
2ndGreen 
Neighbors 
The Sunnyvale re-
News is printing an article on three Silicon Valley 
Woodturners amigos, and how they contribute to the 
recycling effort by scavenging and freeing the beauty 
hidden within cast away wood.  They correctly 

spelled Os-
car’s last name 
50% of the 
time, but in 
their defense, 
were probably 
recycling M’s.  
See the full 
article on page 
11. 

Rich  ... continued on page 10 
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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 7/3 

AAW Symposium 6/28 

Picnic 7/20 

Top Night 9/4 

Rich Johnson, Off-
center Turnings us-
ing Eccentric 
Chucks 
By Dick Westfall 
Rich began speaking about 
his personal history with 
turning starting when he pur-
chased a Shopsmith. At that 
time when no chucks were 
available so screws and face-
plates were used to hold work on the 
lathe. Those of us newer to turning likely 

have some dif-
ficulty imagin-
ing such a 
time, but there 
are still those 
who do out-
standing work 
without a 
chuck. Rich 
said the first 
chucks began 

showing up in machine shops 
and he brought in a couple of 
those for display. They were 
not scroll jaw chucks and 
each jaw was independent. At 
best they were awkward to 
use. Some of the chucks Rich 
described required two hands 
to tighten, so another person 
would have to hold the bowl, 
or whatever else you were 
trying to mount on the chuck, 

while the chuck was tightened. If you 
didn’t have 
someone to 
hold the 
piece you 
would need 
a jig of 
some sort 
for that 
purpose. 
The scroll 
jaw chucks 
came much later.  Continued page 9. 

Summer Picnic - Sign Up! 

When:  July 20, 2013 
Where: Rich and 

Michelle Johnson, 
14979 Joanne 
Ave., San Jose. 

Time:  Entries will be 
accepted starting 
at 11:00 am 

Categories:  Bowls, 
spindle turnings, 
natural edge, 
turned craft items, 
lidded items, plates and platters, hollow forms, 
and goblets 

Silent Auction:  opportunity to sell any unwanted or 
excess turning and wood working tools. 

President’s Picnic Challenge rules on page 6. 

AAW 2012 Award-Winning Newsletter #2 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


By Bob Gerenser 
 
At the monthly meeting on June 5th our 
own Rich Johnson showed us his large 
and impressive collection of chucks that 
are used for eccentric, or, off center, turn-
ing. Wow! As we all know, there are no 
inexpensive chucks and some of Rich’s 
were on the pricy side. And, if I heard 
Rich correctly, they didn’t get much use. 
So, you may be asking yourself, while 
staring at the July President’s challenge 
“Off Center Turning”, what’s a body to do? You’re 
probably not going to blow your Father’s Day bonus 
on a one-time chuck and even if you did, the learning 
curve would be a killer. 
Without making any mention of animal cruelty, let me 

just say that 
there’s more than 
one way to get the 
job done. I’ve 
used two different 
methods for pro-
ducing an off-
center turning 
without any spe-
cial equipment. 
One way is to at-

tach your turning to a faceplate waste 
block, do the initial turning, and then re-
mount the waste block slightly shifted 
on the faceplate. 
The other method employs a waste 
block held in a standard chuck. In this 
case the waste block becomes the face-
plate. Drill an off-center shallow hole 
that matches the tenon on a previously 
turned piece, into this faceplate. Screw 
the faceplate to the tenon and now it’s 
easy to turn an eccentric feature. 

I’m certain that there are numerous other ways of ac-
complishing the goal of this challenge. You’ve all 
heard the old nugget, “It’s not the destination, it’s the 
journey”. Well, as I 
see it, that applies 
here. Whether or not 
you choose to partic-
ipate in the Presi-
dent’s Challenge, I 
think you should en-
joy the challenge of 
figuring out how to 
try a new technique 
as much as the actual turning. 
 
Bob 
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Join us Wednesday, June 5 (the First Wednesday of  
the month, at 6:30 P.M., The Eagle Aerie, 1036 Lin-
coln Ave., San Jose, CA 95125, located between Wil-
low and Coe on the East side of the street.  There is 
parking on both sides of the building, on the street and 
across the street from the funeral home.   
 
Bring items for President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, 
and Eagle Aerie Donation.  We learn by sharing.  

President's Challenge for July:  “Off Center 
Turtning”  .  Please register your entry online 
(Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the 
day of the meeting to be eligible. 

Program:  The July meeting program is “Carbide 
tools vs. M2 Steel tools. Is It time to Switch?”.  
Mike Cunningham, owner of Woodcraft Dublin, 
will demonstrate the proper way to use a carbide tool.  
His program will address the performance of both tool 

types, and is open to questions regarding these tool 
types.  He will be using the “Easy Rougher tools” and 
will speak to other carbide tools on the market. 
 
For those who would like to get together for dinner 
before the meeting, we have been going to Jake's of 
Willow Glen.  They're a pizza place, but also have a 
large selection of sandwiches, wraps and salads. 
Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  
Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of 
the Eagle Aerie, on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 
Lincoln Ave. We start showing up at Jakes at 5:30 
PM. 
 
Coming Attractions:   

July  - Picnic. 
August – Ard Sealy, Turning Elliptical shapes 
September – Top Night 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com
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Bob Gerenser - Goblet, 
Bradford Pear & Olive, 
Sealcoat, Woodturners fin-
ish 
Goblet, Silver Maple & Hi-
biscus, Sealcoat, Waterlox 

Milton West - Bowl, 
walnut-magnolia, De-
natured alcohol, Clear 
shellac, Boiled linseed 
oil 

Rich Johnson - Olive & Eb-
ony & RJ Finish 

Scott Landon - Bowl- 
Bay Laurel/ Walnut 

Brian Havens  - Twisted box, 
off-axis. 

Gary Keogh  - Bowl 
from two varieties of 
wood on each side. 
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Dick Westfall - Goblet, Man-
zanita/Walnut, Lacquer finish 

Jim Benson - Goblet, walnut and 
maple, Mylands sanding sealer, My-
lands hi-friction polish 

Jim Gott - Cherry 
box with black-
wood knob, fin-
ished with Deft 
lacquer sanding 
sealer and buffed. 

Johnny Alias - Dish, Maple and Wal-
nut, sanding sealer 50/50 

Mike Lanahan - Quilted 
Maple peppermill with 
internal tenon of Mystery 
Wood, Waterlox finish. or 
Tulipwood and African 
Blackwood shaving brush, 
with poly finish. 

Thomas Schmida - Platter , 
maple/Walnut. wipe on poly 
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Mike Lanahan - 
March 2012 
"Birdhouse" presi-
dent's challenge 
status update. There 
be birdies.  Who 
needs a perch?  Not 
wrens! 

Scott Landon - Plate- multi-
plywood 

Thomas Schmida - Nat-
ural edge bowl, Monte-
rey Cyprus, 50/50+EEE. 
makeup for May: ebony 
earrings 

Doug Ryan - Multi-wood plate, mineral 
oil & B-wax 

Gary Keogh  -  Natural 
edge bowl. 

Brian Havens  - home made 
carbide tools with handle. 
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The Challenge: Turn a Wood Hollow Form. 

The Rules:  Contestants will be given a 6” X 6” X 6” cardboard box. The hollow form must fit in the closed 

box without bulging the sides.  The hollow form opening cannot be larger than 1 ½” diameter.  The hollow 

form must be turned from one piece of wood - No Segmented or otherwise built up entries will be judged. 

The Catch: A maximum of seventy five points will be awarded for appearance, style, form, surface, finish and 

the finger test. The other twenty five points will be awarded to the entry that HOLDS THE MOST DRY RICE. 

I will set each entry on a table and pour in dry rice until the rice spills over the top. I will then pour the rice out 

and weigh it. The entry that holds the most rice will get the points for that part of the judging. 

As I see it, if you’re going after a Benjamin, you’re going to have to earn it!  See me for a box, if you want to 

play.             Bob 

And, Myrtel Burl Nested Bowl set. I 
visited my brother and talked him 
into sending one of the burl caps he 
had in his barn, some 15 yrs. old and 
very dry, finish with 50/50 

Bob Gerenser - Open 
Form American Cherry 
& African Mahogany, 
Sealcoat, Waterlox. 
Bob Gerenser - Non 
certus Natural Edge 
Open Form w/ Base.  
Eagle Donation. 

Ard Sealy - Maple bowl finished with tung oil.  

Oscar Wittrock  - Natural edge bowl. 
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The Wood Lathe as a Very Large Hole Cutter 
By Mike Lanahan 

OK, I realize that jig saws are pretty good tools for 
making a hole in a piece of plywood, but what’s the 
fun in that?  Well, I also have to confess that the blade 
lock on my jig saw is obstinate, and I have deferred 
sending it for repair. 
 
In my defense I did 
want the hole to be a 
perfect circle, and have 
very smooth edges, be-
cause the hole would be 
used as a router pattern 
to cut a circle in the top 
of a plastic hopper, to 
remove the recessed lip.  
Seems to be a good way 
to use to use the lathe in 
an unusual way.  It was also an excuse to use a new 
faceplate (50% off, from the Sawdust Shop moving 
sale).  Beside that, the size of fixture I needed would 

pattern fit on the lathe. 
 
I determined where I 
wanted the hole cen-
tered on the panel, and 
mounted the faceplate.  
It cleared the lathe bed, 
so I started the simple 
processes of parting the 

desired size hole.  As I proceeded, I thought that if I 
moved the tool rest very close to the panel surface, the 

cut off outside section 

could only fall behind 
the inner disk and 
faceplate, and not 
come out at me.  
Well, the more I cut 
and imagined the 

parting moment, the 
more I realized that was 
a pretty optimistic sce-
nario.  Those corners 
are pretty scary, and 
may be dramatic if spin-
ning, dropping and hit-
ting the lathe bed.  I de-
cided to mark where the 
cut was being made on 
the back, and secure 4 
support pieces on the 

back to hold the cut-
off piece in place af-
ter it was free to 
move about the shop.  
The circle on the 
back helps position 
the holding screws 
out of the cutting 
line. 

Remounted on the 
lathe it was just a 
matter of carefully 
cutting and parting 
through the piece.  
Checking with thick-
ness calipers and 
looking for light 
coming through were 

helpful in determining how close separation was.  
There was mercifully 
no drama, and separa-
tion was anticlimactic.  
This was no work of 
art, so the screw holes 
in the back, and some-
times coming through 
the front mattered not.  
With another strip 
screwed to the edge, it 
was clamped in 
place and the rout-
ing proceeded as 
planned. 

Got a slick Tip or Trick you’d like to 
share?  Have a problem for which you 
need advice?   
 
Submit or request a Tip or Trick to this 
section to MikeLan@aol.com 
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 
check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

 

2013 SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE ACROSS THE USA 

June 28-30 AAW Symposium,  
Tampa, FL  

www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2013/
index.htm 

July 27 Woodturners of Olympia Symposium,  
Lacey, WA 

www.woodturnersofolympia.org 

August 22-25 Southwest Association of Turners Symposi-
um,  
Waco, TX  

www.swaturners.org 

September 13-
15 

Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, 
Loveland, CO  

 

October 11-13 Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild,  
West Harrison, IN  

 

November ? Wisconsin Woodturners Expo,  
Eau Claire, WI  

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Rich then began describing 
his evolution with Eccentric 
chucks, which involved 
quite a few.  Some of the 
names mentioned were Es-
calon, Sorby, and 

McNaughton.  
As he described 
the chucks he 
talked about the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
each, and they 
all had them. 
One of the noted 
difficulties en-
countered in 
most of these 

chucks, if not all, was the lack of re-
peatability.  He described the Sorby as 
“almost repeatable,” which was the 
highest repeatability rating he gave of 

any of the chucks.  The 
repeatable function would 
seem to be a most desira-
ble feature.  
 
The McNaughton 
chuck was the only 
one mentioned that 
could have full ec-
centric in both di-
rections, but accord-
ing to Rich, took 
forever to adjust.  It 

was also extremely heavy 
weighing 45 to 50 pounds.  It 
even looked heavy and intimi-

dating. 
 
Rich indicated that it 
would be hard to de-
termine which chuck 
he would buy again, 
but most likely it 
would be the Sorby. 
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By Dick Westfall 
SVW Minutes 6-5-13 
 
Minutes of the Board Meeting 
 
Board members in attendance: Bob Gerenser, Mike 
Lanahan, Ard Sealy (for Colin McKenzie), and Dick 
Westfall. Johnny Alias sat in on the meeting as well. 
 
Bob presented the ongoing projector issue and recom-
mended a budget for Richard of $400 for the purpose 
of a new projector. Ard suggested raising that to $450 
and all agreed that was a reasonable amount. 
 
The issue of bringing the trailer to meetings was men-
tioned and Ard volunteered to bring it for the July and 
August meetings. However, that being a short term 
fix, since there have been no volunteers to pick up the 
trailer, that is something that will have to be dealt with 
in the future. 
 
Bob said that he had received information that David 
Ellsworth would likely be available for demos on 
March 8th and 9th through the Bay Area Woodturners 
and the West Bay Woodturners. A lengthy discussion 
followed concerning the lack of participation by SVW 
members in these very worthwhile events. The board 
voted to commit to 10 seats split between both clubs 
to help ensure that such a program be held. All were in 
agreement that we should do what we can to promote 
the continuation of these fine programs. 
 
Regular Meeting 
 
Bob called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00, 
the new meeting time. He first announced that he had 
received a letter from AAW advising him that our 
Newsletter which was submitted in competition had 
won second place.  Kudos to Mike Lanahan for the 
outstanding job he does with the Newsletter. 
 
Bob reported that David Ellsworth was proposed to be 
in the area on March 8th and 9th for demos with the 
Bay Area Woodturners and the West Bay Woodturn-
ers. He spoke about our curious lack of support for 
these demos and that we would be offering to ensure 

10 seats, split between both clubs. That is if the fee per 
person is $40 we would guarantee $200 to each club. 
Anyone from our club attending and paying the fee, 
would cause the amount guaranteed by our club to be 
reduced by that amount. 
 
He further announced the club picnic in July, with the 
regulation box for the President’s challenge available 
on the back counter. The picnic President’s challenge 
is a hollow form that must fit in the regulation box. 
 
The President’s Challenge part of the program was 
introduced. 
 
Following the President’s challenge, Show and Tell 
began. 
 
Break 
 
Ard, taking Colin’s place, introduced the evening’s 
presenter, Rich Johnson, who would be talking about 
Eccentric chucks. 
 
Details of his presentation are presented, starting on 
page 1. 
 
In conclusion, Rich indicated that it would be hard to 
determine which chuck he would buy again, but most 
likely it would be the Sorby. 
 
End of Meeting 

 

New member, Pete Zavala, 
needed to get Yahoo 
Group invite. 
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Congratulations! The AAW Membership and Chapters 
Committee is pleased to inform you that your Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners Newsletter submission has been awarded 
second place.  
 
The Membership and Chapters Committee and the AAW 
Board of Directors wish to congratulate you on this prestig-
ious award. As the second place winner your chapter has 
been inducted into AAW’s Hall of fame, honored on our 
website. A plaque will be printed and presented at the 
AAW Tampa symposium. If you are unable to attend it will 
be mailed to you after the symposium.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Phil McDonald, AAW Executive Directory 
Lou Williams, Members and Chapters Chair 
 
==================== 
 
On June 6 I received the above letter, notifying us that the 
newsletter had been awarded second place in the AAW 
Newsletter contest.  While not the first place prize we unre-
alistically hoped for, it surpassed any realistic expectation 
we might have had, and are grateful to the AAW selection 
committee.   
 
The process of applying to this contest is described on the 
AAW web site, and requires sending only the links to 4 of 
the contest year newsletters.  Our newsletters are open to 
the public from our web site, so dutifully groomed by Rich 
Johnson.  Last year I missed the application deadline, so I 
put the deadline into my electronic calendar, to remind me.  
Even with that, I was rushed to select which issues to sub-
mit.  I chose: May, June, September & October issues.  
This was my best guess for the better issues of the year.  It 
was surprisingly tough to pick my favorites, though.  When 
I started the 2013 year, I noticed that the year shown in the 
Ironman Sheet still showed 2011 for the entire 2012 sea-
son.  I didn’t notice, my proof readers didn’t notice, and 
nobody in the club brought it to my attention.  Since that 
was the way they were released to the membership, I resist-
ed the temptation to “clean them up” for the competition.  I 
seemed like misrepresentation, to me, so they stayed as 
published. 
 
Now that we received the first runner up award, we can 
only hope the winner is unable to perform the duties of the 
first place winner, and we may be called to attend the nu-
merous prestigious functions … oh ... never mind.  That’s 
the Miss America contest.  I always get them confused. 
 
I won’t be attending the convention this year, therefore not 
accepting the award in person, but that doesn't mean I can’t 
draft an acceptance speech.  Seriously, this is a club award.  
We are not making silk purses from sow’s ears here.  Just 
looking at the submitted issues, there was major contribu-

tions by our membership, for which I 
am grateful: 
 My wife, Jeanne, puts up with this  

as a monthly disruption, and 
proofreads each issue.  My daugh-
ter Christine has joined her in this 
ritual. 

 Colin Mackenzie wrote numerous 
articles: “Overlooking the Obvi-
ous”, a review of his visit to Pro-
vo Utah for a Box Turning class, 
he reported my demo on Getting the Most from your 
Digital Images, and “A Smart Investment”. 

 Jim Gott and Colin provide a steady stream of high 
quality photos to embellish the publication. 

 Phil Roybal’s “Check it Out” articles and reviews for 
our Library are always well written, informative and 
fun.  The Malcolm Tibbetts video screen shots were of 
particularly high quality, and looked great! 

 The Programs included “Top Night”; a panel discus-
sion preparing for the AAW Symposium by John Whit-
tier, Colin, Rich Johnson, and visiting presenter Jason 
Breach; Charlie Belden’s Miniature demo; and Video 
Editing. 

 Bob Gerenser wrote a detailed article on the 3rd AAW 
biannual Segmented Symposium in Lake Tahoe, to put 
some meaning to some photos I took. 

 Having the AAW Symposium in San Jose provided 
plenty of content, as well.  The names of all 28 mem-
bers that volunteered from SVW were included. 

 Articles contributed by Dean Adkins (“Empty Bowls”) 
and on Planning for the Symposium by David Vanier 
(West Bay Woodturners), showed some of the commu-
nication and activity the 3 local clubs provided to sup-
port the convention. 

 Photos of many recognizable personalities graced these 
4 issues: Graeme Priddle, Ray Feitz (egg sized open 
segmented works with match stick sized pieces), John 
Beaver (wave bowls), Linda Ferber (AAW Program 
Director, attended our meeting before the convention.  
She donated T-shirts, and I won one.), Jason Breach, 
Tom Wirsing (ex AAW President), Joe Herman 
(incognito in Colin’s Utah article, Editor Woodturning 
Design Magazine), and Malcolm Tibbetts. 

 Tips & Tricks provided by: Colin, Dennis Lillis, and 
Brian Havens. 

 Visit photos of Dennis Lillis’ shop. 
 And last, but certainly not least, the wonderful works 

enthusiastically presented by our members participat-
ing in the President’s Challenge, Show & Tell, and Ea-
gle Donation programs at each meeting. 

 
Well, if we have learned anything from Avis commercials, 
it is that 2nd place (AKA First Looser) has to try harder. 
 
Mike 2nd

#2 
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Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 
1492 Soquel Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
831-425-1492 
www.mackenziechocolates.
com 

 

12” Disk Sander - Delta, Model 
31-120, asking $50.  Rich Johnson,  
(408) 254-8485.  

 
Oscillating Spindle Sander - Jet 
Bench-top, Model JBOS05, ask-
ing $75.  Rich Johnson,  (408) 254-

8485.  

 
Lathe—Jet 16-42 for sale.  Contact 
Jim Benson  (831) 475-5615,  
jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
 
Jet Mini Lathe (1014) for sale.  I’d take 
$100 for lathe and the basic set of 6 starter 
tools and some pen making kits.   
I live near Piedmont High School.  

Sharod Broadhead (sgib@comcast.net) 
 
 
Homelite Chainsaw with a 24” bar and 
plastic case.  It was serviced and tuned up 
in August and has been run through less 
than a tank of gas since.  $50.00 and it is 
yours.  Ard Sealy, asealy@pacbell.net, 
Cell: 916-871-4626 

 
Woodstock Magnetic 

Jointer Knife Setting 

Jig (new $45) - will sell 

for $25.       Contact 

Lonnie Hurst,  

lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

Woodcraft Pen Maker’s 

Drilling Vice  

(new $55) - will sell for 

$30.  Contact Lonnie Hurst,       

e-mail:  lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

Rockler Box Joint Jig for Sale -  
Rockler Box Joint Jig, 
used a couple of times 
and is on sale at Rock-
ler for $60 recently, 
was originally about 
$85.  Will sell for $40. 
Contact Lonnie Hurst, 
e-mail: 

 lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 
Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 
numbered, with center holes— Select a 
disk size appropriate to the size blank you 
want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 
to the log through the center hole to the log 
with a wood screw, and cut outside  
the disk with the saw for an optimally 
sized and shaped turning blank.   These 
sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment by 
1 inch from 
4” to either 
12” or 20”, 
depending 
on the set.  
4”-12” set 
(shown), 
$14, or the 
4”-20” set, 
$20.  Con-

tact John Whittier for details. (408) 379-
3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
 
Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 
(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 
Whittier for details. (408) 379-3722, 
jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place an add for those pesky tools you 
don’t use anymore, just laying around the 
shop taking up space.   
E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:sgib@comcast.net
mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:MikeLan@aol.com
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  
Sawdust Session information.   
Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  
 
Rich Johnson's  
Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now.  
(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 
2013 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 
 
President Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 
V.P./Program Chair Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
(backup) Lonnie Hurst (408) 268-7457 lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 
 
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Management Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Ways & Means Open   
 
Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
  
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best.  If your name’s not 
in the column at right, we 
still need your help in other 
ways to manage some of the 
club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 
WANTED ad, and we need 
you to respond.  There are 
always things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 
Gerenser to volunteer and 
help make our activities 
happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  
 
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 
must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  
 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 
master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-
menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:lonnie@woodsynthesis.com
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 
by the November meeting, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 
 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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For a more detailed description of the  2013 President’s Challenges, go to: 
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/

