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and a twin two mirror instrument makes twin 
designs, side by side.

Jerry showed several types of ‘scopes,  
include the chamber, liquid chamber, wheel, 
refi llable, and teleidoscope designs (these have 
no object case. You look through them like 
telescopes.).

When Jerry makes a kaleidoscope, he starts 
by gluing up a hollow rectangular tube of 
contrasting woods such as cherry and maple. 
This will be the barrel. He turns it round, then 
turns a groove in the end of the barrel and puts 
a piece of wire in it to hold the object chamber 
on. He varies his products by making them in 
the shape of pieces of fruit, biplanes, etc.

It’s critical to center the hole in the kaleido-
scope barrel, so the image looks clean with no 
overlap. There are no ideal dimensions, so Jerry 
designs around 
the mirrors. These 
are, ideally, “fi rst 
surface” or front 
coated mirrors, 
which deliver 
crisp images. He 
buys them from 
Craft Supplies. 
If he buys mirror 
stock to make his 
own, he cuts the 
plate from the side 

Jerry Decker plays with light!

Go to pg. 5
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Jerry Decker holds a biplane kaleidoscope 
aloft as he discusses body shapes. 

“Kaleidoscope” is a combination 
of the Greek words “kalos” (beauti-
ful), “eidos” (form), and “scopos” 
(watcher). So a kaleidoscope is a 
“beautiful form watcher”.  The idea 
was conceived and patented by Sir 
David Brewster in 1864.

Jerry Decker of Bay Area Woodturners has 
turned kaleidoscopes for years, and he told us 
about them at our March meeting. He started 
with kaleidoscope construction, discussing two, 
three, four, and twin two mirror designs. Two 
mirrors make a single, circular image. Three 
make an endless fi eld of patterns. Four mir-
rors make a horizontal linear parade of images, 

Folded, 3-mirror set.
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Join us on Wednes day, April 7th, at 7 P.M., when Tom 
Howard of West Bay Woodturners will show us how to turn 
inside out Xmas ornaments. Location: Rich Johnson's Wood-
 turn ing Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road exit East 
about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.
Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We all learn 
together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: BETWEEN CENTERS!

I have heard a few 
things from the Ameri-
can Association of 

Woodturners (AAW). I am not 
sure if you know that we are 
an AAW Club. That means our 
members should be members 
of the AAW. For any Staff 
Position in SVW, AAW mem-
bership is mandatory. Our club 
can vote AAW membership a 

requirement to become an SVW member. AAW 
membership has not really been enforced. It has 
now been mentioned a few times, so I feel we 
need to bring this up at the next meeting and 
decide how to handle this. I know there is a poll 
being taken on this subject and I am sure we 
will have a report on it in April.

Thanks to all who participated in last week’s 
H & G sawdust session. The information gath-
ered will ultimately make the H & G process 

much easier for all.
‘Tis the season for wood gathering and 

collection. Wood is available to us from many 
sources. Where we can, we need to share the 
booty, sometimes anyway we can. There are 
people who should get a turning from us, be-
cause they gave us wood. Please do not forget 
to do that. It will ultimately help us all. I know 
the lady still wants a piece of Privet, from a few 
months back.

The subject has come up again about a Club 
Lathe and Chuck. We have some tools. The 
lathe & chuck being used are tools I purchased 
to be used at the H & G shows. Should the club 
buy its own? Something to consider again, for 
our next meeting. One possibility is to apply for 
a grant from AAW for a lathe and chuck for our 
H & G shows. Another is to just purchase them 
ourselves.

Do not forget to turn something “between 
centers” for the Challenge.

Rich
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Show & Tell and President’s Challenge

Clockwise from top left: Mike Magrill, Mike Rude, Phil 
Roybal, Herb Green, Tom Donnelly, Tony Bryhan.

Continued on page 4. 

Mike 
Magrill brought 
a piece of furni-
ture: a presen-
tation stand for 
a bottle, vase, 
or painting. 
He made the 
stand of pecan, 
and applied a 
MinWax poly 
fi nish.

Tony Bry-
han brought a 
set of madrone 
bowls, turned 
green and fi n-
ished with tung 
oil. He noted 
that the wood 
turned well but 
warped exten-
sively. 

Tom Don-
nelly presented 
a couple small 
bowls of eu-
calyptus and 
wormy oak. He 
also brought a 
small vase of 
plum, fi nished 
with wax. It 
still smells like 
plum.

Mike Rude 
showed a natu-
ral edged black 
locust bowl, 
turned green 
and fi nished 
with sprayed 
Deft. 

Presidentʼs Challenge
Tonight’s Challenge includes make up 

projects from January and February, for those 
who hope to survive the Ironman Challenge (12 
projects in 12 months).

Phil Roybal brought a make up plate of wal-
nut with sand shaded, leaf shaped oak inlays. 
He also showed 
a sycamore box 
with threaded 
lid. Both were 
fi nished in 
Watco and wax.

Herb Green 
showed an urn 
of blackwood 
and maple burl 
with square top 
and bottom, 
fi nished with 
Varathane oil. 
He also showed 
us a make up 
plate of yew.
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Challenge, 
con’t. from 

pg. 3.

Dick Pickering presented a lidded bowl of 
mahogany, along with a large mahogany plate 
as a make up. Both were finished with Danish 
oil. 

Mike 
Magrill dis-
played a 
purpleheart 
box with chat-
terwork on the 
top. He finished 
the box with 
Deft.

Tom Don-
nelly brought 
an urn of elm 
with a maple 
burl base and 
lid, finished 
with tung oil 
and wax. He 
also brought 
showed boxes 
of privet and 
pepper. He 
brought a little 
humor to the 
parade with a 
whimsical Wal-
lace and Grom-
met rocket 
ship, painted 
orange.

Bob Tang 
showed a box of black acacia, turned in the 
style of Richard Raffan and finished with Dan-
ish oil. 

Josh Salesin showed a elliptical cocobolo 
box, turned on his rose engine. 

Lloyd Frisbee brought a small make up plate 
of canary wood, and a mahogany lidded box 

with polymer 
clay insert in 
the lid.

Mike Rude 
showed off a 
madrone lid-
ded box with 
a purpleheart 
base and finial, 
finished with 
Turner’s Fin-
ish and wax.

Jim Keller 
showed a 
tiny box with 
lid, made of 
walnut and 
finished with 
wax.

Rich John-
son turned a 
perfume atom-
izer with lid, 
and a make 
up plate of red 
gum eucalyp-
tus.

Jim  Gott, 
who didn’t 
make the 
meeting, sent 
in a February 
make up proj-
ect, a recut and 
glued birch 
platter. 

Phil Roybal 
and Rich John-
son won the 
raffle prizes.

Top to bottom: Dick Pickering, Mike 
Magrill, Tom Donnelly, and Bob Tang.

Top to bottom: Josh Salesin, Lloyd 
Frisbee, Mike Rude, and Jim Keller.
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opposite the 
coating, using a 
new cutter with 
oil.

The second 
element is the 
object chamber. 
He turns this 
like a box, then 
reverse chucks 
it to cut a 
smaller hole in the bottom. He puts a container 
with the objects to be viewed in the bottom of 
this box. He uses liquid filled chambers, and 
also make his own from pieces of glass and 
beads, banded together with strips of copper.

Jerry recommends starting with a kit from 
Craft Supplies. He turns their mini kaleido-
scopes on pen mandrels with special bushings. 
These are great 
Christmas gifts 
and fast to 
make, so they’re 
good learning 
projects.

Jerry learned 
about kaleido-
scopes from a 
book by Cozy 
Baker, founder 
of the Brews-
ter Society (an 
organization 
for kaleidoscope enthusiasts). He recommends 
three books for aspiring kaleidoscope makers: 
Kaleidoscopes and Kaleidorama, both by Cozy 
Baker, and The Kaleidoscope Book, edited by 
Thom Boswell. He also recommends visits to 
these web sites: www.brewstersociety.com/
index.html,  www.kaleidoscopesuas.com, and 
www.173.pair.com/ekremen/brewster.htm.

Jerry also talked about open segment turn-
ing. He learned the technique from William 
Smith’s Segmented Wood Turning, which he 
says is, “… a good one to get started, but some 
of the directions need a lot of rereading before 
you understand the process.”

First, you calculate the segment sizes, al-

Work 
holding, 

con't. from 
pg. 1

lowing for the openings between segments. He 
places segments “close enough”, because the 
eye can’t spot minor variations. He draws his 
designs on graph paper, full size, and measures 
the segments. He has coded the charts from 
William Smith’s book into Excel to tell him 
how long to make each one. Segments on a 
moderate sized piece might start out 1/4” thick. 
He uses a special sled that slides in the slot of 
his band saw. He used the band saw because he 
didn’t have a 
good table saw 
when he started. 

Then he lays 
the segments 
out on the lathe, 
using a jig that 
holds a pointer 
shelf against 
the workpiece. 
He uses a paper 
angle wheel 
on the spindle 
to show where 
each segment 
goes. He sets 
segments on the shelf against a stop, then glues 
them on one at a time with a thin coat of glue 
that won’t squeeze out. He uses a palate knife to 
butter each end of each segment. He clamps the 
ring of segments between lathe centers while he 
cuts segments for the next ring,, then uses an 1 
1/4” round nose scraper to scrape the ring flat. 
A typical turning takes him about half a day to 
build up this way.

Once the walls are built up, the piece is 
turned just like a solid piece,. He uses Kelton 
hollowers on deep pieces, and standard gouges 
on shorter ones. Sometimes he puts two hol-
lowed pieces together to get a deep hollowed 
piece. He finds segmented pieces more forgiv-
ing of errors than solid ones. He’s blown up 
pieces on the lathe, glued them back together, 
and continued on.

Jerry encouraged people to start with a small 
piece, perhaps something that could be used as 
a Christmas ornament with a small light inside. 

Thanks for a great talk, Jerry! 

A barrel and object 
chamber, ready to assemble.

A mini-kaleidoscope, turned 
on a pen mandrel.

One of Jerry’s small, 
elegant, open turnings.
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IRONMAN
We’ve kicked off our Ironman competition, 

with members striving to complete all 12 Pres-
ident’s Challenges this year. We announced the 
program at our March meeting, and members 
have until the May meeting to get current with 
their pieces. Challenges so far have included:

January Plate/Platter
February Glue Up
March With Lid

Next month’s Challenge is Between Centers, 
and you’ll fi nd a list of the rest of them in the 
Files section of our Yahoo Group Site. You’ll 
also fi nd the Ironman Chart there, showing our 
standings. I’ll update this chart monthly.

Those who complete the Ironman will get 
new badges to advertise their accomplishment.  

AAW
Another thing you’ll fi nd at our Group Site 

is the AAW Member List (in our Database 
section). Please go to that database and enter 
your AAW status. This is important because 
AAW provides liability insurance to cover us at 
club sponsored events, provided we are AAW 
members. We talked at last meeting about the 
potential impact of a liability suit, and we want 
to take advantage of what AAW offers us. 

If you are not an AAW member, please go to
http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/ 

and join. The $35 annual membership fee is 

amply repaid with the AAW Magazine, events 
such as the Annual Symposium, and, most 
importantly, our group insurance.

While you’re at the AAW web site, please 
fi ll out their survey on the latest issue of 
American Woodturner, so they can continue to 
improve the publication.

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS
Herb Green has assembled a great lineup of 

demonstrators for us over the next few months. 
Upcoming opportunities include the following.

John Jordan (April 10)
John has pieces in galleries and collections 

across the USA. He is best known for his closed 
forms with fabulous surface texturing.

Soren Berger (June 19th)
Soren will cover tool skills and sharpen-

ing, with small hats as the morning focus. His 
afternoon session will cover exciting new ideas 
in hand chasing of threads.

Neil Scobie (August 11th - proposed)
Neil will discuss sources of turning inspira-

tion, then turn a platter and decorate it with 
various techniques including hand and power 
carving, stippling, texturing, and coloring. He 
will also turn and carve a wavy rim bowl with 
legs, and an off-center, 3-sided bowl.

Each workshop is a chance to sit for a day 
at the feet of a master. Workshops are $25 each, 
including lunch, and run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sign up with Herb Green at any meeting or 
Sawdust Session.
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The Peninsula Spring 
Home and Garden Show 
in San Mateo was a 
successful venture for 
club participants, after 
a couple of disappoint-
ing shows. Crowds were 
good, and there seemed 
to be more vendors than 
at the previous show in 
Santa Clara. We had a 
400 sq. ft. display.

Seven members sold about $1800 worth of 
turnings during the three show days. Unfortu-
nately, our point of sale  system continues to 
place a heavy load on Michelle, and we need to 
change procedures for future shows. The next 
Home & Garden Show is in June at the San 
Jose Convention Center. 

Top to bottom: Ace Foster and Rebecca Frisbee mind 
the store as Mike Magrill turns. Mike demonstrates 

on the Jet. Al Gore mans the sales desk. Visitors check 
out the products on display. Thanks to  the Frisbees 

for the pictures.
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
Bay Area Woodturners has accepted our 

croquet Turn Off challenge, and we’re organiz-
ing to make it happen on September 18th. Dick 
Pickering, will check out sites. Craig Thorson 
will make sure we have a course, with wick-
ets and stakes. Rich Dege, Bob Tang, and Jim 
Villona will coordinate mallets. Lloyd Frisbee 
and Al Gore will work on the rules. Phil Roybal 
will make a Go/No-go ball gauge. Gary Petretti 
and Tom Donnelly will coordinate an egg cup 
race.

We’ll take the mini Jet for the egg cup race. 
Mark Rand of West Bay has a generator we can 
power it with, and also a OneWay lathe for the 
race. Rich has Turn-Off annual plaque, which 
will be the Croquet Match prize. We also need a 
prize for best croquet set.

We need to present our approach at the April 
meeting, ready to announce to other clubs.

HERB GREEN (VP/PROGRAMS)
John Jordan is scheduled for April 10th (Sat-

urday), and Soren Berger is scheduled for June 
19th (Saturday) Fee is $25 for each. Send your 
check to Herb Green.

PHIL ROYBAL (SECʼY./EDITOR)
New badges were issues for new members 

and a couple who didn’t get badges last year. I 
prepared sample “Ironman” badges, for those 
who complete all 12 President’s Challenge 
pieces this year. 

A new text roster, and a chart showing how 
each of us is doing in the Ironman Challenge 
have been posted on our Yahoo Group site.

I studied the AAW Non-Profi t package and 
recommended against incorporating. 

JIM GOTT (TREASURER)
INCOME

Apparel $12
Dues $495

EXPENSES
Johnson demo fee $50
Challenge prizes $20
Herb Green (Presenter dinners) $20

NEW BALANCE (spendable) $1939.92

DICK PICKERING (APPAREL)
Dick is having shirt patches made, so we can 

make up SVW shirts more quickly and cheaply. 
They’ll be for sale next meeting at $5 each.

CRAIG THORSON (LIBRARY)
Late member Dick Jessing’s widow has do-

nated half his library of woodworking books to 
the club, and they make a handsome addition to 
our library. They should be ready to check out 
by next meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS
Al Gore is making progress on our web site. 

He now has the current newsletter available, 
and can provide members with their own gal-
lery pages to display work. Send submissions 
and ideas to him at agore@sbcglobal.net. 

Two new faces joined us at the march meet-
ing. Michael Riley, from Aptos, just fi nished 
Rich’s Bootcamp. He has a Jet lathe and is just 
getting started.

Rod Winchell is also new to turning. He has 
a 12” Jet and a Vicmarc.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Woodfast lathe 
for sale 

16” capacity, variable 
speed, good condition.

Credit card OK. E-
mail Josh Salesin at jls-
epi@pacbell.net for more 
info.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram now in cludes fi ve vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb           (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789

SVW OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net


