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December 6th          

Program: 

Holiday Party 

Kalia Kilban , a member of Wine Country 

Woodturners, provided a spirited demonstra-

tion of her method of turning a Porringer Bowl 

and the use of milk paint. She began with a 

brief personal history lesson highlighting her 

path of discovery and ensuing love affair with 

these historic utility bowls, which date back 

hundreds of years. 

Kalia then set about mixing a small 

batch of milk paint which she would 

later apply to a test board to give a 

sense of appearance and coverage with 

one, two and three coats. The milk 

paint likes to rest after mixing with wa-

ter to allow 

all the pow-

der to hydrate. Milk paint has  numerous 

properties that make it Kalia’s preferred 

finish for her service bowls. 

                                                                    

With the paint set aside to rest, Kalia gets to the heart of the matter; 

turning the bowl. She begins by fixing her 

dry blank between a live center in the 

tailstock 

and a rub-

ber padded 

faceplate.  

 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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The President’s Turn 

We are just about to start the 4thand final round of the Pen Class at Santa Clara High 

School so I thought I would take this opportunity to report in on the program and how 

things are going. 

Since we only have 8 of the student lathes, we run the pen class 4 times for each of the 

four Construction One periods and once for the smaller Construction 2 period.   That 

means we actually run 17 different classes!    (The first year we tried doing it with all the students in a period 

at once and the best way to describe it is chaos.     Splitting up the classes requires more volunteer time but 

the result is a *lot* better. ) 

1. We start the students with a brief lathe 101 lecture that covers the basics of the lathe and lathe safety. 

2. After that we have the kids practice on a 2x2 spindle of wood.   We first have them use the roughing 

gouge to turn a cylinder and then have them make shapes with the spindle gouge and bowl gouge. 

3. The students are then given a pen blank to mount between centers and practice smaller cuts like they 

would on a Pen. 

4. Once they have the basics of turning, we have them cut, drill and glue a pen blank and then actually 

turn a pen. 

As you can see, a lot of the class is just practice on how to use the lathe and tools.   However, that practice 

pays off.   Some of the pens the kids produce are quite impressive and they are all very proud of their accom-

plishments.     Perhaps more importantly, many of the kids are ‘hooked’ on turning.    A large percentage of 

them will turn a 2nd pen and some of them will turn a 3rd or 4th pen.      One young man has turned 5 or 6 

pens and is selling them.   He says he has earned over $100!     Another young man is going to buy a used 

lathe so he can turn at home!  (Gordon and John are helping him find the lathe to buy)  It is truly fun and 

gratifying to see these young people develop some of the same interest and passion for turning that we all 

have. 

This report is not complete without a shout out to the SVW volunteers that make this all happen!     We have 

a handful of volunteers that have done all the work to make this program a success.    I can assure you that 

Mitch (the construction teacher) is grateful to all of them.      Furthermore, this story can not be told without 

special recognition to Gordon Patnude.    Gordon has coordinated all of the scheduling of the classes and vol-

unteers as well as develop and enhance the lesson plans.   As if that is not enough, he has also taught at al-

most all of the classes so far.     To say Gordon was the core of the program this year would be an under-

statement.     A big THANK YOU to Gordon and all of the other volunteers. 

This is a fantastic way for SVW to give back to the community and I encourage everyone to get involved. 

Every good turn deserves another 

Paul 
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Hello Turners! 

 

Wed Dec 6th is our annual holiday banquet.    

 

Please sign up for you and your guest, selecting the menu item in the Yahoo group 

database: 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/database/306/

edit   (complete by Nov 23) 

 

 

The choices include fish, poultry or beef.  Please indicate other dietary considerations 

in the final column. 

 

The $29 cost includes salad, potato or rice, fresh vegetable, french bread, house-

made dessert, coffee or tea.  There is a no-host bar available. 

 

The location is at 

 The Blue Pheasant Restaurant 

 22100 Stevens Creek Blvd  (west of 85 exit) 

 Cupertino, CA  95014 

        https://www.bluepheasantrestaurant.com/ 

 

We will have the downstairs dining room available to us which includes fireplace, 

dance floor, no-host bar and plenty or room to mingle and move about. 

 

The timing is likely to be: 

  5:30 to 6:30 social hour 

  6:45 dinner 

  7:30 gift exchange. 

Thanks, 

Joe Martinka 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/database/306/edit
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/database/306/edit
https://www.bluepheasantrestaurant.com/
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2017 Calendar of Events 
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Her weapon of choice 

is a half inch bowl 

gouge with a 40-40 

grind for all but the 

detail work. 

Kalia uses pull cuts to 

begin shaping the out-

side of the bowl while 

establishing the boundaries for the tenon and the 

placement of the 

“wings” that will even-

tually morph into han-

dles. Her preference is 

to utilize as large diam-

eter tenon as the bowl 

will accommodate in 

order to give her de-

sign freedom down the line. 

She next turns the 

bowl tit for tat and fix-

es it in a scroll chuck 

where she begins to 

shape to top bit of the 

bowl to match the pro-

file below the “wing” 

section. This is a fussy 

time as it is critical to 

maintain the appearance of continuity of curve of the 

bowl. 

Once the final shape of 

the outside of the bowl 

and the “wing” thickness 

is firmly established Kalia 

is free to hollow the in-

ner profile. There’s no 

time to do that in this 

compressed demonstra-

tion situation, nor is there anything unique about her 

technique here. What is unique is the fact that Kalia 

does not sand the outside of her bowls prior to apply-

ing milk paint as she prefers to allow subtle tool 

marks to show. 

She reverses the bowl 

again and captures it 

between the tailstock 

and the faceplate with 

a piece of leather be-

tween the bowl rim 

and the friction pad. 

The leather eliminates 

marking from the 

waffle textured rubber 

pad on the faceplate. 

She finishes shaping 

the bowl bottom and removes the nib with a scary 

sharp chisel. 

Kalia uses a paper tem-

plate to lay out the handle 

shape on the “wing” and 

bandsaws the profiles. She 

leaves a ring of wood 

proud of the bowl surface when she cuts out the han-

dles and uses a carving knife to decorate the ring. 

Her normal approach is to finish sand the inside of 

the bowl to 400 grit,  

apply the required 

number of coats of 

milk pain to the out-

side and when that’s 

dry, give it all a good 

rub down with walnut 

oil (or Flax seed oil for her allergy sensitive clients). 

Kalia’s Porringer Continued  
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Sally Ault  presented a full day demonstration co– sponsored by SVW and West 

Bay at The Bridges church in Los Altos on October 7th.  The moring was devoted to 

jewelery making, notably necklaces, pendants and ear rings.  

Small centers allow access for small parts 

Sally uses CA finish for Jewelry Bamboo Skewers are handy 3M Flexible “sandpaper” 

Make your own collets for holding  pendant rings from PVC couplers 

Turn fancy beads on a pen mandrel, but buy bags os simple beads 

Continued on following page 
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After lunch Sally demonstrated making urchin boxes 

Take care when foaming Select wood for the parts Thimble sized box Decorate inside of the top 

Prepare the opening Fit the box Add base and finial 

Make a burl wood cabochon to accent a box lid 

Mount a bit of fancy burl Turn, sand and finish with CA Viola! 

Sally’s Demonstration, continued 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  
You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool 

control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or 

Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, and coring. 

Gordon Patnude, gppatnude@comcast.net, (408)267-6789 Pen Turning 

John Whittier: whit10506@aol.com, (408)761-3941sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, 
tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

 

President Paul Rygard (408) 866-0390 prygard@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Mikelan@aol.com 

Treasurer Tom Schmida  (831) 688-3866 tschmida@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411     bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair. Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

Outreach Chair      Joe Martinka (408)735-7245       exegrec3@Yahoo.com 

Photographers Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 mikelan@aol.com       

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Mark Koenig (408) 888-4944 mskoenig@ieee.org 

Webmaster Pete Zavala   (405) 849-2858      zavalawoodturning@gmail.com                                    

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Social Chair. Joe Martinka (408) 735-7245 exegrec3@yahoo.com 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:tschmida@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, by the 

end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those who 

successfully complete 

all 12 President’s Chal-

lenge projects for the 

year.  Those who meet 

the challenge are 

awarded coveted and 

distinctive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A blue 

bar in the accompany-

ing chart means that 

person has completed 

the project for the 

month indicated.  You 

needn’t be a great 

turner, you just need to 

participate.  Make 

something in our Chal-

lenge theme and bring 

it to the next meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 

Page 13 

For a more detailed description of the President's Challenges, go to: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/files/Presidents Challenge/ 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SVWoodturners/files/Presidents%20Challenge/?soc_src=mail&soc_trk=ma
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-
con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting 
and check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail 

with check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Gordon Patnude, 1348  Whitegate Ave, San Jose,  CA  95125  Phone: 253-820-8684-- email: gppatnude@comcast.net  
Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  

Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2nd Quarter  

April - June 
  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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It takes more than the officers and program chairs to make our club function at its best.  If your name’s 
not in the column at right, we still need your help in other ways to manage some of the club’s activities.  
This is a HELP WANTED ad, and we need you to respond.  There are always things that need doing.  In partic-
ular, we need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & Tricks for the Chips & Chatter newsletter 
Please contact Mike Lanahan to volunteer and help make our activities happen. 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turn-

ers.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, 

and mention our web site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been 

reprinted from another source with permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that 

material.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

 

930 Ashby Ave, Berkeley, CA 94710  
930 Ashby Ave, Berkeley, CA 94710  
berkeley@macbeath.com 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
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mailto:berkeley@macbeath.com
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, with 

center holes—   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks 

increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, or 

the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

  turninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

turninghands@yahoo.com 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
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