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All Creations Great and Small

Glenn Krueg did a very nice demo 
on miniature turning, includ-
ing showing us the tools he uses, 
demonstrating some of his turn-
ing techniques, and providing a 
handout, resource references, etc.    
Please see Glenn’s handout, if you 
were not at the meeting, for more 
details.
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I have enjoyed lead-
ing the Silicon Valley 
Woodturners for all these 
years.  Most of all, the 
highlight for me from all 
the years has been to see 
the progress and develop-
ment of our members as 
Woodturners.  Our show 
and tell sessions have 

been more versatile than ever expected.  
Again for me that is what it is all about, the 
sharing, and the enjoyment of the sharing.  
All I can think of to cover this experience 
is to say Thank You!
I also would like to say Thank You for all 
your support throughout the years as your 
club President.  I hate that word, “Presi-
dent”; “Headstock” always seemed a better 
description for holding a project like ours 
together.
This next year our club will have a new 
staff.  They will need OUR full support, as 
you have given me.

My new position to help support the 
SVW, will be the H & G show coor-
dinator.  

It takes many people to keep a group 
like ours going.  The SVW will need 
everyone’s support and participation.  
Please step up and do your part, let’s 
get beyond the “hotdog and soda en-
tertain me” way of thinking and sup-
port and participate in the SVW.

The Johnson’s Rich & Michelle wish 
you all “Happy Holidays” and we 
hope all is well with you and yours.  
Thank You for being part of our Fam-
ily.      

Keep it Round     

PRES SEZ

Next Month...
Join us Wednesday, Jan.5th, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “Laminated  ”

In January:
New Year, New Officers, New blood?
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

    Colaborated
1. Rich Johnson explained that his original intention got “blown 
up” in interpretation. He had hoped he would turn something from 
a “given” piece of wood.  It turns (no pun intended) that he got a 
roughed out vessel from Ayman and made it into a potpourri bowl for 
this challenge.

2. Becky Frisbee explained that a long time ago member, Tom 
Donnelly, had been doing soap drying and gave Becky a roughed out 
bowl which she had put on the shelf a few years ago.  So Becky took 
the warped blank and made an inlay with beveled glass and tile grout.  
She told us that she learned that you don’t use duct tape.  For turning, 
Becky used a bowl gouge, spindle gouge and parting tool. She doesn’t 
know what the wood is.

3. Johnny Alias mad a necklace.  His granddaughter came to him 
with a project for a school presentation – Chinese letter block printing.  
She came up with 3 symbols which they carved together according to 
her design. Johnny turned and then Scott lasered. The beads are cherry 
and walnut.

4. Jim Gott and Grant Beech worked together using Grant’s wood, 
a piece of camphor.  They turned (wet) a vessel for which they both 
turned part of the inside and part of the outside.    To take the collabo-
ration to another leave, they also did part of the work on each person’s 
lathe.  It is finished with Danish oil and sanding sealer.  The inside is 
shinier than outside because they buffed the inside with abralon 4000 
grit. But then outside vibrated too much so they “only” sanded to 500. 

 
5. Phil Roybal described a collaboration with his wife – a pendant  
made from African blackwood with a padauk inlay.  Phil did the turning 
and his wife did the beadwork.  It has a 50 50 finish.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 6

6. Colin Mackenzie showed us a walnut lamp base, which he turned 
and having a lamp shade that Thelma painted and pierced.

7. Ard Sealy, collaborating with Rich Johnson,  turned a hollow form 
started from a piece of wood that was 3 foot wide and 8 inches thick.  With 
rich’s encouragement (this is the collaboration) kept cutting away to get rid 
of cracks.

8. Bob Gerenser and Herb Green collaborated on two wood and stone 
hollow forms.  Herb did the stone work and Bob did the segment padauk. 
They used salmon alabaster stone on one of the hollow forms.  Note:  The 
stone is not an inlay, it goes all the way through.

9. Marcus Moody and Bob Gerenser collaborated to make a walking 
cane.  Marcus has a mill that makes a spiral.  The woodturning is involved  in 
making the segment transition from the handle to the shaft.  The finish is 
wipe on poly.

10. Dick Pickering and Herb Green collaborated to make vessels with 
lights inside.    There are 3 led lights inside each one.  Herb did the stone 
work and Dick turned the wood.  The light shows through the stone.  The red 
is an acrylic plastic that works like a light tube. It form uses 2 AA batteries.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 7

11. Jim Benson (and Soren Berger) showed the lampshade he 
won in the drawing and claimed this was a collaboration – he got 
the Presidential buzzing.  Actually, Jim showed a hollow form, from 
a piece of wood that he got from Kent, that developed a crack and 
he put together with a “zipper”.

12. Dean Adkins and Harry Levin collaborated on a madrone 
burl that Dean roughed out 2-3 years ago, then boiled and dried.  
Harry did final turning and applied texture using the Sorby textur-
ing tool.  The finish was a sprayed waterborne lacquer from Target 
Coatings which builds up faster than wipe on 50-50 and did not 
cause any orange peel. A few dust nibs were easily buffed out with 
white diamond abrasive on a Beal buffing system.

13. Scott Landon and Marcus Moody (and Kent Mosely in ab-
sentia) collaborated on a leather bowl.  At a sawdust session awhile 
back, Marcus had a bowl that came off the lathe and which he was 
throwing away.  So Scott took (have we heard this story before?) the 
piece and they agreed to do a collaboration.  When Kent was mov-
ing he gave something with leather that was cut and inlayed.  The 
finish is minwax and tung oil.  There are two layers of leather and 
thin plywood in between.

14. Oscar Wittrock, John, and Jack Todd collaborated on an 
olive bowl.
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Show and Tell
1. Glenn Kreug forgot to bring a treen for October’s President 
Challenge.  Glenn recalled something made by his father-in-law 55 
years ago on a Shopsmith.  His father-in-law made muddlers.  So 
Glenn made a set of muddlers for all his friends.  But to go a step 
further the muddlers come in male and female pairs.

2. Jeff Thorson shared that he found an ipad app called pot-
tery which shows bowls, proportion. etc

3. Kyle Travers (a newcomer – see above) showed us his first 
bowl turned from black acacia with a 50 50 finish.

4. Ard Sealey turned a spalted maple platter which got kind of 
funky, and used a 50 50 finish.

5. Oscar Wittrock, for a Christmas gift, started making jewelry 
boxes from the strawberry wood we got in Mountain View.

6. Gary Keogh had two pieces to show us
a. A bowl made from a 2x4; Gary got the plans for this project 
from the AAW website.  The story is that a person was asked to 
make a bowl for a charity auction. The outside is red mahogany 
stain. In the original project, Dave Ramsey applied 15 coats of 
finish.  Gary applied 6 coats, did not like the results, sanded it all 
down to raw wood, and applied wipe-on poly.  The moral of this 
story is that one can make silk purse out of sow’s ear.  The original 
got $500 in the charity auction. 
b. As a second piece, Gary brought his 2nd attempt at a hol-
low form from mango and cocobolo.  The finish is 50 50.
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7. Scott Landon made a bowl from black walnut with polymer clay 
inlay on both the sides and the rim.    Scott used the Sorby Hollowing 
three-in-one tool.  The finish is Minwax and Tung oil.

8. Tom Schmida shared that he was intrigued by a baby rattle Phil.   
So Tom made a rattle as well, describing the need for the rattle to be 
sized correctly to avoid any chance of choking – the baby not Tom.

9. Charlie Belden, after explaining that he doesn’t normally turn 
“round and brown”, showed us an oak bowl that is finished with lac-
quer.  In “truer” Charlie fashion, he also showed us a walnut modified 
version of a winged vessel he is carving on. Charlie says it is sensual to 
hold.  It is there to be felt.

10. Jim Benson made a watch from redwood burl.  Actually he 
bought the watch; it is encased in the burl.

Continued from page 9
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 
you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Jim Benson        (831) 475-5615

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Grant Beech (408) 723-7330
grantbeech@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Colin and Thelma’s lamp
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STAFF REPORTSRIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

AAW symposium will be in the Bay area in 

2012.  Dale Larson asked if we would like to 

help.  They hire vendors but use club people as 

gophers.  We may be used as a source for wood, 

etc.  More news to follow.  The Symposium has 

never been in bay area before.  7 clubs in area.  

Undecided where they might hold this in the bay 

area.

Herb Green(VP/Programs)

CraIG ThOrsON (TreasUrer)
Treasury reports are available to members. 

See Craig.

Phil Roybal (LIbRaRIaN)

Everything available in the library is listed on the 

yahoo group site.

GRaNt bEEch (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. Sew-on 

patches are $5. Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 

when you work shows such as the Woodworking show 

as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)

Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club member needs 

a get-well card, a new-member info packet, or some 

other contact from the club.

Other Business

  

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?

Scott Landon’s Navaho bowl
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

Club elections for 2011 were held at this meeting.  The results are as follows:

Position     Officer/Members  Comments

President  Ard Sealy 
Vice President  Grant Beech 
Treasurer  Craig Thorson 
Secretary  Howard Cohen
   Colin Mackenzie It was agreed at the meeting, by vote, that Colin would be  
      the designated substitute for Howard when he is absent   
      during many of the summer months
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee 
Photographer  Jim Gott
 
Property Management Committee  Gary Keogh, Bob Gerenser 

Home & Garden Show Chair   Rich Johnson 

Ways and Means    John Whittier 

Librarian     Phil Roybal
 
Webmaster     Charlie Belden
 
Site Prep Committee    Johnny Alias, Milton West 
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A blue bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2011 chaLLENGES

Jan  “Laminated”

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


