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There comes a time when 
each of us has to say that’s 
enough.  It is time for me 
to do just that.  I will not 
be running for the SVW 
Presidency for this next 
term.  This has nothing to 
do with any AAW or SVW 
issues.  It is just time for 
me to step down.  I have 

been doing this since the ‘80’s.  My family and 
I need a break.  This should not affect the SVW 
meeting place or demo locations for a while.  As 
long as we (the Johnson’s) are still here at this 
location SVW is welcome to have the meetings 
and programs here.  There will be issues coming 
up as to SVW property storage and meeting loca-
tions.  If we are told to move then SVW property 
will need a new home.  Maybe the Sawdust shop 
is a possibility, since so many of our members are 
part of that shop also.  I am bringing this up now 
because it is time to start thinking of staffing for 
next year.  We have no meeting in DEC.  There-
fore nominations need to be suggested/made at 
the OCT meeting and Voting should take place at 
the Nov Meeting.  The following staff positions 
are required for an AAW Chapter:  President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  These 
staff positions MUST be AAW members.   SVW 

also has the following staff positions that 
help the SVW; News letter Editor, Apparel 
coordinator,   Ways & Means (Wood col-
lector), Librarian, “H & G” show coordina-
tor, and a Sunshine coordinator.  This is to 
show you as members how many people 
it takes to operate the SVW.  Which posi-
tion will you volunteer for?   SVW needs 
you…. 
Pres: Drives the bus, VP says where to 
stop, Treasure pays for the gas and the Sec 
keeps track of what is going on. Official 
descriptions I have in the AAW by-laws.  
The other SVW positions are pretty much 
self explanatory.
I will continue to have my SAWDUST 
SESSIONS as long as I can.  Remember 
this is not an Official club activity.  My 
shop is open to everyone on WED non 
meeting nights for sharing and learning.
Pres Challenge for Sept. is: “Faceplate 
only”.  This is a test!!  Pay attention to 
what you use.  Make a turning using only a 
faceplate(s).  Remember a Jacobs chuck is 
not a faceplate.

Keep it Round!
   

PRES SEZ

Next Month...
Join us Wednesday, Sept.1st, at 7 P.M., Rich's 

Center is located behind his home at 14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road 
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 
0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We 
all learn together.

President's Challenge: “Faceplate”

In September:
Mike Lanahan will being showing us 
how he makes those beautiful shaving 
brushes everyone admires.
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CHECK IT OUT
from the SVW Library

Advanced segmented turning
Phil Roybal

Lessons in Segmented 
Woodturning, vol. 3

Malcolm Tibbetts is a full-time 
studio artist who does remarkable 
things with segmented turnings. In 
this DVD, Malcolm shows us how.

He begins with stave turning—
building a bowl blank from tapered 
slats, then turning it. He details the 
fixtures needed to prepare the slats, 
then shows how he shapes them, 
glues them into a cone, and turns 
them. As he turns, he adds accent 
rings and a top and bottom to cre-
ate hollow forms.

 Tibbetts next introduces us to 
his amazing ribbons, assembled 
from partial bowls. The bowls 

begin as stave-built construction 
(following upon the first lesson of 
the DVD), assembled into bowl 
blanks that look like 90º cones, and 
turned. The result is a set of bowls 
with no bottoms, rather like fun-
nels. These he cuts into half-bowls 
and quarter-bowls, which he rotates 
and assembles into a variety of un-
usual shapes, none of which looks 
at all like a lathe-turned bowl. 

 The final project of the DVD 
is a ribbon bowl—a structure that 
curves back upon itself in a way 
that could never be turned directly. 
Tibbetts begins with concentric 
segmented rings, then builds up a 
structure rather like a truck wheel 
and hub, which he turns to final 
shape. He then cuts the turning into 
pieces, which he rotates and as-
sembles into his final concept.

The production values are high 
on this DVD, with good lighting 
and focus, and clear audio. Tib-
betts gives us his process, and the 
tips and tricks that allow a turner to 
reproduce them. 

Check it out in the library!
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TURNING OUTPresident’s Challenge 

    Sculptured
Rich Johnson had a lot of trouble making something for his 
challenge to the Club.
He took a Redwood bottle-like form from his trash box, but 
is was a complete failure, trash. Next he took a maple bowl 
and carved all kinds of sculptured figures, again he dis-
carded this effort. He ended up with a wacky combination 
cocobolo sculptured and turned. It completed but not yet 
finished, probably will use 400 grit, Abralon, wax and buff.

Jim Benson—Sails

Two sails on two blocks of wood. They could be sharks. 
Douglas fir, and 50:50 Triple E and wax. The sails were cut 
from a thin walled bowl and mounted on the blocks.

Dick Pickering—Sculptured Bowl 
Spalted Maple. Dick carved a “Sculpted” feature band on his 
bowl, but the spalting made the carving look irregular. To 
cover up the spalting he tried to make it look like cocobolo, 
by coloring the carved area with a brown “Sharpie” marking 
pen. Wiping on lacquer made streaks in the brown marking 
ink, looking much like the grain of cocobolo. A “happy ac-
cident”

Herb Green—Olive Flowers

Olive flower center-piece, three flowers, each made by nest-
ing four natural edged turnings, presented on an olive base 
and supported by brass stems.

Ard Sealy—Walnut Candlestick for Man Cave
 
Made from a single block of walnut with squared top and 
bottom section tapered to the center and cut out of align-
ment, center turned with beads off centered, the top sec-
tion is natural edged with a turned bowl that was sculpted 
to form squared inside corners and glass candle holder 
inserted, finished with 50/50 lacquer and buffed
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President’s Challenge continued from page 6

Grant Beech—Bowl
While his wife was out walking with a girl friend they found a downed tree, 
came home excited and told him so he got in his truck and found the wood 
in the street a few blocks from home.  It was a rotten silktree, also known as a 
mimosa or powder-puff-tree. The bottom section was rotten. He turned the 
outside of the bowl then sculptured flutes around the bowl. He started the 
flutes with a file, then a Dermal and deepened the flutes. Sanded the flutes 
with a contour sander, finished with fifty-fifty.

Bob Gerenser—Hollow-Form

Produced a pumpkin hollow-form almost life size. The bowl was beautifully 
sculptured to make the result look just like a proper pumpkin with a small 
hole in the top for hollowing. A carved stem plugs this access hole to finish 
the pumpkin.  Wood: Poplar finished with wipe on poly.

Ron Geren—Shaving Basin
Produced a shaving basin in the manner of a real basin used by barbers in 
the 16th century. It is in the shape of a shallow bowl with a piece carved 
out of one side in the manner of a bite. This allowed the bowl to be placed 
just below the chin allowing the surplus water and soap to be collected in 
the bowl while the barber was shaving his customer. The bottom and rim of 
the bowl was carved to make it look old and used. The bowl was made from 
three glued-up Baltic Birch rounds and was spray painted with hammered 
gold to give an old metal appearance.

Colin Mackenzie—Sculpture: Recovery.
Named Recovery the sculpture consisted of woodturning pieces that had 
been rejected for reason or another. The base was a round of sycamore on 
top of which was a hemisphere of walnut, on top of which was another 
hemisphere of maple. Piercing the top hemisphere was a hole from which 
project and oblong stick of walnut. This all represented a complicated hu-
man picture.

Johnny Alias—Leafed Plate

Made a striking Leafed Plate, it contrasted markedly with the presentations 
of other challengers by being sculptured in beech wood with leaves painted 
with acrylic in many colors centered in the base of the plate.  A remarkable 
exhibit.”

Mike Lanahan—Chess Knight
Produced an unusual Chess Knight. It was carved from mahogany and air 
brushed with spray-on poly with little white beads for eyes.
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President’s Challenge continued from page 7

Marcus Moody—Stuff

Presented a vase with carved flowers also a bowl with golf ball like 
disks on the side. He creamed and carved it with a handle and ask 
cook pine, hickory Baltic wood. Wiped-on-poly.

Scott Landen—Something

As usual Scott did not disappoint us. He presented us with the most 
elaborate piece of the evening. It demonstrated a master of detail 
and techniques not usually seen on wood turned pieces. Briefly 
there were two large half circles measuring about a foot in diameter 
mounted at ninety degrees to each other. It represented an equato-
rial sundial.

The decoration was unusual in that black and white cardboard was 
used on the inside edges of the two pieces which were three quar-
ter of inch wide. The two pieces of cardboard were glued together 
and then glued to the inside of each hemisphere. The topmost 
piece of card-board was finely etched using laser power to reveal 
the white or black color beneath making the resulting decoration 
striking to the eye. The mechanism and method of action was not 
fully detailed or understood by the writer.
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Show and Tell
Jim Benson

Chain Saw Granberg mobile sharpening tool was 
demonstrated by Jim. To be used in the field. 

He also exhibited a rosewood and white wood 
letter-opener.

Ard Sealy—Black Oak Hollow-Form.

This black oak peace was hollowed from the bot-
tom requiring a new foot be added of Osage 
orange, the flue style top was scrupled to form a 
flower outline.  A vacuum chuck was used to re-
move and finish the foot.  The piece was finished 
with 50/50 sanding sealer and 50/50 lacquer.

Brian Butler—Bottle Stoppers
A rack of bottle stoppers of various woods con-
tained in a rack many turned with different meth-
ods. Some were multi wooden pieces.  A turned 
square-plate of two different woods he had never 
turned the before. A unique bottle stopper with 
the large inverted like funnel upside-down. Finish 
spray lacquer.

Grant Beech—Bowl

Grant was having problems when making deep 
bowls so Jim Gott suggested he make his bowls 
shallower until he gets it figured out.  He shows 
his shallow bowl made of Silk-tree, (also known 
as mimosa).  He also turned this bowl on centers.  
Finish is the usual 50:50 Deft.
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George Hall—Box

Small box with a finial Maple Paduk on a stand Paduk 
is the stand. Finish, Shellac and buffed and then wax.

Bob Gernener—Olive Bowl natural edge.
As an anniversary gift for his son and daughter-in-
law, Bob Gerenser turned a natural edge Olive bowl. 
The bowl was finished with wipe-on poly and buffed 
using a Don Pencil system.  Bob’s son had brought 
the wood from an olive orchard in the Chico area, 
where he had been on a business trip

Ron Geren—Rack of Razors 

Ron exhibited a rack of 6 shaving razors made from 
assorted woods. The razor hardware is a new chrome 
design available through Berea and Arizona Silhou-
ette and they are made on a pen mandrel. The finish 
is 2-3 coats of waterproof Tung Oil dried overnight. 
He also made the razor stand out of Poplar.

Oscar Wittrock

Oscar told us that he obtained a box of wood from 
Kent. From that wood he used walnut and maple for 
the top and bottom of ?????? Rack for flower pot or 
other item. There is a different pattern on the top and 
the bottom.

Johnny Alias—Rings

An elaborate display of walnut rings that rotate on 
a wooden base.  The 3 rings are placed one on top 
of each other offset and fixed together using dowel 
pegs at about 30 degrees of each circle.  These are 
mounted with a long dowel on top of a tapered cylin-
der made of walnut.  Finish is 3 coats of 50 50.

Continued from page 9



Continued from page 10



  Page 10

I

CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Valley 
Woodturners and the newsletter month 
and year for any material you use, and 
mention our web site: www.svwood-
turners.org. Note that if we’ve flagged 
an article as having been reprinted 
from another source with permission, 
you must secure that same permission 
in order to use that material.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
Kent Mosley      (510) 745-7648
Jim Benson        (831) 475-5615

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Rich@latheart.com

V.P./Program Chairs
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 678-1970
chomes@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408) 378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Grant Beech (408) 723-7330
grantbeech@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Webmaster
Charlie Beldon (408) 559-1582
charlieb@accesscom.com

Librarian
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

   Don Quixote may have thought 
this bowl was The Golden Helmet 
from Mambrino was a fictional 
Moorish king, celebrated in the 
romances of chivalry. According to 
legend, Mambrino possessed a hel-
met of pure gold that rendered its 
wearer invulnerable. Possession of 
the helmet was the ambition of all 
the paladins of Charlemagne, and it 
was carried off by first by Gradasso, 
King of Sericane, and a second time 
by Rinaldo (Orlando Furioso), who 
slew Gradasso at Barcelona
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STAFF REPORTSRIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

AAW symposium will be in the Bay area in 

2012.  Dale Larson asked if we would like to 

help.  They hire vendors but use club people as 

gophers.  We may be used as a source for wood, 

etc.  More news to follow.  The Symposium has 

never been in bay area before.  7 clubs in area.  

Undecided where they might hold this in the bay 

area.

Herb Green(VP/Programs)

None scheduled

CraIG ThOrsON (TreasUrer)
Treasury reports are available to members. 

See Craig.

Phil Roybal (LIbRaRIaN)

Everything available in the library is listed on the 

yahoo group site.

GRaNt bEEch (aPPaREL)
Hats are now available at $10 each. Sew-on 

patches are $5. Be sure to wear your SVW insignia 

when you work shows such as the Woodworking show 

as an SVW staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)

Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a club member needs 

a get-well card, a new-member info packet, or some 

other contact from the club.

Other Business

  

Have you changed email addresses?  Have you 
moved?  Have you changed phone numbers?  We are 
trying to update our roster and found many things 
have changed over the year.  If you have changed, 
let Howard know so that he can update the roster.  It 
is also time to renew your membership to SVW and 
AAW.  It is really important to be an AAW member.

Have you changed?



LETTERS
Hi fellow turners,

I want to take this opportunity to thank Rich Johnson and Ard Sealy for the hands on sanding 
demos that they put on at the Sawdust session Wednesday night. For the past 2 days I have been using 
the slow is better approach to sanding along with the light touch. My results have outstanding. I have 
always been a “pedal to the metal” type of guy but no more.

I would also like to add that Scot showed a work in progress that wowed everyone and I can’t 
wait to see the finished product. Jim Gott passed around 2 pieces that were very nice and shared his 
method for keeping the bark on his natural edge pieces. Grant made a very nice bowl in a style I have 
not tried yet and plan to after seeing his piece.

I will not be at the next Sawdust but hope that some of you that haven’t been to one will attend 
one of these sessions. Bring a piece that you are working on and let us see it. You never know but you 
also may have a WOW moment.

Keep Turning,

John Whittier

Hi Everyone, 

John thanks for the compliment and I am glad to hear the sanding process is working for you. 
 I want to support John’s recommendation for people attend a Sawdust session.  This is Rich’s 

offering of providing a forum for us t learn from each other as to how to improve our turning, and 
it is not a club event but it is open to all turners.  Attendee’s such as Jim Gott, Glen Krueg, Dick 
Pickering, Herb Green, Rich and other that have years of experience provide a wealth of knowledge 
and help us lesser turners ways to overcome challenges we are facing.  We have discussed and shared 
in areas of finishes, types of glue, how to do a glue up that we want to separate, design suggestions 
and discussions as “who is the audience for the turning”, this is a how to forum.  Tuners have shared 
their turnings that are not shown at club meetings that I have found as an inspiration to new turning 
designs.  This is an open discussion forum with limited structure, a turners challenge is often taken 
to the lathe for a hands on training for all of us as to how to overcome the challenge often with more 
than one way to do something by different individuals.

I want to encourage you all to attend a Sawdust session, bring something to share, bring one of 
your challenges and bring a friend or someone that is thinking of becoming a wood turner.

Keep the shavings flying,

 Ard
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

They look both friendly, and suspicious; are surrounded by several shiny, round wooden 
objects; and may be considered dangerous.  When asked to produce papers to verify their 
cultural ties to this festival, they were unable to comply.  
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Ironmen are those who complete 
all 12 President’s Challenge projects for 
2009. Those who meet the challenge are 
awarded distinctive IRONMAN name 
badges. A blue bar in the chart below 
means that person has completed the 

project for the month indicated.
You needn’t be a great turner, 

you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2010 chaLLENGES

Sept: Faceplate (only)
Oct: Treen

IRoNMaN RuLES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


