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COMING UP! 
Next Meeting 1/8 

Ellsworth March 2014 

Ray Key May 2014? 

Utah Symp. May 15-17 

AAW Symp. June 13-15 

Ray Key 
Coming 
in May?
Dean Adkins is 
trying to coordi-
nate a Bay Area 
visit by Ray 
Key.  As it turns out Ray’s demon-
strating at the Utah Woodturning 
Symposium next May so we have a 
chance to schedule him before-
hand.  Ray would start the trip 
somewhere in Northern California 
the weekend of May 3rd and 4th,  
and depart May 12th.  We would 
need to get 6 clubs confirmed to 

reserve 2 weekends, which hope-
fully shouldn’t be too difficult.  For 
those of you that have not seen Ray 
demonstrate, well, the knowledge 
and experience just flows out in a 
style that puts everyone at ease.  
Ray has turned professionally since 
1973, and he’s truly in that rarefied 
league with all the great modern-
era turners, but has kept his down 
to earth style that is so pleasing.  
Just Google him and you can find 
sites with his work and reviews and 
accolades.  Some links: 
YouTube 
Wizardry in Wood 
Ray’s Gallery 

More on Ray on page 7 

AAW 2012 Award-Winning Newsletter #2 

SVW Membership 
It is that time of the year for SVW 
Membership renewal.  You can 
send a check for your payment 
made out to SVW and send to John 
Whittier,  961 W. Latimer Ave , 
Campbell, Ca 95008 or bring it to 
the meeting. The amount is $35.00 
for single membership or 45.00 for 
family. 
 
The coming year promises to be a 
special year. So far we hope to 
have 2 shop tours, summer picnic, 
possibly with another club, and 
other social events.  More on that 
at the next meeting. 
 

More on page 3 

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAuhunGPqOU
http://www.wizardryinwood.com/RayKey.php
https://www.google.com/search?q=ray+key+woodturner+gallery&sa=N&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=0limUpK-JNfdoASR3ICoDA&ved=0CFQQsAQ4Cg&biw=1344&bih=690


By Bob Gerenser 
 
Another year almost past and it’s a good 
time to reflect on the trials and triumphs, 
ideas tried and accomplished and grand 
schemes up in smoke.  Let the politicians 
and pundits brag and place blame on how 
the world turned for the last twelve 
months, not much we can do about that.  
My thoughts here are about time spent in 
the shop, at the lathe and with our family 
of turners. 
 
My hours spent in the shop aren’t always the most 
productive use of time, I suppose.  Many days I don’t 
really accomplish anything after spending hours putt-
ering around out there.  On the other hand, while I’m 
in the shop I’m on my feet, not my caboose, and I’m 
generally in motion.  So that’s a good thing. 
 
I think my turning skills have improved over the 
course of the year.  I didn’t turn nearly as much as I 
had thought I would, but completing the twelve Presi-
dent’s challenges forced me to try aspects of turning I 
normally shy away from.  And that was my intent 
when I came up with the list.  Along the way I also 
turned a few more funnel bowls than I wished for, but 
fewer than the year before! 
 
We had some really good club meetings this past year 

and a few that weren’t too exciting, but 
just getting out and being in the compa-
ny of friends make all the meetings 
worthwhile.  The same was true for the 
professional demonstrations and work-
shops I attended, some were better than 
others, but every one was well worth the 
price of admission. 
 
Some of my best turning-related memo-
ries from the past year are drawn from 
“sawdust sessions” at Rich Johnson’s 

shop.  Even though these get-togethers are not club 
events, and are open to all, as I see it, these other-than-
meeting-night Wednesday evening sessions are a valu-
able asset that many members are not taking ad-
vantage of.  There are numerous resources for finding 
answers to turning related questions and we can all 
show off our latest accomplishments at Show and 
Tell, but “sawdust” is the only place I know where 
you can get your work critiqued and receive knowl-
edgeable advice, while in the company of friends.  
 
I hope that each of you make a decision to become 
more active in the club, see at least one professional 
demonstrator and join us at “sawdust sessions” in 
2014. 
 
Bob 
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Join us Wednesday, January 8 (the Second 
Wednesday of  the month, (since the first Wednes-
day is New Year’s Day, this meeting will be one 
week later) at 7:00 P.M., at Rich Johnson's Turn-
ing Center, located behind his home at 14979 Jo-
anne Ave., San Jose.  From Hwy. 680, take the 
McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles to Toyon 
Ave.  Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn right onto Jo-
anne Ave.  Bring your chair. 

 
Bring items for President’s Challenge, and Show & 
Tell.  We learn by sharing. 

President's Challenge for January:  “Mushroom”.  
Please register your entry online (Yahoo Groups, Da-

tabase) no later than 4:00 PM the day of the meeting 
to be eligible. 

 
2014 Programs: 
January - Rich Johnson will demonstrate Turning 
a Bowl, his way.   
 

Dinner before the Meeting:  For those who would 
like to get together for dinner before the meeting, we 
meet at 5:30 PM. at Ana’s Café (Mexican Restaurant) 
in the Toyon Center at McKee Rd and Toyon Ave.  
428 Toyon Ave, San Jose, Phone: (408) 926-6514  

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/database?method=reportRows&tbl=112
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Continued from page 1 
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AAW Membership 
It is that time of the year for AAW Membership renewal.  SVW is a chapter of AAW, although membership 
with the American Association of Woodturners is not mandatory, it is yet another way to learn woodturning 
techniques and expand your concept of what is and can be done with a lathe, and beyond.  The magazine, 
American Woodturner, is worth the membership, plus you have access to all the back issues online as well.  
For more info on AAW membership, go to: www.woodturner.org 
 
From the AAW:  Warmest greetings from a very chilly Minnesota.  This is the time of the year when we en-
courage everyone to renew their membership.  Collectively, membership dues become invaluable to more ful-
ly meet our educational mission.  Your membership contributes in so many ways beyond receiving your six 
issues of American Woodturner - it also touches the lives of others.  The benefits extend from from enhancing 
the quality of our woodturning educational programs, to connecting fellow woodturners and building lasting 
friendships, and preserving our commitment to youth as we educate the woodturners of tomorrow.  I encour-
age you to consider a holiday gift of a membership for someone close to you, perhaps a fellow club member or 
member of your family. 
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Editor’s Notes 
 
Let’s start with a quiz:  The December Newsletter is being released on December 31st because: 

a. It is a Special New Years Eve edition 
b. I just wanted to hold you in suspense. 
c. I prioritized making Christmas gifts, and am still late, so they are more appropriately called Holiday, 

or New Year gifts. 
d. I just want you to appreciate Bob’s newsletter even more when he takes over. 

         *  Answer below. 
 
It is with mixed emotions as I assemble and distribute this, my final newsletter.  It has been a lot of fun trying 
to figure out how to publish a newsletter, and a rewarding experience.  Many thanks are due to all of those that 
have contributed to the newsletter, especially our photographers Jim Gott and Colin Mackenzie.  The articles 
contributed by Colin and DVD critiques and reviews by Phil Roybal as Librarian have also considerably added 
to the substance of the newsletter.  And thanks to the many Tips & Tricks that many of you have provided.  I 
am relieved and happy that Bob Gerenser has offered to take over the reigns of Chips & Chatter.  I am confi-
dent that Bob will continue to provide the quality of newsletter to which you have become accustomed, and 
will undoubtedly improve upon it as well, with your continued support.  And everyone should thank my proof-
readers, Jeanne and Christine, without whom this would read more like &*%##)(!  I am looking forward to 
2014, and figuring out how to serve the club in my new role as president.  I expect this to be another learning 
experience as well. 
 
            *  Answer to quiz: 

90%.c. is correct.  Given c., then 10% a., just for fun.  Then throw in 5% each b. 
and d., and you have the football coaching statistical impossibility of 110%, just 
to be in concert with all the seasonal college bowl games. 

SVW Staff  Openings: 
 
Webmaster:  Rich Johnson is offering to train a replacement Webmaster.  Here is an opportunity to learn 
from a master who has created our new website.   
 
Librarian:  Jim Benson is ready to pass the Library on to someone who will have an easier time bringing the 
DVD’s to the meetings.  This is an excellent chance to have full access to the DVD collection, watch and re-
view various presentations for Chips & Chatter, and to select and add new offerings to our collection.   

http://www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship/?utm_source=Membership+renewal+current+11+6+2013&utm_campaign=renewal&utm_medium=email
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I have been talking with Ray Key for a couple of years, trying to schedule a demonstration trip thru Northern California.  As it turns out Ray’s demon-
strating at the Utah Woodturning Symposium next May so we have a chance to schedule him beforehand.   Ray would start the trip somewhere in 
Northern California the weekend of May 3rd and 4th, and then work his way around Northern California to the SF Bay Area the next weekend (May 10th 
and 11th) and depart for Utah on Monday May 12th.  We would need to get 6 clubs confirmed to reserve 2 weekends, which shouldn’t be too difficult. 
(May 7 is regularly scheduled SVW Meeting) 
Ray’s rate is $600 per day, for either demonstrations or hands on workshops.  If a club can do 3 days (1 day demo and 2 days of workshops) he will drop 
his rate to $500 per day.  He can also do an evening demonstration, which would be 3 hours for $300.  It’s difficult for international turners to estimate 
their travel costs in advance (they don’t know how much work they can arrange) but Ray has agreed to a $200 maximum per club towards travel ex-
penses.  It could be lower depending on the length of his trip and number of clubs that sign on. 
 

For those of you that have not seen Ray demonstrate, well, the knowledge and experience just flows out in a style that puts everyone at ease.  I’ve seen 
him demo several times and I learn new things each and every time.  Ray has turned professionally since 1973, and he’s truly in that rarefied league with 
all the great modern-era turners, but has kept his down to earth style that I find so pleasing.  He’s not a slick marketer, so no website, just Google him 
and you can find sites with his work and reviews and accolades.   
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAuhunGPqOU 
http://www.wizardryinwood.com/RayKey.php 
https://www.google.com/search?q=ray+key+woodturner+gallery&sa=N&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=0limUpK-
JNfdoASR3ICoDA&ved=0CFQQsAQ4Cg&biw=1344&bih=690 

 

I've attached his demo descriptions (Word file) to this e-mail ….. and yes his presentation are now electronic, not 35mm slides  
 

At this point BAWA is confirmed for a demonstration on Saturday May 10th, and is interested in a workshop as well.  We need to confirm interest in the 
next month to reserve the time on his calendar …… is your club interested or not?  Early confirmations are always encouraged and often set the demon-
strators route. 
 

Ray Key’s Bio: 

Ray Key's workshop is in Evesham, on the border of the Cotswolds. He has been turning wood for over 40 years and since 1973 it has been his full time 

occupation. Ray's work has been featured in well over 200 exhibitions worldwide; his work is in many major private collections and in the permanent 

collections of several museums. He has travelled widely, being invited to run teaching workshops and demonstrate at international seminars in USA, 

Canada, Ireland, Norway, New Zealand, Israel, France and Germany. Ray is an Honorary Lifetime Member of the American Association of Woodturn-

ers and Association of Woodturners of Great Britain. He has also contributed to Woodturning magazine, published books and made DVDs. Ray acted 

as Head Judge on the panel of judges at the 2010 Strictly Woodturning. 

Reversible vs. Non-Reversible Finishing  

by Alan Noel 
Professional Wood Finisher  
 

When I first started my shop some thirty plus years ago, I realized in short order the need to 
understand which finishing materials would work together and which would not.  A good 
friend and mentor at the time was very kind in that he freely shared his knowledge with me, 
even though I was his competition.  The following tips should help to clear the air: 
 

1. There are two basic types of finishing systems, reversible and non-reversible. 
2. Reversible finishes are LACQUER and SHELLAC.  OIL-based and WATER-based finishes are non-

reversible. 
3. Lacquer finishes are basically "finger nail polish."  Each successive coat melts into the previous coat 

thereby creating one "homogeneous" coat when dry.  
4. Shellac works exactly the same way as lacquer.  Each coat melts into the previous coat creating a homoge-

neous finish. 
5. All oil based finishes or ANY finish that is thinned with "mineral spirits," are non-reversible.  This means 

that each coat will not melt into the previous coat. 
6. Water based finishes are the same as oil based in that they are non-reversible. 
7. To make all of these finishing systems work together simply sand the finish to be recoated with 320 or 400 

grit sand paper.  This will create fine scratches or "ruts" for the next coat to cling to. 
8. Be sure to sand all areas and remove the sanding dust with a tack cloth before re-coating. 
 
This is a very simplistic explanation but one that will always work without getting into the chemistry of these 
materials. 
 
As always, practice on scraps first. 
 

Visiting Atlanta? Attend one of Alan's upcoming highly informative Highland Woodworking wood finishing 
seminars: January 15, 2014   French Polish Workshop  
 
Highland Woodworking:  highlandwoodworking.com 
 

Alan Noel 
Noel's Woodworx 
Cell 404-317-1041 
Shop 770-936-0667 
a-ross noel.com 
anoelfurniturere@bellsouth.net 

Provided thanks to Ard Sealy.  Reprinted by permission of Alan Noel and Highland Woodworking 

Gary Keogh—Make-up challenge 
from August, pen, not from a kit. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAuhunGPqOU
http://www.wizardryinwood.com/RayKey.php
https://www.google.com/search?q=ray+key+woodturner+gallery&sa=N&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=0limUpK-JNfdoASR3ICoDA&ved=0CFQQsAQ4Cg&biw=1344&bih=690
https://www.google.com/search?q=ray+key+woodturner+gallery&sa=N&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=0limUpK-JNfdoASR3ICoDA&ved=0CFQQsAQ4Cg&biw=1344&bih=690
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/french-polish-workshop-alan-noel-2.aspx
http://highlandwoodworking.com
http://noel.com
mailto:anoelfurniturere@bellsouth.net
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Possible Demonstrations: 
 

The first thing to understand is I am a purist, form is my main consideration, the common theme that runs 
through my work I feel is elegant simplicity.  Occasionally I carve a rim or an edge or add chatter work to a 
box, but that is about as far as it goes.  My design ethos is based on keep it simple stupid, if in doubt leave it 
out, let the wood speak for itself.  Colouring, burning, distressed texturing, piecing etc. play no part in my work 
at this time.  This is not to say I do not appreciate the work of others who do, it is just something I don’t do.  
My specialty areas of expertise are as follows: 

Boxes/containers: 
These are made in a number of styles with a selection of lid fits i.e. over fit spigot, in fit spigot, plug 
‘pop’ in fit. Multi stacking ‘Pagoda’ style, multi stacking sleeved ‘Tower’ style, yin yang stacking.  
Design, proportion, timber selection, craftsmanship, tooling methods, finishing etc. will all be covered. 
Added: In 2006 I started to demo my ‘Oriental’ range.  These break down into Arch/Cone, Arch/Bar/
Cone, Bar, Bar & Finial, Square Top/Cone. 
Only one could be presented due to time required, some take a day of workshop time for gallery quali-
ty.  An overview of all methods and procedures for all designs can be outlined.  Vacuum chucking is 
used for some elements, if not available other methods can be used. 

 
Rim designs for platters/dishes etc: 

About 15 to 20 will be executed, the manipulation of beads and coves will be the central focus of this 
demonstration.  Much more will be covered than just that, design principals, proportions, tooling, sand-
ing, finishes will all be covered.  
 

Bowls: 
Delicate ‘one offs’ for visual pleasure, a whole range of shapes can be explored here from non footed, 
footed, round bottomed etc.  Most are made on glue blocks which is very much my preferred method.  
Tooling is mostly with gouges, shear cutting and bevel supported; scraping is used only on the insides 
and limited to 2 to 5%. 
Functional Salad: from log buying to conversion, through to roughing and drying through to the fin-
ished bowl.  Most of this will have to be by discourse due to the practicalities.  Treatments of Burr 
(Burl) from natural top, natural edge, natural rim and natural undersides.  Depends on provision of ma-
terial of what can be undertaken, but an illustrated discourse is possible. 
 

Vessels End Grain:     
Open vessels are mostly shaped by gouge inside and out.  Hooks and rings are sometimes used, scrap-
ing is minimal and on the inside only. 
 
Enclosed vessels are again mostly gouge shaped, usually some 80% plus of the interior is hollowed 
with a gouge, it depends on the shape and hole size.  Scrapers are used to finish things off. 
Few makers of enclosed vessels use the gouge as much as I do, so this presentation is a bit more unu-
sual  
 

Other areas: 
 Chucking, from jam to vacuum and lots more in between.  
 Best manufactured chucks, scroll, key, leaver etc. 
 Bowl saving McNaughton System. 
 Finishing: types of finish, suitability, oil, wax, lacquer etc. 
 Sanding: Power, Velcro, hand, abrasives etc. 
 Sharpening: Grinding wheels, hand grinding, jig grinding etc. 
 Turning tools: Best not so good, steel qualities forged, cast, cutting edge holding, etc. 
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Alia Wilson of the Sunnyvale Sun wrote a nice article for the newspaper on Silicon Valley Woodturners.  John 
Whittier and Mike Lanahan were interviewed for the piece, as well as Peter Pipe (Sunnyvale Resident) from 
West Bay.  On the whole it was a very nice write-up.  Not all the quotes were exact, and West Bay Woodturn-
ers didn’t get mentioned, but the general gist came across.  It was published in the December 13 Sunnyvale 
Sun and Cupertino Courier.  To read the article, go to:  http://www.ifoldsflip.com/i/227616 

http://www.ifoldsflip.com/i/227616
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Drill Chuck Removal 
By Gary Keogh 

The used  3” travel drill press with a 5/8’ chuck  I pur-
chased some time ago had a chuck that did not hold 
the bits straight. Because of that I needed to replace 
the chuck.  You probably saw my posts on our SVW 
Groups website.  Well I got a lot of good suggestions 
and help.  I took all of the suggestions into account, 
did a BUNCH of internet research and came up with a 
plan. 
 My drill does not have a Morse Taper arbor 
but has a spindle with a Jacobs Taper at the end.  The 
solution I ended up with was to remove my quill, that 
holds the spindle and chuck, from the press.  I then 
turned it upside down in my vice, being careful not to 
score the quill, opened the jaws of the chuck and put 
some penetrating oil in the bottom.  I left it for 12 or 
14 hours, removed it from the vice and poured out the 
small amount of oil.  I then put the spindle in a U 
shaped slot I had cut into a heavy I beam I have .  The 
chuck was now resting against the heavy I beam with 

the spindle and 
quill pointing 
down.  I put a 
bucket, with an old 
towel in it, below 
to catch the quill 
and spindle if I 
were to be success-
ful.  I put a heavy 
punch down into 

the chuck against the center of the spindle, smacked it 
2 or 3 times with a 2 lb hammer and the spindle 
dropped into the 
bucket! 
 I installed a 

new 5/8” chuck with a 

1/32” to 5/8” capacity 

and all is well with 

the world.  May the 

force be with you. 

 

Heartwood 
Concepts 
Dust Collec-
tor.  This is 
the dust col-
lector system 
Bob Bley 
showed in No-
vember, and is 
available from Rich Johnson.  $160  
Rich@latheart.com 
 
Lathe 
Brand new 
Delta Midi 46
-460 still in 
box with all 
accessories/
paperwork.  
List on Amazon/Web $699.  Ask-
ing $625 obo. Will deliver in the 
peninsula.  Contact Arin Chang: 
650-302-8255,  
arinchang@burnwater.com 
 

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk 
Sets, numbered, with center 
holes— Select a disk size appropri-
ate to the size blank you want to 
bandsaw from a log, and secure it 
to the log through the center hole to 
the log with a wood screw, and cut 
outside  

the disk with 
the saw for 
an optimally 
sized and 
shaped turn-
ing blank.   
These sets of 

1/4” thick MDF disks increment by 
1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 20”, 
depending on the set.  4”-12” set 
(shown), $14, or the 4”-20” set, 
$20.  Contact John Whittier for de-
tails. (408) 379-3722, 
 turninghands@yahoo.com 
 
Turning Smocks,  SVW colors.  
$30 (SVW patch not included).  

Contact John Whittier for details. 
(408) 379-3722,  
turninghands@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Place an add for those pesky tools 
you don’t use anymore, just laying 
around the shop taking up space.   
E-mail bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

Got a slick Tip or Trick 
you’d like to share?  Have a 
problem for which you need 
advice?   
 
Submit or request a Tip or 
Trick to this section to 
bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.burnwater.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
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Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Silicon 
Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 
check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 
check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  
Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Current Member of AAW?   Yes ___   No ___  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership* Renewal 2nd Quarter  
April - June 

  3rd Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4th Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 

 

SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE ACROSS THE USA 

Date Symposium Contact Info 

May 15-17, 2014 Utah Woodturning Symposium, Utah Valley 
University campus in the UCCU Events 
Center 

www.utahwoodturning.com 

June 13-15 AAW Symposium, Phoenix AZ  

http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  
Sawdust Session information.   
Here are the details on Shavings: 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 
Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 
1492 Soquel Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
831-425-1492 
www.mackenziechocolates.
com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  
 
Rich Johnson's  
Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now.  
(408) 254-8485.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/


 
2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 
 
President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 
 
V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denlillis@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 
 
Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 
 
Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 
 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 
 
Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 
 
Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 
 
Librarian Jim Benson (831) 475-5615 jimlbenson@yahoo.com 
 
Webmaster Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 Rich@latheart.com 
 
Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 
 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 
 
Audio/Video Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcg;pbal.net 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 
to make our club function at 
its best.  If your name’s not 
in the column at right, we 
still need your help in other 
ways to manage some of the 
club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 
WANTED ad, and we need 
you to respond.  There are 
always things that need 
doing.  In particular, we 
need:  
• Volunteers for shop tours  
• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  
• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  
• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 
Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 
Gerenser to volunteer and 
help make our activities 
happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  
 
OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 
www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 
must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  
 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 
master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  
Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-
menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:Rich@latheart.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:rams1942@sbcg;pbal.net
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2014 SVW President’s Challenge List 
 

 
 
*Ironmen from 2013 must Teach, and the student cannot be another Ironman. 

Month Challenge Description 

January Mushroom Mushrooms are relatively easy to turn, and don’t even have 
to have a nice finish, so there is no excuse not to partici-
pate. 

February Alternate Chucking Safely use a form of chucking your work, which you have 
not used in 3 months, other than a scroll chuck or between 
centers for at least part of the turning.  This could be a vac-
uum chuck, jam chuck, face plate, or a homemade custom-
made chuck.  Show your chuck with the finished piece.  
Most creative solution gets an extra raffle ticket. 

March Square Bowl Leave square edges on a turned bowl. 

April Sphere Turn a sphere, no flat spots, and not egg shaped.  It should 
look round from every angle. 

May Collaborate/Teach* Collaborate with another artist on a turning, or Teach a 
turning skill technique, or project.  Note 2013 Ironmen 
must Teach, and not to another Ironman.  Students get Iron-
man credit, too, if they show their work. 

June Not Wood Turn a material other than solid wood.  This can be stone, 
nuts, pods, acrylic, plywood, Corian, casting resin, epoxy, 
vegetables, … 

July Inlay Inlay a material into a turning.  Sawdust crack repairs don’t 
count, but coffee grounds, brass, and stone are good exam-
ples. 

August Complimentary 
Pieces 

Two, or more, turnings which complement each other.  
Think Yin Yang, not identical. 

September Helix, Spiral, or 
Threaded 

Incorporate a helix, spiral or threads into your turning. 

October Different Model 
Lathe 

Here is your opportunity to see how another lathe works, 
and share time with a fellow turner. 

November Lidded Box Turn a lidded box. 

December For the Shop Make something for the shop.  If it helps you as a 
woodturner, it doesn’t even have to be a turned item. 

Picnic Flying Disk The Flying Disk that flies the farthest gets the $100. 
After further thought, these must be tossed or thrown by 
hand, with no mechanical aids.  No skeet/clay pigeon 
throwers/launchers, catapults or trebuchets. 
 



 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 
by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 
 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 
who successfully 
complete all 12 
President’s Chal-
lenge projects for 
the year.  Those 
who meet the chal-
lenge are awarded 
coveted and distinc-
tive IRONMAN 
name badges.  A 
blue bar in the ac-
companying chart 
means that person 
has completed the 
project for the 
month indicated.  
You needn’t be a 
great turner, you 
just need to partici-
pate.  Make some-
thing in our Chal-
lenge theme and 
bring it to the next 
meeting. 

Editor’s Note 
If I’ve somehow 
overlooked your 
President’s Chal-
lenge entry, send 
me an e-mail at 
MikeLan@aol.com 
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For a more detailed description of the  2013 President’s Challenges, go to: 
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/

