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March 2016 

An Overview of Ornamental Turning  

A standing room only crowd gathered at the March meeting to see and hear Jon 

Sauer’s presentation on the history of the Ornamental Lathe and the develop-

ment of the Rose Engine. Jon is internationally known as a master of ornamental 

turning and his pieces grace the shelves of collec-

tors of fine wood art. 

The earliest pattern lathes depicted depended on a 

“swash plate” to move the work-piece past a      

stationary cutter in a predictable pattern to         

establish a repeatable form.  

The next advancement was the development of pattern duplicating 

lathes that would follow an intricately carved master pattern to produce 

a      reduced sized copy.   

The rose engine, which appeared sometime 

in the 1700’s, employs rosettes to impart  

patterns to the work-piece. The head of a rose engine is pivoted and 

spring loaded in such a manner that a 

“rubber” impinges upon the rosette as the 

lathe turns and translates the purely rota-

tional motion into a more complex motion. 

The head of the lathe may also translate along the axis of the lathe and 

employ the face of cams or rosettes to develop linear motion. 

These magnificent machines were each   

individually manufactured by a few craftsmen, mainly in France, Germa-

ny and England, and were the playthings of nobility. Constructed of pol-

ished steel and bright brass, the rose engine was beyond the means of 

the common man. 

      

     (Continued on page 6) 
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The month of April shapes up as big month for us woodturners. First there 

is the wood event Saturday April 2nd at Dennis Lillis’s home. Coffee and do-

nuts will be served. Plenty of wood available for you to choose from. Hope 

to see you there. Also this month SVW will be hosting Ashley Harwood at 

Santa Clara High School on Sunday April 10th from 9-4. I plan on attending. 

Be sure to sign up. 

This month’s President’s challenge is goblet. Haven’t started mine but I 

hope to this weekend. Dennis will demo hollowing at the meeting. If you 

have some technique or turning need you would like to have demoed or discussed let Mike Lanahan 

or I know and we will try to schedule it in one of our upcoming meetings. 

Last month AAW awarded Santa Clara High School and Jason Fery $1500.00 out the EOG fund. This is 

one the many benefits that are possible that comes with your membership to AAW. Our club has 

been a charter member of AAW for 19 years. For those members of our club who do not belong to 

AAW I encourage to join. 

The April Program 

will be: 

Dennis Lillis 

Tools, Tips & Techniques 

for 

Hollow Vessels 
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2016 Calendar of Events 
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The Board of Directors has determined that since the club’s Jet mini-lathe is no longer being used, the mini-

lathe, including a mobile base, will be raffled off. Tickets will go on sale starting with the March meeting and 

the raffle will be held at the Annual Club Picnic on September 17Th. Tickets will be $5.00 each or 5 for 

$20.00. Paul Rygard is the Ticketmaster for this. 

In case you missed it, here’s John’s picnic announcement: 

This year's picnic will be held on 9-17-2016. Location still to be finalized but I am trying for the same one we 

had last year. President's Challenge for the picnic will be make something out of wood furnished by the Pres-

ident. Can be any wood turned form. The wood can be cut, recut, glued but must be turned. I will bring the 

wood to the meetings for you to pick up. Have fun with this and maybe you will win the $100.00 prize.  
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Ashley Harwood studied glasswork and sculpture 
at Carnegie Melon University, but after taking a 
woodturning class with her father, turned her artistic 
efforts into woodturning. She appren-ticed with master 
woodturner Stuart Batty for about 2 years, where she not 
only honed her turn-ing skills, but also developed her 
demonstration and teaching skills, as well. She is best 
known for her bowls, ornaments and jewelry. 

Throughout the demo Ashley will discuss the 
tools she uses, their benefits and how they are sharp-
ened, and encourages questions on the topic. She will 
cover all the fundamental cuts used in spindle turn-
ing, before showing how to make a sea urchin orna-
ment finial. She will then show how these cuts trans-
late into bowl turning, and how to create a finish off 
the tool ready for 150-180 grit sanding.  

* Directions: The entrance to the wood shop is South 
from Benton Street, through a gate directly across 
from the Santa Clara First Baptist church sign, on the 
West end of the campus. The shop is the south-most 
building visible from the gate. For more detailed di-
rections, go to: http://www.svwoodturners.org/
directions-to-the-woodshop.html 

She stresses the importance of constantly feeling for the 
flawless curve of the bowl to detect irregularities too 
subtle for the eye. She will also show how to turn some 
simple beads for jewelry, time permitting. She will cover 
how to get different grain patterns in the bowl, and how 
she cuts the wood out of the tree. She will discuss her 
drying process, although weather conditions and species 
may differ. Finally she will cover the aesthetic side of 
woodturning, how to  create a pleasing form, and how 
to add simple turned design elements to bowls and oth-
er work to help make your work stand out. 

Woodturning Demo by Ashley Harwood  

Sunday, April 10, 9 AM—4 PM 

Santa Clara High School Wood Shop, 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara CA. *  

Co-sponsored by Silicon Valley Woodturners, and West Bay Woodturners          

$20 members, $30 non-members, and students free, lunch included.                                

(To insure your lunch, sign up on Yahoo Groups, or email mikelan@aol.com ) 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Ivory was a material of choice for the fortunate few who produced rose engine work, along with the finest 

African Blackwood and Boxwood. Elaborate boxes and challises were turned and assembled from multiple 

individual pieces. 

Another form of rose engine turning is Guilloche work which is a decorative 

technique of repetitive very fine patterns engraved in metal. The most fa-

mous example is the engraved decoration on the Faberge egg. 

Rose engines are still being built today, basically 

still one-at-a-time. There are plans available for 

a MDF based rose engine and several enthusi-

asts are using computer          controlled stepper 

motors to replace the rosette and rubber of con-

ventional engines. 

Below is a sampling of Ornamental Turning pieces 

by various artists from Jon’s presentation. 
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Joe Martinka -         

Knobby lidded box. 

“Pop”lar and friction 

finish 

Paul Rygaard -                                

Traditional box & pivot lid box.                      

Plus a square lidded box,      

REALLY!                

Tom Schmida–                             

February: Bowl, willow. Oil and 

wax finish.                               

Pete Zavala—               

Pepper tree,                      

lidded spice canister. 
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Mike Lanahan–          

Carob box w threaded 

lid. Mineral oil &      

bee’s wax 

Milton West—       

Box from raffle 

wood. Lapis Lazuli,    

poly finish 

Johnny Alias -            

Covered candy dish; 

Walnut and mahogany.            

Finish wipe on poly 

John Whittier—                      

Black acacia filled with turquois  
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Herb Green—                              

Capsule box; Melamine, lacquer. 

Bowl and pens 

Bob Gerenser —                     

February: Napa Ash bowl w/

Bee’s wax & mineral oil finish.        

March: Paduke & maple burl 

Gary Keogh —                                            

February: Spalted birch bowl;                 

salad bowl finish                                                              

March: Oak burl, Mimosa,                    

mystery wood.                                                           

Oil/wax finish.  
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Dave Brown -                   

John Beaver style, wave 

lidded boxes 

Dennis Lillis —               

Lidded Box; Bristlecone 

pine 

Larry Thomas —                    

Lidded box, unknown wood. 

First box from firewood Gordon Patnude—  

Lidded Container; 

Dice  Farkle Game 
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Bob Bley—                     

Cocobolo hollow form 

Colin Mackenzie—                     

Lidded boxes; Walnut and 

Blacaccia (black acacia); 

 

Rich Johnson donated calipers and 

goggles (not shown).  

John Whittier donated an old 

growth Redwood bowl, finished 
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Joe Martinka —                                  

Measuring tools                               

(golden mean and 

templates).              

Inspired by Eric’s 

demo. 

David Brown —                             

Silver maple bowl 

John Whittier —                  

Redwood old growth,       

finished with wipe on poly 

and buffed. Wood is over 

300 years old. 

Paul Rygaard —      

Construction beam 

bowl.                             

The most difficult 

wood I ever turned ! 

Pieces fell out, lots of 

Marcus Moody’s Bowls 

From February’s 

Show & Tell 
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Jim Cearley —                                  

Walnut bowl . Wood 

is 18 years old from 

Jim Donovan —                  

Juniper root 

Brian Havens —                  

Eric Lofstrom tops with a 

touch of Jimmy Clews. 

Experimented with color 

Scotty Landon —                                  

Plate and frame,; 

hemlock fir, red-

wood from Home 

Depot. Segmented 

psychedelic            

Tom Nelson—                                  

Elm Bowl               

Bob Bley– Maple burl w fractile burning &                

Turquoise infill 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m., gaveled by our President John Whittier.                                                                                                                                                  
 
                                                                                                                                                                     

     Visitors/New Members:                
    Tom Nelson—Turning since July on Harbor Freight lathe. He’s “having fun”. He turned 20 

bowls for this past Christmas.  WELCOME!                                                                                           

Bob Fritch— Bob’s a past member, visiting today to  see how things are going. WELCOME!       
                                                      Greg Peck 

                   

 7:05 p.m.   John W. gave a quick update of the Jet 1642VS lathe 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

    —  Program up front this meeting (John Sauer, West Bay, on Ornamental Turning using Rose Engine: 
   John started turning in 1976, migrated to the Rose Engine as a way to elevate the artistic style of his 

turnings. He gave a good history of the Rose Engine in a PowerPoint presentation. Jim Gott took a pic-
ture of each slide.  Invented in late 1700s, the Rose Engine was used in making many beautiful and 
VERY intricate pieces. 

   Some famous people in history collected Rose Engines, notable was King Louis XVI, Sophia Magdelena 
of Denmark. Many Rose Engines were in Italy early on. Now they reside in museums around Europe, 
many in glass cases, too expensive to be touched. Jon showed many slides of different, amazing  Rose 
Engines, which faded from popularity around 1960. 

   Jewelry (watch faces, pendants, etc) and lid covers can be decorated with unique radiating patterns. 
   Today, one can make an inexpensive Rose Engine out of MDF. Kits are sold for this.  

   See other section of this newsletter for more details of the presentation. 

8:14 p.m.—8:35 p.m.—Break 
                                                                                                                                                                      

    — Staff Updates: 
 Tom Schmida:  The club is financially sound. 
      
   Dennis Lillis: Wood Event on April 2nd.  
     Note change of date.  
   John Whittier: Picnic on September 27. Venue to be announced later. There will be a raffle for the 
     club’s mini lathe now stored in trailer. Need not be present to win.  
     Paul Rygaard to sell tickets: $5/one ticket, $20/5 tickets. 
   Paul Rygaard: Membership roster has 66 members. Contact Paul for info on events and membership. 
   Mike Lanahan: April 10—All day demo by Ashley Harwood.  See SVW Yahoo website for details. 

July—Sharon demo on embellishments. Mike gave update on school lathes carts. A prototype has been 
made, needs a minor tweek to height, then will get all completed. WANT TO HELP? 

 Gordon Patnude: Library is doing well, with 150 DVDs. Pen for Troops update - So far 171 pens com-
mitted by members. Gordon has 120 pen kits but will get more. Pete Zavala brought some pen blanks 
to meeting, free to members. Thanks Pete! Gordon trying for >200 pens this year. 

 John Whittier: Presidents Challenge for the picnic—Use 90% of a 12x12x4 inch piece of old growth   
redwood John will provide to members to use.  

    8:52 p.m.—9:17 p.m. — January President’s Challenge and raffle — A Bowl 
 See the Member and their work in the photo section of Newsletter. 

    9:17 p.m.—9:22 p.m.— Raffle— Tickets drawn for eleven raffle items. 
    9:22 p.m.—9:40 p.m. — Show and Tell 

 See the Member and their work in the photo section of Newsletter. John donated a bowl to school. 
9:41—”That’s all Folks”. Meeting adjourned. 
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JJohn Whittier, Old 

Growth Redwood Bowl 

w/ 5 coats w/o poly 

 

 

 

GENTLEMEN: 

I want to get the ball rolling now for our 2016 TURN FOR THE TROOPS activity for this 
year.  That will give you 8 months to complete your contribution to this worthwhile cause.   

 

As usual, the latest date for completing pens will be the November meeting in order that 
pens can be delivered to Woodcraft before Veterans Day, however, they can use pens all year 
long, as this is an ongoing program.  

 

Before the March meeting: 

If you can please tell me how many pens you will commit to and I will obtain the necessary 
pen kits from WOODCRAFT in San Carlos to give out at the March meeting.  Pen blanks will be 
available if you need them.   

 

Also, I will have a sign-up sheet at the March meeting, so give thought to how many you will 
make for this year.   

 

If every member were to make a minimum of 2 pens, we would have a total over 100 pens 
for our deserving troops. 

 

My personal commitment is for not less than 12 pens for this activity.   

 

I will match any member who wants to do more!!   

 

Drop me an email to let me know!! 

 

 Gordon Patnude 
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Finishing Pens 
By Don Ward, Red River Pens (www.redriverpens.com) 

Page 16 

This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Note: Please be aware that some, if not all, finishes can cause reactions to those who are sensitive to 
them. 
The topic of finishing pens comes up at least once a week on the pen forums with subjects such as these: 
 
• What is the best finish? 
• What is a quick and durable finish? 
• What is the most durable finish? 
• Which finish is the easiest to apply? 
• Is a sanding sealer necessary? 
 
Which finish is quick, easy, and durable? While those three qualities don’t go together, I would say that none 
of the finishes I’ve tried are especially difficult. Some take more time than others and some are more durable 
than others, but I’ve not come across a finish that is especially problematic. 
 
The quality of the final finish will be directly proportional to the surface preparation under that finish. A qual-
ity finish on a pen starts with sanding. Sanding should start with as fine a grit as possible. I turn pens with 
askew leaving a very smooth surface on which to begin sanding. I often start with 320 grit sandpaper when 
possible. After sanding with the first grit, stop the lathe then clean the blank and apply a sanding sealer. 
Then, continue sanding through finer grits. I stop sanding at 600 grit. Stopping the lathe and sanding length-
wise after each grit of sandpaper is also a good practice, as is cleaning the sanding dust off of the blank. 
Cleaning will remove dislodged grit and keep it from interfering with the finer grits. On open grain wood,  I 
use a slurry made from thin CA and sanding dust. The CA slurry will be discussed in more detail later. After 
sanding with sandpapers and with Micro Mesh tm, a cushioned abrasive, which leaves the wood surface as 
smooth as glass and ready for the chosen finish. More information about Micro Mesh tm, which is available 
from all pen turning suppliers a swell as most woodturning suppliers, can be found at www.sisweb.com/
micromesh.Purchasing full sheets and cutting them into smaller swatches is much more economical than pur-
chasing the smaller swatches in sets. MicroMeshtm will last for several months and can be cleaned by placing 
it in the pockets of jeans or in a separate garment bag and tossing in the washing machine. It can also be 
used wet for wet sanding acrylics and plastics. One thing I’ve noticed pen turners doing (incorrectly) is assem-
bling and handling pens as soon as the finish is applied. A newly finished pen should be given time to cool 
and cure before assembly and each finish has its own cure time. Learn what they are and respect that for a 
much better finish. 
 
FINISHES FOR PENS 
Shellac Based Friction Polish: The finish most of us started using is shellac-based friction polish. Most pen 
turners who make pens to give away (the recreational or casual pen turner) will continue to use shellac based 
friction polish. When used correctly, shellac-based friction polish produces a very stunning finish. However, 
all too often shellac friction polish fails to produce the finish we desire for two reasons:(1) the use of too 
much friction polish for each coat and/or(2) not applying enough pressure (friction) to create the heat need-
ed to evaporate the solvent leaving the shellac behind. Ever wonder why it is called friction polish? Several 
coats can be applied but the pen blanks should not be handled until the final coat is completely cured. 
Waiting until the next day to assemble the new pen is best. A nice shellac-based friction polish finish can be 
ruined by handling the pen while the shellac is still warm and not fully cured.  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

Shellac-based friction polish is not as durable or as hard as pure shellac. They have oils and solvents added 
that make them easy and quick to use, but reduce the durability of the finish. Remember the white rings we 
often find on older furniture? Those white rings were caused by moisture condensing on drinking glasses and 
reacting with the finish—the shellac finish. Shellac reacts with the moisture and oils from our hands and 
causes the finish to deteriorate and turn darker as the pens ages and is used. Shellac-based friction polish is 
great for turnings that will not be handled. Several profess to like this patina and that’s fine. Several of us do 
not, and that’s fine also. Pure shellac is quite durable but takes lots of time to properly apply. 
 
Lacquer: Lacquer is one of my favorite finishes. It is not a quick finish because lacquer takes a week or two or 
longer to fully cure and reach its full hardness. But once it does fully cure, lacquer can be buffed to a deep 
shine. Lacquer can be used in several ways: (1) full strength from the can; (2) diluted using lacquer thinner; 
(3) spray can; or(4) the dipping lacquer. Lacquer can be purchased in gloss, semi-gloss, or satin finish. But re-
member, lacquer must be allowed to 
completely cure to its ultimate hardness before buffing. This may take several weeks depending on individual 
shop conditions. I prefera 50-50 mix of gloss lacquer and lacquer thinner applied on the lathe with aclean 
cloth. I apply 6 or 7 coats and allow the pen to cure for two weeks before assembling and buffing. It is not a 
fast finish, but lacquer is a great finish for pens. 
 
Plexiglass: After reading several threads on the pen turning forums, I think plexiglass finish has potential. Ba-
sically, the plexiglass is broken into small pieces, dissolved into acetone and applied to the pen. Smaller piec-
es will dissolve quicker. The solution needs to be stirred often to keep the pieces of plexiglass from forming 
one large mound of plexiglass reducing the total surface area of the plexiglass and requiring more time for it 
to dissolve. Add more plexiglass or acetone as 
needed to reach a solution that is close to thick syrup in consistency. The mix is applied to the pen using pa-
per towels.Two or three coats are applied and when it dries, wet sanding seems to be the best way to 
sand.Wet sanding keeps down the heat and the finish doesn’t melt. Caution: use only real plexiglass. Other 
clear plastics like Lexan (tm) will not work. And, the best plexiglass to use is the Cyro brand which is used by 
picture framers. Cyrobrand  Acrylite (tm) is the only sheet acrylic currently manufactured that is guaranteed 
not to yellow. Other brandsof  sheet acrylic will yellow, especially the Plexiglass tm  brand. Scrap from picture framing shops can be 

bought cheaply or often will be given away, else it ends up in landfills 
 

CA (cyanoacrylate) glue with or without Boiled Linseed Oil: As willsoon be revealed, finishing pens withCA 
glue has become my finish of choice. And, I also use boiled linseedoil with the CA. Woodturners have been 
using CA glue for filling checks, cracks, and gaps on woodturnings. But, CA has become a popular finish for 
pens. I know some turners who use CA for a finish on small bowls and spindle turnings.CA is used with and 
without boiled linseed oil and results are quite comparable. I’ve seen excellent and not so good CA finishes 
where CA was used with boiled linseed oil as well as without the oil. Several excellent instructional articles 
have been posted on the pen turning forums outlining the finishing techniques for CA glue. Go to your favor-
ite pen turning forum and you’ll find those instructions where ever the forum stores articles and instructions. 
My CA instructions follow. I use either a sanding sealer or a slurry of CA and sanding dust after sanding with 
320 sandpaper. Sanding through 600 grit sandpaper is followed with Micro Meshtm starting with 1500and 
progressing through 12000. An application of Medium WalnutWATCO Danish oil follows. The Danish oil dark-
ens the wood just a little and makes the grain very noticeable. The pen is now ready for the CA finish. 
Here are the steps I use: 

Finishing Pens 
Continued 
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This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their web site: 

www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

1. Tear a sheet of paper towel into six or seven strips and fold. Use a piece of paper towel folded several 
times, add three drops of  boiled linseed oil and apply a light coat of boiled linseed oil to the spinning pen 
blanks, using a slow lathe speed. I use three drops for the entire pen with each coat of CA. I apply the finish 
at a much faster lathes peed now than I did when I first started learning. (note: if you use too much oil the CA 
will gunk up and not be nice and smooth or the finish will appear to have some ghosting spots, like maybe 
the CA is not stuck to the wood.) 
 
2.  Hold the paper towel applicator from step 1 (which was used to apply the boiled linseed oil) against the 
bottom side of blank. Starting with the paper towel and CA bottle on same end of pen, add a thin layer of me-
dium CA on top of blank as the blank spins while moving the CA and towel pad from one end of the pen to 
the other--one pass only--then add light pressure with the paper towel on the blank, constantly moving side-
to-side until the CA is dry and the surface of the pen is smooth and slick. The CA will heat upsome (the heat is 
from the CA curing, not the friction applied by the paper towel applicator.) Repeat process for second blank. 
The paper towel should be kept moving from end to end and the CA will cure to a bright shiny coating. After 
some practice, you will be able to determine how long to keep the applicator on the blank and moving. I 
think many who try this remove the applicator too soon and hence the high failure rate and frustration. Now, 
do the same to the other half of the pen. 
 
3.  I sometimes lightly sand between the CA layers but most of the time I don’t...you will learn to tell when 
you should. I use very fine sandpaper(600 or 1000) or the 1500 MicroMeshtm 
 
4.  Repeat step two...I do four coats of CA/boiled linseed oil. 
 
5.  After the final coat of CA/boiled linseed oil, sand with Micro Meshtm1500 to 12000. 
6.  After sanding with MicroMeshtm, I buff with Tripoli, white diamond and HUT Ultra Gloss Plastic Polish. 
 
7.  Next, I use McGuire’s scratch and swirl remover auto polish and I use it as directed on the tube. 
 
8.  I use no wax or other topcoats over the CA finish. 
 
That’s how it’s done and the result is a great durable finish for pens. After using this finish for three  years 
now, I get such a great looking finish after the final CA/boiled linseed oil application that I have stopped the 
sanding after the CA application and go straight to the buffing step. This has come with practice and continual 
tweaking of the application process. I often apply the CA to the papertowel applicator and then apply the CA 
to the spinning pen, but I think learning as I have outlined may produce quicker successful results. Deviations 
can be developed as you become comfortable with the CA/boiled linseedoil finishing process. Happy finish-
ing....and, OH YEAH, you should keep a can of acetone close by. You will figure out why! 
Do a good turn daily! 

 

Finishing Pens 
Continued 

http://www.svwoodturners.org


 

http://www.svwoodturners.org/ Page 19 

MT DIABLO WOODTURNING CENTER 

Class List for Spring 2016            
 Registration opens March 12, 2016     Register at:  www.diablowoodturning.org 

 
WOODTURNING 101, Woodturning Introduction  

Learn about the fastest growing craft activity in the USA.  Learn about wood lathe · operation, tools, and safest turning 
techniques. Class includes extensive written materials, fun turning activities of increasing complexity and projects to 

take home.  
Instructor: Matt Graham 

Register for course # 95501001 
4/5/16 – 6/7/16, Tuesday, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, $170.00 

4/14/16 – 6/23/16, Thursday, 6:00 – 9:00 PM 
 

 WOODTURNING 301 Advanced Green & Natural Edge Bowls 
This course continues basic wood turning instruction.  Students will turn both green wood and dry wood bowls:  Fin-
ished edge and natural edged, standard and thin walled.  Instruction will include harvesting and preparing locally cut 

trees into bowl blanks.  The tools of use will primarily be the deep-fluted gouge and bowl scrapers. 
Instructors: Jacques Blumer/John Cobb 

4/6/16 – 5/18/16 (7 weeks) 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

 
Proper Maintenance of Your Wood Lathe NEW 

Class will review lathe maintenance and will cover the tools, cleaning supplies and techniques required to keep your 
lathe in tip-top shape. 
Instructor: Ros Harper 

4/6/16 (1 week)  
Wednesday, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Woodturning 401 Intermediate Hollow VesselsNEW 

Woodturning 401 is an intermediate level class for turning hollow vessels.  The class will meet over two consecutive 
days with an optional woodpile tour on the morning of the second class.   Prerequisite: Woodturning — 101 and 201 

or Instructor approval 
Instructors: John Cobb 

5/25, Wednesday 12:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
5/26/16 Thursday 9:00 – 6:00 PM 

 
Using the Skew CHISEL NEW 

We will discuss the different types of skew chisels and their application, sharpening, and use.  This class will allow par-
ticipants to develop skill using this versatile tool with its various different cutting techniques.  Bring your skew chisels 

or use ours.  Instructor: Jim Rodgers 
4/11/16 - 4/25/16 (3 weeks)  
Monday, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

 
Cast a Resin Pen Blank & Turn into a European Style Pen NEW  

Learn how to cast your own Acrylic Pen Blanks using a variety of base materials and colors; then turn the blank into a 
sleek European Style Pen.  Materials and kits for 1 pen will be provided – additional materials and kits will be available 

for purchase. 
Instructor: Joel Albert 

6/8/16 – 6/15/16 (2 weeks) 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Maintaining your four jaw scroll chuck NEW 

Class will review the cleaning supplies and techniques for dismantling, cleaning, and reassembling chucks.  Different 

chucks required different techniques, so bring your chuck and chuck key to this class. 

Instructor: Ros Harper 

4/13/16 (1 week)  

Wednesday, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

 

 Turning Transitional Vessels NEW 

Transitional Vessels combine turning a hollow vessel with using segmented rings.  We will show you how to turn on 

two faceplates, harvest additional rings for the original segmented assembly and complete the project from your 

scrap wood pile.  Bring two faceplates, your favorite 3X3X5 burl wood and contrasting materials for the segmented 

ring.  (3 weeks) 

Instructor: Jim Rodgers 

6/6/16 - 6/20/16 (3 weeks)  

Monday, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

 

 Turning Platters & Plates NEW 

Class will focus on a variety of techniques and tools needed to make Platters and Plates.  We will cover various meth-

ods for holding, laying out by balancing form versus function.  This is also a great opportunity to improve your turning 

skills since we will be working with relatively thin blanks. 

Instructor: Joel Albert 

4/5/16 – 4/19/16 (3 weeks) 

Tuesday, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  

  

Woodturning — Tool Techniques – Spindle Roughing GougeNEW 

Class will review the features, use, and sharpening of the spindle roughing gouge.  In addition to practicing rounding, 

students will have the opportunity to make a mallet using the spindle roughing gouge. 

Instructor: Ros Harper 

4/20/16 (1 week)  

Wednesday, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 Turning MiniaturesNEW 

Class will show you how to turn miniatures – bowls, plates, vases, etc.  Topics to be covered will be how to choose 

the wood, mounting of the wood, and what tools are needed.  You’ll be able to turn any type of small keepsake you 

want to try. 

Instructor: Bob Nolan 

4/7/16 – 4/28/16 (4 weeks)  

Thursday, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
   

    

Turning a “John Beaver” Style Wave Bowl NEW 

Learn how to make a curved “wave” in a bowl.  You will lay out the curve, cut it on the bandsaw, insert a veneer and turn the inside and out.  Prerequisite: 

Woodturning — 201 or Instructor approval. 

Instructor: Dave Fleisig 

6/14/16 – 6/21/16 (2 weeks)  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

   15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 

Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
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2016 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  
Volunteers, and Contacts 

President John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

V.P./Programs Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Mikelan@aol.com 

Treasurer Tom Schmida  (831) 688-3866 tschmedia@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary Greg Peck (408) 281-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411   bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 Greg Peck (408) 623-9156 gregoreo@me.com 

Hospitality Barbara Jones (408) 257-9385 northbaj@att.net 

Membership Chair. Paul Rygard (408) 866-0390 prygard@yahoo.com 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

Librarian Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

Webmaster Pete Zavela (405) 849-2858         

                                                          zavelawoodturning@gmail.com 
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It takes more than 
the officers and pro-
gram chairs to make our 
club function at its best.  
If your name’s not in the 
column at right, we still 
need your help in other 
ways to manage some 
of the club’s activities.  
This is a HELP WANTED 
ad, and we need you to 
respond.  There are al-
ways things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop 
tours  
• Volunteers to present/
demonstrate at 
meetings  
• Members to write up 
their profiles for the 
newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 
Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 
Please contact Mike 
Lanahan to volunteer 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will 
help you get your article ready if need be.  Deadline is one week after our club 
meeting.  
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the 
benefit of other turners.  Please credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the news-
letter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with permission, you must secure that same per-
mission in order to use that material.  
Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 
The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members 
who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or master a technique that just 
doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  
Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

Jim Gott, jgtimp@aol.com , (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge 

bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but segmenting.  

Mike Lanahan, lanahan.mike@gmail.com , (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, 

Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

Dennis Lillis, denjlillis@gmail.com , (408) 353-3821 Hollowing, sharpening, 

and coring  

SVW NEEDS 

YOU!  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
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IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, by the 

end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

Ironmen are those who 

successfully complete 

all 12 President’s Chal-

lenge projects for the 

year.  Those who meet 

the challenge are 

awarded coveted and 

distinctive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A blue 

bar in the accompany-

ing chart means that 

person has completed 

the project for the 

month indicated.  You 

needn’t be a great 

turner, you just need to 

participate.  Make 

something in our Chal-

lenge theme and bring it 

to the next meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-
con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting 
and check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail 

with check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 

Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Paul Rygard, 255 Prince St.  Los Gatos,CA 95032 

Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  

Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member-
ship* 

Renewal 2nd Quarter  

April - June 
  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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Join us Wednesday, April 6th 

@7:00PM 

Santa Clara High School Woodshop 

 3000 Benton St, Santa Clara, CA  

It is right across the street from the 

Baptist Church sign, and just past 

(coming from Kiely) a No Entrance 

sign.   

January Program: Dennis Lillis 

January Challenge: Goblet 

Dinner before the Meeting:   

Watch for email update 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, with 

center holes—   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks 

increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, or 

the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

 turnturninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

McNaughton Adjustable Face Plate 
For Sale or trade 

16” Complete One Way Easy Coring Set 

For Sale or Trade 

Rich Johnson 

209-710-8785 

Rjlatheart@gmail.com 

18” Rikon Bandsaw 

For sale or trade 

 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com

