
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     PAGE 1

Merryll Saylen: a designing woman

Go to pg. 5

June, 2003

Merryll 
Saylen 

kicks off her 
discussion of 

design .

MERRYLL SAYLEN OF SAN RAFAEL STUDIED 
DESIGN AT UCLA IN THE ‘70’S. There she was 
exposed to a variety of design disciplines and 
developed her interest in woodworking. But 
unlike many of us, she always started with the 
product in mind, rather than a process or tool. 
She learned to design something, then learned 
the skills needed to build it. She treated her art 
as an exploration.

She developed her woodworking skills at 
Cal State Northridge. The school was directed 

toward furniture making, and her fi rst major 
piece was a collector’s cabinet featuring turned 
work on the base. This evolved into a series of 
pieces that featured the same turned elements. 

She moved to San Francisco in the 70’s, and 
found she couldn’t sell her lamps and sculptural 
furniture there. 

A friend suggested she start turning bowls 
and enter the American Craft Council shows. 
She accumulated lots of show rejections, but 
kept working on Japanese themed bowls and 
sets, and eventually started making a name for 
herself.

To pay 
the rent, she 
worked on 
limited produc-
tion items, such 
as sushi trays 
with bowls and 
chopsticks. She thought of these as little sculp-
tures, and did lots of trays with her bowls.

She experimented with cellulose fi ber dyes, 
using Procion’s  MX Reactive Dyes to color 
maple turnings which she fi rst bleached white. 

She began texturing by accident. She’d 
turned a piece and dyed it, then saw sanding 
scratches which the dye had highlighted. A 
neighboring furniture maker saw the problem 
and suggested doing something to the surface 
to hide the scratches, and she tried texturing. It 
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Join us on Wednes day, July 2nd, at 7 
P.M., when Marya Cobb talks about Tax 
Implications for the Woodturner. Location: 
Rich Johnson's Wood turn ing Center in San 

Rich

$$
Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road exit East 
about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: WITH STEM

With Stem. That’s 
the President’s 
Challenge for 

this month. Have you done 
it yet? Decided what you are 
going to do? This one could 
be fun, and interesting ….. 
“What’s a stem? Go ahead, 
just try it, it could be worth 
some $$$, and of course a few 
smiles…

Did you go to the Turn Off??? A bunch of 
us did, and it turned out to be a lot of fun. I 
even learned how to turn an egg cup… thanks 
to Al F. from West-Bay and Dick, and Bob, and 
Al and of course Michelle. You Realllllllllllly 
missed a great time. I am not sure at this time 
who or where the next “Turn-off” Picnic will 
be for next year. I will work on it and see if it 
is going to be our turn to host the event. If it is, 
we need to know soon as we can to plan.

Our Club Picnic is almost here, July 19th 
is the date we have set. This is a fun event for 
all. There’s food, and swimmin’, and food, and 
visitin’, and food, and drink, and FOOD! This 
will be our annual Jurried “Turning Show”. 
This is where you can bring your pieces to 
show and win a … tba. This is a great opportu-
nity to share you work for everyone to see and 
enjoy. 

Our sawdust sessions have been great!!! 
We all have had a chance to join in and share 
and do! From the comments I get, every one is 
havin’ a great time. Each time we get together 
there is always something new to see or do. 
Most of the time we all learn something, and 
take away another piece of turning experience. 
For me it has been great and I can’t wait until 
the next Sawdust Session. ….Thanks to all that 
participate.
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Show & Tell, President's Chal lenge 

Go to Chal lenge, page 4

Phil Roybal led 
off with a chat-
ter tool of wal-
nut, brass, and 
steel, fi nished 
with Watco oil 
and wax. He is 
doing a small 
production run 
for those who 
want these 
tools.

Dick Jess-
ing brought a 
blackwood and 
maple egg and 
cup, fi nished 
with Tripoli 
and wax from 
Craft Supply, 
and with Be-
hlens oil.

Bob Tang 
showed a natu-
ral edge platter 
of walnut, fi n-
ished with wipe 
on poly.

Tony Bry-
han brought a 
large oak bowl 
with natural edges, colored with vinegar and 
steel wool, and fi nished with tung oil.

Clockwise from top left: Phil Roybal, Tony 
Bryhan, Ace Foster, Dick Jessing again, 
Bob Tang, and Dick Jessing show their 

projects.

Ace brought 
a parting tool 
he made with a 
carbide tip.

Rich John-
son showed 
an alder salad 
bowl that he 
fi nished with 
sanding sealer 
and Deft.

President’s Challenge
Dick Jessing 

showed a small 
hollow form 
of blackwood 
and maple burl, 
with chatter-
work on the 
underside of 
the top. He 
fi nished it with 
Tripoli and wax 
from Craft Supply, and with Behlens oil.
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Mike Rude 
brought a hol-
lowed twist 
finial, the top 
of a larger form 
he’s working 
on. He’s been 
developing this 
technique for 
several weeks. 
It was made 
of walnut with 
lacquer finish.

 Josh Sale-
sin showed a 
vase of maple, 
bubinga, and 
holly. He also 
brought one 
of walnut and 
ebony. The 
dark one was 
finished with 
Deft. 

Rich John-
son burned a 
hollow form 
of red alder, 
which was dif-
ficult to hollow 
because of its 
depth. Finished 
with Deft.

Challenge, 
con't. from 

pg. 3.

Herb 
Greene showed 
an urn of red-
wood burl and 
blackwood.

Jeff Thorson 
brought a large 
form of red-
wood, still on 
the chuck, not 
yet completely 
hollowed, with 
Watco Clear 
Finish on the 
outside.

Dick Pick-
ering presented 
a maple form, 
also unfin-
ished and on 
the chuck. He 
hollowed first, 
then put a lamp 
inside and 
thinned it down 
on the outside.

Bob Tang 
showed a form 
he’d rough 
turned several 
months ago and 
finished for the 
meeting. It’s 
maple, inlaid 
with abalone and finished with lacquer.

Jim Gott showed a hollow form of maple 
and blackwood, finished with Deft and buffed. 

Clockwise from the top left: Herb Greene, 
Bob Tang, Jim Gott, Mike Rude, Josh 

Salesin, Dick Pickering, and Jeff Thorson.
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was a success, 
and defi ned a 
new direction 
for her.

She won a 
grant to study 
in England, and 
there began 
experiment-
ing with very 
coarse surfaces, 
such as would be left by 36-grit sandpaper on 
an angle grinder. She also experimented with 
carbide Arbortech 
blades on angle grind-
ers to carve coarse 
lines. 

She was out of 
work for a while in 
1985 because of back 
surgery. As she recovered, she wanted to incor-
porate new concepts involving contrasting col-
ors on sets of simple forms. She says, “I almost 
can’t leave a piece of wood alone. It just seems 
naked without color or texture. “She will de-
sign a simple form and make a series of them, 
changing the color or texture, 
challenging herself by asking 
how she can change a piece with 
decorative techniques, different 
bases, etc.

Because she comes from a furniture back-
ground, she does a lot of assembly, gluing on 
bases and tops, and re-turning pieces when they 

are partially assembled. She is 
good with tools, but is much 
more interested in what she’s 
making than the tools involved. 

She mainly turns dry wood, 
and decorates her modern turn-
ings with milk paint, analine 
dyes, and sculptural elements. 
Her work is strongly infl uenced 
by ceramics. 

Saylen, 
Con't . from 

pg. 1

She doesn’t like shiny fi nishes, and prefers 
to experiment with semi-gloss fi nishes over 
built-up layers of color. She uses faux fi nish-
ing techniques to add complexity to her pieces. 
She also burns pieces before dying them, and 
scouring off the char with a Scotchbrite pad; or 
applying a colored glaze to fi ll the pores opened 
up by the scorching.

She recommends Adventures in Wood Fin-
ishing by George Frank for other ideas on the 
subject.

Her colors are much deeper and more com-
plex than when she started, and she credits this 
to drawing classes where she learned to shade 
things and to build up complex surfaces. She 
likes to even out a fi nish with wax, and applies 
white and dark waxes with copper and bristle 
brushes. She’ll have a burnt layer, a dyed layer, 
a layer of glaze, and a layer of wax. She will 
cover a piece with glaze, then 
wipe it off to leave color in the 
rough areas. She fi nds the con-
trast of rough and smooth draws 
the eye deep into her designs.

SVW OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net
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PRESIDENT (RICH JOHNSON)
We had a nice picnic at Vasona, though most 

of the members from other clubs were absent. 
That was an unoffi cial egg cup race.

The annual club picnic/swim/silent auction 
will be at the Johnsons’ house on 7/19. Sign 
up for food at the July meeting. There’ll be a 
turning contest, so plan to bring your best work. 
Categories will include: Bowl, natural edge 
bowl, hollow form, craft item, segmented turn-
ing, spindle turning, lidded turning, goblets., 
plates/platters. Bring your family. The event 
will also include a silent auction, so here is 
your chance to trade in those tools and gadgets 
gathering dust in your shop.

SECRETARY/EDITOR (PHIL ROYBAL)
We have  43 members in the club, and a new 

text roster is now available on our group site.

VP/PROGRAM CHAIR (HERB GREEN)
Graeme Priddle will be here June 21st. We’ll 

start the event about 9 a.m., and it will continue 
until around 4 with a break for lunch.  

Upcoming demonstrators include:
July Marya Cobb Tax implications
Aug. Dick Jessing Hand threading
Sept. Rich Dege Ball turning

APPAREL (DICK PICKERING)
Dick has hats. If you staff a show, you 

must wear an SVW hat or shirt, both to meet 
our contractual obligations and to attract new 
members. He also has iron-on transfers at $1 
each, which are ideal to apply to a white shirt 
for summertime activities where our blue shirts 
are too hot.

TREASURER (JIM GOTT)
Income:
 Library $22
 Membership  $5
 Hats $10
 Raffl e $0
 Bank interest $0.31
 Priddle advance tickets $25

Expenses:
 Shirt transfers $11.90
 Keller family dinner $100

New Balance $2646.85

Other Business
Josh Salsin built our fi rst web site, and is 

adding to it this month. Check it out at http:
//svwoodturners.org. We’ll put public info such 
as our newsletter, gallery pictures, and member-
ship form on it, and keep private info such as 
the roster on the Yahoo site. Email gallery im-
ages to Josh if you have something to show.

Raffl e
Jim Gott won the special raffl e prize (a chat-

ter tool), and will bring something for the July 
raffl e.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram now in cludes fi ve vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb           (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Woodfast lathe for sale 
16” capacity, variable speed, good condition.
Credit card OK. E-mail Josh Salesin at jls-epi@pacbell.net for more 

Elegant Chatter Tools

Made with care from steel, brass, and 
hardwoods, these chatter tools are a 
pleasure to look at and use. $40 each.

Phil Roybal
(408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net


