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Jim gives us freedom

Continued on page 3

 FREEDOM OF DESIGN USING A 7MM SLIMLINE PEN KIT

Jim makes pens from a 7mm slimline pen kit, but tosses the cen-
ter band that comes with the kit, allowing freedom of design way 
beyond the "Virginia Slim" slimline shape. The only trade-off is a 
slightly shorter pen, shorter only by the width of the stock center 
band, about 1/8". One big advantage of this method is that you 
only need one mandrel, one 7mm drill bit, one end mill and one 
set of bushings. It's less to keep straight, rather than having many 
different bits, mandrels and bushings to deal with.
He starts with a pen plank 5 ½” by ¾”  and places a line down 
the center of one side so that he can keep the grains matched 
later.  He uses a sled on his band saw to keep the two halves even 
with a stop on the sled just proud of the length of the brass tube 
which will be glued in later.  
After cutting the blank into two pieces he drills a 7mm hole in 
each.   He has made a hinged clamping tool to grab and hold 
the wood while drilling, made from two small boards bevel cut 
on the table saw, which when put together make a diagonally 
square hole about 3/4" X 3/4".  
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This month’s chal-
lenge is “Sculptured”.  
I am having problems 
with this one.  I don’t 
know what to do!  My 
original intention was 
to get us to think out-
side of the box … 
away from our normal 
way of turning.  That 

said, now what.  What can/do I do?  I got 
all caught up with “sculpture” and took a 
real wrong turn!  Time to regroup and try 
again, I turned a three sided redwood burl 
piece with the third side way out of propor-
tion.  When done it looked silly and was 
not what I expected or really wanted.  So I 
took the Proxon and carved away the third 
side, still silly and dumb looking.  Tossed it 
on the bench and moved on to a bowl, an-
other piece of redwood burl.  Turned a nice 
piece, then I decided to experiment ….  
Out comes the air hammer, I pounded the 
outside of the nice bowl thinking; I might 
do this to the” three sided thing”.  So far 
I have Turned, Hollowed, Rotary carved, 
Hand carved, Sanded, and Air Hammered.  
I am still lookin’ for that “Sculptured” 

thing.  I just don’t know what to do.  I 
sure hope you are having better luck 
with this one than I am.  
The next month’s challenge might be 
a problem for some also….  “Face-
plate” only.  I really mean “Only” so 
pay attention.
The AAW is going through some try-
ing times right now.  We are along for 
the ride at this time.  As information 
has been sent to me I have passed it 
all along.  So we are in a wait and see 
mode.  Some of us are really upset as 
to what we have read, but that said 
right now we can do nothing but wait.  
I have no further information at all.  
Let’s just wait and see …..
I did call the AAW and asked where 
my Resource directory was for 2010.  
I was told they skipped a year and 
there will be another one for 2011.  I 
am sure it is a cost thing but I really 
do not recall and information or mes-
sage on the subject.

Keep it Round …. If you can

PRES SEZ

Next Month...
Join us Wednesday, Aug.4th, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “Sculptured”

In August:
Brian Butler Brings Back Birdhouses 
Briefly



DEMO Continued from page 1

He marks a reference line on one side of the 
square hole.  He mounts each half-blank with 
the reference line oriented to the reference line 
on the clamping fixture. It is important that the 
reference lines are on top where the bit enters 
the wood so that any wavering of the drill bit 
will not affect the grain match at the center of 
the finished pen. He uses a 7mm brad point bit 
for drilling, and references the center point of 
the bit on the center of the end of the blank. 
Jim recommends that the drill press be set to 
max speed for this drilling. 
The high speed of the bit prevents it from 
following the grain of the wood and straying 
off-center.
The next step is to glue in the brass tubes.  He 
likes to use a straw to get glue on the inside 
of the wood.  He then puts three lines of gap-
filling CA glue on the brass tube and inserts in 
into the hole, adjusting the depth of the tube 
by using the top lid of the bottle of glue.It is 
also possible to use polyurethane glue (Gorilla 
Glue) to glue in the tubes. In this case, moisten 
inside the hole of the blank with a Q-tip to help 
the glue expand into the opening. A neat trick 
to keep the polyurethane glue from getting in-
side the brass tube when expanding is to poke 
each end of the tube into a slice of potato. 
When the glue has cured (overnight) it is easy 
to then push out the potato leaving a clean 
inside surface of the tube.
After letting the glue set, adjust the speed of 
the drill press to a much slower speed (maybe 
300 rpm) and using a pen barrel trimmer in the 
drill chuck, and again using the clamp used for 
drilling with the reference lines again matched 
up,  face off each end of the wood until the 
brass tube is exposed. Be careful not to go too 
far. Stop when you first see the shiny brass end 
of the tube.
Now it's time to turn the pen. Mount the two 
halves on the mandrel, matching up the two 
halves of the line made early-on. This assures 
that the grain will match up later. Next, round 
down the blanks with a spindle roughing 
gouge until the rough ends are turned away 
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and the ends are true. At this point you can remove the center bushing or leave it in. Re-
moving it allows you to match the center dimension of both halves exactly for a smooth 
transition between upper and lower barrels.  Leaving it in is fine, too, if you want the 
to halves to be different diameters where they meet, as for a Parker-style pen.  Keep in 
mind the clip end has restrictions of the size of the clip.  Since the clip is designed for 
a straight barrel, if you make the pen too fat  you may run into problems with it being 
too tight on the barrel at the end of the process. It is possible to slightly flex it outward 
when assembling the pen later. The beauty of not using the diameter of the center 
bushing as a guide is that the center of the pen, and thus the shape of the pen, can be 
anything you want. The only critical dimensions are the nib end and the clip end, which 
must match the diameters of the two end bushings.  When you're happy with your 
chosen shape, sand and finish the pens.  There are many different products to finish the 
pens with; Deft lacquer, Hut Crystal Coat, even CA glue.
Remove from the mandrel and assemble the pen parts.  Take care to keep the two 
halves oriented the way you turned them so that the grain will match up at the join at 
the end of the process. You can use the lathe as a vice or a drill press to assemble the 
pen. Jim does it on the lathe, so he made a flat stub to fit into a chuck for one end of the 
vise and turned another stub with a taper to fit into the tailstock. He uses the tailstock 
crank to close the gap between the two "jaws" to press the various metal parts into the 
brass tubes. The clip and end cap go into the end of the barrel top (the skinny end).    
The nib tip then goes into the non matched end of the other piece (the skinny end).  
The transmission should be put in very carefully so as to not get it in too far.  Jim has 
made a jig that is exactly 3 15/16” long using a piece of  wood with a dado running cen-
tered down one side.  The pen barrel fits inside the dado during clamping. He uses this 
to press in the transmission so that the tip of the pen comes out just the right distance, 
3 15/16" from the end of the transmission to the end of the nib of the pen. 
Some design options include wire burning a couple of lines on one side or the other of 
the join of the pen, or using a small piece of contrasting wood during the turning step 
to make a more interesting pen. Watch the grain so as to leave the matching ends to-
gether, in other words, keep the two pieces oriented the way you started throughout 
the process.
Using this method it is possible to make many different designs of pens with the sim-
plest, least expensive pen kit out there, the 7mm Slimline Pen Kit.
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CHECK IT OUT
from the SVW Library

Quick lathe projects
Phil Roybal

Woodturning Projects with Rex and Kip

Internationally known turners 
Rex Burningham and Kip Chris-
tensen have been turning wood for 
well over 50 years. During that 
time they have each made dozens 
of different types of turned proj-
ects. Now you can learn how to 
make these same fun projects by 
following the detailed instructions 
in this first of a series of instruc-
tional videos titled WoodTurning 
Projects with Rex and Kip.

If you’ve watched either of 
these turners at one of the Utah 
Symposiums, you know they have 
an easy-going way about them and 
are very good at describing what 
they’re doing. That comes across in  
the video.

The DVD covers several dif-

ferent projects. The instruc-
tion is fast paced, focusing 
on critical procedures with 
minimal time spent on repeti-
tive processes. Rex and Kip 
demonstrate several chucking 
methods using both chucks 
and home-made chucks, as 
well as show numerous ac-
cessories and various finishes. 
This video introduces a range 
of projects, techniques, and 
woodturning accessories in a 
relatively short period of time. 
It includes extensive menus 
that make it easy to navigate 
through the various steps used 
to make each project.

This is the first volume in 

the series. Additional videos will be 
released in sets of two every year 
or so. Rex and Kip have identi-
fied over 60 projects they plan to 
include in this series, which will 
eventually consist of 10 or 12 
videos. Projects in the first volume 
include Bud Vase, Christmas Orna-
ment, Green Bowl, Spinning Top, 
Wall Clock, and Curly Fries (yes, 
edible ones),

Sound like it might be inter-
esting? Check it out in the SVW 
Library. It’s item #143.
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

    Sculptured
1.    Thelma presented for Colin Mackenzie - with 
a total question mark on the type of wood she 
had done beautiful wood burning on this piece 
to decorate it.  Also used Black ink and Rocks.

2. Grant Beech showed a Harry Potter wand 
which has a spiral handle (technique learned 
from Scott).  Wagner texturing tool used in the 
middle and the tip dimpled with a rotary Dre-
mel type tool with a sanding cone (technique 
learned from Jim Gott).

3. Ard Sealy presented a Cherry bird’s eye 
bowl with a textured band at the top with a Sor-
by texturing tool finished with lacquer 50/50.

4. Herb Green showed his 3 axis offset maple 
bowl with texture on top and edge.

5. Phil Roybal made a necklace of Honduras 
Mahogany textured with a carver’s tool and fin-
ished with wipe on poly.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 6

6. Dick made a stamp dispenser using a bolt from 
the bottom, slanted the slot at an angle and textured 
with a sorby texturing tool then decorated it with a 
black felt pen.

7. Jim Benson presented a candle holder which 
was knurled with a tool and decorated with a felt 
pen.

8. Bob G showed his Mimosa wood bowl which as 
textured with a pneumatic chisel.

9. Harry Levin’s walnut bowl was textured with a 
foredom chisel then finished with spray lacquer.

10. Dean Adkins black acacia hanging planter was 
textured with Sorby & Wagner texturing tools with 
twisted bare copper electrical wire added for hang-
ing.

11. Johnny Alias made a drift wood bowl textured 
with a wire brush.  
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President’s Challenge continued from page 7

Johnny also brought a makeup piece for Multi-
Axis

12. Mike Lanahan started with his makeup 
piece from last month, a Multi-axis Black wal-
nut razor handle.  Then showed a textured 
black acacia Shaving brush

13. Jim Gott showed a lidded ash box tex-
tured a’la Benoit Averly with a round ball on a 
Dremel tool and finished with deft. 

14. Marcus Moody showed a Eucalyptus hol-
low form textured with a homemade textur-
ing tool and finished with orange oil and bees 
wax.

15. Scott Landon did something different 
with black walnut, bleach and a wire brush.  
Finished with min-wax and tongue oil.

16. Rich Johnson showed some tops, mush-
rooms and toys textured with a chatter tool. 
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Show and Tell
1. Thelma showing for Colin brought a Zebra 
Wood bowl.  His design of the wood bowl was 
deliberate so as to not waste any of the wood. 

2. Oscar showed us his Parker Push button pen 
of Ebony and finished with friction polish.

3. Ard Sealy brought spalted Digger pine from 
Cool, Calif (his daughters home) and made a 
beautiful Vase with a lacquer finish.

4. Bob G showed his Baltic Birch plywood bowl 
which was best of show at the club picnic last 
month.  You must see this to really appreciate it.  
Finished with varathane.

5. Roy Litherland made a travel mug from glue 
lam.  He used lots of CA Glue and did a shrink 
wrap on the outside before hollowing the inside.
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6. Norm Robinson (New Guy) showed us his Pep-
per Grinder which he makes and sells.  He includes 
a bag of Pepper corns and sells them for around $80 
ea. They are finished with lacquer.

7. Mike Lahahan showed how he uses rare earth 
magnets in his shaving brush handles to make them 
stay in place on the stand.  It includes a place for the 
razor to stand up also.

8. Doug Ryan made a box with a Saturn ring 
which spins.  He undercuts the ring.  He uses Jam 
chucks to turn them. 

9. Milton West found some glass lids at a used 
goods store so he made some bowls to fit them.

10. Scott Landon’s bowl has a thread inlay.  He is 
not really happy with the finish. 

11. Charlie – well you had to be there.  He was us-
ing terms like RGU,  LED, Servo, Fiber Optics, pro-
grams, Flash, new dimensions.  DU DO, DU DO.  

Continued from page 9



  Page 11

I

CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 

you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648
Jim Benson        (831) 475-5615

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Grant Beech (408) 723-7330
grantbeech@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

               Becky Frisbee
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STAFF REPORTSRIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

AAW symposium will be in the Bay area in 

2012.  Dale Larson asked if we would like to 

help.  They hire vendors but use club people as 

gophers.  We may be used as a source for wood, 

etc.  More news to follow.  The Symposium has 

never been in bay area before.  7 clubs in area.  

Undecided where they might hold this in the bay 

area.

Herb Green(VP/Programs)

None scheduled

CraIG ThOrsON (TreasUrer)
Treasury reports are available to members. 

See Craig.

Phil Roybal (LIbRaRIaN)

Everything available in the library is listed on the 

yahoo group site.

GRaNt bEEch (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. Sew-on 

patches are $5. Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 

when you work shows such as the Woodworking show 

as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)

Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club member needs 

a get-well card, a new-member info packet, or some 

other contact from the club.

Other Business

  

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A blue bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2010 chaLLENGES

Aug: Sculptured
Sept: Faceplate (only)

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


