling is part 
of pen making 
too, and Dick 
made a jig to 
hold pen blanks 

Jigs, con't. 
from pg. 1

vertically, square to the drill bit. Wrap around 
support keeps blanks from blowing out as they 
are drilled. He had to make 40 small wooden 
bail handles of teak, so he built a router jig with 
two positions for routing the outside and inside 
curves. He also showed a steady rest made with 
skate wheels, that he uses to steady bowls or 
spindles. He finds the wheels a little hard, so 
they mark the work and he wants to change 
them for softer ones.

Dick had some other jigs that we didn’t cap-
ture in pictures. There was a jig for segmented 
turnings, inspired by William Smith’s Segment-
ed Wood Turning book. It included a degree 
wheel and pointer he can set up for any given 
number of segments. He can lay a segment on 
the angle iron of the jig, set the angle with the 
angle wheel, and glue a segment into that spot 
on a ring mounted on the lathe. He showed a 
drill press jig with a DeStaco clamp that posi-
tions and secures a nutcracker piece for drilling 
holes in standard positions.  He showed a stop 
block that clamps to his table saw rip fence for 
cutting segments all the same length. Finally, 
he showed a V block for drilling round stock on 
the drill press. 

Jim Gott brought a device to use turning 
spheres on a lathe. He started with a Grizzly 
live center, and covered the rotating point with 
a wooden cup to hold the sphere. The other part 
of the jig is a block for his chuck, with a spheri-
cal cup in the end of it to cradle part of a sphere.

Mike 
Magrill showed 
a mortise jig 
he uses with a 
router. Stock 
is held to the 
front of the jig 
with a clamp, 
and the table 
slides in and 
out to center 
the mortise. 
Stops on each 
end of the 
top adjust the 
length of the 

Dick Pickering’s jigs (top 
to bottom): pen blank sizer 

and 45° holder, pen drilling 
fixture, wooden handle 

router jig, steadyrest.

Jim Gott’s sphere holder 
(top), and Mike Magill’s 

mortise cutting jig (bottom).

Go to pg. 6
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mortise. A router, supported above the work, 
does the cutting.

Al Gore 
brought a jig 
he found in his 
parents’ garage, 
something that 
his Dad built. 
It’s a solenoid 
operated nut 
cracker. Very 
loud and atten-
tion getting.

Rich Dege 
brought a bag 
of stuff. First is 
a sphere chuck 
with a #2 MT. 
One part has a 
cane tip mount-
ed on a bearing 
so it is free to 
rotate. The other 
part is a directly 
driven cane tip 
which deliv-
ers the driving 
force. Of course, 
making such jigs 
means cutting 
Morse tapers, 
and he showed 
a Morse taper 
gauge he uses 
for turning the 
tapers accu-
rately. 

Rich showed an Ellsworth style grinding jig, 
made of wood, that he uses to grind the signa-
ture “Ellsworth” fingernail grind. 

Rich showed us a dual #2 MT for aligning 
the head and tail stocks on lathes where one or 
the other piece can move sideways or rotate. 
Finally, he showed us a bandsaw tension gauge 
that measures the stretch of the bandsaw blade 

as it is brought up to the correct tension. The 
club has one 
available for 
checkout from 
the library, and 
you can use it 
to check the 
tension gauge 
built into your 
own bandsaw.

Ace Fos-
ter solved the 
problem of 
getting the right 
chuck jaws for 
that oddball 
project when he 
showed a set of 
wooden jaws, 
made of baltic 
birch plywood, 
that mounted 
onto his four-
jaw chuck. 
He’s modified 
the jaws several 
times over the 
years, gluing 
more wood 
on and cutting 
grooves or 
depressions as 
needed to hold 
the project at 
hand. Ace also 
showed us a 

faceplate made from a large nut embedded in a 
stack of baltic birch, with the nut sized to screw 
onto his spindle. He uses JB Weld to secure the 
nut to the plywood, giving him a faceplate for 
the cost of a nut and scrap wood. 

Lots of great ideas surfaced at the meeting, 
and many of us will be trying them out in our 
own shops soon.

Jigs, clockwise from top 
left: Al Gore’s electric 

nutcracker, Ace Foster’s 
wooden chuck jaws-front 

and rear, his wooden 
faceplates, Rich Dege’s 

“Ellsworth” grinding jig, 
bandsaw blade tension 

gauge, and sphere turning 
centers with Morse taper 

gauge.

Jigs, con’t. 
from pg. 5



                                                                                                                                                                                                                     PAGE 7

Party On!

About 30 SVW members 
and their companions gathered 
at Rich Johnson’s shop (trans-
formed for the evening into a 
dining hall) to celebrate at the 
club’s annual Xmas Party.

Food was delicious and 
plentiful, as members brought 
deserts and side dishes, and 
Craig Thorson prepared the 
meat for the feast.

The high point of the festivi-
ties, as usual, was the stealing 
gift exchange, complete with 
moans, triumphs, complex 
strategies, and low comedy. 
Thanks to Rich and Michelle 
for hosting us, to Craig for 
taking care of the food, and to 
all those who helped prepare the 
room and clean up. 
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
We won’t be part of the Santa Clara Home 

and Garden show because the show space is 
sold out and there is no free booth for us. We 
may be included in the February show in San 
Mateo.

HERB GREEN (VP/PROGRAMS)
Dick Pickering will demonstrate his nut-

cracker techniques at our January meeting, and 
Rich Johnson will present chucking techniques 
in February.

JIM GOTT (TREASURER)
INCOME
 Raffl e $28
 Library $22
 Dues $110

EXPENSES
 Challenge prizes $20 

 Jim Gott demo $50 

 NEW BALANCE (spendable)  $1333.43

PHIL ROYBAL (SEC’Y./EDITOR)
We have 50 members included in our roster 

on the group site. January is the time to get 
your SVW dues in for 2004: $25, or $35 for a 
family membership.

OTHER BUSINESS

The special raffl e prize of an air nailer went 
to Jim Valona.

2004 staff include:
Treasurer: Jim Gott, with Craig to help
Editor: Phil Roybal
VP Programs: Herb Green
President: Rich Johnson
Library: Craig Thorson (acting)
Apparel: Dick Pickering
Ways and Means: Ace Foster
Webmaster: Al Gore
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Woodfast lathe 
for sale 

16” capacity, variable 
speed, good condition.

Credit card OK. E-
mail Josh Salesin at jls-
epi@pacbell.net for more 
info.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram now in cludes fi ve vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb           (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789

SVW OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net


