
TechShop Overview by Brad 
Martinson  
Founded in Oc-

tober 2006, 

TechShop, Inc. 

is a membership-

based, do-it-

yourself work-

shop and fabri-

cation studio, 

providing access 

to a vibrant com-

munity of highly 

creative people 

and more than 

$750,000 worth of high-quality machines, tools 

and software. Based in Menlo Park, CA, with 

locations in San Jose, San Francisco, Raleigh, 

NC, and Detroit MI, and soon to open locations 

in New York , Portland and Los Angeles.  

TechShop offers training and instruction for peo-

ple of all skill levels.  It has machines ranging 

from manual mills and lathes, to laser, plasma 

and water jet cutters, industrial sewing machines, 

electronics and more are available to TechShop 

members for a monthly access fee, similar to the 

fitness club model.                    Photos page 15. 

http://techshop.ws 

TechShop San Jose 

300 South 2nd Street 

San Jose, CA 95113 

Map and Driving Directions 
Phone: (408) 916-4144 

General Information: info.sj@techshop.ws 
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COMING UP! 
SVW Membership Now! 

Next Meeting 3/7 

Phil Roybal 3/7 

Jimmy Clews Demo Fri. 3/9 

Graeme Priddle  5/5 

Utah Symposium 5/17-19 

AAW Symposium 6/8-10 

The Miniature Art Show, an exhibit of small 

artworks benefiting Sunnyvale Community Ser-

vices, is being held during the month of March at 

Sunnyvale Art Gallery.  This is the fundraiser's 

first year and we are excited to feature many dif-

ferent types of art, including woodturning!  Phil 

Roybal, Howard Cohen, and Rich Horton donated 

beautiful pieces that will be exhibited during this 

month-long event. 

Admission to the show is free.  Visitors to the 

gallery will be able to purchase raffle tickets for 

their favorite art-

works.  At the end 

of the show, there will be a drawing 

for each artwork.  100% of the pro-

ceeds from the sale of raffle tickets 

will go to Sunnyvale Community 

Services, a nonprofit whose mis-

sion is to prevent homelessness and 

hunger for low-income families and seniors facing 

temporary crises. 

Here are the details for those who would like to 

see the show: 

March 1st - March 30th, 9am - 7pm daily (except 

Sundays) 

Sunnyvale Art Gallery  

(same location as Kimm's Flower Basket) 

251 W. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA  94087 

Receptions: March 3rd 5-8pm;  

                    March 10, 17, 24 2-5pm 

 www.sunnyvaleartgallery.com/miniartshow 

                 Photo to left is Rich Horton’s work 

………….Photos of other SVW Artists’ work, page 10 

Chips & Chatter Concentration 
 

 Which 2011 issue had photos of the Shop 

Tour? 

 What did David Springett demonstrate? 

 J. Paul Fennell? 

 In which issue did Phil describe the “Taming 

of the Skew video? 

 Where was Colin Mackinzie’s article on “To 

Mat, or not to Matt?” 

Well, fear not, you need not remember, and there 

is no quiz in the morning.  But, if you ever want 

to locate an article, President’s Challenge, Tip or 

Trick, or Check it Out review in the 2011 ar-

chives, there is an index at the end of this edition, 

also published on YahooGroups/Files/

Newsletters/Archives/2011.  Now that the first 

index is complete, more prior years will be add-

ed, and sorted in multiple ways.  See pages 20-21 

http://techshop.ws
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=300+South+2nd+St,+San+Jose,+CA+95113&sll=37.331963,-121.885955&sspn=0.011721,0.020514&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=300+S+2nd+St,+San+Jose,+California+95113&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=300+South+2nd+St,+San+Jose,+CA+95113&sll=37.331963,-121.885955&sspn=0.011721,0.020514&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=300+S+2nd+St,+San+Jose,+California+95113&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A
mailto:info.sj@techshop.ws
http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.sunnyvaleartgallery.com/miniartshow


The Silicon Valley Woodturners have already 

completed two general meetings and it is only 

the second week of February, another year fly-

ing by.  Our February 1st meeting once again 

provided members the opportunity to show the 

mastery of the wood lathe.  Turning outstanding 

pieces with cracks and bark inclusions did not 

seem to be much of a challenge; they were all 

beautiful. 

 

The President’s Challenge for March is a “Bird 

House”.  This project should provide the begin-

ning wood turner the challenge of turning a 

small cylinder, a base and a top, then assemble 

the Bird House.  Let’s not forget the method of display.  For the 

intermediate and advance turner, creativity might be more of the 

challenge.  Have fun with this next challenge. 

 

Looking forward to April, the challenge is “finial”.  Several tun-

ers have not challenged themselves turning a finial.  These small 

finely tuned spindles can frustrate even the most experience 

turner as they are easily broken while turning.  If you want to get 

a head start you may want to be sure and have a turning for the 

finial to set on. 

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE, Rich Johnson has spent hours and hours 

learning how and producing our new website, SVWoodturn-

ers.org.  The new site is a great improvement over the old one.  

There is one thing all members can help on to expand the site for 

the general public.  Prepare an eight picture gallery along with a 

description that states the wood, finish, size and year turned and 

send it to rich.  My submission was based on last years’ newslet-

ters. I started a word document, then went through the newslet-

ters, found the great pictures Jim Gott or Colin Mackenzie had 

taken, selected the picture, copied it and the pasted in on the 

word documents.  Having selected eight pic-

tures, I then prepared the brief description and 

emailed it to Rich, all in say 20 minutes.  This is 

something every member can do, please partici-

pate.  

 

On February 13th we held our first Board Meet-

ing of 2012.  Under our new by-laws, Board 

Meetings are to be held quarterly.  The main 

purpose of this meeting was to pass some need-

ed Board resolutions to authorize the opening of 

a Bank account for the incorporated club, desig-

nate the signers on the bank account, recognize 

the duly elected officers of last October votes, as 

well as better define officer duties.  Another item was to generate 

the official club calendar of events, which lists all meetings of 

the club, club events and pro demonstrations.  The calendar will 

be part of the Board minutes and will provide AAW the docu-

mentation it would need should there ever be an insurance claim. 

 

Did you know that the turnings the club member donate are gen-

erating revenue for the charities that received them?  I had to stop 

by the church to return my keys, and was met with grateful praise 

for the outstanding turnings they received last year.  They still 

have a few that will be auctioned off at two upcoming events.  

Then there is City Team, who was able to raise funds for their 

organization’s goals from turnings members donated.  The Ea-

gles are now receiving donated turnings that are being distributed 

through out their organization to raise funds for their charities.  

WHAT A GREAT JOB YOU MEMBERS HAVE DONE!!!! 

 

Enjoy turning!! 

Ard Sealy 
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Join us Wednesday, March 7 (FIRST Wednday of  the month) 

at 7 P.M., The Eagle Lodge, 1036 Lincoln Ave., San Jose, CA 

95125.  This located between Willow and Coe on the East side of 

the street.  There is parking on both sides of the building, on the 

street and across the street at the funeral home.     

Bring items for President’s Challenge and Show & Tell.  We 

all learn together.  

March President's Challenge:  Bird House.   Please register 

your entry online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 

PM the day of the meeting to be eligible.  

Demonstration:  Phil Roybal will give a presentation on Rout-

er Inlays (butterfly, and a lot more). 

 
For those who would like to get together for dinner before the 

meeting, we have been going to Jake's of Willow Glen.  They're a 

pizza place, but also have a large selection of sandwiches, wraps 

and salads. Check them out at www.jakesofwillowglen.com.  

Jake's is located a short walk, just two blocks, south of the Eagle 

lodge on the same side of Lincoln at: 1074 Lincoln Ave. We start 

showing up at Jakes at 5:30 PM. 

Membership Renewal is due NOW!  See Grant for renewal at the next meeting, or send in your re-

newal check, cash or first born with the renewal form (page 14) to continue to have access to SVW Ya-

hoo groups, the inspiration and camaraderie of our fellow members, not to mention this newsletter.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://www.jakesofwillowglen.com
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By Phil Roybal 

 

Pen turning is a perennial favorite—quick 

and easy, with very satisfying results. 

There’s always something to learn by 

watching someone else turn one. 

Steve Russell isn’t a very animated pre-

senter, but he’s very easy to understand, 

and the video’s close-ups and illustrations 

are first-rate. He starts his video with a 

review of safety equipment, then discusses 

the many kinds of materials he use in turn-

ing pens. Next he moves to the principal 

part of the video, turning an American Flat 

Top-style pen from buckeye burl. 

This video is great for people who are new 

to pen turning. Steve follows good practic-

es, and goes through all the details—what 

glues to use, how to drill the blanks, how 

to set up the lathe, and so on. 

Russell turns the top and bottom of his 

pen, then turns the cap ring tenon that’s 

characteristic of this style of pen. He talks 

about how to size the top so the ring is a 

nice, flush fit. Then he goes on to sanding 

and finishing. 

Russell’s friction polish finishing tech-

nique is a surprise, and not one that I 

would use, but it seems to work for him.  

This is a great introduction to turning a 

pen of moderate complexity—the classic 

American Flat Top, which is offered by 

several pen companies. If you’re new to 

pen turning, check it out, in the SVW Li-

brary! 

 

Check it out, in the SVW Library! 

 

 

From the SVW Library Turning Elegant Pens with Steve Russell, 

v. 2, #115 



 

President’s Challenge 
 

“Bark or Cracks” 
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Dean Adkins - Elm fruit bowl 

with bark inclusions filled with 

CA glue, 15" diameter x 6" 

high, turned green so slightly 

warped. Watco Danish oil fin-

ish, to be lacquered in the fu-

ture. 

Ard Sealy - Olive 

hollow form, numer-

ous cracks filled 

with saw dust and 

CA on outside, left 

open on inside. Used 

shrink-wrap during 

hollowing. finished 

Becky Frisbee - Tea Light 

candle holder, Mulberry 

with bark, Crystal Coat.   

Oak letter opener, Crystal 

coat, makeup for January 

Bob Gerenser - Olive bowl 

with bark. Natural 

Brian Butler - Ikebana flower 

pot made from juniper with 

cracks and bark inclusion fin-

ished with lacquer 

Brian Butler - January make up. 

KC style Slimline Pens, one 

made of cherry burl, and one 

made of sycamore and walnut, 

both finished in lacquer 
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Dick Pickering - Olive 

wood Salt & Pepper 

Shakers 50/50 finish 

and buffed  

(Most included cracks 

filled. Doesn't olive al-

ways crack & distort?) 

Denver Bradford - 

Memosa bowl with bark 

hole 50/50 finish 

Gary Keogh - Redwood 

burl hollow form w/bark & 

crack.   Finish min oil. 

Grant Beech - Almaden 

Olive Bowl - Crack in 

bottom not filled - 50/50 

finish and buffed 

Harry Levin - Silver $ eu-

calyptus hollow vessel 

lacquer 

Jim Benson - Birch bowl 

with cracks, EEE and Shel-

la wax 
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Marcus Moody - Fruit-

less pear wood bowl lots 

of bark 50/50 finish. Al-

so a pear with crack 

filled with sawdust & CA, finish: 50/50. For the March chal-

lenge, a hanging birdhouse/ feeder made from pear bottle brush 

& stainless steel, the perch is made of birch. Finished in 50/50. 

Johnny Alias - Bowl, Spanish 

Cedar finished with 50/50 

and wipe on poly. 

Mike Lanahan - Ash 

bowl, with bark inclu-

sion, finished with poly. 

Paul Kmetko - Spalted Wanut 

Wormeaten Burl Bowl. Gloss 

Lacquer. Method: Hold on and 

pray... 

Phil Roybal - Poplar bowl 

with burned rim and fine 

cracks in the walls. Fin-

ished with lacquer. 
Rich Johnson - Walnut bowl 

50/50 finish with brass in 

cracks 
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Colin Mackenzie - Man-

zanita Bowl cracks and 

inclusions with wiped on 

poly. 

 

Also a natural edge with 

Pistachio, wipe on Poly. 

Scott Landon - 

Bowl-Walnut -

Tung oil finish 

Sharod Broadhead - bowl, 7 inch, 

Sandlewood with bark SS/50/50 L , 

turning 

Tom Schmida - Austral-

ian Tea tree, natural 

edge bowl with bark 

inclusions, finish 50/50 

Herb Green - small 

vase embedded bark, 

Australian pine, 

Verathane 

No info provided in Presi-

dent’s Challenge Data Base, 

on Yahoo Groups. 

Dennis Lillis—The larger hol-

low form is Western maple burl 

with wipe on poly and wax.  The 

small one is manzanita burl with the 

same finish, with its many checks 

and bark inclusion. 



 

Page 8 

Barbara Jones - 

Mystery wood.  

What is it? 

Brian Butler - Snowman box 

made from pepper tree and 

padauk,   Also, a walking cane 

made from walnut finished in 

lacquer 

Paul Kmetko - Two Pink Ivory 

and Rosewood Valentine Pen-

dants. Acrylic Lacquer. Lathe, 

Scroll Saw and Flexible Shaft 

Carving Tool 

Mike Lanahan - Touch 

screen stylus & stylus/pen 

for capacitive touch screen 

cell phones, tablets, etc. 

Penn State kits. Gary Keogh - Incense Cedar hol-

low form - Wipe on poly 
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Herb Green - red-

wood burl/African 

blackwood Urn for 

friend and neighbor lac-

quer finish 2nd one 1st 

was too small 

Scott Landon - 

Bowl-Mrytelwood 

(Calif) - Tung oil 

finish 

Tom Schmida - Ital-

ian Cypress?, shal-

low bowl, no finish 

yet,.  And Australian 

Tea tree, small bowl 

with rare earth mag-

net to hold used 

hearing aid batteries, 

finish 50/50. 

No info provided in Data 

Base, on Yahoo Groups. 

Charlie Beldon—No info provid-

ed in Data Base, on Yahoo 

Groups. 
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Dick Pickering - 6" Nat-

ural Edge "MW" bowl, 

50/50 DEFT & Buffed 

Milton West - 2 Bowls 

Grant Beech - Almaden Olive Bowl - Crack in bottom 

not filled - 50/50 finish and buffed.  Photos on page 5. 

Rich Johnson - Walnut bowl 50/50 finish with 

brass in cracks.  Photos on page 6. 

 

The Miniature Art Show, an exhibit of small artworks benefiting Sunnyvale Community Services is being 

held during the month of March at Sunnyvale Art Gallery.  This is the fundraiser's first year and we are 

excited to feature many different types of art, including woodturning!  Phil Roybal, Howard Cohen, and 

Rich Horton donated beautiful pieces that will be exhibited during this month-long event. 

Admission to the show is free.  Visitors to the gallery will be able to purchase raffle tickets for their favor-

ite artworks.  At the end of the show, there will be a drawing for each artwork.  100% of the proceeds from 

the sale of raffle tickets will go to Sunnyvale Community Services, a nonprofit whose mission is to pre-

vent homelessness and hunger for low-income families and seniors facing temporary crises. 

Here are the details for those who would like to see the show: 

March 1st - March 30th, 9am - 7pm daily (except Sundays) 

Sunnyvale Art Gallery (same location as Kimm's Flower Basket) 

251 W. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA  94087 

Receptions: March 3rd 5-8pm; March 10, 17, 24 2-5pm 

         www.sunnyvaleartgallery.com/miniartshow 

Phil Roybal 

Rich Horton Howard Cohen 
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Have you changed email addresses? Have you moved? 

Have you changed phone numbers? We are trying to up-

date our roster and found many things have changed over 

the year. If you have changed, let Howard know so that he 

can update the roster.  

 

Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 

(SVW patch not included).  Contact John 

Whittier for details. 

jwhit10506@aol.com, (408) 379-3722 

 

Jet 14” Bandsaw with riser. Recently 

upgraded the blade guide to the bearing 

type. It's on casters, comes with 

a light and includes two new 1/2" 3 tpi 

blades for it.  $400. Contact Rich Hor-

ton— rich@rustikwoodkraft.com. 

 

 

 

 

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, 

numbered with center holes— Select a 

disk size appropriate to the size blank you 

want to bandsaw from a log, and secure it 

to the log through the center hole to the 

log with a wood screw, and cut outside 

the disk with the saw for an optimally 

sized and shaped turning blank.   These 

sets of 1/4” thick MDF disks increment 

by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 

depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), 

$14, or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John 

Whittier for details. 

jwhit10506@aol.com, (408) 379-3722 

 
Delta 12” x 42” Lathe, variable speed 

with accessories. Price: $250.  Paul 

Kmetko, 831-809-7442 

 

Oneway 3 1/2 ", 5 1/2" and 8" Vacuum 

Chucks (Barely used).  Price $250.  Paul 

Kmetko, 831-809-7442 

 

 

Air Duct Fittings, a bunch of black air 

duct fittings (mostly 4"). Contact Lonnie 

for details. 

ShopSmith equipment.  I have a complete 

ShopSmith system if anyone wants to buy 

some or all of it for an extremely low 

price or trade for other things.  Lonnie 

Lonnie@woodsynthesis.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place an add for those pesky tools you 

don’t use anymore, just laying around the 

shop taking up space.   

E-mail MikeLan@aol.com 

 

 

Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for 

 Home & Garden information                          

Sawdust Session information 

Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com


February Meeting 2/1/2012 Minutes, by Howard Cohen 

 

There were no business Decisions, Action Items or Carry-Over items  at this meeting 

 

General Information 

 

Three new members were introduced: 

Dennis Lillis 

Jack Friedman 

Doug Ryan 

Howard read off the 2011 Iron Men (and women) winners (or is that survivors) and a group picture was taken.  Badges were handed 

out during the break.  Howard also asked for people to take a look at a roster print out and make corrections as needed.   

Bob announced  

The Jimmy Clewes demonstration on March 9; the signup database is available.   

He also announced the Graham Priddle demonstration in May and it is a joint venture with West Bay.  The signup sheet is 

not yet available. 

May Top night is going to be an invitational even (i.e. other clubs) and Bob is asking for member advice on how to run/

manage this event. 

Bob also informed the membership concerning challenges in getting our material (brochure) printed at an affordable cost 

and asked the membership to let him know if they had any recommendations.  Colin provided one reference.  However, 

as of the time of writing these minutes, it appears that a solution has been found. 

John Whittier, Ways and Means, had a number of announcements including those related to his role with the AAW Symposium in 

June. 

He is selling both amber and black shellac tonight 

This web site shows/explains how to make a 1 pound cut with what John sells. 

Regarding wood supply, John is “easing back”.  What this means is that his storage racks are full so he won’t be organizing 

any wood gathering activities or storing any more (unless it is really special wood).  But he will alert, via email, mem-

bership to wood gathering opportunities. 

There is a penalty wood and sales event on Saturday, 2/4; all pieces for $1 each, proceeds go 100% to the club.  Coffee, but 

no donuts.  It is a healthy sale. 

He has lots of olive, walnut, ash, etc 

AAW Symposium in June (John and Mike) 

John is the youth coordinator and will be supervising 25 lathes Thursday through Sunday.  Volunteers are needed.  John 

emphasized that it is possible to volunteer and still most if not all of the symposium program. 

There will be a “spouse” room which needs volunteers. 

The pre-registration desk will need volunteers. 

John described the “empty bowls” program 

If you are able and willing, see John or Mike regarding volunteer opportunities. 

Also see Dean Adkins article in the prior Newsletter. 

Rich Johnson signed up for the Symposium tool crib along with the other local clubs.  The purpose of the crib is to ensure 

that the demonstrators are provided with required equipment.  E.g. someone has already asked for an air compressor.  

Watch for lists of needed equipment; if you do lend equipment, make sure your identification is clearly indicated.  If 

lost, Mike said that AAW will cover the cost. 

Ard announced that any dues not paid after tonight’s meeting are considered delinquent.  If not paid by March 31, the member will 

be dropped from the roster and removed from club communications. 

The Los Banos Lowes is closing and hence there is a big sale this coming Friday and Saturday. 

Rich Johnson has set up a new/revised web site – same URL.  Please go take a look, browse and give Rich feedback.  Rich is asking 

for member galleries which simply requires that you copy and paste 8 or fewer pictures (perhaps from past newsletters) into a 

Word document and email to Rich. 

Tonight’s President challenge is something with cracks or bark but not a natural edge piece. 

Don’t forget that each member is to contribute one piece to the Eagle Lodge for their gracious donation of the meeting space. 

The program tonight was a presentation on the San Jose Tech shop.  Lots of amazing equipment and lots of questions were asked. 

 

The official meeting minutes are available to members on the Yahoo Groups site: 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/ 
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http://f1.grp.yahoofs.com/v1/kPszT5UA1kZeR29gUX1rTIdP4NITnut1wCTBXJKZR5UyhtmYIl05dUZludtUu91_aHiv5UQy2708GeaewM2GLs4MFwASQ8yISsCcw3b2Rrl9H_wG/Minutes/shellac.net
http://techshop.ws/ts_sanjose.html
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Minutes/
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OK, maybe repair is stretching it a bit, and refurbish may be 

more technically accurate, but refurbish doesn’t make as grab-

bing a title.   

 

I’ve become attached to my cheap ($25) Casio Wave Captor 

watch.  There is something neat about a cheap watch that at-

tempts a nightly synchronization with the NIST Atomic Clock 

broadcast from Boulder Colorado.  Unfortunately, as may be 

expected of a cheap watch, they do not age gracefully, and even-

tually demand to be replaced.  By the time the watchband literal-

ly fell apart, the face of the watch was severely scratched, not to 

mention the accumulation of blobs of CA glue.  Disclaimer:  Of 

course the CA glue must have 

flown over my shoulder to 

where the watch was placed, 

because I would not be turning 

while wearing any jewelry or 

watch. 

 

As an easy birthday gift, I let 

it be known that I needed a 

new watch.  While ordering a 

replacement, my wife, Jeanne 

also located and ordered a 

replacement watch band for 

$11.  If I could clean up the 

face of the old watch, I could have a watch to beat up, and one 

that looks as good as a cheap watch can. 

 

A few months earlier I replaced one headlight housing with bro-

ken mounts on Jeanne’s car with one from a junk yard.  The junk 

yard housing was structurally good, but the lens was considera-

bly yellowed.  The auto parts store recommended a headlight 

polishing kit by 3M to clean up the lens.  Since the housing was 

not on the car yet, it seemed an obvious strategy to use the lathe 

to hold the polishing disk instead of a drill.  It worked just fine, 

and was very similar to the sanding routine we regularly go 

through to get a good finish on our turnings.  You go through 

500, 800 and 1000 grit sand paper, then 2000 wet  

 

pad, followed by rubbing compound.  It 

worked great on the headlight, so I decided to 

try it on my watch face. 

 

Of course, to get to a polished surface, you 

need to make it look worse first, kind of like 

needing to break eggs to make an omelet.  

The coarsest grit frosts the entire surface of 

the watch face.  Sanding with the successive 

grits just reduces the scratches to a finer and finer pattern, and it 

gradually becomes more transparent.  Finally the polishing com-

pound really made the watch face clear.   

 

Note, that this watch is water resistant to 5 bar (or 120 feet of sea 

water).  The last two steps of the process are wet.  Also, the face 

is a plastic, not a mineral crystal.  Your mileage may vary. 

 

After finishing the watch, I tackled my face shield, which really 

had a lot of CA splattered on it.  The results were pretty good, 

but required additional buffing with EEE and White diamond to 

approach optical clarity.  The face shield is not quite as good as a 

new one, but infinitely better than it was, and good enough I’m 

not heading out to replace it. 

The Wood Lathe, as a Watch Repair Tool 
By Mike Lanahan 
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Message from Dale Larson 
 

Planning 2012 and Beyond 
 

The American Association of 

Woodturners finished 2011 with 

more than 14,500 members and 

over 350 chapters in the United 

States and around the world. We 

are looking forward to continued 

growth of our organization and 

another successful year in 2012. 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port. 

 

The AAW board just returned from 

our winter meeting in San Jose, 

where this year's symposium will 

be held in June. We met with enthusiastic AAW members from 

five local chapters who will assist in coordinating the planning 

for the symposium. Dean Adkins and his crew have been work-

ing since last summer doing all the pre-planning and organiza-

tion it takes to make the symposium a success. 

 

We have a great lineup of demonstrators and programs planned. 

You can follow information on the symposium as it is posted at 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2012. Come to San Jose 

June 7-10 for a great time and rub shoulders with some of the 

best woodturners in the United States and around the world. 

 

The board has selected Tampa, Florida, for the 2013 symposium. 

The dates will be June 27-30, 2013. So mark those dates on your 

calendar. 

 

Woodturning Fundamentals Program 

  
Linda Ferber, AAW program director, and Kurt Hertzog, chair 

of our Chapters and Membership Committee, have announced a 

new AAW program for woodturners. The goal of this new online 

program is to provide basic woodturning fundamentals to our 

members and to serve as a resource for all turners. Centralized 

information will be found on the Woodturning Fundamentals 

page of our website. In addition to the information on the web-

site, an e-newsletter with turning tips and skill building ideas 

will be sent out to members in the months the journal is not pub-

lished. Check out the page at http://www.woodturner.org/

community/fundamentals and sign up to receive the e-newsletter. 

  

The AAW recently completed the paperwork to bring our 501(c)

(3) non-profit status with the IRS up to date. We have sent a 

letter out to our members explaining the process, and thank those 

who participated in the vote.     

  

AAW has a lot of great things planned for 2012, and we wish 

you the best for the coming year. 

Dale Larson 
AAW Board President 

   

Photos of TechShop Equipment 

                Water jet. 

 

              Shop Bot 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7bkx8zdab&et=1109131392694&s=11812&e=0013OT7uDZCTZvxpxkhH3EziRpmZukMPvmYpU4F8WZHBb63GvX_dg5ugcCtNuY3Ai3WO-IQbi7YvUEnCXe8WC0H6qecDtYU8-EWk5FKuRKUuw6SbGlz4AnPSlpykXvc9iFVHjOokO0yL9g=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7bkx8zdab&et=1109131392694&s=11812&e=0013OT7uDZCTZsDMQbqVi7uEzcbHjNuxXljv_acu22WETYoLNnMTF61ngSTr_MaZx8K1dWhLBwMyniW6RciCPbgmKGrJOb8THXuo0CZYRfDJMvUsUGRs7NtL_VO71hBP_2WdWElY-t00tljapBI1oWy9w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7bkx8zdab&et=1109131392694&s=11812&e=0013OT7uDZCTZsDMQbqVi7uEzcbHjNuxXljv_acu22WETYoLNnMTF61ngSTr_MaZx8K1dWhLBwMyniW6RciCPbgmKGrJOb8THXuo0CZYRfDJMvUsUGRs7NtL_VO71hBP_2WdWElY-t00tljapBI1oWy9w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=7bkx8zdab&et=1109131392694&s=11812&e=0013OT7uDZCTZsprKWxfW8NF5O140cKGLKeypitXsnOLwh56_XToV6wByJqHrKk_02_oFwJb0YaQ8j0hxgdUMgkBqpeDZOwumZv_xgohtFioJ2gJJymh865e-hqd1M13J5fVwNKFu5j55o=


 

by Mike Lanahan 

 

As Dean Adkin’s article in the January 2012 Chips & Chatter noted, local members can sign-up as Demonstrator Room Assistants 

for the Symposium in June.  It’s still not too late to volunteer, just send an e-mail to John Ellis (nmwtwebman@aol.com) who is the 

National Volunteer Coordinator, with a cc to Bill Mellberg (jbmellberg@comcast.net) who is the local chair for the Demonstrator 

Assistance Committee.  The volunteer will need to state which demonstrator(s) they want to assist (in order of preference) and how 

many demonstrations for which they are willing to volunteer.  They also need to provide contact information: name, e-mail address, 

home address, home phone number, cell phone number and AAW membership number.  

 

SVW has several other members chairing committees, and I’d like to provide more information on these committees, as they will be 

soliciting volunteers over the next few months.   

 

Equipment Committee:  Rich Johnson is co-chairing this committee with Jim Abreu of the Bay Area Woodturners and John Ross of 

the West Bay Area Woodturners.  This committee arranges for and manages all the equipment and supplies needed for the demon-

strations.  Lathes for the demonstration rooms are loaned by the major lathe manufacturers, which are sold afterwards.  The AAW 

and the demonstrators provide some of the equipment needed, but everything else that’s needed is borrowed from AAW members.  

As the symposium draws closer Rich may be asking for equipment to be loaned, so please consider filling his requests.  Anything 

loaned is guaranteed to be returned or replaced.  Rich will also be looking for volunteers to work on Thursday (set-up day) to bring 

all the equipment and supplies into the convention center (except the lathes!) and set up the tool room.  During the symposium the 

tool room is staffed to move things to and from the demonstration rooms, and to pack-up and move out after the symposium ends.  In 

all this committee needs 16 volunteers from the 3 clubs. 

 

Instant Gallery Wall:  David Feind heads up this committee which is working with AAW to design requirements, and then to con-

struct a 24 foot long free-standing wall, on which work may be hung and displayed.   

 

Instant Gallery, Return to Community:  Jim Gott is chairing this committee which supports the “Empty Bowls” Return to Commu-

nity Instant Gallery, will set of the Instant Gallery, accept donated bowls and other work, sell raffle tickets.  The Empty Bowls pro-

ceeds will go to 2nd Harvest.  Jim will need 6-8 volunteers. 

 

International Demonstrator Greeting Committee:  Norm Robinson chairs this committee which is responsible for picking up the 

international demonstrators at the airport and driving them to their convention center hotel; then taking them back to the airport after 

the symposium.  Norm will need 6 to 10 volunteers from the 3 Bay Area clubs. 

 

Packet Stuffing Committee:  Mike Lanahan is chairing this committee, which put together the registration packets on Tuesday after-

noon prior to the Symposium.  Mike will be looking for 10 volunteers to work for about 3 hours assembling the packets, freeing up 

the volunteers to enjoy the symposium. 

 

Wood and Materials Committee:  John Whittier co-chairs this committee with Bob Nolan of the Bay Area Woodturners, and Laura 

Uden of the West Bay Area Woodturners.  This committee provides and prepares turning stock for the International Demonstrators 

and for the Youth Turning Room.  They may ask for help in locating and cutting wood, or for specific turning stock that they can’t 

locate.  Please consider helping them if they ask for assistance. 

 

Youth Training Aids:  John Whittier is co-chairing this committee with Corwin Jones of the Bay Area Woodturners.  This commit-

tee is responsible for providing training aids (assistants) in the Youth Turning Room, where 25 mini-lathes are set up to teach kids to 

turn over a total of 9 rotations.  If you like working with kids this is a great opportunity, and there’s no preparation work on your 

part.  But, this is one of the bigger committees needing to fill 120 slots!  Members from across the US volunteer, but we will need 

many local volunteers and BAWA may need to fill gaps during the symposium.  This is usually a very rewarding experience, partic-

ularly for the kids as they can win a mini-lathe complete with tools, a chuck and a face shield.   

 

Youth Equipment:  John Whittier is also chairing the committee which will receive and store the Youth turning room equipment: 

mini-lathes, equipment and tools before the symposium; assemble and transport it to the symposium; and disassemble and re-pack it 

for the kids to take home immediately after the symposium.  He will need about 6 volunteers to help with this activity.  

 

If you’re interested in helping on any of these committees simply talk to the chair or myself.  The other Bay Area clubs are chairing 

different committees, as is the AAW staff, so many other opportunities to help will be available.  We will talk about this more as the 

symposium draws closer.  Thanks to the members that are chairing committees, and to the membership in advance for volunteering 

to help.  It’s going to be a great experience having the AAW Symposium in our back yard! 
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Join Silicon Valley Woodturners  
Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie? Become a member of Silicon 

Valley Woodturners.   We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details. Drop in at any meeting and 

check things out. To join, contact Ard Sealy (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with check 

to Grant.   Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Jimmy Clews will be demonstrating for 

Silicon Valley Woodturners on March 9, 

2012 (a Friday). This will be an all day demonstration, 9:00 

A.M till 4:00 P.M., with a short lunch break. The event will 

be at Rich Johnson's shop, located at 14979 Joanne Ave. San 

Jose, CA 95127 

Whether you have seen Jimmy before, or not, you are sure to 

enjoy a full day of creative lathe work and an appreciation of 

superb tool control. Jimmy's creative spirit, wit and British 

charm make his demonstrations a memorable event.  

Jimmy has appeared twice in the past five years in the bay 

area, but he promises us all new material for this demonstration.   Visit his website at: http://jimmyclewes.com/ to learn more about 

Jimmy.    Bob posted a sign-up sheet in Yahoo Groups. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
Grant Beech, 1273 Carrie Lee Way, San Jose, CA 95118 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  
April - June 

  3
rd

 Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

Graeme Priddle will visit Sat. May 5, at Rich Johnson’s 

Workshop; and we will have a joint program with West Bay 

Woodturners.  Graeme has 20 years experience in the wood-

working field, best known for his sculptural turnings/carvings reflecting his life and environments in 

Northland, New Zealand. He has won numerous awards for his work, which has been exhibited widely in 

New Zealand, UK, Japan, Taiwan, France, Germany, U.S.A and Canada.  He is very active in the wood 

turning world and commits his time and talent to many creative endeavours. He has served on the commit-

tee of the New Zealand National Association of Woodturners for five years as well as being instrumental 

in establishing the New Zealand ‘CollaboratioNZ’ Conferences in 1998. 

Graeme has demonstrated and taught for numerous woodworking and woodturning groups and at many 

woodworking events throughout the world. 

Graeme was born in Lower Hutt, New Zealand in 1960. He moved to Northland in 1986 while working 

for Telecom as a radio technician. He took voluntary severance in 1989 after twelve years service and 

started woodturning in 1990.  Graeme now lives and works on a 100 acre bush block 30km North-East of 

Whangarei.   http://graemepriddle.com/ 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://jimmyclewes.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=126
http://graemepriddle.com/


2012 Silicon Valley Woodturners Staff, Volunteers, Contacts 
 
President Ard Sealy  (916) 871-4626 asealy@pacbell.net  
 
V.P./Program Chair Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
  
Treasurer Grant Beech  (408) 314-1040 grantbeech@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary Howard Cohen  (408) 378-9456 howard687@gmail.com 
(substitute) Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514  colin@jkvnl.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
Sunshine Chair Becky Frisbee (408) 978-6219 beckyfrisbee2@gmail.com 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Management Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 Gary Keogh  408 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Apparel  Currently Open  
 
Ways & Means John Whittier (408) 379-3722 jwhit10506@aol.com 
 
Librarian Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789 phil@philroybal.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep Committee Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  Currently Open  
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SVW needs 

YOU  
It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best. If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in small-

er ways to manage some of 

the club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond. There are 

always things that need 

doing here. In particular, 

we need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present at 

meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for Chips & Chat-

ter  

Please volunteer to Ard 

Sealy and help make our 

activities happen. 

Sharing Knowledge  
MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need 

be.  Deadline is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: you may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please 

credit Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web 

site: www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something 

new, or master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but 

segmenting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills and Shaving or Makeup Brushes 

  

mailto:asealy@pacbell.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:grantbeech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:howard687@yahoo.com
mailto:colin@jkvnl.com
mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwhit10506@aol.com
mailto:phil@philroybal.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 Entries must not have been shown before.  

 If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to the following meeting.  

 If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also show the current month’s Challenge piece.  

 Entries must be submitted online (Yahoo Groups, Database) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting to be eli-
gible. If you are unable to register, have a fellow member register for you. You have up to two (2) days after the 
meeting to modify or add to the descriptions in the database. What you say is what you get. 

 The president may approve make-ups for extraordinary absence for hardships such as long term illness, or absence 
due to employment, provided all make-ups are made at the first meeting upon the member’s return.  Vacation is not 
accepted as a reason for more than one missed month.  

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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2011 Topic By 

January Challenge - Laminated   

January 
Check it Out: Taming of the Skew, “The Skew Chisel - The Dark Side and the Sweet 
Side” (#121) Alan Lacer Phil Roybal 

January Program - Phil Roybal: Rose Engine, Ornamental Turning Phil Roybal 

February Challenge - Stemmed   

February Check it Out: Secrets to Woodturning, Airbrushing, Texturing, & Piercing, by Brian McEvoy Phil Roybal 

February Geo-tag map of SVW member locations in the Bay Area Mike Lanahan 

February Program - Jim Rodgers, Form and Design Jim Rodgers 

February Tips & Tricks: How to make your gouges and skews safe to travel, by Dean Adkins Dean Adkins 

March Challenge - Made from 4” x 4”   

March Check it Out: The Mobile Library Phil Roybal 

March Chris Pytlik demo photos Jim Gott 

March Photo of last club meeting at Rich Johnson's Workshop Jim Gott 

March Program - David Feind Skew Demo  David Feind 

March Tips & Tricks: Knock it Off, by Mike Lanahan Mike Lanahan 

April Challenge - Egg   

April Check it Out: “A Course in Spindle Turning”, Ray Jones, #123 Phil Roybal 

April Forgotten Woods LLC, by Bob Gerenser Bob Gerenser 

April Program - Norm Robinson Shares his Pepper Mills  Norm Robinson 

April Rich Johnson Recognized, Lifetime Member   

May Challenge - Hollow form   

May Check it Out: “Sculpting Wood Beyond the Lathe”, Trent Bosch, #131 Phil Roybal 

May Home & Garden Rich Johnson 

May Member Gallery Pages (Quiz Answer) Mike Lanahan 

May Program - Annual Top Night    

May When is Bad Epoxy not Bad? by Dean Adkins Dean Adkins 

June Challenge - Non-Footed   

June Check it Out: “Salt and Pepper Mills”, Alan Holthan, #58 Phil Roybal 

June David Springett Demo   

June Program - Dave Lambert Demo  Dave Lambert 

June Tips & Tricks: On The Perils of Personal Protective Equipment   

July AAW Turning 25, a celebration   

July Challenge - Patriotic   

July Check it Out: Coming to an SVW Web Site near you—a peek at one of the new Web Site Phil Roybal 

July H&G Report Rich Johnson 

July Program - Titebond Glue Demo by Jeff Swisher Jeff Swisher 
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2011 Topic By 

August AAW Suggested Safety Rules   

August Challenge - With Handle   

August Check it Out: “The Art of Hosaluk in Woodturning,” #175 Phil Roybal 

August Program - Mike Lanahan - Demos using CA glue for a finish  Mike Lanahan 

August Safety, by Mike Lanahan Mike Lanahan 

August SVW Picnic Photos Jim Gott 

August Tips & Tricks: "Enlightenment" - Magnetic base for Ikea LED work light, by Mike Lanahan Mike Lanahan 

September AAW National Convention - San Jose 2012   

September Challenge - Color It   

September Check it Out: “Hollowing Endgrain” with Richard Raffan, #78 Phil Roybal 

September Home & Garden News Rich Johnson 

September Program - Parting Tool Use (Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow?) by Becky Frisbee Becky Frisbee 

October Challenge - Winged   

October Check it Out: “Woodturning Christmas Ornaments with Dick Sing”—vol. 5, #177 Phil Roybal 

October Home & Garden Schedule for 2012 Rich Johnson 

October J. Paul Fennell Demo photos Jim Gott 

October Program - Stihl Chainsaw Demo, by Michael Domingos 
Michael Domin-
gos 

October Shop Tour photos Jim Gott 

October To Mat or not to Mat: That is the Question, by Colin Mackenzie Colin Mackenzie 

November AAW News   

November Challenge - "Lidded"   

November Check it Out: Woodturning with Rex and Kip Vol. 6 #178, “Turning a Bell Box Ornament” Phil Roybal 

November Home & Garden Schedule for 2012 Rich Johnson 

November Oops! - Broken cast iron Toolrest, by Ard Sealy Ard Sealy 

November Program - Natural Edge Goblet, by Jim Gott Jim Gott 

November Tips & Tricks: Bandsaw Drive Pulley De-glop, by Mike Lanahan Mike Lanahan 

November Violin Maker's Wood Mike Lanahan 

November What is a Burl? By Gary Keogh Gary Keogh 

December AAW News   

December Home & Garden Business Meeting   

December New Year, New Club, New Venue, New Meeting Night   

December President's Challenge list for 2012 Ard Sealy 

December Program - Holiday Party & Gift Exchange   

December Shavings & Sawdust, by Rich Johnson Rich Johnson 
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