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COMING UP!
Bin Pho Demo
November 19th

Monthly Meeting: 
December 6th
Chainsaws

Annual Xmas Party 
December 9th

that it is often a matter of turning the gouge 
so that one continues to ride the bevel as it 
follows the changing curve inside a develop-
ing bowl. Someone else explained that the 
larger angles are beneficial for getting deeper 
inside the bowl, where contact between the 
rim and the tool shaft limits the gouge’s pre-
sentation angle. Steep nose grinds are levered 
up off the wood surface as this happens, and 
the tool chatters as it cuts with too little sup-
port.

Continued on page 5

Rich Johnson took the spotlight at the 
November meeting to respond to members’ 
questions about turning. It was a free-
wheeling discussion of issues members had 
submitted in advance, as well as questions 
raised at the meeting.

What’s the deal with different 
angles (35º, 45º, 65º) for bowl 
gouges?
Rich explained that for most turners, 45º is 
a good compromise nose grind angle, and 
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Join us Wednesday, December 6th, 
at 7 P.M., for a chainsaw discussion at Rich 
Johnson's Woodturning Center in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

President's	Challenge:	gift

It is hard to 
believe 
that ’06 

is almost over. The time is just 
racing by faster each year. 

Now we need to be think-
ing about next year. Our next 
meeting is voting time for 
the SVW ’07 staff! Then the 
following weekend is our an-
nual SVW Xmas party. Those 
two items need your help and 

participation. So far we have only one nomina-
tion for the SVW staff, and that was Lloyd for 
newsletter editor. Our President, Treasurer, and 
Librarian are willing to stay on the staff for 
another year if needed. That leaves a need for a 
Vice President The VP fills in for the President 
as needed and is the club’s activities coordi-
nator—managing the meeting programs and 

helping with the demos. 
Our annual Xmas party is a joint venture. 

It is a potluck dinner in my shop. To have a 
potluck type dinner we all will need to sign up 
on the yahoo database (Did I tell you about the 
Ambrosia Salad?) with what we can bring. Your 
choices are Snackin’ stuff (Hors d’ Oeuvres) be-
fore dinner, Salads, Veggies, or Deserts. Craig, 
Michelle and Jackie will have turkey, ham, 
smashed tatters & gravy. Plan on your food 
item serving about 10 people. We will have 
some wine that evening and you are welcome 
to bring wine or beer to share. Be sure to sign 
up so we can get a head count and see what 
food is coming. 

Remember our party is a gift exchange, so 
if you want one, bring one. That includes our 
wives etc. Dec. 9th at 6PM. Join us!

PRES SEZ

Next month...
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Rich Johnson started off the chal-
lenge by once again emphasizing the 
intent to get people to try different 
things. He showed examples of results 
with “holes” including cored bowls, 
and bark attached to a natural edge 
bowl with rods glued into holes drilled 
into both the bowl and bark. He also 
showed toothpick holders, gavels, and 
chopsticks made in Mexico (by Jesus 
Moreno) and talked about the tools 
he’s made from old auto parts.

Dick Pickering showed a flower 
vase he made at the Woodworking 
Show. The spade bit made a hole in 
the bottom,

Ron Geren made a candle holder 
of poplar with holes around the center 
diameter. His wife calls it a luminary.

Harry Levin showed last months 
Challenge (“altered”) as two dyed and 
bleached pieces, respectively. One was 
finished with wipe on poly, the other 
with Deft semi gloss. His “holes” proj-
ect was a bowl with natural holes and 
an elliptical top hole. This was made 
from silver dollar eucalyptus, which 
distorts as it dries.

Howard Cohen showed a Christ-
mas ornament with holes revealing a 
small Christmas tree in the center. He 
made it from maple and padauk, and 
finished with Masters lacquer gloss 
spray.

Clockwise from top left: Rich 
Johnson, Harry Levin with 
last month’s and this month’s 
Challenges, Howard Cohen, Ron 
Geren, and Dick Pickering.

With 
holes
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Ayman Sayed showed a large aca-
cia bowl with a hole in the bottom.

Steve Rosenthal showed a pepper 
mill made from ash.

Michael Wiley showed a bowl 
with a platter edge sporting holes he 
created with a Dremel tool.

Herb Green showed a redwood 
piece that looked like two square 
blocks which, when opened up had 
bowl centers and holes drilled around 
the bowls.

Lloyd Frisbee showed a magnolia 
bowl that turned round without any 
problems but later developed cracks 
and checks. After CA glue, dye, and 
black spray paint, he dubbed this 
“black and blue” for the pain and suf-
fering he incurred.

Two members missed the meeting, 
but sent in pictures of their projects. 
Jim Gott made a magnolia natural 
edge bowl with natural holes in the 
walls. Phil Roybal turned a mahogany 
necklace pendant. He drilled sets of 
holes around the perimeter and filled 
them with sterling silver wire.

Show and Tell
Bill Daniels showed his first bowl, 

which he thought was maple but was 
probably ash. It was unfinished.

Clockwise from top left: Ayman 
Sayed, Jim Gott’s magnolia bowl, 
Phil Roybal’s mahogany and 
silver necklace, Lloyd Frisbee, 
Bill Daniels, Herb Green, Michael 
Wiley, and Steve Rosenthal.

Continued on page 5.
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Continued from page 1

Top to bottom: Rich Johnson talks 
about hollowing, showing the 
initial tool presentation, the gouge 
as it begins to hollow, and the use 
of a cranked tool rest to support 
the gouge as it hollows the bowl.

Wood Sources
We had a very lively discussion cov-
ering splitting, removing pith, storing 
on pallets, and using Anchor Seal. 
The members advised:

• Don’t buy wood - Rich even went so 
far as to say that if someone needed 
wood to call him.

• Hand out cards to tree cutters, etc. 
Offer to make them a bowl in return 
for their giving access to wood they 
cut. Be sure to explain to tree cutters 
the length/diameter ratio we need. 
Rich asks for a length equal to diam-
eter plus 2 inches.

• Craig’s list is a good source of cheap 
or free wood.

• Corp Services on Oakland Road re-
ceives tree segments, - but you may 
need two people as they do not allow 
cutting on site.

• McClanahan’s tree service off 
Arastradero is a source of wood.

• The olive orchard behind Foothill 
College sometimes offers olive.

Turning natural edge bowls
Rich walked us through this at his 
lathe (no actual turning). He talked 
about cutting “through air” as some 
seemed to be concerned about this 
even though the rotation speed makes 
this moot. He talked about following 
the bevel and moving the entire tool 
rather than just moving the handle. 
Rich says that when he teaches this 
to students, he tells them to focus on 
Gretchen (so now we know why the 
Makita poster is located where it is...)

Different ways to chuck for 
bowl turning
Several people enumerated the vari-
ous ways they chuck blanks for bowl 
turning: between centers, on face 
plates, screw chucks, and pin chucks 
(Rich’s favorite). 

Segmented turning
Ard Sealy referred those interested 
in segmented turning to Malcolm 
Tibbetts’ book, The Art of Segmented 
Woodturning.

Ayman Sayed showed a natural 
edge olive bowl finished in lacquer

Ron Geren showed an open bowl 
of ambrosia maple, finished with five 
coats of wipe on poly

Barbara Jones showed an ar-
ticle that someone had given her. It 
was supposed to be a solid piece of 
“plastic” material (like from a bowl-
ing ball?) but when she cut into it the 
center was more like a plaster.

Rich Johnson showed a piece of 
“alternative” ivory he “earned” by 
helping someone that asked him to 
make a piece.

Top to bottom: Ayman Sayed, Ron 
Gerens.

Continued from page 4.
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HOW TO DO IT

Many of us use tools and respira-
tors driven by nickel-cadmium (NiCd) 
batteries, the leading portable energy 
storage devices of the 1990’s. But 
battery technology has improved sig-
nificantly in the last few years. New 
products offer higher energy density, 
eliminate the “memory effect”, and 
(because they don’t use cadmium) are 
much more environmentally friendly. 
Best of all, they can sometimes be 

transplanted into older devices whose 
NiCd batteries have reached the end of 
their lives.

The Transplant

At a recent Sawdust Session, Mike 
Rude performed a battery replacement 
operation on Rich Johnson’s Racal 
Air-Mate respirator. Follow along to 
see how it’s done.

Mike first pried apart the Air-

Mate’s power pack to reveal the old 
NiCd batteries: 3 D-size cells wired in 
series and covered in plastic.

Mike took three new D-size nick-
el-metal-hydride (NiMH) cells from 
their shipping box and soldered their 

Replacing rechargeable batteries
Phil Roybal

tabs in series to duplicate the original 
arrangement. Both battery chemistries 
yield the same voltage per cell, so they 
can replace each other on a one-for-
one basis.

Once the batteries were soldered 
together and bound into a group with 
tape, Mike put them into the battery 
box which used to house the NiCds, 
and reassembled the Air-Mate.

What was the result? This trans-
plant yielded four important benefits. 
For one thing, the new batteries 
have over twice the power of the old 
NiCds: 12,000 mAH vs. 5,000. That 
means the Air-Mate runs much longer 
between charges.

Second, NiMH batteries are good 
for around 1000 cycles; a longer 
lifetime than the 750-cycle lifetime of 
NiCd cells.

NiMH cells don’t suffer from 
memory effect, so you can top up their 
charges at any time without affecting 
battery life.

Finally, the new batteries save 
money. Since the battery pack had to 
be replaced in any case, the choice 
was a new pack from Racal, at about 
$103, or the route Mike took: buying 
three NiMH cells at $6.20 apiece and 
soldering them together.

Before you dive into your own 
transplant project, however, there are 

Clockwise from top left: The 
original Air-Mate, waiting for 
batteries, new cells being soldered 
together, new cells ready to use, 
and the old NiCd cell pack.

Continued on next page
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some things to consider. These batter-
ies differ from each other in several 
important ways.

Different charge/discharge rates

NiCd batteries can handle higher 
rates of charge and discharge than 
the newer NiMH cells. If you need to 
drive a portable saw or router, NiCds 
may substantially outperform NiMH 
batteries. This is more important with 
power tools, which have a substantial 
power draw, than it is with electronic 
de-
vices. 
NiMH 
batter-
ies are 
at their 
best in 
appli-
cations 
that 
require 
long 
life at 
modest 
power 
deliv-
ery 
rates. 
How-
ever, 
both 
battery 
types 
last 
longest when used in circuits that 
draw close to their rated capacities, so 
self-discharge is less of a factor.

The two battery types self-dis-
charge in different ways. A NiCd bat-
tery sitting in a device which is OFF 

will hold a charge about twice as long 
as a NiMH battery. NiMH batteries, 
stored at 70ºF, lose about 40% of their 
charge within a month, according to 
www.greenbatteries.com. However, to 
avoid the memory effect (where cells 
gradually lose their capacity when 
recharged after only partial discharge) 
you need to wait until a NiCd battery 
is out of gas before recharging, while 
you can top up the NiMH battery just 
before use, regardless of its previous 
state of charge.

Different chargers

Cell voltages are the same for the 
two battery types, so you can use a 
NiCd charger to charge NiMH batter-
ies. However, it’s safer to use chargers 
designed for the new technology.

Older, simple chargers that rely 
upon your switching them off after a 
certain time period (typically 8 hours) 
may overcharge NiMH batteries that 
are not fully discharged, shortening 
their lifetimes.

Newer chargers that use high 
current, peak detection methods to 
rapidly recharge NiCd batteries can 
damage NiMH cells. However, some 
manufacturers (Linear Technologies, 
for example) build chargers that can 
handle either type of battery. Check 

your manufac-
turer’s docu-
mentation.

Ready to try 
it?

Want to 
tackle your own 
battery trans-
plant? Check 
out Battery 
Junction’s web 
page: http://
www.battery-
junction.com/
1dni10rebawi.
html for cells 
similar to the 
ones Mike used 
in this project.

If you’d 
like more infor-
mation about 
these batteries, 

check out the following web sites: 
• http://www.servocity.com/html/

nicad_vs__nimh_batteries.html
• http://www.greenbatteries.com/
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AAW 2007 SYMPOSIUM

The AAW Annual Symposium 
will return to the West Coast 
at the end of next June.

Many of us have wanted 
to attend past AAW sym-
posia, but haven’t been able 
to travel across the US to do 
so. Instead, we’ve trekked 
to Provo, UT, for the Utah 
Symposium, most years. Now, 
we’ll have a choice to make. 
Portland? Provo? Both??

Online registration is not 
yet open, but the AAW website 
(www.woodturner.org) already 
has some information. Here’s 
what we know.

The 21st Annual Symposium 
will run from June 29th to July 1st, 
at the Oregon Convention Center in 
Portland, OR.  It will feature three 
days of demonstrations by interna-
tional, national, and regional turn-
ers, inlcuding Trent Bosch, Michael 
Broly, Christian Buchard, and Al 
Stirt. It will also include an extensive 
youth program, built upon the one 
that was so successful at this year’s 
Symposium.

There will be an Instant Gallery, 
highlighting the work of attend-
ing turners as well as Chapter 
Collaborative Projects, and a 
juried exhibition titled Turning 
Green.

There will be a banquet 
and auction benefiting the 
AAW educational fund. 
Finally, for those of us 
searching for the per-
fect tool, there will be a 
woodturner’s trade show, 
with dozens of word-
class vendors.

Scenes from the 2006 AAW 
Symposium.
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I

CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• VP/Program Chair for 2007
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 

reprinted from another source with 
permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Phil 
Roybal to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
Ard Sealy (408) 937-8771
asealy@pacbell.net

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
RPS@wwdb.org

Secretary/Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chairs
Lloyd & Becky Frisbee
408 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com (Lloyd)
lfrisbee@pacbell.net (Becky)

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Dave Feind, (408) 386-3605
feinddj@Yahoo.com

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
allan_gore@peoplesoft.com
 (with Craig Thorson, above)
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)
Rich reported that the Woodworking 
Show was successful for us. Craft 
Supplies sent people to us, and Tormak 
helped Dick Pickering on the use of 
their sharpening system. Rich ordered 
a JoolTool sharpener, which he’ll tell 
us about when it arrives. 

We have set the following demos:
•	January 14 Trent Bosch
•	July  David Marks (patina-

tion)
•	August Bay Area Clinic; we 

may do this together with their club
•	October 14 Cindy Drozda
•	November 11 Alan Stirt
•	March 2008 Ellsworth at BAWA

Others being considered are: Bill 
Hunter, Will Smith, Betty Scarpino, 
Haley Smith, Todd Hoyer, Michael 
Lee, and Kay Foster.

Our demonstrators are scheduled 
for a full day. Bay Area Woodturners 
combines the demo with their monthly 
meeting. Meeting first, then the demo. 
We can attend their demos.

There are several Home and Gar-
den Shows coming up:
•	January 5-7 Santa Clara
•	February 23-25 San Mateo
•	March 9-11 San Jose Fairground

Note that the first two shows 
are run by DMG (who run previous 
shows) and they will now require that 
we keep our area clean. The March 
show is run by the person who has 
worked with us on previous shows and 
has no cleaning rule.

The April Woodworking Show has 
invited us. They are back in Pleasan-
ton.

ARD SEAly (VP/PRo-
gRAmS)

December’s meeting will feature a 
discussion of chain saws.

cRAIg thoRSoN (tREASuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

Al goRE (lIbRARIAN)
More DVDs have been copied 

from VHS and added to the library, 
and we have a few more to convert. 

DIck PIckERINg (APPAREl)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Be sure to wear your SVW 
insignia when you work shows such 
as the September Home and Garden 
Show as an SVW staffer.

lloyD FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Lloyd know if a club member 

needs a get-well card, a new-member 
info packet, or some other contact 
from the club.

Other Business

WooD

There is an olive tree coming 
down soon. Rich asked George Hall  
to follow up and get some of us in-
volved to acquire the wood.

Rich handed out a summary of 
Bin Pho’s needs for the 11/19 demon-
stration. What Rich was really asking 
for was wood. Since nobody signed up 
for the wood requests, Rich was going 
to take care of it.

oFFIcER ElEctIoNS 
We’ll elect our 2007 officers at the 

December meeting. Here’s the situa-
tion so far: 

Phil Roybal will step down as sec-
retary/newsletter editor. Lloyd Frisbee 
has volunteered to take on this role 

and Howard Cohen offered to help. 
We noted the importance of getting 
a debriefing from Phil on everything 
he does in this role, as there was a 
brief discussion as to whether or not it 
made sense to separate the two posi-
tions he currently holds: secretary and 
newsletter editor.

We need a VP/Program Chair to 
replace Ard Sealy.

Craig is willing to continue in his 
Treasurer role.

Rich Johnson is willing to con-
tinue as President.

XmAS PARty

Our annual party is Saturday, De-
cember 9, 6PM - ??, at Rich Johnson’s 
Woodturning Center.

Rich and Craig will put info in an 
online DB. The club will handle meats 
and beverages, and members should 
sign up for sides, appetizers, etc.

There will be a stealing gift ex-
change with rules about the number 
of times an item can be “stolen”. The 
intent is that the gifts be “shop re-
lated” and that the value be in the $25 
-$30 range.

PEoPlE

Barbara Jones is back with us.
Rich passed out a card for all of us 

to sign for Becky Frisbee.
Guests at the meeting included:

• Brian Butler–turning about 1 year. 
He has a Central Machinery mini 
lathe and has been making pens. 

• Charlie Belden–found out about 
us at the wood show and described 
himself as a “wood addict”. 

• Ayman Sayed’s brother.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR
November
19th

Bin Pho demo 

December
7th

Regular club meeting.
Chainsaw discussion.

9th

SVW annual Xmas Party and steal-
ing gift exchange.

January
3RD

Regular club meeting:
Daryl Gardener on Mirka sandpaper.

5–7th

Spring Home and Garden Show at 
Santa Clara Convention Center

14th

Trent Bosch demo

February
7th

Regular club meeting

23-25th

Spring Home and Garden Show and 
San Mateo Expo Center.

March
7th

Regular club meeting

9–11th

Spring Home and Garden Show at San 
Jose Fairgrounds.

April
4th

Regular club meeting

13–15th

The Woodworking Show
Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleas-
anton.

All events take place at Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center unless otherwise noted.

Magnolia bowl by Jim Gott
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Michael Batek

Bob Bowers

John Brugo

Tony Bryhan

Howard Cohen

Steven Dahout

Bill Daniels

Rich Dege

David Feind

Lloyd Frisbee

Rebecca Frisbee

Ron Geren

Al Gore

Jim Gott

Herb Green

Rich Johnson

Barbara Jones

Harry Levin

John Overmire

Rick Parfitt

Gary Petretti

Dick Pickering

Mike Pogue

Steve Rosenthal

Phil Roybal

Mike Rude

Robert Sakauye

Carolyn Salinas

Frank Salinas

Ayman Sayed

Ard Sealy

Bob Tang

Craig Thorson

Glenn Vaughan

Michael Wiley

I
Ironmen are those who com-

plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2006. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A green bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail Phil 
at prmguard-svweditor@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

IRoNmAN RulES

• Entries must not have 
been shown before.

• If you miss a month’s 
Challenge, you may 
bring it to a Sawdust 
Session, or to the fol-
lowing meeting. 

• If you bring a make-up 
Challenge to a meeting, 
you must also show the 
current month’s Chal-
lenge piece. 

2006 chAllENgES

Nov.  With Holes
Dec.  Gift


