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"Throughlay" the Ace Way
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January, 2002

Ace Foster
holds a

throughlaid
blank and

goblet.

About 30 years ago, a
friend gave Ace a
bandsaw and lathe he’d
gotten from his father.
Not too long after, Ace
went to the Saratoga
estate sale of a hard-
wood lumber sales-

man
who
had
re-
cently
died.
The
man
had

been a founding member of the Inter-
national Wood Collectors Society.
Ace bought a bunch of veneer sheets
that day.

Some time later, as he was cutting a piece of
wood on the bandsaw, he noticed that the blade
kerf was about same width as the veneer’s
thickness. He tried cutting a turning blank
apart, gluing veneer into the cut, and regluing
the piece. Then he turned it as a spindle. The
veneer pattern in the finished turning was
fascinating, and Ace went on to explore this
new approach, which he calls "throughlay".

Ace learned that in construction, less is
more. If he
made a fancy
blank with too
many pieces, it
wouldn’t clamp
well and the
veneer would
break.  He also
learned to use
technology to
design his pieces.
He started with a
pencil, but today
he uses a drafting
program on a
computer to
make paper
patterns which
he glues onto
the wood
before
cutting.

Ace
begins
construction
on the
bandsaw,
cutting dry
wood blanks
with 1/4" or

Ace prepares a spindle
blank for throughlay.
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Join us at our next meeting, on Wednes-
day, February 6th, at 7 P.M., when
segmented turning artist Warren Atkins
will show us his techniques.
Location: Rich Johnson’s Woodturning
Center in San Jose.
Rich’s Center is located behind his
home at 14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose.
From Hwy. 680, take the McKee Road
exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon Ave.
Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Joanne Ave.
Remember: Bring your chair and items for the Show and Tell
portion of the meeting. We all learn together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: A CRAFT ITEM

RichRichRichRichRich

I would like to thank all
of you that participated
in the last President’s

Challenge. It was great!!! We
had a great turn out and some
very nice pieces. This next
month’s challenge should be a
lot of fun come meeting time.
This challenge should and
could involve everyone. We

all have a "craft item" we produce for our
friends, the kids, or family. Rich and Rich both
do tops, Ron does mushrooms, Lou does bottle
toppers, Dick and Harry and Mike do pens. So
what do the rest of you do? Bring in something
(a "craft item") for the challenge. Remember
you could win a gift certificate for craft sup-
plies, or $$... or, you could be a Judge!

Speaking of a craft item, our program was
very informative and interesting at the last
meeting, Ace did good! Now, wait till you see
what Harry did with the information from Ace.

Our new year is starting off with a lot on our
plates. We need to get stuff turned for the Home
and Garden Shows. There are two shows very
close together, Jan & Feb. They are open to all
SVW members. If you want to sell your
turnings, this is a great place to get started. It
gives you experience dealing with the public
and the way they see your work. Each show has
some real surprises. You will find there is no
way to figure out what sells and what does not,
because everyone sees it differently. You will
find it to be very rewarding to show someone
your work or someone else’s work and to be
able to share your turning knowledge with
them. Their faces really light up as you tell
them about a piece. So join us if you can. If you
are not ready to put your pieces out then come
and help in the booth.

One more thing  our Mentor program is up
and running, or off and running, or running
or  well anyway there are people taking
advantage of this new program. So don’t be shy.
The mentors are there to help you if they can,
so call them. You will find it is fun for both of
you to share information.
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Offcuts
It’s dues time. Lots of members have already

paid their $25 annual membership fee, giving
us money for projects such as the Home &
Garden show booth, and paying demonstrators
to dazzle us at our monthly meetings. But not
every member is paid up for 2002. Those who
pay by the February meeting will remain on the
SVWoodturners group list to receive newslet-
ters and participate in discussions. Those who
haven’t paid will be removed from the group.
To rejoin for 2002, just pay by cash or check
(made out to Jim Gott), and let Phil Roybal
know you paid. Then you’re set for the year.

HOME AND GARDEN SHOW

SVW took
on all comers
at the Santa
Clara Con-
vention
Center for the
January

Ready to go (above) and almost set up in
our new booth (below)

Home and Garden Show.  Our display with the
new carpet and shelves looked great, and the
club was well represented.  We had a fair show
over all; not one of the biggest and not the
worst.  We took in $1000 over the three days.

We have another show next month in San
Mateo.  Our April show has been moved to
June at the San Jose Convention Center. It will
be our first time there and should be fun.

If you would like to sell your turnings this is
a great place and way to do it.

MISSING SOMETHING?
Did you leave this plate and pot holder at

the SVW
Xmas Party?
If so, please
claim it from
Rich
Johnson.
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Show &Tell, President's Challenge

Go to President’s Challenge, page 6

Show & Tell
Harry

Keller
brought in a
puzzler: a
piece of wood
for us to
identify, and a pen of that wood. There were
lots of guesses, all wrong. Harry finally
revealed it to be a species of eucalyptus that
could be dyed to look like mahogany.

Don
Bonnett
brought a
couple small
bowls he’d
turned
recently. One
was a
Cambodian
ebony bowl.
The other was
a masur birch
bowl turned
across
diagonally opposite corners of a blank.

President's Challenge
Dick Pickering, Craig

Thorson, and Jean Roy had
their work cut out to judge one
of our largest President’s
Challenges: to produce a
natural edged turning of some
kind.

Phil Roybal led off with a
buckeye burl and ebony vase,
featuring bookmatched burl

slabs for a
base. He
finished with
oil and
Varathane,
and took first
prize.

Tony
Bryhan
showed an ash bowl, initially finished with
Safflower oil. He experienced some mildew
problems, so
he refinished
with Watco.
Also brought
an ash bowl
with no finish
and a bowl
made from
orange tree
wood.

Jim Gott
took third place with an Australian willow form
made from one of Rich Dege’s blanks. He
finished with Jasco Tung Oil and the Beale
System.

Dick Jessing also showed a buckeye burl
vase. He finished this unusual wood with

Harry’s mystery wood.

Don  shows his birch and
ebony bowls.

Phil’s buckeye burl and
ebony vase took first place.

Tony shows a bowl of
orange wood.

Jim took third place with
this Australian willow form.

Dick’s buckeye burl vase
took second place.
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Continued
from pg. 1

Go to Jigs, page 6.

3/8" blades.
He keeps a
constant
speed through
the saw so the
kerf has an
even width. If
he’s turning
plates, he
might stack-
cut a couple
boards, then
swap parts to
get similar
plates with
complimentary inserts. He inserts dry veneer
sheets, then assembles his blanks with yellow
glue, though he’s now experimenting with
Gorilla glue.
Where his
design
requires end-
grain gluing,
he first puts a
coat of glue
on the end
grain and lets
it dry to fill

the pores. Then he applies a second coat and
clamps the piece for a day before turning it.

Goblets are simply turned between centers.
Plates and bowls get a waste block glued on for
chucking.

Ace’s technique is simple, but it produces a
wide range of design possibilities, and his
samples illustrated many of them. He showed
plates with inlaid star designs, where the work
is in getting the points of the star to come out
on the rim. There were goblets with sheets of
inlay at angles across the axis to produce
intertwined rings, and a belt buckle made from
sycamore and walnut veneer. He also showed
some closed forms made from pieces that he’d
inlaid separately and glued together.

Ace’s technique can really liven up a
turning, and
he encour-
aged us to
give it a try.
He even
donated some
pieces of
veneer for
those who
wanted to
play with the
technique.

"The trick with star designs
is to get the points to come

out on the rim of the pieces.

A complex piece that was
difficult to glue up properly. Ace’s collection of

throughlay pieces.

MENTOR PROGRAM

Our Mentor program now includes five
volunteer mentors. Contact Phil Roybal to
join the list. Members who need some help
(but not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
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President’s
Challenge,
con’t. from
pg. 4.

OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
PropertiesByCraig@wwdb.org

Treasurer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net

Jigs, con’t.
from pg. 5

rson
Ave
403

sanding sealer and wax and the Beale System.
This piece tood second place. Good stuff, that
buckeye burl!

Rich
Johnson
turned an oak
bowl that
showed
interesting
wavey figure,
and another
palm bowl *with hardener on the outside).

John
Brugo
brought a
coast live oak
bowl that had
been full of
borers before
he
microwaved
it. He finished
with beeswax and mineral oil, coating the piece
thickly and microwaving it, then polishing. He
also brought a eucalyptus bowl from a tree
across from DMV in Los Gatos. He said a big
crack opened
as the bowl
dryed from 3
to 2 pounds.

Gary
Petretti
brought a
walnut  bowl
from an old
blank to make
a vase. he
finished the
bowl with
tung oil

Mike
Rude
displayed a
redbark
eucalyptus
bowl from a
Santa Clara
tree, as well

as a large redwood burl platter, both finished
with spray lacquer.

Josh
Salesin
brought a
pine burl bud
vase with a
test tube for
water. He
also showed a
spalted alder
toothpick
holder. Both
were finished
with sanding
sealer and
buffed.

Next month’s Challenge: a craft item
such as a pen, bottle topper, key ring,
perfume atomizer, spurtle, etc.

Rich’s oak bowl.

John’s live oak and
eucalyptus bowls.

Gary s walnut bowl.

Mike’s eucalyptus and
redwood turnings.

Josh’s pine burl vase and
spalted alder toothpick

holder
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PRESIDENT (RICH JOHNSON)

Dues are due by the next meeting. They are $26
for the year.

Debbie Bress, who was elected VP last
month, has had to resign under the pressure of
finding employment. Craig Thorson has
volunteered to take her place (thanks, Craig). If
you have program ideas, tell him.

TREASURER (JIM GOTT)
Income:
Hats $10.00
Videos $12.00
Raffle $0.00
Membership $375.00
Checking interest $.67

Expenses:
Xmas party ham (Michelle) $59.00
January demo (Ace) 50.00
New Balance $1431.14

Jim and Rich bought carpet for the Home
and Garden Show booth and will cut it before
the show.

SECRETARY/EDITOR (PHIL ROYBAL)
Our first mentors list was included in the

last newsletter. SVWoodturners group now will
automatically email members a reminder about
upcoming meetings.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

APPAREL

Dick Pickering has SVW hats at $10 ea.

NEW BUSINESS

MENTOR PROGRAM

Rich Johnson and Rich Dege join our list of
volunteer mentors in this month’s newsletter.

MISCELLANEOUS

Dick Jessing suggests we visit
www.lumberlady.com (Yuma Hardwoods) for
Australian, Mexican, and South American
wood. He’s bought from them and recommends
them.

Josh Salesin suggested the club hold a silent
auction where we can sell tools and materials
we don’t need, and buy things we do. The idea
was
enthusiastically
accepted by the
group, and the
auction is
tentatively
scheduled for
June.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson’s Woodturners’ Bootcamp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. An
all day class. Book available. Sign up now.
(408) 254-8485.

RON NEWCOMB

* Kiwi Tools Guaranteed woodturning tools
* Sandpaper Eagle brand wet or dry
* 3M Sanding Sponges 120 to 1500 grit

1.510.797.6665 ronwoodart@aol.com, or see
Ron at club meetings.

Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center           (408) 254-8485

Tee-shirts $12
Hats $11
Cups $ 6

Turning Tools: P & N Woodturning Tools from Australia
Better prices than in any catalog

Hollowing tool set made locally
With handle, three tools and handle guide $100

Viking hollowing Tool from New Zealand
with sharpening jig $50

New distributor for Starbond CA glue,
world’s Best Cyanoacrylate Adhesives
4 viscosities available for all applications 2 oz $6

Pen Kits available:
Brea Hardwoods Pen & Pencil kits now available, ready for Xmas.


