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Dave Davel does demo
 Our guest presenter this evening was Dave Davel, owner 

of a business in San Carlos called San Francisco Woodturning.  
He said he was intimidated by some of our turnings.  Dave 
turns on a Conover and a General, 16’ and 8’ bed lengths, re-
spectively.   His primary business is architectural pieces.  He 
was in a club with some of us 20 years ago.  Also our member 
Dave Feind’s new business is in Dave Davel’s shop.  Dave 
demonstrated turning a mallet.

Dave brought maple as an example of a good wood for mal-
lets. Other woods he likes are hickory, white ash, and general, 
scraps of hardwood.

He uses two pieces one for the handle and one for the head.  
The head piece or mallet already had a hole drilled.  

Continued on page 7:

By Howard Cohen:

2009
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This year’s “Presidents” 
PICNIC challenge is: Make 
a “TURNING” using “1 
BOARD FOOT”.

Remember: I MUST see the 
source of your project, Proof 
of what you did: you “used 1 
BF”.  
Have fun, bring your project 
to the July Picnic.  If you 
come up with any questions, 

PLEASE keep them to yourself …. WAIT until you can 
catch up with me privately.  Or you are welcome to call me 
408 254-8485.  This is an individual effort, so keep it to 
yourself.  Save it ‘till the picnic so we all can be surprised 
at the same time.
 This month’s President’s challenge is a little 
different at first glance.  It’s not.  The Challenge is 
“TREEN”.  For a wood turner that is mostly what we all do.  
We make projects that are “Wooden Objects that are related 
to Eating and Drinking”.  That just about covers every one 
of us.  We all enjoy lookin’ at our turning books; “Treen 
for the table” by Jonathan Levi is a great resource for this 
turning subject.  I have spent many hours going through 
my copy of this book.  Each time I pick it up for another 
look-see I usually learn or find something different.  For 
example: “Do you know what a Wassail is?”  On page 17 
of this book it is explained and included with “Other Large 
Cups”.  In Europe Wassail bowls were apparently first made 
with “Lignum Vitae” imported from South America.  It will 
be interesting to see what the Iron men will come up with 
for the meeting.  I have mine done!

 At the last meeting one of our members 
(HL) told us of a couple of new books.  My first 
thought was: “just what I need another Raffan 
book ….@!#$%!.  Boy was I wrong.  This book 
is GREAT.  “The art of Turned Bowls” I find to 
be a great Resource!!!  I don’t have to agree with 
Richard all the time but this time he has done 
well!!!  This would be a great reference / resource 
book for any and all Woodturners.  Now that I have 
said that, I looked for and purchased the other book 
mentioned: “Ellsworth on Woodturning”, again I do 
not have to agree with David on everything,  but he 
put together a great reference / resource book also.  
I find a lot of information available in these two 
volumes of woodturning.  I don’t think you should 
pass these up.

 We have another Home and Garden show 
coming up this next week April 3 – 5.  A lot of 
people saw our turnings and demonstrations.  We 
are still getting calls and member inquiries from the 
last show.  Join us if you can, it is a fun event to be 
able to share our hobby with the public,  to watch 
them in their amazement as you turn a small project 
be it a top or a small bowl, it is a treasure.  If you 
really want to be amazed, give the piece you were 
working on to someone that was watching.  It is 
like giving a Christmas present and so worth while.

Keep it Round,  

PRES SEZ

Next month...
Join us Wednesday, April 1st, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “treen”
    Kent produced these with a mini hollowing rig
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

Clockwise from top left:
Rich Johnson – Mulberry turning with 

small cracks.
Kent Mosley – Olive natural edge bowl 

turned on his mini lathe; it started out as quite 
a large piece for his small lathe.  Used a 50 50 
finish

Scott Landon – Bowls and a Pot.  First was 
a mushroom shaped bowl from a piece of maple 
that was already cracked.   Scott also turned a 
pot with cracks – aka a “crack pot.”  Finally, 
because his grandson was visiting, Scott created 
Frosty the crack head.  

Brian Butler – Two small walnut bowls.  
The first was derived from a weed pot that he 
obtained at from a garage sale which he then 
turned into a bowl.  The second bowl was 
probably amboyna burl.

Colin Mackenzie – Colin started with a 
piece of avocado that had a small crack in the 
bottom.  He kept trying to turn through crack, 
but now, instead of a crack, there is a hole in the 
b bottom.

Howard Cohen – An oak bowl with 
numerous cracks.  He filled many of the cracks 
with a mixture of epoxy and a copper powder 
and finished with Tung oil.

Bob Bowers – Turned a box.  Bob went 
across the street from his house and found a log.  
He turned it really thin which showed up some 
cracks

Jim Benson – Turned a small goblet shaped 
vessel and finished in 50 50.

Becky Frisbee –Created a bracelet helper 
out of Corian.  This device helps to bring the 
bracelet around the wrist and hook it. Alas, it 
developed a crack.  

Bob Tang – A black acacia bowl.  Bob 
explained that this was a good example of taking 
the last final cut and getting a catch.  The bowl 
came apart and he then glued it back together.  

Herb Green – An alabaster eggcup.  The 
alabaster was full of fractures.  This piece was 
originally a goblet and the top, which, in Herb’s 
words, “went to hell “.  So it became an eggcup, 
which he created by making a tenon to which he 
epoxied a stand – ergo an eggcup.  Herb intends 
to cut it apart and do inlay work.

Phil Roybal – A natural edge Manzanita 
bowl.  The color in this piece is almost purple.  

    CraCked
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Harry Levin – A decorated bowl.  The 
decoration on the rim of his bowl is made 
from cracked eggshells.  Harry used, of 
course, free-range chicken eggs.  The bowl 
itself is probably myrtle.

Michael Wiley – A poplar bowl.  The 
poplar was cracked and Michael filled the 
cracks with coffee grounds.  

Jim Gott – A cherry goblet.  This small 
goblet, created from a cherry branch, did not 
crack until after it was completed – the next 
day.  The goblet is finished with one coat of 50 
50

Dick Pickering – An olive hollow vessel.  
Dick turned a piece with the pith and it, 
amazingly, did not crack!  So he put I t in the 
microwave to dry and his problem was solved.  
Dick first tried microwaving for 10 seconds 
and then 30 seconds – it cracked.  The vessel 
caught while buffing so that now it has both 
deliberate and accidental cracks.

Oscar Wittrock – A natural edge walnut 
candleholder, there are cracks everywhere.  

Ron Geren – An “apple” bowl.  Ron 
told the story of a golden delicious apple tree 
given to he and his wife when they moved into 
their San Jose home 35 yrs ago.  Last year the 
tree was attacked by carpenter bees, which 
burrowed 3 feet into the heart of the tree trunk.  
Ron discovered Amorphous burl at the bottom 
of the tree trunk and turned the bowl from that.    
He also showed a piece of the burl as it was 
before being turned.

John Whittier – A Manzanita bowl.   As 
John went thinner a piece came off which 
repaired with epoxy and brass.   The bowl is 
finished with 50 50.

Tom Schmida – Mulberry Bowl.  From a 
piece of fruitless mulberry, Tom turned a bowl, 
put it in the microwave and turned it some 
more.

President’s Challenge continued from page 3
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       Clockwise from top left:   

     Rich Johnson – No Pics: Rich showed a piece of pistachio 
wood from Fresno, Note:  This is not pistache. Rich showed 
both a finished bowl and a raw piece of wood.  Second, Rich 
showed us his new video camera.  Rich is playing outside with 
his trains and he was asked to make a video.  He got on EBay 
and found a video camera for $100.  It I pretty small, but the 
video is HD and it accepts an SD card.  The brand is Silicon 
Valley Peripherals and it I made locally.
    Bob Tang –Three different bowls.   One bowl was English 
oak burl.  The second bowl is wild plum.  And the third bowl 
is juniper, which came out thicker than he wanted.  The juniper 
bowl is not finished yet; otherwise it would have qualified for 
February’s President’s challenge,  “with holes”.
    Herb Green – Broken soapstone/walnut.  This is a large 
walnut bowl from Los Gatos.  The bottom got too thin which 
turned into a safety lesson. Herb was going to part it off instead 
of saw a piece of finished soapstone.  He used a jamb chuck so 
it wouldn’t fall.  But when he turned it on the lathe, he forgot to 
check the speed.  $48 worth of soapstone.  Check your speed!
    Harry Levin  – Natural edge walnut bowl.  This bowl was 
created from a piece of walnut turned while it was green.  Harry 
used a Fordham reciprocating power chisel on sapwood lines of 
the bowl.  This gives it a more primitive look.  This was done a 
after he hollowed the inside of the bowl.  It is finished with Deft 
semi gloss spray.
    Becky Frisbee – Key (or pull) chain made from corian.  Also 
assorted wood key chains or pulls.
    Jim Benson – Assorted vase, lidded boxes, bowls, and 
weed pot.   The vase was turned from spalted pear.  For the 
vase, Kent did the outside and Jim did the hollowing.  The 
vase was finished with 50 50 and renaissance wax.  Weed pot.  
Laminated.  A small lidded box from sycamore finished in 50 
50.  A 2nd lidded box from Jasper stone also finished with 50 
50. One box has a finial; iron wood and maple finished with 50 
50.  A lidded box from beach driftwood, slightly spalted, top 
and bottom are different woods.  Stone is creazy (?) base out of 
Mexico.
    Scott Landon – Two bowls; the first bowl is made from 
spalted maple provided by his brother back East.    Secondly, 
a square sided bowl with a soapstone rim piece on a section of 
walnut.  Scott said that he worked on the rim for 3 or 4 months.  
He would pick it up and it would fall apart.  He glues it back 
together and does it again.  6 or 7 times.
    Kent Mosley – Weed pots, Box, Bowls, Hollow from.  Olive 
natural edge bowl without a crack. A lidded box, rosewood 
and African black wood finial.  Weed pots turned from juniper.  
Kent finished the box with lacquer then 1 coat of wipe on poly.  
He put it in the oven at 90 degrees but fell asleep so it cracked.  
Finished hollowing a piece of Monterrey Cyprus.  Another 
vessel hollowed from black acacia.
   Colin Makensie – A small, thin-walled (consistent thickness) 
Black acacia bowl.  Colin pointed out that he was following 
rich’s admonishment for thickness consistency.  The wood was 
really wet but does not distort.
    Tom Schmida – A spurtle (TREEN) for stirring porridge 
or oatmeal.  This kind of utensil is popular in Scotland and 
Scandinavia.  The wood is maybe almond.

Show and Tell
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The mallet design is pretty much out of his head 
as he begins turning.  He marked the center then used 
dividers to mark equi-distance from the pre-drilled hole.  
He then makes tenons on each end and marks off 3/8” 
for pads.  The hole is drilled about a 1 inch deep.  He 
glues the handles in even though it is fancier to employ 
a through hole, a v groove, and a wedge.

On the handle, it is important to get a good fit in the 
mallet hole.  Based on a 7/8” hole he then uses a 7/8 
wrench to size the diameter of the handle.  Then what 
remains to be done is to make it look good and feel 
good in your hand.  Dave puts grip marks in the handle 
and uses dividers to mark equal spacing then a skew to 
make the v grooves.

Dave Davel demo continued from 
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 

you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
David Feind (408) 386-3605
feinddj@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Kent Mosley (510) 745-7648
kentmosley@yahoo.com

Bob Tang bowl
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

Home and Garden show April 3-5
Summer Picnic coming up.

David Fiend 
(VP/Programs)

cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

Kent Mosley (LIbRaRIaN)
Everything available in the library 

is listed on the yahoo group site.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Sew-on patches are $5. Be sure 
to wear your SVW insignia when you 
work shows such as the Woodworking 
show as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a 

club member needs a get-well card, 
a new-member info packet, or some 
other contact from the club.

Other Business
    Hartville Tools is offering 

20% member discounts if we pass 
along our club roster. If you don’t 
want your name released, put your 
name on the opt out list in the data-
base section of our Yahoo group site. 
   

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE
* Jool Tool Sharpening system with all accessories $200
* Thin Blade Parting tools - $20
* Loggers / fishing gloves - $3
* Shop hanging Paper towel holders - $5
* Mirca sand paper $16 per box 
   80 grit is $17.

* Sanding disk punching $5 per box.

408 254-8485
Rich @latheart.com

Oneway 10 x 18 Lathe with stand.  Like picture below.

Various accessories

$1200.00 OBO

Jack Todd
408-984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

April … “Treen”
May … “Toy” … 
June … “Natural edged”… 
July … “Glue-up”
August …”Repaired” … 
September … “Craft Item” … 
October … “Legged”…  
November … “Not Footed”
December … “Seasonal”.

Club Picnic
  Saturday July 18
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A green bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2009 chaLLENgES

April is “Treen”

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


