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COMING UP!

May 7th 2008
Monthly Meeting
Top Night

Graeme Priddle
Demo
May 13-14

Continued on page 3

With Steve “Spike” Finch
 Written by Howard Cohen

Spike has been turning stone since 2003.  He got turned on mostly because of 
curiosity and because he wanted to explore something besides wood.  Check out 
his website for some the amazing work he does.

He especially likes Italian Alabaster, which produces a translucence you can-
not find in wood.  He accents his pieces with wood.  But you must be careful, ex-
panding wood, e.g. segmented ring, can crack the stone.  He demonstrated turning 
Brazilian soapstone.  There is also Colorado alabaster, which is a gypsum class 
of mineral.  Alabaster dust is lighter than soapstone, which has a heavier dust and 
therefore didn’t bother us so much when he does a bit of turning that night. 
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We had a successful home 
and garden show at the San 
Jose Fair grounds.  Everyone 
sold something.  There were 
lots of people attending the 
show and I think most of them 
saw or visited our booth.  We 
have had this space before and 
I think it is a great location.  I 
hope we can get it again.  The 
loading and unloading of the 
trucks to the booth is very easy 

and close by.  There was plenty of help with this 
task and it went very well and was our fastest load 
(exit) ever.  We got home before most people got 
packed up.  We did talk to a lot of people interested 
in woodturning with possibilities of joining SVW.  
The new set up for the lathe worked well and most 
users seemed ok with it.  Everyone except RJ & 
RH….. They found that the safety shield is just too 
darn close, not allowing for a full swing of some 
of the turning tools.  Easy fix is to move the Lathe 
back another foot or so.  By doing this it gave the 
turner more room to turn.  We used this new set up 
with out blocking the wheels.  I think that is a must 
for the next use of this set up.  There is one more 
thing to work on and that is the lighting.  Currently 
we have an articulated arm with a light.  It is always 
in the way.  So we will be looking at that also.  

Our next Home and Garden show will be: Aug.  
22, 23rd & 24th.  That is the same time we 
are planning to get Judy Ditmer for a Demo.  
That is going to take some planning to pull off 
both of these events.  I know I can’t be in two 
places at once.  Planning ahead is going to be 
paramount.  I hope most of you remembered 
that this next meeting is our annual “Top” 
night.  This event in the past has been a great 
success.  We have many top categories to work 
with for the evening, but the longest running 
is still the climax for this event.  I think the 
time to beat is over 20 minuets.  These tops 
are Woodturners hi tech creations.  Some of 
the past ones were balances very priestly, to be 
spun on glass or a plate lubricated with a little 
oil.  The tops were launched with a pull string, 
and even that was a challenge for some.  So the 
thought for the event …Beat GARY!  
 
By the way are you watching the Woodturners 
workshop on Sun Mornings on PBS?  It is a 
great show and he has some great projects for 
you to try.
Don’t forget to get your piece of wood for the 
July picnic.  Only $5 each.

Have fun, Turning!

PRES SEZ

Next month...
Join us Wednesday, May 7th, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's	Challenge:	starts	with	“M”
      Graeme Priddle
www.graemepriddle.co.nz
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Spike,  from cover page

Some brief comments about the technique/tools, etc.

1. Don’t turn fast; the right speed is about 200-300 rpm. 
2. All finishes are a wet sanding process with micromesh.  He starts with dry sanding up to about      

 150 grit.  He wets with water.  
3. Spike first tried HSS tools and almost gave up.  The stone dulls the tool far too quickly.  But he   

 built a carbide tool using 3/8 by 3/4 stock to prevent bending. He doesn’t need this to be tool   
 steel because it just hold the carbide tip.  

4. Mounting: most stone comes in cylinders; the rest comes in cubes or blocks.  He avoids blocks   
 because the cylinders are more cost effective because of time and shipping.  This also guarantees   
 that you get a solid chunk of stone.  

5. A 6” chunk of stone costs about $50 before shipping.  He orders $000’s worth at a time.  
6. No 2 stones are alike.  
7. For a finish he uses a wipe on urethane.  
8. For segmenting and wood, he uses a good 2-part epoxy.  For mounting the waste block to the   

 stone and for visible joints he uses a marine grade; it is a slow setting epoxy and forms a really   
 deep good bond.  

9. The tools are basically scrapers; using a gouge defeats the purpose because the edge comes off.    
 He also has a heavy hollowing rig.  

10. He now sells his tool with 2 carbide bits for $90.  They are also available at woodcraft in Red  
 wood City/San Carlos.  

11. A nice thing about stone is that there is no grain problem.  
12. He does18 piece segments using a stable wood for the top or base or both.  Because wood 
 expands along width, using segments limits expansion and contraction and avoids breaking the   

 stone.  
13. Sources are on his web site.  
14. Stone can be cored.  Also called trepanning.
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TURNING OUT
President’s Challenge 

Clockwise from top left:
John Wittier showed an Acacia tree bowl, 

finished with wipe on poly.  Herb Green turned 
a couple of air brushed apples – he was not sure 
of the wood, but generously offered to all call it 
Ash  Phil  Roybal created a green and yellow Ash 
bowl accented with aniline dye.  Due to various 
cracks/checks the piece got smaller and smaller.  
Phil also textured the inside and finished the entire 
piece with shellac.  He used a ball mill for the 
inside texturing.  Dick Pickering made a couple of 
pens using acrylic pen blanks.  Harry Levin turned 
an Ash, bleached bowl.  He finished the inside 
with deft lacquer but discovered that this made 
it yellow. So, for the outside, Harry just buffed 
without any lacquer.  For March (catch  up), Harry 
created a matched set of salt and peppershakers 
using Cocobolo.  The President’s buzzer almost 
sounded at this point.  But it was quickly noted 
that it his pieces could be described as makeup or 
Pepper Mills.  Hence no disqualification.  Harry 
used AB bleach 3 times.  Howard Cohen brought 
a nice Mulberry NE bowl.  Rich Horton turned 
an Arizona Cyprus bowl with alluring contours.  
He finished the bowl with Deft spay lacquer and 
then buffed with 1800 grit; hence he was able to 
eliminate any orange peel effect from the spraying.  
Jim Gott created a bowl from Azucar Huayo. (also 
called Brazilian Cherry or Jatoba.).  The wood 
takes a nice finish  and Jim used Deft sanding 
sealer and then buffed.  Scott Landon - Avocado 
bowl.  I present too you an artifact of my attempt 
too appease this months challenge of “A”. I 
acquired this wood from a girl with auburn hair, in 
the autumn, a couple of years ago.  My approach 
to this self-assigned assignment was to adopt the 
attitude that I could apply my acquired skills to 
arrive at an artistic alternative.  My hope was not 
to achieve acclaim or applause. But the acquisition 
of only an “Ah” after I show - my Avocado.

Starts 

with “A”
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  John Wittier turned an Ash bowl with yellow and green staining – even though 
his wife wanted it stained red for Christmas.  This bowl was the partially turned 
piece that Al Stirt left behind from his demo; hence this was a collaborative 
effort.  Rich Horton cut down some Mulberry with DaveF and JohnW – about 
10 days ago.  Rich rough turned the wood, put in the freezer for 24 hours, and 
then finished the final turning.  There were lots of holes but he safely finished 
the vessel.  Rich finished with sanding sealer and spray deft lacquer - 4 coats.  
He buffed between coats with 1800 grit.  Kent Mosley created a small Walnut 
box and finished with 50 50.  This was the first time he made a box.  Kent also 
turned a small bowl with Pear and East Indian Rosewood.  Scott Landon had an 
adventure using pine, pigment and putty.  He mixed pigment into water putty 
and got crazy with a brush.  Scott sprinkled on bronze powder and numerous 
coats of clear acrylic. The edge of the vessel is cut with the laser machine at 
the Sawdust shop.  Brian Butler turned two olive vases and another a vessel or 
vase that he stained to get different effects while spinning on the lathe.  Brian 
finished initially with 50 50 and then used Deft spray.  John Overmire created 
a segmented coffee cup using the cup parts from a catalog kit.  The staved 
construction included Purple Heart, Maple burl, and Cocobolo.  He got the idea 
(inspiration?) from Malcolm Tibbett’s article in the AAW journal.  

Presidents Challenge continued from page 4. 

Mike Batek turned an Apple hollow form.  This 
involved a series of recoveries, he glued cracks; and then 
Mike covered up the glue with a pen.  He finished the 
vessel with shellac.  For March makeup, Mike turned a 
Madrone plate with metal inside.  Brian Butler turned an 
acrylic pen and an African teak pen.  Charlie Beldon 
turned an asymmetric Ash egg; he also turned a box and 
finished with sanding sealer and wax on a buffer.  Rich 
Johnson (not pictured) turned an Ash natural edge bowl.  
He also created an acorn light pull.

Kent Mosley turned An aspiring amateur’s awkward 
attempt at an... alphabetically, alternating alder and 
almond accents, ash, and another and another... alien 
airship, antenna attached, airborn, at altitude, above and 
around Anchorage, Alaska, America.   Additionally, an 
amazing array of antiqued ash angry alien army androids.  

Show and Tell
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Home and Garden Show

Photos by Kent Mosley
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I

CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chairs
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com
John Overmire (650) 299-9754
Johnover@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
kw@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
rjdege@worldnet.att.net

       Brazilian soapstone
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

We have set the following demos:
• Graeme Priddle in May
• March 2008 Ellsworth at BAWA

Others being considered are: Bill 
Hunter, Will Smith, Betty Scarpino, 
Haley Smith, Todd Hoyer, Michael 
Lee, and Kay Foster.

Our demonstrators are scheduled 
for a full day. Bay Area Woodturners 
combines the demo with their monthly 
meeting. Meeting first, then the demo. 
We can attend their demos.

JohN WhIttIER 
(VP/PRogRamS)
John has set up an April demo with 

Steve “Spike” Finch.  Steve turns stone 
materials.
cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)

Treasury reports are available to 
members. See Craig.

al goRE (lIbRaRIaN)
The club library has the “The 

Woodturning Workshop” (PBS) 
DVD’s available.  Also Some from 
Jimmy Clewes.  Also 2 new Cindy 
Drozda DVD’s

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREl)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Be sure to wear your SVW 
insignia when you work shows such 
as the Woodworking show as an SVW 
staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a 

club member needs a get-well card, 
a new-member info packet, or some 
other contact from the club.

Other Business
    Hartville Tools is offering 

20% member discounts if we pass 
along our club roster. If you don’t 
want your name released, put your 
name on the opt out list in the database 
section of our Yahoo group site. 
   

Kent Mosley’s Alien Adventure
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR

There is a 20” Beaver wood lathe for sale.
 Asking $900
 Came from Craft Supplies
 Check it out at:    http://www.craftusa.com/catalog/beaver.html
 
Stubby Nugget Midi lathe
Full specs @ http://omegastubbylathes.com/Nuggetx.html
Asking $2500.
 Lathes are available from Rich Johnson 
San Jose, Ca.  408 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

From Jim Gott
Here are the items: (From a friend’s estate)
Delta 8” Bench Drill Press with extra blade and manual
Black & Decker saber saw with variable speed and reciprocating blade
Skil saber saw Model 497
Black & Decker 3 X 21 Belt Sander
Black & Decker 5 1/2” Circular Saw with extra blades
Shop Vac QSP 6-gallon
Shop Vac 10-gallon with portable blower
Black & Decker Drill Sharpener
Twin Cannister Respirator
No reasonable offer refused. Call Jim Gott at (408) 218-1484

May13th and 14th
Graeme Priddle Demo
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Ironmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2008. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A blue bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2008 challENgES

May With an “M”

IRoNmaN RulES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


