
Holiday Party 
A good time was had by all that attended the Hol-

iday Party at The Old Spaghetti Factory Dec. 7th.  

As usual, there was good food, good company, 

holiday cheer, merriment and the Yankee (steal-a

-gift) Gift Exchange to entertain us at the end. 

                               More photos inside. 
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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 1/9/2013 

Next Meeting Date Moved 
Greetings to All! 

 

I know everyone is busy this time of the year, 

so I'll cut to the chase. 

 

The January meeting will be held Wednesday 

January 9th at the Eagle's Hall. Same time, 

7:00 'till about 9:00 or 9:30, but this month 

only, the meeting will be the SECOND 

Wednesday. 

Bob 

Brain Surgery 

Some men shave 

their heads to be 

stylish, but for 

David Feind it 

was preparation 

for brain surgery.  

By his posted 

accounts he is 

doing marvel-

ously after sur-

gery, from stick-

ing out his tongue, to talking, walking and driving.  

So you better look out, he’s mobile again. 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Ard Sealy 

 

A good time had by all that attended the club’s 

Holiday party.  If you did not attend you missed 

a great opportunity to share a dinner and drinks 

with your fellow club members and spouses.   

 

As this is my last message as President and I 

want to express my gratitude to the individuals 

from whom I and the club received their support.   

 

Bob Gerenser as Vice President was always 

there, he worked with new support retailers to 

obtain items for the President Challenge draw-

ings. He worked to make the public aware of Silicon Valley 

Woodturners as well as performing the duties of Vice President.   

 

Our Treasurer, Grant Beech, created a complete set of financial 

books that can be audited, and will be able to support a tax ex-

empt position.  He also obtained our meeting location at the Ea-

gles.  

 

Howard Cohen and (substitute) Colin Mackenzie performed as 

club secretary at club meetings and board meetings. 

 

The Board Member at Large, Glenn Krueg, provided some guid-

ance to the board which helped throughout the year.  

 

Our Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan has done an outstanding 

job producing one of the most informative chapter newsletters of 

the AAW.  Mike has repeatedly gone out of the way obtaining 

articles and stories which we can learn and enjoy. 

 

Johnny Alias and Milton West made up the Site Prep Committee, 

and they quietly setup, cleaned up and put everything back for 

each meeting, without acknowledgement.  They did a great job 

for us. 

 

Our Photographer Jim Gott and back up Colin Mackenzie have 

provided us with outstanding photos of our turnings and activi-

ties.  

 

Ways & Means committee lead by John Whittier and supported 

by Jack Todd and Oscar Wittrock provided us more wood to turn 

than we could handle. 

 

Our Librarian Phil Roybal has continued to upgrade our library 

with the latest DVD’s which allow us to grow. 

 

John Whittier transferred over to the be our 

membership chairman after serving on the Ways 

and Means committee, with a goal to make visi-

tors fell welcome and to support our new mem-

bers. 

 

Becky Frisbee as Sunshine Chair has sent cards 

to members who have been under the weather. 

 

Property Management, manned by Bob Ger-

enser and Gary Keogh, have maintained our 

turning equipment. 

  

Our Webmaster Rich Johnson has created our new web site and 

has continued to update the site each month. 

 

I want to express my appreciation to Richard Scott and Charlie 

Belden for establishing our video capability from nothing. 

Marcus Moody has provided the use of his trailer until we were 

able to purchase our own and then has provided a place to store 

the trailer. 

 

The purchase of the trailer would not have been possible if it was 

not for all the member support of AAW Symposium which yield-

ed us just under $1,700.  Dean Akins needs to be recognized as a 

member of our club and a member of BAWA for his dedication 

in support of the symposium.  

 

I hope I have not missed anyone.  Should I have missed someone, 

please rest assured you support is greatly appreciated. 

 

As we start a new year, we should receive our tax exemptions.  

Our new officers are dedicated to take the club to the next level 

and I ask that you provide them the same great support that I 

have received 

 

Have a Happy Holiday and a Great New Year. 

 

Ard Sealy 
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Many thanks to our retiring librarian, Phil 

Roybal, who did a great job building our 

library of videos, and informing us of the 

treasures contained within.  But the position 

is open now, and ready for your help. 

 

Job Opening: SVW Librarian 

 

Work from home 

 

Low pay won’t raise your tax bracket, even 

with a “Fiscal Cliff”. 

 

Must be able to say: “Shhhhh” when people 

are being disruptive in the library area. 

You get to watch all of the library videos at no charge. 

 

You get to publish monthly critiques of new and old library 

holdings, to whet the appetite of SVW members, and gar-

nering you fame and fortune (well maybe fame) among the 

members. 

 

You get to buy new additions to the library. 

 

You get control of the coveted library listing. 

 

How can anyone resist such a plumb position? 

 

Applications now being accepted by any board member. 

 

Join us Wednesday, January9 (the SECOND Wednesday of  

the month, for a change), at 7 P.M., The Eagle Aerie, 1036 Lin-

coln Ave., San Jose, CA 95125, located between Willow and 

Coe on the East side of the street.  There is parking on both sides 

of the building, on the street and across the street from the funeral 

home.   

 

Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, and Ea-

gle Aerie Donation.  We learn by sharing.  

President's Challenge: for January is “Thirteen”.  Please reg-

ister your entry online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 

4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  Brian Havens will demystify multi-axis turning.. 

Brian will address the two elements that multi-axis turning adds 

beyond single-axis turning, demonstrate how varying those ele-

ments effects the results, and show that the results can range from 

simple and practical to complex and whimsical.  See his multi-

axis handout on Yahoo Groups/Files/Handouts & Misc Infor-

mation. 

 

For those who would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we have been going to Jake's of Willow Glen.  They're a 

pizza place, but also have a large selection of sandwiches, wraps 

and salads. Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  

Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of the Eagle 

Aerie, on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 Lincoln Ave. We 

start showing up at Jakes at 5:30 PM. 

 

From the SVW Library 
 

January: Brian Havens.  Brian will address the two elements that multi-axis turning adds beyond single-axis turning, demonstrate 

how varying those elements effects the results, and show that the results can range from simple and practical to complex and whimsi-

cal.  

 

February:  Patrick Sullivan M.D.  He will be taking about accidents in the workshop and their treatment. He gave a similar talk 

at the St. Paul AAW meeting he has slides so only video from a computer will be needed. 

 

March:  Lonnie Hurst.  Bangle bracelet and jewelry 

 

April:  Chuck Nowark.  Designing a bowl for the log at hand. 

LIBRARIAN 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Handouts%20and%20Misc.%20Information/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Handouts%20and%20Misc.%20Information/
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com


 

President’s Challenge 

2013 
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2013 SVW President's Challenge 
 

January The challenge is "13", as in "2013".  The turning must have 13 distinct features, but they don't 

need to be different.  For example; 13 rings on a goblet stem, 13 different types of wood used or 

13 flutes carved on the side of a vessel. 

 

February Produce an off-axis turning.  This is a between centers situation, and requires two or more 

re-setting of the end points of the piece being turned. 
 

March Two of a kind, again, no kits allowed.  Otherwise, just turn two objects as identical as you can.  

This means wall thickness, if applicable to your pieces, as well as length and diameter(s), count 

as far as being identical. 

 

April Turn a "raindrop" or two or more, and make something out of it or them.  A "raindrop" is half a 

sphere on one end and tapered to a point on the other end, and nicely proportioned. 

 

May Something "wearable" is this month's theme.  A piece of jewelry, a belt buckles, a Bolo Tie clasp, 

perhaps. 

 

June Turn something using two pieces of different species of wood that are permanently joined.  For 

example; the globe of a goblet mated with another wood for the stem or a vessel with a con-

trasting foot. The challenge is to use two; two pieces, two different species. 

 

July Produce an off-center turning.  This is a face plate, or specialty chuck, turning situation, and re-

quires two or more centerings of the piece being turned. 

 

August Turn a pen, but NOT from a kit.  No commercial kit parts allowed.  Other than that, it only 

needs to be a pen that you can write with. 

 

September Whistle, flute, Pan Pipes, kazoo or game call (OK to buy insert).  Create a turned object that you 

blow through, blow over, or hum into to play a note.  

 

October Inside-out.  Create an inside-out turning with the four pieces of wood provided, or use your own 

stock.  It's not too early to start thinking "Christmas Ornament". 

 

November Nut, pod or seed.  That's what you must use for this challenge.  What nut, pod or seed you choose 

is up to you. 

 

December A miniature turning is required here.  The finished turning must fit inside a Ping-Pong ball.  

That's less than 1.575 inches, but we'll just call it an inch and a half. 

 

 

        Happy Holidays!! 

 

         Bob 
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Grant Beech, 1273 Carrie Lee Way, San Jose, CA 95118 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Homelite Chainsaw with a 24” bar and 

plastic case.  It was serviced and tuned up 

in August and has been run through less 

than a tank of gas since.  $50.00 and it is 

yours.  Ard Sealy, asealy@pacbell.net, 

Cell: 916-871-4626 

 

Woodstock 

Magnetic 

Jointer 

Knife Set-

ting Jig 

(new $45) - 

will sell for 

$25.       Contact Lonnie Hurst,      e-mail:  

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

Woodcraft Pen 

Maker’s Drilling 

Vice (new $55) - 

will sell for $30.  

Contact Lonnie 

Hurst,      e-mail:  

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

Rockler Box Joint Jig for Sale -  

Rockler Box 

Joint Jig, used a 

couple of times 

and is on sale at 

Rockler for $60 

recently, was 

originally about 

$85.  Will sell 

for $40. Contact 

Lonnie Hurst, e-

mail: lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 

numbered, with center holes— Select a 

disk size appropriate to the size blank you 

want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to the log 

with a wood screw, and cut outside  

the disk with the saw for an optimally 

sized and shaped turning blank.   These 

sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment by 

1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, de-

pending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), 

$14, or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 

Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722 

jwhit10506@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you 

don’t use anymore, just laying around the 

shop taking up space.   

E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

Jam Chuck Sucks 
By Mike Lanahan 

 

I was making a small lidded box from 

odds & ends left over from previous pro-

jects, and wanted to put some decorative 

touches on the bottom of the box.  I tried 

using a jam chuck from the leftover stock 

from the box body, but it was insufficient 

for my less than delicate touch.  I had a 

block already threaded for my spindle, cut  

another jam chuck groove into it and 

drilled a hole for vacuum to reach the in-

side of the box, and I had a vacuum assist-

ed jam chuck.  It worked just fine.  The lid 

was made from a really thin block of lefto-

ver blackwood, and had the same difficul-

ty securing it to finish the top.  I added an 

extension ring to the previous vacuum 

chuck and sucked down the top, and also 

finished it with ease.  Sometimes when a 

chuck sucks, it’s not a bad thing. 
Jam chuck alone not strong enough 

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


2013 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 
V.P./Program Chair Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 

(substitute) Lonnie Hurst (408) 268-7457 lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 
 
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 

 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 
Property Management Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 
Apparel  Currently Open  

 
Ways & Means Currently Open  

 
Librarian Currently Open  

 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 

 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 
still need your help in small-
er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for Chips & Chat-

ter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 Entries must not have been shown before.  

 If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to the following meeting.  

 If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also show the current month’s Challenge piece.  

 Entries must be submitted online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eli-
gible. If you are unable to register, have a fellow member register for you. You have up to two (2) days after the 
meeting to modify or add to the descriptions in the database. What you say is what you get. 

 The president may approve make-ups for extraordinary absence for hardships such as long term illness, or absence 
due to employment, provided all make-ups are made at the first meeting upon the member’s return.  Vacation is not 
accepted as a reason for more than one missed month.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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