
Mike Lanahan 
Getting the most from your digital images 

Synopsis by 

Colin Mackenzie 

 

Mike introduced 

his presentation 

by stating that 

there has been a 

lot of information 

over the years 

about how to take 

pictures of your 

work but little or 

nothing how to 

improve your 

pictures after the fact. 

 

Mike told us not to take notes, as his power point 

presentation was already available on the web 

(Yahoo! Groups/SVWoodturners/Files > 

Handouts & Misc. Info/Digital Image Edit-

ing.pdf) so put away your pen and paper. Sit back 

and relax 

 

Then followed Mike’s Presentation using Power 

Point with many added remarks to emphasize his 

main points. 

 

It was pointed out that one should avoid over-

doing the enhancements and ending up with a 

picture that is a distortion of the original subject.  

 

It’s okay to change the aspect ratio to fit personal 

needs as well as adjusting white balance, color 

saturation and to soften and remove blemishes of 

faces. 

 

Eliminating flaws should also be an aim. Use the 

raw files as much as possible s they have more 

information. A white or grey card is helpful in 

setting up the correct col-

ors under the 

lighting that 
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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 10/3 

Segmented Symposium,  

at Lake Tahoe 10/18-21 

Olive Hyde Show 11/30 

Holiday Party 12/5 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and West Bay 

Woodturners are jointly presenting an all-day 

demonstration by Tom Wirsing, past president 

and current board member of AAW.  The 

demonstration will be on Friday, November 9th 

at Jim Laflin's Shop, 18582 Allendale Ave., 

Saratoga, CA 95070. The demonstration will 

run from 9:00 until 4:00 and the cost is $30.00. 

  

All proceeds, after travel expenses, from this demo, and Tom's 

three other Northern California club demonstrations, will be do-

nated to the AAW to help offset the loss AAW incurred from the 

San Jose Symposium 

  

Tom will be demonstrating the art of turning a large platter from 

figured wood. His notes are shown on page 10. 

 

 

Plans are set for our annual Holiday Party for December 5th 

(normal club meeting day) 7 PM.  We will have dinner at The 

Old Spaghetti Factory at 51 N. San Pedro San Jose. 1-408-288-

7488.  Cocktail hour starts at 6:30pm and after dinner we will 

have our usual gift exchange.  Gift theme: “For the Shop, or From 

the Shop.”  

Spouses or sig-

nificant others 

are very wel-

come.  We will 

have room for 

minions.  Sign 

up soon on Ya-

hoo Groups/

Database section.  

See you all there. 

Continued on page 8 

http://f1.grp.yahoofs.com/v1/AAtZUG58-ivANf4Z3Ar8-StY3o1O570AarLigRWkQ7iNMZv25N6uIf960f3rxIz8AajaJ0h42JwvZe37ZnNjQ5YRzVKN5ZGsWG5S580gDzOLp3v8/Handouts%20and%20Misc.%20Information/Digital%20Image%20Editing.pdf
http://f1.grp.yahoofs.com/v1/AAtZUG58-ivANf4Z3Ar8-StY3o1O570AarLigRWkQ7iNMZv25N6uIf960f3rxIz8AajaJ0h42JwvZe37ZnNjQ5YRzVKN5ZGsWG5S580gDzOLp3v8/Handouts%20and%20Misc.%20Information/Digital%20Image%20Editing.pdf
http://f1.grp.yahoofs.com/v1/AAtZUG58-ivANf4Z3Ar8-StY3o1O570AarLigRWkQ7iNMZv25N6uIf960f3rxIz8AajaJ0h42JwvZe37ZnNjQ5YRzVKN5ZGsWG5S580gDzOLp3v8/Handouts%20and%20Misc.%20Information/Digital%20Image%20Editing.pdf
http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Ard Sealy 

 

For those that were unable to attend the Septem-

ber meeting, you missed a great demonstration 

by Mike Lanahan on the use of Adobe Pho-

toshop    Lightroom to improve our digital pho-

tographs.  The Presidents Challenge of a Tray 

was interesting.  Although I judged some of the 

turnings as not meeting the requirement, I was 

overruled by the membership.  All and all it was 

a fun time for all, with some outstanding turn-

ings. 

 

At the October meeting the general membership 

will nominate officers for 2013.  Checking with Herb, he has not 

been able to locate a member willing to be Vice President.  This a 

very key position as it also is the program coordinator.  When I 

joined the Club and was new to turning, I volunteered to be the 

VP.  From experience, I can say that I learned a lot about 

woodturning that year and gained several friendships.  So, if you 

don’t think you know enough about woodturning to be VP, I say 

you are wrong.  The membership body helps the 

VP no matter their skill level. 

 

Still no word from the IRS on our tax exempts 

filing.  I checked with other club going through 

the same process, and they are also waiting.   

 

October’s challenge is fluted.  The fluting pro-

cess of a turned shape can be done by any meth-

od you desire, hand carved, by using a router, an 

ornamental mill or any other method.  The re-

quirement is a turned piece that is fluted. 

 

November meeting will be busy.  On the agenda 

is election of 2013 officers, President’s Challenge for both No-

vember and December and our meeting program.   

 

 

Keep turning, 

 

Ard Sealy 
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Join us Wednesday, October 3 (the FIRST Wednesday of  the 

month), at 7 P.M., The Eagle Aerie, 1036 Lincoln Ave., San 

Jose, CA 95125, located between Willow and Coe on the East 

side of the street.  There is parking on both sides of the building, 

on the street and across the street from the funeral home.     

 

Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, and Ea-

gle Aerie Donation.  We learn by sharing.  

October President's Challenge: Fluted.   Please register your 

entry online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM 

the day of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  Charlie Belden will turn miniatures.  Our one and 

only Charlie Belden will be presenting his method for turning 

miniature hollow forms with a blended finials at next month's 

meeting. Charlie has been producing articles and YouTube videos 

as he perfects his technique of small scale turning. 

 

Be sure to check out the following links and then come and ask 

Charlie to demonstrate and clarify anything that mystifies you 

about his technique. 

 

http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/

TutorialFiles/Minis5_HollowFormMethod.html 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaxbfEaz11M 

 

http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/

HFsWfinials/BlendedFinialToHF/

HollowFormWBlendedFinial.gif 

 

 
 

For those who would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we have been going to Jake's of Willow Glen.  They're a 

pizza place, but also have a large selection of sandwiches, wraps 

and salads. Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  

Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of the Eagle 

Aerie, on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 Lincoln Ave. We 

start showing up at Jakes at 5:30 PM. 

 

Future Meeting Attractions: 

 October - Jim Benson on Air Brushing 

 December - Holiday Party at the Old Spaghetti Factory  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/TutorialFiles/Minis5_HollowFormMethod.html
http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/TutorialFiles/Minis5_HollowFormMethod.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaxbfEaz11M
http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/HFsWfinials/BlendedFinialToHF/HollowFormWBlendedFinial.gif
http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/HFsWfinials/BlendedFinialToHF/HollowFormWBlendedFinial.gif
http://web.hypersurf.com/~charlie2/Turning/Miniatures/HFsWfinials/BlendedFinialToHF/HollowFormWBlendedFinial.gif
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com
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By Phil Roybal 

 

Well known segmented woodturner Mal-

colm Tibbetts offers this 7th in his video 

series, focused on an early interest of his—

wooden jewelry.  

Laminated Wafer Earrings  - Tibbetts 

begins by showing us how he slices thin 

leaves of various woods, glues them up in 

packs, and cuts them into discs. Then he 

uses a live center in the tailstock to press 

each disc against a waste block faced with 

double-sided tape on a faceplate for turn-

ing. Once the tape has grabbed, he re-

moves the tailstock. 

Tibbetts faces the surface layer (holly in 

his demo) then incises grooves with a shop

-made parting tool. He cuts each groove 

through the holly to the ebony layer be-

neath it, profiles the edges of the grooves, 

cuts a little groove in the outside rim, and 

sands the whole thing with a #320 sanding 

mop. Then he makes a second, matching 

piece.   With one side complete on each 

piece, he makes a jam chuck to hold the 

finished side while he turns the back and 

incises decorative grooves. Then he sands, 

removes the pieces from the chuck, and 

finishes with Deft spray lacquer. 

Tibbetts winds 20-gauge (.032”) silver 

wire around the groove in the outside of 

each disc to form a ring, which he can then 

attach to a pendant chain or ear wire. 

 

Laminated Wafer  - For his second lami-

nation demo, he turns four identical discs 

as above, and puts them into four holes 

drilled into an MDF faceplate. He faces 

and sands the whole assembly, and again 

incises grooves through the top layer, re-

vealing the layer beneath. Tibbetts reverses 

the blanks in the jam chuck, rotating each 

90 degrees, and again incises grooves 

through to the next layer. This creates a 

latticework, similar to one of Hans Weiss-

flog’s lattice boxes. 

 

Tibbetts takes us through polka dot brace-

lets, Indian blanket designs, pen blank 

beads, and a host of other design ideas, all 

of which would make great gifts for those 

who appreciate jewelry. 

 

As with all of Tibbetts’ videos the produc-

tion values are high, with good close-ups 

and clear sound. Tibbetts is a good teacher 

and a pleasure to watch.  

 

Check this out, 

from the SVW 

Library. 

 

From the SVW Library 

Lessons in Segmented Woodturning, by 

Malcolm Tibbetts,  vol. 7: Jewelry #182 



 

President’s Challenge 
 

“Tray” 
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Ard Sealy - Serving 

Tray, Sequoia Red-

wood with handle area, 

1 1/2" H 14 1/2" D, 

with 50/50 finish and 

buffed 

Bob Gerenser - Petit Tray 

of European Beech has 

breadboard ends.  Finished 

with Wipe-on Poly over 

Sealcoat 

Brian Havens - 19" Quartersawn 

Red Oak Tray. Finish: BLO and 

Beeswax 

Colin Mackenzie - Tray 

with carved edges. 

Grapefruit with 50:50 

finish.  Carving by wife, 

Thelma 

Herb Green - Norfolk Island 

Pine serving tray, wipe on 

poly finish 

Brian Havens - Make-up, 

pencil pot turned on 4 axes; 

wood: Japanese Tree Lilac; 

finish: Beall buff  
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Becky Frisbee - Cognac 

tray, Bamboo from a recy-

cled toilet lid, crystal coat.  

August makeup, Letter 

opener and magnifier, 

Jim Benson - pine serv-

ing tray, Amber Shellac. 

Jim Gott - Cordial tray of 

figured maple, finished 

with 3 coats Wipe-on Poly. 

Johnny Alias - Spanish Cedar 

Serving tray, sanding sealer and 

50/50 

Marcus Moody - 

Mahogany Serv-

ing Tray with 

handles. Finish 

50/50 Lacquer 

Mike Lanahan - Serving tray, 

from zebrawood, with seg-

mented rim, finished with 

poly. 13 1/2" x 1" 

Scott Landon - No info 

provided 
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Thelma Mackenzie - 

A study in learning 

carving. Woods vari-

ous from beginning to 

current potpourri pro-

ject 

Jim Benson - Small wood 

bowl, wood--pretty,mylands 

sanding sealer,EEE,Shellawax 

 Bracelet helpers,various 

woodcs, mylands sanding seal-

er, EEE, mylands high friction 

finish. 

Bob Gerenser - Chatter tool 

patterned after Bonnie 

Klein's has CA finish. 

17" Longworth Chuck is 

made of 1/2" Baltic Birch 

Brian Havens - Shop made alternative 

chuck for small spindle work 

Colin Mackenzie plus Thelma Mackenzie - 1. What to do 

with surplus bowls—make pin cushions 

Herb Green - Lemon 

wood wedding gob-

let, melemine lac-

quer finish 
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Grant Beech, 1273 Carrie Lee Way, San Jose, CA 95118 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

By Mike Lanahan 

The final chapter of my compressor failure is in the book.  My 

failed & recalled compressor rode off into the sunset, paid for by 

the recall.  The whole replacement process took over 2 months, 

and was ultimately comprised of many steps: 

 Reading compressor reviews, which are contradictory 

 Shopping for the compressor 

 Cajoling Bob to help me bring it home.  Thanks Bob! 

 Deciding were to put it 

 Removing 2 cabinets for air line installation and compressor 

placement 

 Painting 2 walls in the shop where a cabinet was and where 

the air lines will make painting it later a real pain 

 Researching air line materials 

 Research auto-drain attachments to drain moisture from the 

tank.  (decided against auto-drain, for now) 

 Hard plumbing in air lines, like I should have years ago 

 Wiring the 220V line to the compressor 

 Breaking in the compressor 

 Pressurizing and leak checking the lines 

 Research & order thread sealant 

 Installing regulators and quick disconnect fittings.   

 

I installed a ball valve at the output of the compressor, which 

allowed me to pressure test the compressor before the air lines 

were plumbed.  I pressurized the tank, and turned the pressure 

switch off, so it won’t recharge when the pressure drops.  It is 

normal for the pressure to drop from the empty tank charge, and 

fluctuate from day to night, due to temperature changes.  But to 

my surprise, there was a small pressure drop over several days.  

Leak checking is easily done with a little dishwashing (not dish-

washer) liquid added to water, dripped onto all the connections.  

Leaks you can’t hear show up as bubble machines.  I was glad to 

see all the factory connections were solid.  My connection going 

into the shut off valve was producing some bubbles.  Some of the 

factory fittings used a sealant, while I used Teflon tape.  More 

research.  My solution—order Loc-

tite 545 Thread Sealant, designed for 

pneumatic/hydraulic fittings, and non

-fouling.  I’ve used a LOT of Teflon 

tape on threaded joints.  There are 

right ways to use Teflon tape, and 

wrong ways, and feel I know and use 

the proper techniques, but still had a 

small leak.  The Loctite has been 

foolproof, with sufficient time to set.  

I think for compressed air they rec-

ommend 1 hr, and for hydraulics 24 

hours. 

 

I always struggle to spend time 

working on the shop, instead of in it.  

But, now that I’ve been forced to 

work on infrastructure, I have to say I’ll really enjoy the noise 

reduction, and easier access to compressed air. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Continued from page 1 

 

under the lighting that you are using in a 

particular scene. 

 

Raw images are important when the pic-

ture leaves much to be desired as there is 

more room to manipulate the photograph. 

 

There was a brief discussion of the various 

computer programs that are available to 

manipulate pictures. They vary in their 

complexity from Photoshop to the relative-

ly inexpensive Lightroom® by Adobe that 

Mike prefers using. 

 

The subject of histograms was introduced 

and their usefulness explained. There was 

a brief discussion of the different tools 

available to aid 

in manipula-

tion. He pointed 

out the ones 

that he relied on 

most of the 

time. 

 

Mike then went 

from the gen-

eral to the par-

ticular by illus-

trating how 

exposure ad-

justment can 

improve a pic-

ture in this ex-

ample he used a 

histogram to 

vary the black 

and white of an 

image 

 

He introduced a book that is fun to read at 

the same time giving valuable information 

to help the layperson. (Book: is by Scott 

Kelby, Lightroom 2 Book for Digital Pho-

tography: published by New Riders Press) 

 

Next he showed how to use the crop tool to 

its best advantage illustrating the cropping 

of a wooden mouse. He used the same 

mouse to show how the exposure, color 

and shadow tool is used.  

 

These same tools were demonstrated on 

the portrait of a recent woodturning de-

monstrator, J. Paul Fennell. 

 

These same tools may be used to remove 

distracting items in the photograph such as 

a thermostat on a wall.  The more the im-

age fills the screen the better. In our News-

letter this is often exaggerated because of 

the need to maximize the use of space. 

 

The next item he used for his presentation 

was a capped bowl where he showed the 

use of sharpening for the first time. Too 

much sharpening may often worsen the 

image. On this image he showed how the 

computer program 

keeps a history of 

everything that has 

been done from the 

beginning and how 

one may backtrack 

to return to an earlier 

state. A question 

from the floor asked 

Mike to demonstrate 

the clone tool.  He 

used it to remove an 

unattractive high-

light on the bowl.  A 

voice from the floor 

noted that this was 

why when the Newsletter comes out the 

piece on one’s shelf does not look as good 

as the picture of it in our Newsletter. 

 

The next item discussed was a goblet with 

a white bell with a brown stem and the 

problems encountered with contrasting 

colors. In this he showed how to apply a 

previous set of parameters (see photos of 

goblets on page 1). This brought up the 

subject of presets that may be used in a 

similar set of circumstances. 

 

A mediocre picture of a club Christmas 

Party was used to show how a mediocre 

picture 

could be 

made 

accepta-

ble for 

use in a 

newslet-

ter.  The 

picture 

illustrat-

ed the 

problem 

encountered when using flash, where there 

is a deep depth of field. The foreground of 

the picture was overexposed while the 

background was under-exposed. It was 

shown how the different exposures could 

be equalized.  

 

Getting back to the subject of the differ-

ence between a .jpg and a raw file. Again 

the goblet picture was used to demonstrate 

a quite remarkable difference, with the 

same pictures side by side. One a .jpg and 

the other a raw picture side-by-side. The 

difference could be readily seen on the 

projected images. The raw picture was 

markedly better looking than the sister .jpg 

of the same image. 

            JPEG                            Raw 

 

The presentation was ended with a rousing 

round of applause. 
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I have often been embar-

rassed and dismayed to ar-

rive home full of my day to 

find that Thelma is excited 

about having spent all day 

rearranging our furniture.  

 

Sadly I only noticed the 

rearrangement when some 

hours later I was shocked 

out of my socks by a special 

kind of comment from 

Thelma that draws my at-

tention to the changed 

house. Of course my day is undone and I vow never again 

to cross the threshold without taking an inventory on enter-

ing our house. Unfortunately I am not that good at making 

resolutions—it has happened more than once. 

 

Woodturners too— often forget basic rules! One of these 

basic rules is properly preparing wood for turning.  

 

A common method of securing wood for turning is to at-

tach a tenon that can be grasped by a four-jawed-chuck.  

 

Are you like many who have never given a thought to the 

size of the perfect circle that those jaws circumscribe? If 

you measure carefully you will find that the perfect circle is 

NOT the smallest diameter that the jaws of the chuck can 

muster but some measurement that is quite a bit larger than 

this measurement. 

 

For firmness of grip and safety, the tenon that a woodturner 

crafts for his chuck should be as near as possible to that 

perfect circle whether he is using the internal or external 

diameter of the chuck. Note here that when a chuck is set 

for the internal perfect circle it is not set correctly for the 

external circle—this is a completely different measurement. 

The easiest way to translate these dimensions to your tenon 

is to have a set of calipers made out of a flat piece of stock 

that is set to the different diameters. Maybe these diameters 

are listed in the instruction book to your chuck but I, like 

you have yet to read the instructions. Adjusting the jaws in 

and out while carefully measuring the diameters prescribed 

by the jaws of the circle north and south, east and west will 

easily disclose the required measurements. Reproduce these 

measurements on your flat piece of stock. Using the home 

made caliper, you will never again be caught out by wood  

 

leaving your chuck because of your failure to ensure that 

the jaws make contact with the tenon throughout its circum-

ference. 

 

So, keep out of trouble in your woodturning by crafting 

accurate tenons to fit your chucks, and by carefully taking 

an inventory of your furniture when you arrive home to 

find your dear wife has an expectant look on her face and 

seems exhausted by something or other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footnote: The Axminster Chuck has markings on it to show 

when its jaws prescribe a perfect circle.  This is a marking 

that should be adopted by all chuck makers. 

 

It doesn’t have to be  fancy.  Narrowest distance is the 

diameter of tenon—nothing special just cut it out free-

hand on a band saw.  It is best to have the area beyond the 

narrowest point to be wider, just like on a set of metal 

calipers.  

Do You Overlook the Obvious? 
By Colin Mackinzie 
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Turn a Perfect Platter 
 

The purpose of this demonstration is threefold: 

 

1. To demonstrate turning techniques which will allow every woodturner to “fine tune” 

the shape (form) of a platter 

2. To demonstrate techniques to eliminate tearout even with difficult highly figured 

woods. 

3. To demonstrate the process steps required to turn a large-diameter platter 

 

 

Process steps to turn a large platter (15 inch or greater diameter): 

 

1. Mount the blank workpiece on a faceplate.  A 15 inch diameter blank should be a minimum 

of about 2 inches thick.  The faceplate provides a very secure mounting which minimizes vibration. 

2. Set the lathe drive pulleys to the lowest speed (RPM) range.  When turning a large platter, torque is more important than speed, 

and the lathe will generate greater torque when the drive pulleys are set to their lowest speed range.  

3. True the outer 3 to 4 inches of the upper face of the platter (the face on which the faceplate is mounted).  This establishes the 

location of the upper face of the platter, which you must do before beginning to shape the bottom of the platter. 

4. Remove some of the excess wood around the outer 3 to 4 inches of the bottom face of the platter to better balance the workpiece 

and reduce vibration. 

5. True the outer rim of the platter, making sure to remove enough material to eliminate all flat spots around the rim. 

6. Cut the foot, and the recess by which the platter will later be remounted to turn the upper face.  Cutting the recess accurately is a 

critical operation.  If accurately cut, the recess need be only slightly greater than 1/16 inch deep.  The diameter of the recess 

should be just large enough for the fully-closed dovetail jaws of the chuck to fit into it.  This will ensure that when the jaws are 

expanded into the recess, the contact area between the jaws and the wood is maximized.  Use a scraper to cut the recess.  Grind 

the scraper to the same profile as the dovetail jaws so the shape of the recess exactly matches the shape of the jaws.  Leave the 

area inside of the recess unfinished.  It will be turned last.  

7. Cut the area from the foot to the rim, creating a smooth ogee curve, leaving the rim approximately 3/8 inch thick. 

8. Scrape the area from the foot to the rim to remove any irregularities and tearout.  Resharpen the scraper frequently.  Only the 

burr should be cutting, and when the burr is worn away, the scraper will produce more damage than good.  Careful scraping will 

dramatically reduce sanding.  Sand the area from the foot to the rim.   

9. Remove the platter from the faceplate.  Drill a guide hole at the center of the upper face of the platter to a depth within approxi-

mately ½ inch of the underside.  The hole will provide a visual indicator of remaining thickness as the upper face of the platter is 

being turned.  Remount the platter on the chuck with dovetail jaws, using the recess created in step 6. 

10. Turn the upper face of the platter.  Scrape the entire surface to “fine-tune” the shape and remove any irregularities and tearout.  

Sand.    

11. Turn the platter back over.  Remount it using either a vacuum chuck or Cole jaws.  (It may be easier to accurately center the plat-

ter using Cole jaws.)  Turn the area inside the foot, turning away the recess, and creating an attractive bottom.  Scrape as neces-

sary to remove any irregularities and tearout.  Sand.  Sign.  Finish. 

 

Tom Wirsing, July 2012 

 

For more information on Tom and his turning, go to his web site: http://www.thomaswirsing.com/ 

 

Friday November 9th  WBW/SVW Demo (Saratoga) 

Saturday November 10th   BAWA Demo (Castro Valley) 

 

Tom is not accepting a fee for his demonstration; but rather is asking that the proceeds go to AAW to help cover the San Jose Sym-

posium losses.  The minimum donation to AAW should be $400, but whatever is collected over his travel fees will to go to AAW. 

 

http://www.thomaswirsing.com
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Two Box Joint Jigs for Sale -  

One is a Rock-

ler Box Joint 

Jig, used a cou-

ple of times and 

is on sale at 

Rockler for $60 

today, was orig-

inally about 

$85.   

 

The other one is 

a combination 

of two box joint 

jigs and was 

$60. 

  

Will sell each 

for $40, or $70 for both. Contact Lonnie 

Hurst, e-mail: lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 
Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 

numbered, with center holes— Select a 

disk size appropriate to the size blank you 

want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to the log 

with a wood screw, and cut outside  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the disk with the saw for an optimally 

sized and shaped turning blank.   These 

sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment by 

1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, de-

pending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), 

$14, or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you 

don’t use anymore, just laying around the 

shop taking up space.   

E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Tru-Grind Sharpening Jig 

Jam Proofing 
By Mike Lanahan 

 

Several times I would be sharpening a 

gouge with the Tru-Grind jig, and find the 

gouge was moving, even though I had 

tightened the jig.  This messes up your 

grind, costing even more time and valuable 

tool steel to get back to the grind you want.   

It took a while to figure out the brass plate 

that secures the gouge was rotating in the 

slot it was supposed to slide in, and I was 

sometimes tightening the jig to itself, not 

the gouge.  To make it self-center in the 

opening, I removed the brass plate, and on 

a grinder beveled the edges that lead into 

the slot into which it is supposed to slide.  

Now it doesn’t jam anymore. 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you’d like to 

share? Have a problem for which you 

need advice?   

 

Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this 

section to MikeLan@aol.com 

Lumpy Paint?  Need a Mixer? 
 

I needed to repaint a wall in my shop, and 

had an unused can of primer.  It was less 

than a year old, but of course the solids 

had all compacted on the bottom of the 

can.  Stir as I may by hand, the best I 

could get was the consistency of cottage 

cheese, and not the smooth kind.  I proba-

bly have a stirrer, but couldn’t find it, and 

was about to make a trip to the hardware 

store to buy another, when the bend-a-coat 

hanger approach seemed more expedient 

and cost effective.  Worked great! 
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for 

 Home & Garden information                          

Sawdust Session information 

Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com


Sept Meeting 9/5/2012 Minutes, by Colin Mackenzie 

 

President Ard Sealy brought the meeting to order promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 

He immediately introduced the one visiting guest Mark Smith of 1513 Ilikai Ave, San Jose. 408-219-7796 

Mark expressed the desire to start woodturning. 

 

President Ard then introduced the evening’s program presenter: Mike Lanahan 

 

Twenty-five members were present to hear the presentation. 

 

Mike introduced his presentation by stating that there has been a lot of information over the years about how to take pictures of your 

work but little or nothing how to improve your pictures after the fact. 

 

The next part of the meeting involved President Ard telling us about the new trailer that he bought on behalf of the club. The im-

provements were detailed. 

 

October is the time for new officers.  A need for a vice president nomination is needed. 

 

Bob Gerenser announced the upcoming events: 

 Joint demonstration with the West Bay club in Saratoga Friday November 9th, $30.  Tom Wirsing, large flat platters.  

 Next month     turning miniatures, December Holiday Part at the Old Spaghetti Factory 

 

Addition to the library was announced by the librarian Lessons in Segmented Woodturning Volume Seven Jewelry by Malcolm Tib-

betts 

 

There was commentary as to what instituted a tray. The President definition was completely supported by the club member’s submis-

sions. 

 

Marcus won the first drawing. Scott Landon won the second drawing. 

 

President Ard announced the October turning to be hollow and fluted. 

 

Bob was on vacation in Alaska and saw some medallions that were made using a chatter tool so he came home and made his own 

chatter tool.  He went to Valley Saw, got a piece of keyhole saw material and he found it worked very well. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 
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Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? Have 

you changed phone numbers? We are trying to update our 

roster and found many things have changed over the year. If 

you have changed, let John Whittier (jwhit10506@aol.com) 

know so that he can update the roster.  

Mark Smith 

mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com


2012 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  

 
V.P./Program Chair Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net

  
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@gmail.com 

(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 

 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Apparel  Currently Open  
 
Ways & Means Currently Open  
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 

 
Promotions Currently Open 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 
still need your help in small-
er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for Chips & Chat-

ter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills and Shaving or Makeup Brushes 

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 Entries must not have been shown before.  

 If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to the following meeting.  

 If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also show the current month’s Challenge piece.  

 Entries must be submitted online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eli-
gible. If you are unable to register, have a fellow member register for you. You have up to two (2) days after the 
meeting to modify or add to the descriptions in the database. What you say is what you get. 

 The president may approve make-ups for extraordinary absence for hardships such as long term illness, or absence 
due to employment, provided all make-ups are made at the first meeting upon the member’s return.  Vacation is not 
accepted as a reason for more than one missed month.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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