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Tom starts with four blocks, cut and 
squared accurately on the table saw to pro-
duce tight joints. He fi nds the best grain 
orientation for the blocks, labels them A—D, 
then fl ips them around so the insides will be 
out. He clamps the pieces together and turns 
the shape of the inside of the ornament. The 
more he turns down the piece now, the bigger 
the central cavity will be when the sticks are 
reversed. If he cuts down until the cuts meet 
each other (the blank bundle is round), gaps 
will appear when the outside is turned. 

Tom Howard turns inside out 
for Christmas!

Go to page 5

Tom Howard displays a collection of inside out ornaments.

Tom Howard, President of West 
Bay, came to SVW this month to 
give us a head start on Christmas 
with his “inside-out” ornaments. 

He began by holding aloft a tree of 
ornaments in many different shapes. There 
were some traditional inside out turnings, 
his starting point. Then the pieces became 
thinner and lighter, as his growing skills al-
lowed him to remove more and more of the 
wood. Today, he feels he’s taken the tech-
nique about as far as he can.

COMING UP!
September Meeting
Tom Howard
September 1st

Home & Garden 
Show
Santa Clara
September 10–12

Picnic & Croquet
Vasona Park
September 18th

WWW.SVWOODTURNERS.ORG
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Join us on Wednes day, September 1st, 
at 7 P.M., when Ace Foster demonstrates 
his “throughlay” technique for dressing up 
turnings. Location: Rich Johnson's Wood-
 turn ing Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home 
at 14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 
680, take the McKee Road exit East about 
1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 
mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We all learn 
together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: CARVED  OR ALTERED

Rich

Wow! is the only 
wayI can 

describe our visit with Neil. 
We enjoyed him very much 
and are already lookin’ forward 
to his next visit. I found his 
turning techniques to be well 
within our reach and enjoy-
ment. In fact I even purchased 
a chuck from him to try some of 
my own ideas. He has inspired 

some of us and it is going to be exciting to see 
what develops... Again, WOW! The bowls made 
during the demo will be available for all at the 
next meeting. I fi nished two of them with his oil. 
Two unfi nished pieces are also available. I think 
the best thing to do is to “Raffl e” them with $5 
tickets. One of the pieces that I fi nished retails for 
$850 US. So bring money to the next meeting for 
your chance at a Neil Scobbie treasure. One of the 
other things Neil shared with us is the German, 
food safe, organic oil fi nish. I purchased some so 

he would have it here for his demo. I do not like 
Oil, so I would like to sell this (get my $$ back) 
stuff. Anyone interested? I can also share with 
you where to get more.

It’s almost time for our picnic next month. I 
think all the equipment is ready and the turned 
mallets and balls are awesome. I can only think 
of a couple things that might be left. We need to 
come up with a prize for the best Croquet set. I 
sent out directions to the clubs this morning so 
they have that. Linda Salter gave me some great 
signs we can use for this picnic, so we will need 
some help with that. 

Our new club lathe arrived this week!! We 
played with it at the last sawdust session. Nice 
machine!! Mike M. is already planning on the 
box with wheels for it, and wants it ready for the 
Sept H & G show. 

There is still room on the schedule for you to 
sign up for this show. Remember we get to sell 
our turnings if we take a “turn” at our booth. This 
time the H & G show will be at the Santa Clara 
Convention center. That is always a good and fun 
show for us. I have $1 off tickets for anyone that 
wants them. I also have free tickets for the people 
that are workin’ this show. 

BTW, I have talked to Kip C. at BYU and he 
has shipped me the books “Beneath the Bark” 
from the Utah symposium. This book is a showing 
of the demonstrators’ work from the last twenty 
fi ve years and will be available soon.

PRES SEZ

Next month...
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Phil Roybal led off with a control 
handle for his ornamental lathe; made 
of maple and butternut, stained, and 
fi nished with tung oil and wax.

Herb Green made a couple salad 
servers of Honduran rosewood and 
cherry, fi nished with mineral oil.

Dick Pickering brought a croquet 
mallet of crate wood and maple with a 
maranti handle and copper rings.

Mike Magrill showed a scoop of 
river oak in the Soren Berger style, 
fi nished with Deft.

Jim Gott presented a mallet of 
wenge, maranti, maple, and copper. 
He also brought a ball. The mallet is 
fi nished with Deft, and the ball with 
tung oil.

Lloyd Frisbee showed off a minia-
ture mallet of maple and poplar with 
copper rings. He stained the maple.

Photos, clockwise from top left: 
Phil Roybal, Mike Magrill, 
Jim Gott, Llolyd Frisbee, Dick 
Pickering, Herb Green.

Handled
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Steve Rosenthal displayed a turning 
gouge for which he’d made a handle of 
maple with a copper ferrule, finished 
with Deft.

Mike Rude presented a scoop of 
walnut, finished with beeswax and 
mineral oil.

Rich Johnson brought a walnut 
bowl with handles, finished with sand-
ing sealer and friction polish.

Ace Foster showed us a croquet 
mallet of crate wood and copper, fin-
ished with Deft.

Rick Parfitt brought two croquet 
mallets, one of crate wood and maple, 
and the other of ipe and cocobolo.

Dick Pickering and Jim Gott won 
the President’s Challenge raffle.

The President’s Challenge for next 
month is Carved or Altered (including 
texturing).

Show and Tell
Mike Magrill showed off a pair of 

wine bottle stoppers, using kingwood 
for one and maple for the other, “for 
red and white wine”, says Mike.

Jeff Thorson turned a croquet stake 
of maranti with a copper ferrule.

New member Mike Wiley dis-
played two inside out ornaments, 
made of wenge, paduak, maple, and 
black walnut.

Photos, clockwise from top left: 
Steve Rosenthal, Ace Foster, Mike 
Magrill, Jeff Thorson, Mike Wiley, 
Rich Johnson, Mike Rude.
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Once the inside surface is com-
plete, he rotates each block 180º, glues 
them together, and turns the outside 
shape. 

Tom grips the bundle of blanks in 
a four-jaw chuck. He mounts to the 
tailstock a waste block with a mortise 
cut into it to hold the corners of the 
group of blocks. If the blocks are loose 
in the mortise, he wraps the bundle 
with masking tape.

Tom announced that he would first 
turn an ornament with a cross as its in-

assembly back into the four jaw chuck. 
He roughed the assembly to round 
with the lathe on its fastest speed, 
tapered the bottom down to a finial, 
and turned the top down in preparation 
for cut off.

He repeated the demo with a shape 
that had been more extensively hol-
lowed before gluing, to produce a 
thin-walled ornament: something he 
can’t do with a cross design because 
he has to allow enough wall thickness 
to accommodate the cross bar. As he 
made the walls thinner, he switched 
to a smaller detail gouge for a less 
aggressive cut. He likes a detail gouge 
because it has a little more meat below 
the flute, which is important as he 
hangs far over the tool rest to turn the 
bottom finial.

After shaping the bottom finial but 
before cutting off, he finished shaping 
the top of the ornament all the way to 
the chuck. He took light cuts as the 
ornament became very delicate, stop-
ping constantly to check his progress 
and guard against one of segments 
becoming thin enough to break. This 
will happen if the piece was mounted 
just the slightest bit off center. 

With turning complete, Tom 
dragged a piece of #120 sandpaper  
over the tool rest a few times to break 
the glue backing and make it more 
flexible. Then he sanded the ornament 
and parted it off, ready to finish and 
hang on the tree!

terior opening. He mounted his bundle 
of blocks on Rich’s lathe, roughed out 
the bundle to past round in the center, 
and flattened the turned area with a 
skew chisel until it stretched along two 
thirds of the blank. He put a straight-
edge across the blank to visualize the 
opening as it would appear when the 
sticks are reversed. Next, he used a 
parting tool to make the bar of the 
cross, about 3⁄4” down from the head-
stock end of the rounded area.

Once the inside was turned, he 
sanded all surfaces, then colored them 
with a green marker pen. He brushed  
cellulose sanding sealer over the dye.

Finally, he turned the pieces around 

and held them together to show the 
interior shape. He signs pieces on 
the inside before gluing the sticks 
together. He sanded the three external 
corners and two exposed sides so they 
wouldn’t cut the rubber band clamps 
he uses, then glued the blocks together.

Tom then selected a bundle he 
had previously turned and glued, so 
he could turn the outside. He center 
punched a tailstock hole, then put the 

Continued from page 1.

Top to bottom: Tom orients his stick 
bundle for best grain. He mounts 
the bundle on the lathe, shimming 
the tail end with tape until it fits the 
holder. He turns the bundle round, 
with a taper and a deep cut which 
becomes the crossbar of the cross.

The sticks are each rotated 180º, 
so the corner which was outside 
is at the center of the bundle. The 
interior figure appears.

Tom now turns the outside, 
producing the ornament shape with 
the cross inside. 
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Neil Scobie spent an exciting 
Saturday with about 30 interested club 
members and friends, showing how he 
carves and textures turnings to achieve 
fl uid, organic shapes. He is a well 
organized presenter and a master at 
seeing in 3 dimensions, and he proved 
it by expertly whipping out several 
interesting pieces during the day-long 
workshop. He also showed off an in-
teresting carving stand that attaches to 
the lathe, as well as an eccentric chuck 
that allows him to easily turn 
multi-centered pieces 
such as triangu-
lar bowls.

Neil happily answered questions 
and told stories as he worked, and 
inspired many of us to give his tech-
niques a try. Meanwhile, Craig and 
Michelle served up an excellent tri-tip 
lunch, and Rebecca brought wonderful 
cookies, so no one went home hungry.

Expert workshops are one of the 
great benefi ts of club membership. 
Whether you’re just starting out or 
an old hand, you’ll fi nd something to 
enjoy. And the chance to learn from a 

master is an opportunity not to 

Top to bottom: Neil’s carving 
stand, carving a bowl, the bowl 
with feet, and a triangular bowl.

Neil Scobie turns and carves

                                                                                                                              

multi-centered pieces 
such as triangu-
lar bowls.

be missed.

Carved 
bowl by 
Neil Scobie
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Learn surface decoration with Andi Wolfe.

Andi Wolfe
October 16th

Andi’s day job is as a Professor 
of Biology at Ohio State 
University. In her spare time, she 
uses her knowledge of biology 
to transform her turnings into 

incredible displays of nature. 
Andi’s developed special techniques that involve 
pyrography (woodburning), scorching, carving, texturing, 
and coloring, and she’ll be here to show you how she 
applies them in her work to depict plant forms and other 
images on her turnings.
You’ll learn about using pyrographic techniques to carve 
and texture surfaces, and to delineate areas that will later 
be colored. You’ll see Andi’s techniques for applying 
color with alcohol marker pens, layering shades to achieve 
natural tones.
Come spend a day with this popular presenter who’s been 
featured at AAW and Utah Symposiums, and who’s work is 
in galleries across the country.

Demonstrations are held at Rich Johnson’s 
Woodturning Center. See page. 2 (Next Month... 
section) for directions. Demos run from 9–4, and 
the $30 admission includes a hot lunch.
For reservations, contact Herb Green, (408) 268-
5241, or via email at herbertjgreen@yahoo.com.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram in cludes four vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Web Site
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com

Rick Parfi tt (408) 353-4912
Rick Parfi tt 
parfi tt@vuidesign.com

Library
Jeff Thorson (650) 341-7550
jtrain@wwdb.cc

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)

We need sign ups for the Home and 
Garden Show, coming Sept. 10–12 to 
the Santa Clara Convention Center.

The Woodworking Show is coming 
to San Mateo the fi rst week of No-
vember. We could set up a table there 
to prospect for members if enough 
people are interested, but we cannot 
sell there. 

HERB GREEN (VP/PROGRAMS)
Ace Foster will demo throughlay 

next month, and Rich Dege will demo 
lattice balls with internal and external 
grooves in October. Herb wants feed-
back about holding a swap meet at the 
November meeting.

JIM GOTT (TREASURER)
INCOME

Apparel $20
Library $42
Raffl e $195

EXPENSES
Harvey Klein demo $50 

 President’s Chal. prizes $10 
 Copper rings (Pickering) $42.76

Picnic food (Thorson) $80.84

SPENDABLE BAL. $556.82

PHIL ROYBAL (SEC’Y./EDITOR)
A new roster is available on our 

Yahoo site in FILES. 

Several companies want our mail-
ing list, and in return offer discounts 
of 10% or more. Some want a mini-
mum order of $1000. After discussion, 
members agreed to send rosters to 
Klingspor and Craft Supply. Members 
who do not want their roster info 
released to companies such as these 
must enter their names in the Mail 
List Opt Out database, in the Da-
tabase section of our Yahoo group 
site. Names not on that database by 
the morning of August 27th will be 
released to the companies men-
tioned.

OTHER BUSINESS

Jet lathe replaced
Mike Magrill offered $125 for the 

club’s old Jet lathe, without stand. It 
was moved and seconded, then ap-
proved by voice vote, that the lathe 
be sold to Mike and replaced with a 
variable speed Jet mini lathe. Jim Gott 
is to purchase the new machine. 

Picnic
We have six mallets and fi ve balls. 

Ace will make another, We have three 
stakes. Wickets are not yet done, but 
should be completed at next Sawdust 
Session. Mechanicals are essentially 
complete. Linda Salter has provided us 
with picnic signs.

Rules have been published.
Food will be potluck. Members 

should bring their own main dish, and 
a side dish or dessert to share. There 
is a sign up list on our Yahoo Group 

Site. The club will provide charcoal 
for cooking. 

Wood raid
There will be a Raid Ace’s Wood 

Pile at the end of September.

Michael Wiley of Aptos joined the 
club at our meeting. Welcome, Mi-
chael.

STAFF REPORTS & BUSINESS
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AUGUST

4TH

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center. Tom Howard 
demonstrating.

7TH

Neil Scobie workshop at Rich John-
son’s Woodturning Center, 9–4.

20TH–SEPT. 6TH

California State Fair competition/
exhibition: Spirit of Wood at CalExpo, 
in the Creative Arts Pavilion.

CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER

1ST

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center. Ace Foster 
demonstrating.

10TH–12TH

Santa Clara Home and Garden Show 
at Santa Clara Convention Center.

18TH

Annual Multi-Club Picnic and Croquet 
Match at Vasona Park.

OCTOBER

6TH

Regular club meeting at Rich John-
son’s Turning Center. Rich Dege 
demonstrating.

16TH

Andi Wolfe workshop at Rich John-
son’s Woodturning Center, 9–4.

Walnut bowl with router 
carved handles, by Rich 
Johnson.
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Get ready for lunch and croquet!
Join us at Vasona Park in Los Gatos on September 18th for the multi-club 

picnic and Croquet Match. Lunch is potluck: bring your own main dish, plus 
something to share with others. SVW will provide charcoal for grilling. We’ll 
eat around noon, and games begin around 1 P.M.

Vasona Park’s entrance is at 333 Blossom Hill Road in Los Gatos. From 
HWY 17 South, exit at Lark Ave and travel East to Los Gatos Blvd. Turn right 
onto Los Gatos Blvd. and travel south to Blossom Hill Rd. Turn right onto 
Blossom Hill Rd. and cross over HWY 17. You will see the park entrance on the 
right. Enter, pay your parking fee, and follow the red line on the map below to 
the Lakeview Group Area.

Bring your picnic and croquet stuff, canopies or umbrellas for shade, and be 
prepared to HAVE A BALL (croquet, that is)!

Map showing location of Vasona Park

Map to the Lakeview Group Area

September 18th
Noon
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An Ironman is someone who 
completes all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2004. Those who meet the 

challenge will be recognized for their 
efforts with distinctive IRONMAN 
name badges.

Ironmen at work
A green bar in the chart indicates 

that a person has completed the Chal-
lenge project for the month indicated.

IRONMAN

� � � � � � ��� �� �

Max Bambridge
Don Bonnett
Bob Bowers
Deborah Bress
John Brugo
Tony Bryhan
Donald Cruce
Sandy D’Arcy
Rich Dege
Tom Donnelly
Ace Foster
Lloyd Frisbee
Rebecca Frisbee
Janice Gonzalez
Louis Gonzalez
Al Gore
Jim Gott
Herb Green
George Hall
Rich Johnson
James Keller
Dave Lemery
John Lipka
Mike Magrill
Jay Mueller
Bob Nakano
Michael O’Connell
Rick Parfitt
Gary Petretti
Dick Pickering
Dick Reiser
Bill Robinson
Steve Rosenthal
Jean-Claude Roy
Phil Roybal
Mike Rude
Robert Sakauye
Josh Salesin
Tom Shumard
Bob Tang
Craig Thorson
Jeff Thorson
Rod Torkelson
Bill Utter
Liz Utter
James Vilona
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

FOR SALE


