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Rich Dege and David Feind tied for 3rd 
with 25 seconds.  Robert Sakauye also 
got first for upside down top time with 22 
seconds.  Rich Dege took the largest top 
category.  Lloyd Frisbee had the smallest 
top.  Phil Roybal had the most innovative 
top with the removable spindle.

Becky Frisbee had the most colorful top 
with the inlaid faux abalone and gold brocade.  
Pictures of some of the tops are distributed 
though out this newsletter. 

Continued on page 5

      Gary Petretti once again took TOP 
honors for his record breaking spin of 
23 minutes and 35 seconds.  Close on 
his heels was Dick Pickering’s large 
segmented top which spun for 21 
minutes, 10 seconds.  Rich Dege’s top 
spun for 12 minutes, 5 seconds.  Phil 
Roybal’s innovative top went for 5 
minutes, 30 seconds as it meandered 
around Rich’s shop.  Robert Sakauye 
took top time for the finger spun 
category with a 40 seconds.  Rich 
Johnson had a time of 30 seconds.  
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Join us Wednesday, June  6th, at 7 P.M., 
David Fifield will be demonstrating Marquetry on 
turnings at Rich Johnson's Woodturning Center in 
San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take 
the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto 
Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. 
We all learn together.

President's	Challenge:	starts	with	“J”

The last Wed in June, 6/2707 
there will be no sawdust 
session that evening.  We 
will be away for a couple of 
weeks on vacation.  So that 
will also postpone the July 
SVW MEETING one week to 
7/11/07.   

Half a year has passed us by already.  We have our 
(SVW) summer picnic only a short way off now.  
We are scheduled for July 14.  It is a “Potluck”     
(We have a food signup database on our yahoo site.)  
Bar – B – Q with swimming available for those 
wishing to get wet.  It is ok to bring wine or Beer 
or … Just remember this is a pool area so GLASS 
is not allowed inside the (Fence) pool area.  Please 
plan ahead, use plastic cups for the wine. 

$100 2 x 4 $100

 Also it is our Annual Turning Event.  This is a 
contest, with ribbons for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places 
in each category and a Best of Show award.  
This is a great place to bring your work to 
share with our club, and families. The judging 
will be as before, we have numbers assigned 
to the pieces, then the audience can view and 
vote for their favorite turnings.  Once everyone 
has had a look see, and the voting is complete 
we will tally the votes.  Awards will then be 
presented.  So get to work, sharpen that gouge 
and strut your stuff.  Remember the piece has 
to be dated after July 2005 to qualify for this 
event.           
Included in this picnic is the silent auction.  
This is a great place for you to sell some of 
those unwanted tools etc.

PRES SEZ

Next month...

Crab by Robert Whitworth
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Rich Johnson showed an 
Mulberry NE bowl and a few 
Maple tops.  Becky Frisbee made 
a Mulberry potpouri container. 
Charlie Beldon brought a pair 
of Manacles made of various 
woods.  David Feind made a 
very thin bowl from Missouri 
Mulberry.  Dick Pickering was 
commissioned to make some 
Matched Maple legs.  Jeff 
Thorson made a Mini Maypole 
and a mushroom.  Harry Levin 
turned a formerly croquet Mallet 
head into a carvers Mallet.  
Howard Cohen turned Japanese 
Maple Mushroom.

Clockwise from top left: Rich 
Johnson, Becky Frisbee, Charlie 

Beldon, David Feind, Dick 
Pickering,  Jeff Thorson, Harry 

Levin and Howard Cohen.

StartS 
with “M”
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Clockwise from top left: John 
Wittier,  Herb Green’s,  Becky 
Frisbee,  Tom Donnelly,  Phil 
Roybal,  Michael Wiley,  Mike 
Rude,  Michael Batek,  Lloyd 

Frisbee.

   John Whittier made a nice 
Mulberry bowl.  Lloyd 
Frisbee made a Mini 
Mesquite top. Michael 
Batek brought a set of cored 
Madrone bowls. 
  Mike Rude showed a Myrtle 
bowl.  Michael Wiley made 
a Maple Meditation Mallet.  
Phil Roybal made a top 
of Maple and Metal with 
a Machined self ejecting 
spindle featuring a Magenta 
Mushroom shape.  Herb 
Green made some kind of 
mystery flower.

Show and Tell
Becky Frisbee showed here 
April PC and her decorated 
top.  Long lost Tom Donnelly 
brought some torched ash 
vases.

Show and Tell  
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Guest Demonstrator

Robert Whitworth brought by some samples of his 
articulated pieces as well as some of his tops.  Robert 
talked about his adventures in creating his creatures 
with movable and poseable limbs and features.  He first 
experimented with a wooden snap bead type joints but 
found they didn’t hold some of the weights required.  
He developed a brass articular system to insert into the 
joints.  See pictures below.

Roberts creatures 
have some 
interesting 
attributes imitating 
live as well as his 
vivid imagination.

Robert’s 
tops with 
ornamental 
features
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HOW TO DO IT

Re-assembling my lathe after the 
unfortunate demise of my motor control-
ler, I started thinking about machinist’s 
tricks that woodworkers can use. High 
on the list is an easy lathe alignment 
technique that takes no special tools.

Align my lathe?
I know it looks a hulking mass 

of solid steel, but your lathe (and all 
tools, really) is just like jello. Mount 
a dial indicator on the ways, bear-
ing against the spindle, and tighten 
or loosen the lathe’s mounting bolts. 
You’ll see a (perhaps dramatic) move-
ment on the indicator. 

If your floor’s not flat, or there’s 
a burr on the lathe stand, or any of 
a hundred other disturbances in the 
force, tightening the lathe down warps 
it. The headstock and tailstock won’t 
line up.

Simple alignment check
Here’s how to test alighment with 

no extra equipment except a ruler.
Mount centers in the headstock 

and tailstock. Bring their points close 
together, almost touching.

Hold a thin steel rule so it hangs 
vertically between the two points, 
with the points halfway down the rule. 
Carefully advance the tailstock ram 
until the points pinch the rule just hard 
enough to hold it.

If the lathe’s aligned, the rule will 
hang vertically, square to the head-
stock, tilting neither right nor left, as 
in the picture below.

Dealing with misalignment
What if it doesnt’ look like that? 

Suppose the top of the rule tilts left. 
That means the headstock is lower 
than the tailstock—probably by a few 
thousandths of an inch. Notebook 
paper is about .003" thick, so try loos-
ening the headstock mounting bolts 
and shimming the headstock up with 
small pieces of paper at each corner. 

Aligning lathes (and other stuff...)
Phil Roybal

Aluminum foil’s a little thicker, and 
the aluminum flashing you get at the 
hardware store is around .020", if you 
really need a big correction. A slip of 
paper was all I needed, and you can 
see it peeking out from the base of the 
headstock, below.

The more likely scenario is that 
the rule will tilt toward one side of the 
lathe. If it hangs with the headstock 
side tilted out toward you, the lathe 
is warped so that the headstock sticks 
out farther toward the front than the 
tailstock does. You can correct this 
at the point where the lathe bolts to 
the stand. Just loosen the left front 
mounting bolt. You should see the 
rule move back toward the desired 
orientation. Put a paper shim or two 
under the lathe bed beside the bolt and 
re-tighten. If that doesn’t do the trick, 
perform the same operation on 

Continued on next page

Proper alignment leaves the steel 
rule hanging vertically and square 
to the headstock.

Slip of paper raises the headstock 
to align with the tailstock.
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the diagonally opposite mounting 
bolt, near the tailstock. Keep shim-
ming these two corners until the rule 
hangs perfectly true.

The steel rule is very sensitive, 
and you can easily see movements of 
just a few thousandths of an inch.

Other uses for the ruler trick
The steel rule helps align any two 

points that oppose each other. So, for 
example, it can help us drill a hole 
through the center of a round rod. We 
might do this if we wanted a hole to 
thread a string through the stem of a 
top to spin it up to speed.

Suppose we set the rod in a V-
block on the table of a drill press. 
Now we need to center the rod right 
under the drill bit or our hole won’t 
run along a diameter of the rod. Most 
woodworkers don’t have edge finders 
and X-Y tables on their drill presses, 
so they have to do it by eye. 

Here’s the easy way.
Chuck a bit into the drill press and 

roughly center the v-block and rod. 
Then lay the steel rule across the rod 
and bring the drill bit down to pinch 
it lightly against the rod. Now just tap 
the v-block one way or the other with 
a mallet until the rule is horizontal. 
See the picture at right.

This technique gives good accura-
cy with eye along. A quick calculation 
will show you that, with a 6-inch rule 
and a 1/2" rod, an error of just .005" 
would put one end of the ruler about 
1/10" higher than the other—easy to 
see against a horizontal reference such 
as a drill press table. 

A steel rule helps center a rod 
under a drill bit.

Mike Rude did a sawdust demo on making 
bracelets.  He made wood expansion jaws for his 
chuck to hold the bracelets while turning.
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
hfn@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408)378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee
(408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
agore@sbcglobal.net

Charlie Beldons manacles
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

We have set the following demos:

•	August Bay Area Clinic; we 
may do this together with their club

•	October 14 Cindy Drozda
•	November 11 Alan Stirt
•	March 2008 Ellsworth at BAWA

Others being considered are: Bill 
Hunter, Will Smith, Betty Scarpino, 
Haley Smith, Todd Hoyer, Michael 
Lee, and Kay Foster.

Our demonstrators are scheduled 
for a full day. Bay Area Woodturners 
combines the demo with their monthly 
meeting. Meeting first, then the demo. 
We can attend their demos.

JohN WhIttIER 
(VP/PRogRamS)
We have the picnic coming up on 

July 14.  The annual turning contest 
will also be held then also.  This is the 
time to show off your turnings and 
possibly win some ribbons for your 
hard work.  Your entries must have 
been made this past year since the last 
contest.  Your work will be judged in 
various categories by a distinguished 
panel of judges.  (Everyone in at-
tendace will be the judges).  You can 
enter up to 3 items in each category.  
The categories are:

Bowls
Natural Edge
Hollow Forms
Craft Items
Segmented Turnings
Spindle Turnings
Goblets
Plates and Platters
Best in Show

cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

al goRE (lIbRaRIaN)
The club library Library has a new 

book; “Guide to Work Holding” by Fred 
Holder.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREl)
Hats are now available at $10 each. 

Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 
when you work shows such as the 
Woodworking show as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club 

member needs a get-well card, a new-
member info packet, or some other 
contact from the club.

Other Business
If you haven’t paid your annual club 

membership dues you have been deleted 
from our Yahoo group access. 

    

People

Dick Pickering brought his son to the 
meeting.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR

All events take place at Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center unless otherwise noted.

June  6th
Regular meeting.

July 11th
Regular meeting.

July 14th
Annual summer picnic and turning
contest

August
Bay Area Clinic

October  14th
Cindy Drozda

November  11th
Allan Stirt

For Sale  at RJ’s WTC
Anchor seal $ 15 ea.  7, one gal. available left.
Anchor seal $ 65 ea.  1, 5 gal. left.
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Ironmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2007. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A green bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2007 challENgES

June  With a “J” again.

IRoNmaN RulES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


