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Gott Ornaments?

Go to pg. 5

November, 2003

Jim Gott 
shows off 
a fi nished 
ornament 

of redwood 
burl and 

SVW’s own Jim Gott took center 
stage in November, to demonstrate 
his technique for turning Christmas 
tree ornaments. His pieces consist of 
a hollow globe with top and icicle in 
a contrasting wood.

He begins with about a 2" square redwood 
burl block, mounted in a large Vicmark chuck. 
He prefers a pear or apple shape to a perfect 
sphere for the body of the ornament, consider-
ing these shapes 
more interest-
ing. He rounds 
the piece with 
a roughing 
gouge and faces 
the end with a 
skew. Then he 
reverses it and 

rounds off the 
edges previ-
ously held in 
the chuck.

Once the 
piece is cylin-
drical, Jim uses 
a spindle gouge 
to develop 
the profi le 
he wants. He 
tries to leave a 
small fl at on the 
tailstock side of the piece (which will be the 
bottom), so he can later get a tight fi t for his 
icicle. He turns the blank into approximately an 
apple shape, a little less tall than its diameter, 
and sands the outside to #400 grit.

Jim drills a 3/8" hole all the way through the 
piece, using a Forstner bit. This ensures that the 
top and bottom mounting holes line up. Then he 
uses a Rich Dege 45° hollowing tool to hollow 
the globe.  He estimates thickness by eye as he 
goes, aiming for about a 1/4" wall thickness. 
He uses a bent coat hanger gauge to check his 
progress, spreading the tips about 1/2" apart, 
then bringing the internal tip up against the wall 
and checking the space between the outside tip 
and the outer wall. 

He coats the fi nished globe with 50% Deft 
lacquer on the outside. Jim particularly likes 

Jim prefers shapes other 
than spherical.

Starting with a small burl 
blank.
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Join us on Wednes day, Dec. 3rd, 
at 7 P.M., when members will show 
off Jigs and Fixtures. Location: 
Rich Johnson's Wood turn ing Center 
in San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind 
his home at 14979 Joanne Ave., 
San Jose. From Hwy. 680, take the 
McKee Road exit East about 1.5 
miles to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto 
Joanne Ave.
Bring your chair and items for Show and Tell. We all learn 
together.

PRESIDENT'S CHALLENGE: XMAS ORNAMENT

This year 
is al-
most 

over . It is time to dig out 
the Xmas stuff, and turn that 
Xmas decoration for the meet-
ing.  So what are you going to 
turn???   You also might want 
to get to that turning you could 
make for the Xmas party.  

All of us have Turned Piec-
es at our homes, in our own collections; some 
of our own, some collected over the years.  The 
club Christmas Party is a great place to expand 
our collections and share some of our turnings.  
For your gift bring a Turning, And REMEM-
BER to sign and date it! That is very important.

Lookin’ back, we have been very lucky this 
past year with all the turning activities we have 
seen.  The demos, and the two Symposiums 
were very exciting.  This year is over and it 

is already time to look ahead to next year’s 
activities.  Believe it or not, it is time to start 
blocking out “time” for some of them.  I need 
to start planning for the Utah Symposium in 
June.  I can not attend the AAW event this year 
(it is just too far away for me), but some of you 
might get to go to Florida and take it in.  If the 
opportunity is there, go for it. It is a great event.  
Some of the other events to think about are 
Home & Garden Shows. We have one in Janu-
ary, so please sign up for that.  There is mention 
of some of the demos for the future club meet-
ings.  Our annual Top night in May needs a top.  
We need to plan a club summer picnic.  There is 
also the “Turn Off”.  And here is a good place 
to let you know the President’s Challenges for 
2004:

January Plate/Platter
February Glue Up
March With Lid
April Between Centers
May Spinning Top
June Something added, not glue
July Colored
August Handled
September Carved/Altered
October Seasonal
November Natural Edged
December Decoration

Happy Holidays and Turnings ,

Rich
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President's Chal lenge and Show & Tell

Presidentʼs Challenge: With 
Holes

Phil Roybal 
led off with a 
jack ‘o lantern 
hollow form, 
turned and 
carved from 
spalted pepper 
and fi nished 
with Watco and 
wax.

Oriented 
Strand Board 
(OSB) was 
popular at this 
meeting, with 
several mem-
bers turning 
scraps contrib-
uted by Tom 
Donnelly.

Jim Gott 
showed an OSB 
hollow form, 
coated with CA 
and fi nished 
with 50% Deft.

Rich John-
son displayed 
an unfi nished 
hollow form of 
OSB.

Clockwise from top left: Phil Roybal, Bill 
Robinson, Mike Rude, Herb Green, Tom 
Donnally, Rich Johnson, Jim Gott.

Tom Don-
nelly presented 
an OSB bowl, 
fi nished with 
Tung oil.

Bill Rob-
inson made a 
wine cork of 
mystery wood.

Mike Rude 
showed a hol-
low twist, the 
demo piece 
from last 
month, of olive 
with a desert 
ironwood base, 
fi nished with 
lacquer.

Herb Green 
brought a 
small, OSB 
goblet, unfi n-
ished. 

Challenge 
winners were 
Mike Rude and 
Phil Roybal.

Go to page 4. 
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Show and Tell

Tony 
Bryhan turned 
a large, oak, 
natural edge 
bowl, finished 
with vinegar 
and steel wool, 
and Tung oil. 
He used a 
Mahoney grind 
chisel.

Herb Green 
showed a wal-
nut plate, from 
a tree cut down 
a year ago. He 
finished with 
one coat of tung 
oil.

Al Gore 
presented 
a goblet of 
Bradford pear, 
turned wet, and 
finished with 

Arboroil. He 
also showed a 
mulberry natu-
ral edge bowl, 
finished with 
Arboroil.

Tom Don-
nelly showed a 
ginko hollow 
form, finished 
with walnut 
Danish oil. 

Mike Rude 
presented a 
pepper natural 
edge bowl, 
turned very 
green. He 
finished it with 
lacquer.

Bob Tang 
brought a 
natural edged 
pepper bowl, 
finished with 
lacquer.

Challenge, 
con’t. from 

pg. 3.

Clockwise from top left: Tony Bryhan, Tom Donnally, Mike 
Rude, Bob Tang, Al Gore, and Herb Green.
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Bounty paper 
towels for this 
job because they 
hold together 
better. Finally, 
he parts the 
globe off with a 
spindle gouge. 
If he was not 
satisfied with the 
appearance of 
the finial hole, 
he could make a 
small jam chuck 
out of the waste remaining in the chuck and put 
the globe back on it to clean up at this time..

Now Jim sets to work on the finial. He 
chucks a cocobolo pen blank in the 1” jaws of a 
small Vicmark 
chuck to turn 
his icicle. He 
makes sure 
the wood has 
straight grain, 
otherwise it’ll 
snap during 
the turning. He 
brings up the 
tailstock for 
support, runs 
the lathe up to 
3000 RPM, and 
rounds the piece with a roughing gouge. He 
determines the finial length, about 4 1/2 finger 
widths long. Then he tapers it smoothly along 
that length, leaving an enlarged section at the 
end.

He starts shaping from the tailstock end 
with a spindle gouge. The gouge is sharpened 
way back, as a detail gouge would be, to reach 
into tight spaces. He tucks the gouge into his 
body and uses his whole body to move the tool 
smoothly. If he just used his arms, it would be 
easy to lose control of the tool, snapping the 
delicate tip off the icicle. 

Jim works the pendent in swooping stages, 
sanding as he goes to minimize stress on the 
piece. He finishes the series of pendants with 

Gott, con't. 
from pg. 1

a ball and a cone at the top of the icicle, clean-
ing up his cut with a small skew. He cuts a 
slight chamfer at the top of the cone to create a 
shadow line that will hide any errors in the glue 
joint. Then he wipes his Deft finish onto the 
icicle and  friction dries it on the lathe. He parts 
off the plug at the tail end.

Finally, Jim turns a tenon to fit into the red-
wood sphere. He uses a modified tool, a scraper 
cut down into a 1/4" skew, so he can get in 
between the top of the finial and the chuck jaws. 
Finally he sizes the tenon with a Rich Dege 
sharpened open end wrench, and parts off the 
icicle with a Stott parting tool. 

He uses the 
waste remain-
ing in the chuck 
to turn the top. 
He develops 
the shape with 
a small spindle 
gouge and 
skew, boring a 
tiny depression 
in the end. He 
then drills a 
hole in that de-
pression, to hold a mounting hook. He finishes 
the shape, then again turns and sizes a small 
tenon toward the chuck. When he’s satisfied 
with the tenon’s size, he applies lacquer to the 
piece and parts it off.

Cocobolo is an oily wood. Jim uses auto-
motive brake cleaner on a Q-tip to clean off 
those oils before gluing the top and icicle to 
the sphere with CA glue. (Mike 
Rude notes that Fine Wood-
working Magazine recently re-
ported such solvent application 
doesn’t help, and recommended 
using epoxy to fasten the piec-
es.) He lines up the grain on top 
and bottom pieces before gluing 
them. Then he buffs the orna-
ment with the Beale System on 
the lathe at around 1200 RPM. 
The result is a delicate orna-
ment, fit to decorate any tree!

The globe in progress.

The icicle from start to 
finish.

Turning the top.
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RICH JOHNSON (PRESIDENT)
 Our party is scheduled for December 

6th. Plan to arrive at six, and we’ll eat around 
seven. We will have a stealing gift exchange. 
Bring a gift and get a ticket: one gift one ticket. 
After dinner we pull a ticket, and the owner of 
that ticket selects any gift from the pile. Open 
the gift and show everyone what it is. Before 
you go back to your seat, you pull the next 
ticket. That person now gets to come up and get 
a gift or looks at any of the ones opened before. 
If there is something already opened that you 
just gotta have, steal that gift and it is yours. 
The person that you took it from now has the 
choice; the pile or already opened gifts. 

We do have a limit though. The gift stays 
with the third owner and can not be taken away. 
I am often asked: What kind of gift should I 
bring?? Our theme is: “Something shop re-
lated”. Could be a “Turning” (signed please), 
a tool, wood, etc., so a gift that you would like 
to get would be fi ne. Remember that we are a 
“Woodturning” Club. This might be the year 
to start that collection (of Turnings) you’ve 
always wanted.
We backed out of the Woodworking Show 
because we didnʼt have enough volunteers 
to staff a table. The next H&G Show is 
January 9-11 at Santa Clara. The following 
show is February 27-29, in San Mateo.

HERB GREEN (VP/PROGRAMS)
Our December meeting will feature Jigs and 

Fixtures, so bring that great invention you’ve 
come up with to help you turn. Dick Pickering 
will demonstrate his nutcracker techniques in 
January.

JIM GOTT (TREASURER)

INCOME
 Raffl e $12
 Library $6
 Dues $25
 Mahoney Demo Tickets $750

EXPENSES
 Challenge prizes $20 

 Mike Rude demo $50 
 Rich Johnson (Mahoney food) $72.94

 Michelle Johnson ( demo lunch) $38.42
 Craig Thorson (demo lunch) $18.51
 Al Gore (demo donuts) $22.98
 Mahoney demo fee $600
NEW BALANCE (spendable) $1243.43

PHIL ROYBAL (SEC’Y./EDITOR)
We have 48 members now, with the addi-

tion of the three new members we got in the 
last month: Max Bambridge, Mike Magrill, and 
James Vilona. The new roster, including all cur-
rent members, is posted on our Group Site.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mike Rude moved that we fi le a fi ctitious 
name statement so we can amend our bank ac-
count to accept checks made out to SVW. The 
measure was approved by voice vote. 

Nominations for 2004 staff include:
Treasurer: Jim Gott, with Craig to help
Editor: Phil Roybal
VP Programs: Herb Green
President: Rich Johnson
Library: Craig Thorson (acting)
Apparel: Dick Pickering
Ways and Means: Ace Foster
Webmaster: Al Gore
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Air Helmet Options
JIM GOTT

I recently needed a new battery for my 
RACAL AIRMATE 3 dust helmet, so I called 
Airware America in Elbow Lake, Minnesota. 
While talking to the gentleman, I mentioned 
that my helmet sometimes makes my head 
sore where the hose couples into the back 
of the helmet. For my head size (7 3/8), the 
plastic housing is right up against the back of 
the headband, and it presses against my skull. 
He said he could help me, and explained that 
they occasionally get parts returned for war-
ranty repairs or trade-ins. He could recondition 
an AIRSTREAM helmet to fit my AIRMATE 
hose. The AIRSTREAM is a bit different than 
the AIRMATE: the fan and filter are in the hel-
met behind the 
head, whereas 
the AIRMATE 
has the filter, 
battery, and 
fan in a unit 
worn around 
the waist. He 
explained 
that the AIR-
STREAM fan 
and filter can 
be removed, and above them is a 2” coupling 
that will attach to my AIRMATE hose with an 
automotive hose clamp. This would put the 
hose connec-
tion several 
inches behind 
my head, 
allowing for 
much more 
comfort. In 
addition, 
the AIR-
STREAM hel-
met has a more 
impact resistant 
polycarbon-
ate faceshield, 

which is 
much more 
economical to 
replace than 
the one on the 
AIRMATE. 
I ordered the 
new helmet, 
a package of 
10 faceshield 
overlays, 
and an extra 
Tyvek chin skirt. As I recall, the entire package 
was about $200.

If you have an AIRMATE helmet and have 
at least a 7 3/8 head size, this solution may 
work 
well for 
you. The 
Airware 
America 
salesman 
said the 
AIR-
STREAM 
will com-
fortably fit 
head sizes up 
to 8 1/2.

I am very 
happy with 
my new 
helmet. as it 
is much more 
comfortable 
than the old 
one. The 
lesson to be 
learned here is that Airware America can cus-
tom build units to suit your needs, and if you 
don’t mind reconditioned parts you can save 
quite a bit of money in the process.

The AIRMATE 3 package 
with hose and belt-worn 
filter / battery / fan unit.

Here you see the black 
plastic air duct extending 

inside the radius of the 
hatband, where it hits me in 

the back of the head.

AIRSTREAM helmet, adapted 
to accept the AIRMATE 

system’s 2-inch diameter hose.

Inside the AIRSTREAM  
helmet. The fan has been 

removed and the AIRMATE’s 
hose attaches with a hose 

clamp. Also removed is the 
HEPA filter that fits under 

the top of the helmet. It’s not 
needed because the filter is in 

the waist pack. The removal
of these two parts makes the 
helmet lighter than the stock

AIRSTREAM helmet.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's Woodturners' Boot camp.
Learn the basics, from chainsaw to polish. 

An all day class. Book available. Sign up 
now. (408) 254-8485.

Woodfast lathe 
for sale 

16” capacity, variable 
speed, good condition.

Credit card OK. E-
mail Josh Salesin at jls-
epi@pacbell.net for more 
info.

MEN TOR PRO GRAM

Our Men tor pro gram now in cludes fi ve vol-
 un teer men tors. Contact Phil Roybal to join 
the list. Mem bers who need some help (but 
not formal lessons) can contact:

Rich Dege                  (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott                     (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson             (408) 254-8485
Ron Newcomb           (510) 797-6665
Phil Roybal                (408) 255-4789

SVW OFFICERS

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

Vice-President
Herb Green (408) 268-5241
herbertjgreen@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Secretary /Editor
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789
proybal@pacbell.net


