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Bob Bley—Woodturning Ap-
plication for a Strobe 
by Dick Westfall 

 
The 
demo 
for the 
evening 
was  
using a 
strobe 
light to 
aid in 

some types of woodturning.  Bob indi-
cated a strobe light could be useful when 
turning natural edge bowls, offset turn-
ing, inside out turning, and dealing with 
end grain tear out.  He also mentioned 
that when turning a bowl, it is only use-
ful for the top edge.  Further, to get max-
imum benefit, there may need to be some 
balancing of the overhead lighting, as 
good results cannot be obtained if the 
lighting is too bright. 
 Bob cautioned that if you are 

subject to seizures, a strobe light should 
not be used because it might trigger a 
seizure.  It might also cause headaches in 

those 
who 
are not 
subject 
to sei-
zures.  
Anoth-
er safe-

ty con-
cern is 
too 
make 
sure the 
object 
is not 
touched 
or 
sanded while the strobe light is on, be-
cause there is an illusion that the wood is 
not turning. 

Continued on page 9. 
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COMING UP! 
Christmas Party 12/4 

Next Meeting 1/8 

Ellsworth March 2014 

 

The only club function left this 
year is the Christmas Party.  We 
will meet on our normal meeting 
night, 7 PM Dec. 4, at Rich & 
Michelle’s, and the meal is provid-
ed by the club.  No Pot Luck wor-
ries on a Wednesday night.  If you 
would like to participate in the 
Yankee Gift Exchange, bring a gift 
(nice enough that you would like to 
receive yourself), from or for the 

shop is always appropriate.  Don’t 
get too attached to the gift you 
open, and be prepared to have gifts 
move from person to person until 
the 3rd owner secures ownership.  
So don’t delay, go to Yahoo 
Groups and sign up quickly so we 
have enough food for all; and to all 
a good night. 

AAW 2012 Award-Winning Newsletter #2 

AAW Membership 
It is that time of the year for AAW 
Membership renewal.  SVW is a 
chapter of AAW, although mem-
bership with the American Associ-
ation of Woodturners is not manda-
tory, it is yet another way to learn 
woodturning techniques and ex-
pand your concept of what is and 
can be done with a lathe, and be-
yond.  I think the magazine, Amer-
ican Woodturner, is worth the 
membership, plus you have access 
to all the back issues online as 
well.  For more info on AAW 
membership, go to: 
www.woodturner.org 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/?utm_source=Membership+renewal+current+11+6+2013&utm_campaign=renewal&utm_medium=email


By Bob Gerenser 
 
 Give thanks and gift yourself.  
Last month I mentioned that we are a 
lucky lot in that we can make unique pre-
sents, something that few folks are able 
to do.  That train of thought led me to 
thinking about other aspects of our hobby 
that I tend to overlook.  We, in our clubs 
and gatherings, are fortunate to have real, 
live friends, not the make-believe kind 
that live in the “cloud”.  
 We also have something to do!  After I retired 
I worked as a consultant on a part time basis and co-
workers would talk to me about their impending re-
tirement.  I’d ask them “what are you going to do 
when you’re retired?”  Often the answer was some-
thing like “I’m going to play more golf” or “I’m going 

to go on long hikes”.  Well, that’s fine, 
was my reply, but what are you going to 
do then?  There is no end to what we 
can do on a lathe and staying active and 
challenged is proving more and more to 
be critical to good health. 
 And since you’re staying active 
and challenged and therefore taking care 
of yourself, you deserve a present. Give 
yourself the gift of a professional 
demonstration, or two, next year.  The 
next time a turning pro that peaks your 

interest is going to be in the area, get to the family cal-
endar and mark your spot.  As I see it, it’s time and 
money well spent. 
 Be well and have a great holiday season! 
 
Bob 
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Join us Wednesday, January 8 (the Second 
Wednesday of  the month, (since the first Wednes-
day is New Year’s Day, this meeting will be one 
week later) at 7:00 P.M., at Rich Johnson's Turn-
ing Center, located behind his home at 14979 Jo-
anne Ave., San Jose.  From Hwy. 680, take the 
McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Jo-
anne Ave.   Bring your chair. 

 
 
2014 Programs: 

January - Rich Johnson will do some turning for 
us.  A more detailed description will appear in the 
December Chips & Chatter. 
 
 Challenges:  Stay tuned.  See the December Chips 
& Chatter for 2014 Challenge list, or better yet, 
come to the Christmas Party for the announce-
ment. 
. 

Dinner before the Meeting:  For those who would 
like to get together for dinner before the meeting, we 
meet at 5:30 PM. at Ana’s Café (Mexican Restaurant) 
in the Toyon Center at McKee Rd and Toyon Ave.  

Smock, Smock! 
 
     Here is a cheap and 
simple trick I've used for 
years, that I just assumed 
everybody knew about it, 
but maybe not.  It works 
well for either sawing or 
turning. 
     Too lazy to throw on a 
smock or shop coat for a 

quick job?  Tired of get-
ting sawdust or chips in 
your shirt pocket?  The 
answer is probably laying 
around your shop some-
where, that roll of blue 
painters tape.  Tear a piece 
off and stick it across the 
opening of the pocket and 
no more chunk of bog 
wood in your pocket after 
the wash.  Plus, there's an 

added bonus.  You can 
write your name on it so if 
you've been out in the 
shop too long, your family 
will know who you are 
when you come back in 
the house. 
 
Dan Grebinski 

Got a slick Tip or Trick 
you’d like to share?  
Have a problem for 
which you need ad-
vice?   
 
Submit or request a Tip 
or Trick to this section 
to MikeLan@aol.com 
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Tom Schmida - Shot 
glass?. very large nut . 
species? 

Rich Johnson - Palm 
Nut Bowls Tagua 
Vase 

Milton West - Tagua 
Nuts, Walnut Tops, 
Antique Oil 

Scott Landon-redwood jars 
50/50 

Dennis Lillis-Toothpick 
holder 

Gary Keogh-Tagua 
vase 
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Johnny Alias - Tagua 
Nut Hollow Form. Hut 
Plastic Polish 

Jim Gott - Tagua nut and 
blackwood vase, lacquer 
finish. 

Mike Lanahan - Walnut 
Nut Bowl, black walnuts, 
Madrone and casting resin. 

John Whittier - Banksia 
pod salt & pepper shak-
ers finished in wipe on 
poly 2 coats 

Colin Mackenzie - Tagua Nut 
hollow forms. Herb Green - Tagua nut vase 

with blackwood base no finish 
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Herb Green - Tagua nut vase with 
burnt ring accents 

Jim Gott - Cocobolo mini-
goblet, lacquer finish. 

Johnny Alias - Chelice 
Acrylic. Hut plastic polish 

Mike Lanahan - Beetle Nut hol-
low form, no finish, just buffed. 

Milton West - 
Acacia, Bowl, 
Antique Oil 

Tom Schmida - goblet. Apple 
wood. finish 50/50 and wood 

Rich Johnson - Beatle 
(sp) nut Mushroom 
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Colin Mackenzie - Black 
Acacia lidded box. 

Scott Landon-redwood 
round 50/50 

Dennis Lillis-Tagua bowl 
(buzzed) 

Gary Keogh-Tagua vase 

Bob Gerenser -  December  - 
Olive Natural Edged Bowl, 
Spray-can Lacquer over Seal-
coat 

Bob Gerenser - No-
vember  - Tagua Nut 
Hollow Form with 
Beatle Nut Collar, 
micromesh finish 
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Mike Lanahan - Maple Burl 
natural edge "cruel" bowl, 
poly finish. 

Tom Schmida - Syca-
more natural edge 
bowl. 50/50, 
EEE,WD 

Oscar Whitrock - Christmas orna-
ments 

Sharod Broadhead  - 
Paduk & Maple bowl 

Scott-mushroom 

John Whittier  - Drink 
mug, 
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Bob Gerenser - Maple Burl 
Plate, Sealcoat and Museum 
Wax finish 

Colin Mackenzie - good 
luck bamboo holder 

The array of turnings submitted for Bob’s “Picnic Challenge”.  Judging was performed 
by Bob assessing internal volume, filling with dry rice.  Largest volume takes all 25 
“volume” points.  Glenn Krueg assesses artistic merit, and assigns up to 75 points.  Sub-
missions were blind, but the participants were Brian Havens, Rich Johnson, Mike Lana-
han, Dennis Lillis, and Colin Mackenzie (not in the order of the hollow forms, above). 

Left, Bob awards Mike 
the $100 challenge prize.   
 
 
Right, the voluminous, if 

not lovely, winning entry. 
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Continued from page 1 

Strobe System Components 
 Rare earth magnets 
 Strobe light 
 Hall effects sensor 
 Homemade holder 
 DC power convertor 
 Cable/jack to connect the 
sensor to the strobe light 

Bob indicated that the components 
can be put together for about $100.   
He demonstrated the strobe light on 

a natural edge bowl so the effects of 
the light could be seen on a spin-
ning uneven surface.  As indicated, 
the bowl did not appear to be turn-

ing, and presented a clear point as 
to where to begin a cut.  Perhaps 
the strobe light has somewhat lim-
ited use, but it was clear how valua-
ble it would be in these sorts of ap-
plications.  It was also suggested 
that the strobe light needs to be po-
sitioned properly for the type of 
turning.  A natural edge bowl 
would require a different location 
than an offset turning, for example. 
 Brian did a demo offset 

turning to show the use of the 
strobe light in this application.  
Here again, the light seemed to pre-
sent the turning as a still object.  
The light did need to be placed in a 
different location from the natural 
edge bowl, to achieve the maxi-

mum benefit.  
 Bob talked a little about his 
dust collection system and the 
moveable holder which he sells.  
The holder was also used to hold 
the strobe light during the demon-
stration. 
Bob can be contacted at:  
rbley@dschnur.com 
See Yahoo Groups/Files/Strobe for 
Lathe, for reference and parts list. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/
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SVW Minutes 11-6-13, by Dick Westfall 
 
Bob called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 
pm.  He then introduced the Bob that was going to be 
the evening’s presenter. Pres.  Bob announced that it 
was AAW membership time and mentioned some of 
the benefits of belonging to that organization.  A head 
count was then taken of those planning to attend the 
West Bay Woodturners’ hosting of the Mark Gardiner 
demo. 
John Whittier was introduced who announced the slate 
of officers for 2013 as shown below: 
 Mike Lanahan – President 
 Dennis Lillis – Vice President 
 Dick Westfall – Treasurer 
 Gary Keogh – Secretary 
A vote was called and the slate was elected. 
Colin spoke about the Christmas party that will be 
held at the regular meeting time in December, and that 
the food expenses will be covered by the Club.  There 
will also be a gift exchange for those wishing to par-
ticipate. 
The November President’s challenge of a “Nut, Pod, 
or Seed” was introduced. 

The December’s President’s challenge of a Miniature 
turning began. 
The Show and Tell segment of the program was start-
ed. 
The break was taken about 8:00 pm with raffle tickets 
being sold for a fine chocolate cornucopia by Macken-
zie’s Chocolate, donated by Thelma and Colin Mac-
kenzie. 
 

For details of the presentation see front page. 

President Bob then discussed the hollow form that was 
supposed to be the picnic challenge.  The entrants 
were judged on aesthetics, overall appearance, and the 
amount of rice it would hold.  The hollow form also 
had to fit in a square box that was previously supplied.  
The winner was Mike Lanahan who took a turned hol-
low form and pressed it square so it would hold more 
rice and still fit in the box. 
The drawing was held for the Mackenzie chocolate 
and it raised $65 for the Club.  There was also a raffle 
for some wood for the ticket holders, who did not win 
the chocolate. 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Lathe 
Brand new 
Delta Midi 46
-460 still in 
box with all 
accessories/
paperwork.  List on Amazon/Web 
$699.  Asking $625 obo. Will de-
liver in the peninsula.  Contact Arin 
Chang: 650-302-8255,  
arinchang@burnwater.com 
 
Lathe—Jet 16-42 for sale.  Contact 
Jim Benson  (831) 475-5615,  
jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
 
Homelite Chainsaw with a 24” bar 
and plastic case.  It was serviced 
and tuned up in August and has 
been run through less than a tank of 
gas since.  $50.00 and it is yours.  
Ard Sealy, asealy@pacbell.net, 

Cell: 916-871-4626 
 
Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk 
Sets, numbered, with center 
holes— Select a disk size appropri-

ate to the 
size blank 
you want to 
bandsaw 
from a log, 
and secure it 
to the log 

through the center hole to the log 
with a wood screw, and cut outside  
the disk with the saw for an opti-
mally sized and shaped turning 
blank.   These sets of 1/4” thick 
MDF disks increment by 1 inch 
from 4” to either 12” or 20”, de-
pending on the set.  4”-12” set 
(shown), $14, or the 4”-20” set, 
$20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 
 turninghands@yahoo.com 

 
Turning 
Smocks,  SVW 
colors.  $30 
(SVW patch not 
included).  Con-
tact John Whitti-
er for details. 
(408) 379-3722,  
 
 
 

turninghands@yahoo.com 
 
Place an add for those pesky tools 
you don’t use anymore, just laying 
around the shop taking up space.   
E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

http://www.burnwater.com
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:MikeLan@aol.com
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Mark Gardner's Demo Nov. 9 
(BAWA) 

By Mike Lanahan 
 

Mark Gardner apprenticed under 
John Jordan, and learned traditional 
hollowing techniques, among other 
skills.  He admitted to not being 

very profi-
cient at tradi-
tional hol-
lowing and 
frustrated 
when a turn-
ing blows up 
late in the 
turning pro-
cess.  He 
learned the split hollowing tech-
nique, has embraced it and shared it 
with turners at both West Bay and 
BAWA.  I am not going into the 
details of his technique here.  I did 
write it up, and at 3 pages was a bit 

tedious for the newsletter, or so I 
was told by Jeanne.  If you want to 
wade through the detailed steps, 
and see what tools and tips I could 
capture from his demo, see the 
summary on Yahoo Groups/Files.  
A few things that come to mind:  
the split vessel hollowing technique 
can make hollowing a large form 
much easier, but does have the 
challenge of hiding the glue joint 
between the halves.  The sequence 
of steps is pretty important, for best 
results.  Joints need to be flat, to 
avoid exposing a glue line when the 
inevitable bit needs to be trimmed 
off the outside after gluing the piec-
es back together.  He makes his 
own thin parting tools, with slick 
threaded inserts for securing the 
blade, and gave his sources for ma-
terials.  His tip of spraying a cloudy 
finished surface with the appropri-
ate solvent has proven successful 
for Herb Green, since the meeting.  
His favorite pneumatic carving 
tool, the one that sounds like you 
took your kitty to the dentist, is 
both reasonably priced, and is more 
pleasant to use for long periods of 
time than the electric reciprocating 
carvers, most of which Mark seems 
to have tried.  Since he does consid-
erable hand carving to remove ma-
terial to define the handles, he has 
developed a “Poor Man’s Tormex” 
system of MDF rings, charged with 
metal polishing compound to keep 

his carving tools scary sharp.  
Without 
this, he 
said he 
would not 
be carving.  
He also 
turned 2 
square 
bowls from a cube glue-up of 2 
boards.  I now know what shape a 

Steinmetz solid is.  
The use of mask-
ing tape, hot glue, 
a 2x4 cradle and a 
disk on a faceplate 
to hold the half 
bicylinder (vault) 

shape while hollowing the bowl 
cavity is a technique that can be 
used on any odd shaped pieces.  As 
usual this demo had many learning 
surprises beyond the expressed top-
ic, and made for an enjoyable day.  
Bob and I also spent Monday in the 
BAWA all day workshop, trying 
our hands at the split hollow form.  
A good 
time was 
had by all. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steinmetz_solid
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 
check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

 

SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE ACROSS THE USA 

Date Symposium Contact Info 

May 15-17, 2014 Utah Woodturning Symposium, Utah Valley 
University campus in the UCCU Events 
Center 

www.utahwoodturning.com 

June 13-15 AAW Symposium, Phoenix AZ  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  
Sawdust Session information.   
Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 
1492 Soquel Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
831-425-1492 
www.mackenziechocolates.
com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  
 
Rich Johnson's  
Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now.  
(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 
2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 
 
President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denlillis@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 
 
Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 
Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 
 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best.  If your name’s not 
in the column at right, we 
still need your help in other 
ways to manage some of the 
club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 
WANTED ad, and we need 
you to respond.  There are 
always things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 
Gerenser to volunteer and 
help make our activities 
happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  
 
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 
must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  
 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 
master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-
menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 
by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 
 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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For a more detailed description of the  2013 President’s Challenges, go to: 
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/

