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Norm
Hinman
slabs a
walnut
crotch

section.

wants. He also inspired several cases of tool
envy with his industrial strength, 39  chain saw
(see pg. 5)!

Norm began the demo with two logs sup-
plied by Ace, a spalted bay laurel and a walnut
crotch section, marked with chalk along the cut
lines (below). He cuts his logs on a pallet, both
to keep his chain out of the dirt and to use the
pallet slabs as alignment guides for his cuts.

The walnut would feature crotch grain in a
plane along the pith, so Norm made his first cut
right through the pith of the trunk and two
branches. The pith is very unstable however, so
he normally
cuts a slab out
of the center,
removing the
pith if the
adjacent grain
isn t expected
to be special.
He cuts out the
pith and saves
the rest of the
slab for spindle
turnings.

Norm cuts his slabs thick enough to make
into platters. Then he puts them in plastic, takes
them home, and cuts off the corners. Finally, he
coats the end grain to minimize cracking.

Norm Hinman cuts a fine figure

See Hinman, pg. 5

Norm Hinman, the AAW Secretary,
came our March meeting to
demonstrate how he harvests a log

to get the figure and symmetric warping that he

Chalk lines mark intended
cuts.
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Gene Pozzesi had been scheduled for our April
meeting, but a medical emergency changed his
plans. Instead, we ll have our own Don Bonnett
demonstrating hollowing Frank Sudol style.

Wednesday, March 7th, 2001, at 7:00 PM
Location: Rich Johnson s Shop, San Jose, CA
Rich s shop is located behind his home at
14979 Joanne Ave. San Jose 95127. From Hwy 680 take the
McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left
and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for the Show and Tell
portion of the meeting. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT’S CHALLENGE: A BOWL WITH A LIP (AS IN EDGE
DECORATION)

We still need
some help!
Where can I get

some volunteers? Why, you
ask????

1.  Summer Picnic
2.  Turn-off Team
3.  Turn-off Judges
4. Coffee & Cookies

GUEST TURNERS
We have the opportunity to host French

turner Jean Francois Escoulen, known for his
eccentric, multi-axis turnings. He can come to
San Jose on June 11, for a day and evening
demo.  Are we interested??  We need to commit
as soon as possible.  He will be in town for a
demo for BAW on 6/10 and WBAW on 6/12.

We also have the opportunity to host New
Zealand turner Soren Berger in July. Soren
spent a weekend with us last year and per-
formed a very popular demo day in Don
Bonnett s shop. Do we want to see him again?
Please let me know what you think.

With all these opportunities, we need to be
thinking about how SVW can raise some
money. The demos cost $$$ and our member-
ship dues don t cover everything. Anyone have
any ideas???

SHOP UPDATE
As of this writing the outside paneling is

going up, the roof is scheduled for Thursday,
and the rest of the cement will be in next week.
The first set of cabinets are in.  It looks like the
outside will be completed this next week.

RichRichRichRichRich

I need you! We all need you. So VOLUNTEER!

It is time to plan for the Utah Symposium, taking place 6/7—
6/9 in Provo, Utah.  , Some of us are already signed up to go,
because we know it will be a lot of fun and a valuable learning
opportunity as well. If there is any way you could attend this
event, you should go too. There will be a lot to see and do
related to woodturning.
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DEGE DOO
Rich Dege has concocted a brew for eboniz-

ing wood, and many of us have admired the
results in pieces he s brought in recently. Here s
his receipe:

White vinegar
Rusty steel (nails, etc.)
Put rusty steel in a non-metallic container,

then add vinegar to more than cover the metal.
Set it aside for a week or two until the iron
dissolves.

Paint the goop onto any wood with high
tannin content. It ll look terrible, but let it dry
and buff it off, and you ll have a deep, rich,
ebony color.

ACE’S WOODPILE
For those of us who ve profited by Ace s

generous monthly log donations, he provides a
scheme for dating his wood:

I try to put dates on my wood, so as to
have some idea of how dry I can expect it to be.
I use DDMMYY or MMYY  or simply YY
format.

Ace would like a little feedback from club
members. He asks; Have I been supplying
useful sizes & shapes? Would something else
be useful? Slabs run thru a planer, for instance,
or milled lumber?

People ask where I get all this wood. I have
a friend who runs a one man tree service.
There s not room where he lives for his equip-
ment, and it s a long twisty road up there from
down in the valley where most of his work is. I
let him use my place as his staging area, and he
keeps me in firewood. I have also got him to let
me know when anything interesting in the way
of wood comes along. A lot of the stuff he cuts

doesn t sell very well as firewood, so I get it if I
want it; otherwise he has to pay to take it to the
dump. I end up with more wood than I can use
so I pass it along. In addition to feeding the
monthly raffle, I m happy to entertain other
requests for wood. I have several cords of stuff
around here that I ve accumulated over the
years, some as lumber, some as logs, and
SWMBO would be glad to see some of it gone.
Right now, I have box elder not much pink,
alas, but fair sized. I also have some bay,
walnut, apple, incense cedar, and a little olive.
There s supposed to be some eucalyptus
coming. Some redwood, straight grain. A lot of
this stuff is good practice wood; at the price,
one can afford to make chips just for drill,
without worrying too much about what - if
anything - is left. Let me know what you want;
maybe I can come up with it.

ANTIQUE TOOL SHOW
Ron Newcomb tells us that an antique tool

show sponsored by PAST (Preserving the Arts,
Skills, of the Trades) is having its spring show
and sale on March 24, 2001, 10 am to about
3pm, at the Spreckles War Memorial Building,
Spreckles, CA. Spreckles is about 10 miles
west of Salinas and 12 miles˚ east of Monterey.˚
At 12:15 pm a seminar will be presented on˚
Maydole hammers, and lunch (great
lasagna,salad etc) at 1pm.˚ Entry fee is $10 and
includes coffee, pastries, seminar, and lunch.˚

WOODTURNS MAGAZINE
Eric Tompkins, editor, is pleased to an-

nounce that Woodturns Magazine is now
available. You can find subscription informa-

Continued on page 8

Odds and Ends
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Show &Tell
President’s
Challenge

Ron Newcomb
turned two tiny
maple spice scoops
at the Home &
Garden Show. He
made a wooden
collet chuck
secured with a band
clamp so the scoops
could be chucked
sideways to turn the
hole.

Debbie Bress announced that she s the
Northern California distributor for Petri s
Diamond Hard Micro-Tropic Gel Finish, which
she recommends for
turnings. She s
offering the finish at
$9.95/pint.

Rich Johnson
turned large natural
edge bowl from
green walnut, and
finished it with
sanding sealer. he
said the color,
originally bright
yellow, faded after
turning.

Ace Foster turned
what he called a Cedar
whosis a tiny hollow
form made from a cedar
gall.

Don Bonnet took
first prize with a
beautiful redwood burl
natural edge bowl. He
used the McNaughten
bowl saver system and

this was the largest bowl he got from the blank.
He finished it with 10 coats of gloss lacquer
and 1 coat of semi-gloss.

Mike Rude took
second place with a
delicate eucalyptus
bowl, he turned from
firewood. Mike
blackened the turning
with a torch, then
finished it with Deft
and satin lacquer.

Gary
Petretti
turned an old piece of walnut
lengthwise to make a candlestick
with one side showing the bark for a
natural edge.
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Hinman,
from pg. 1

MAY 2001: SPINNING TOP CONTEST
Time again for our annual spin-off, as

members bring tops large and small, and do
their best to bend the rules of physics.

In the wings

TURNING
when it s

time to turn a
platter, Norm
sets up a
screw chuck
with a
plywood
spacer to
keep the
screw from
going so deep into the wood that the blank is
difficult to remove once it s round. As he
mounts the blank, he puts the nicest wood on
the bottom of the platter so it doesn t wind up
as shavings on the shop floor.

A member of the audience asked if Norm
used a bandsaw to cut his blanks round before
turning, and norm replied, I have to say , what
for? . Then
he mounted
the slab onto
Rich s lathe
and drew out
a huge, 1
Sorby bowl
gouge,
knocking off
the square
corners in
short order.

Norm cut
a foot and

evened out the top. Then he turned the piece
around and put the foot into a 3-jaw machinist s
chuck. Although such a chuck doesn t have
dovetailed jaws as wood chucks do (and thus
doesn t grip as securely), it will grip a a foot
which is not round. This is often an important
benefit when Norm goes back years later to
finish turning one of the 1800 rough-turned
bowls and platters patiently drying in his shop.

Norm only uses his 1  gouge on the outside
of bowls, because inside it takes off wood faster
than he can control. He switched to a long-
grind, 1/2  gouge to even of f the top, then put a
pencil line around the rim . He watched this
line as he turned the piece to see if it started to
shake. This would tell him the piece was
coming loose from the chuck. He quickly cut
out the interior walls, then switched to a
shallow ground gouge to handle the bottom.

Norm gave us a great show, and his slabs of
crotch walnut and spalted laurel became part of
our monthly drawing.

Norm wields the mother of
chainsaws.

Crotch figure in the walnut
log.
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Ron Newcomb

Criteria: At least one component of the Badge
must be turned.

1. Material: Wood, use a hard wood if avail-
able.  Although any wood would be O.K.,
Tauga nut, Diamond Wood, Colored Wood,
etc.

2. Consider wood grain orientation when
mounting and turning.

3. Shape Choices:  round, square, oval, rect-
angle, natural edge, log cut on angle, natural
whole log (limb), log style sliced length wise
to base of badge, log style turned off center
to create a flat side, arrow shape, tool shape,
bowl shape, platter shaped, vase shape,
scoop, spoon, any shape to represent your
personality or craft.

4. Size: 2 to 4 inches OD, depending on size of
lettering used and name length, again your
choice, but remember someone will want to
read it from an arm s length distance.

5. Clasp type: Safety pin, spring clip, chain,
lanyard, bolo tie, badge clips, etc.

6. Lettering: Felt pen (permanent ink), transfer
letters, fabric paint, press on letters, small
wood letters, carving, cut outs with band/
scroll saw, wood burning pens, carved &
colored, dyed or stained wood, use contrast-
ing colors of wood or other coloring materi-
als, engraving tool Dremel tool, etc.

7. Texturing and colors are optional

8. Laminate: Laminate a business card or other
graphic design material to turning.

9. Basic badge turning how-to:
  a. Turn material to a round shape 1/4  thick or

less to minimize weight.
      Size to be compatible with type and size of

lettering to be used.
  b. Apply name straight across badge or around

edge, etc.
  c. Normally you would turn with the grain

running across the lathe bed.
  d. If turned on end grain, a sealer material

would be used to get a smooth
      finish to apply letters, etc.
  e. Finish with turners polish, wax or Deft -

again your choice.
  f. Have fun with the project

Wear your new badge at each meeting.  We
want to know who you are:  What s his name.

Making a Name Badge

Many SVW members sport name badges at
meetings, and when I joined the club it was a
real help in associating names and faces. To
encourage this activity, I ve reprinted an article
written by  Ron Newcomb a couple years ago.

For an interesting badge material, check
out Woodcraft s Wood Print Veneer, which
you can use in an inkjet printer.
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PRESIDENT: (RICH JOHNSON)
We need volunteers to organize the picnics

and to manage  Ways and Means. Please
volunteer!

VICE PRESIDENT: (LOU Gonzalez)
I need Membership Committee volunteers.

APPAREL (DICK PICKERING)
I have SVW hats at $10 each.

SECRETARY (PHIL ROYBAL)
We have 32 paid members as of mid March,

and have produced a roster with pictures of
most of them. You ll get your roster as a PDF
file with this newsletter.Membership cards were
passed out at the March meeting.

TREASURER: (JIM GOTT)
Beginning balance $2529.71
Outgoing $994
Income $417
Ending balance $2529.71

Expenses:
¥ Dick Pickering demo fee $50
¥ Challenge prize money $20
¥ Calif. taxes from H&G shows $924

Income:
¥ Memberships $100
¥ Raffle $15
¥ Video rentals $6

MOTION
Dick Pickering moved that the club pay for

club expenses, including expenses Rich
Johnson has incurred for power during meet-
ings, table covers at shows, etc. The motion
was seconded. During discussion, Ron
Gonzalez suggested the motion should cover
paying Rich Johnson for use of his lathe at
shows, and paying him for personal items
which disappeared at the Raffan demos. Rich
said he doesn t want compensation for use of
his shop, but will turn in receipts for the other
things and an itemized list of items lost during
the Raffan demos.

The motion was approved by acclaimation,
and Jim Gott will pay for those expenses that
Rich itemizes.

OPPORTUNITIES
Santa Clara will have its annual cleanup at

the end of March. There is always a lot of wood
on the streets at that time, available for the
picking.

There is a new houslng development on San
Felipe Road at the entrance to Evergreen
College. The developers are cutting down trees
to make room for construction. They won t
allow wood scavengers on site during the week
because of liability issues, but wood may be
available on weekends.

NEW FACES
Josh Salesin of Santa Cruz and
Terry Feinberg of Gilroy
joined SVW in March. We got
Terry s picture, but don t have
one of Josh yet.

Terry
Feinberg
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CLUB OFFICERS

tion at <http://www.woodturns.com> . They are
are also looking for articles for future issues of
the magazine. More information about submit-
ting articles can be found at <http://
www.woodturns.com/magazine/
article_submission.htm>.

OLAND CRAFT
Oland Craft wants our members to know

about their new web site and
<wwww.oolandcraft.com>.

Continued
from page 3

HOME AND GARDEN SHOW
The last Home and Garden show was quite

successful for SVW turners, totaling $1830 in
sales. Both Don Bonnett and Bob Tang did very
well. You can join the group. The next Home
and Garden Show is April 20—22 at the Fair-
grounds. Contact Rich Johnson to participate.

President
Rich Johnson ¥ (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Lou Gonzalez ¥ (209) 476-9116
talksvw@aol.com

Treasurer
Jim Gott ¥ (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal ¥ (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net
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For Sale:
¥ Feb. Special Key Ring  Kits $1.25 ea
¥ Vicmarc VL300 series short bed bowl lathe,

24" x 21" capacity.  $2500 obo
¥ Hollowing tool set with handle, three tools

and handle guide $100.
¥ Pen & Pencil kits now available.
¥ Diamondwood pen blanks pre-cut $1.50

each
¥ Diamondwood & Colorwood blocks $12 bf
¥ Tagua nuts Vegetable Ivory $1 ea
Contact: Rich Johnson 408 254-8485

Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson s Woodturners  Bootcamp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. An
all day class. Book available. Sign up now.
(408) 254-8485.

RON NEWCOMB
¥ Kiwi Tools Guaranteed woodturning tools
¥ Sandpaper Eagle brand wet or dry
¥ 3M Sanding Sponges 120 to 1500 grit

1.510.797.6665 ronwoodart@aol.com, or see
Ron at club meetings.


