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because they learned sharpening before the 
advent of jigs and many newer turners have 
only used jigs.  A common misconception is 
that turning tools come ready to use.  New 
tools generally do not come sharpened.  A 
grinder is needed to form the profile or 
shape of the bevel and cutting edge before 
sharpening can be done accurately.
Slow speed (1750rpm) grinders are prefered 
and Rich mentioned that the Woodcraft 
grinder at $95 is about the best price/value 
he has found.  Cheaper to buy that then to 

Continued on page 5

      Rich Johnson gave a demonstration 
on sharpening turning tools. He was 
careful to explain that this is just “his” 
strategy and techniques for sharpening 
based on 25 years turning experience.
For his turning classes he has a new book 
that contains sharpening information.  
Bowl gouge flutes are basically ‘U’ 
shaped and spindle gouge flutes are ‘C’ 
shaped.  Rich brought out that many 
turning videos such as ones by John 
Jordan and Dale Stubbs videos don’t 
really talk or demonstrate use of jigs  
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COMING UP!
Monthly Meeting: 
May 2nd  Top night

Monthly Meeting:
June 6th

Rich Johnson gives us his 
angle on sharpening.
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Join us Wednesday, May 2nd, at 7 
P.M., Top night, the highlight of the year, will 
be at Rich Johnson's Woodturning Center in 
San Jose.

Rich's Center is located behind his home at 
14979 Joanne Ave., San Jose. From Hwy. 680, 
take the McKee Road exit East about 1.5 miles 
to Toyon Ave. Turn left and go 0.6 mile, turn 
right onto Joanne Ave.

Bring your chair and items for Show and 
Tell. We all learn together.

President's	Challenge:	starts	with	“M”

We did another one!  
This one was not as good 
as others.  Seems like the 
attendance was down 
from other woodworking 
shows, but we did make a 
few contacts for SVW.  I 
also found that sharing 
the booth with BAWA was 
a great way to go.  I would 
not mind doing that again.  
It was great to see the two 
clubs working together.  

As far as tools go not much different than 
past shows.  The Grex booth had some great 
interface pads for power sanding.  They also had 
a nice power carver.  In another booth a new flap 
sander caught my eye … and wallet.

I hope everyone got a chance at the wood that 
was available this month.

The contacts that we have made at some of 
our shows provided this months wood.  I am told 
there is more to come.  Stay tuned.  BTW for 
some of you be sure to remove the pith and get 
the end grain coated with anchor seal or at least 
some latex paint to help stop the cracking.

Our last meeting about Sharpening was 
due to some one requesting it.  Thank You 
for that.  We need you input and requests.  If 
you have any others please tell John W.  We 
are here to help everyone grow in this hobby 
and your requests make that possible. 

This next meeting is our annual TOP 
Night.  John has sent out messages to let you 
know what is going on.  It is great fun so 
join in and bring your top.  We need to Beat 
Phil, or Gary, or maybe Dick for the longest 
running.

Are you workin’ on your 2” x 4” proj-
ect??  I started mine …. 

Are you working on a piece for the com-
petition in July??

Because of all the costs involved I will 
no longer be stocking tools etc.  I am bailing 
out.      I will keep my classes going.

See you at top night!

PRES SEZ

Next month...

Bowl by Dick Pickering
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TURNING OUT

President’s Challenge and Show & Tell 

Continued on page 4. 

Rich Johnson showed an 
Apricot hollow form.  Lloyd 
Frisbee showed a box made 
of Apple wood he got from 
Ace Foster.  It has an inlay of 
Amboynya.  Michael Wiley 
showed a Apple shaped maple 
box.  Phil Roybal made an 
Assortment of Airbrushed 
Apple Anchors.  Herb Green 
made a few Acorn shaped 
boxes of Apricot burl.  Harry 
Levin made an Asymmetrical 
Alaskan Amulet from African 
Blackwood.  Dick Pickering 
brought an Acacia natural edge 
bowl.  Brian Butler brought an 
Acrylic/Amboyna pen.

Clockwise from top left: Rich 
Johnson, Lloyd Frisbee, Michael 
Wiley, Phil Roybal, Herb Green , 
Harry levin, Dick Pickering and 

Brian Butler.

StartS 
with “a”
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Challenge continued from page 3.

Clockwise from top left: Jeff 
Thorson, Herb Green,  Joe Davis,  
Glenn Vaughan, Micheal Batek,  
Charlie Beldon, Howard Cohen.

   Jeff Thorsen brought 
the beginnings of an 
asymmetrical square bowl.
  Howard Cohen showed his 
Apple with ebony stem and 
clove button.  Charlie Beldon 
brought his articulated chain 
and articulated finial with 
acorn.  Mike Batek showed 
an  acorn box maple/walnut.  
Glenn Vaughan made an 
ashtray of pinecone/acrylic.
John Overmire made eggs 
of amboyna, ash, and an 
ammonia fumed oak bowl  
Jim Gott sent his Attention 
getter, better known as a gavel. 

Show and Tell
Herb Green brought a bowl 
made of Oriented Strand 
Board.   Amir demonstrated 
some effects of the Sorby 
Spirsl tool on a piece of 
Boxwood.  He also made 
an acorn and textured the 
top with a knurl wheel tool 
Rich Johnson had.  Joe Davis 

Show and Tell  
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to buy new wheels for an existing grinder 
so far.  A new pair of grinder wheels cost 
nearly equal to the price of the Woodcraft 
grinder.  Rich uses an 80 and 120 grit wheels. 
He does the roughing gouge and scrapers 
on 80 grit only and does gouges on 120 grit 
wheel.  Rich discussed the evolution of jigs.  
Ellison created a jig for his grind,  Oneway 
came out with the Wolverine, Tru Grind has 
their version.  Jigs are only designed to give 
repeatable results.  Some tools are now too 
big to be accommodated by the Wolverine 
Vari grind and Rich has moved on to the 
TruGrind system.  Rich recommends using 
a platform for Roughing gouge and Scraper.  
You can use the Vari-Grind or the Tru-Grind 
tool holder for bowl (45 degrees) and spindle 
(30 degrees) gouges.  Rich showed how he 
makes simple story sticks for his jigs to assist 
him in (i) setting distance from wheel, (ii) 
setting vari grind or tru grind angle, and (iii) 
platform angle and height.  The sticks help to 
maintain a constant distance from the wheels 
even as the wheel size reduces during the life 
of the wheels.  Rich has built his platform for 
the grinder so it is at eye level which allows 
him to look at profile and surface without 
bending, stooping, etc. Recently Rich has 
purchased a new sharpening system called 
the Jool Tool.  Originally designed for the 
jewelry trade, it will shapen anything that can 
be sharpened.  The Jool Tool sharpens the 
surface to a polished edge once the profile is 
set, and is quicker than using the other jigs.  
With standard grinder wheels, the round 
wheel creates a hollow grind and so the 
bevel is not truly flat, so riding the bevel 
is not theoretically perfect.  The Jool Tool 
overcomes this by using flat disks known as 
ninjas because of the shape of the disks.  To 
tell if the tools are sharp you can look down 
on the edge to make sure there are no flat 
spots.  If you see any glint of reflected light 
then it is not sharp.  Don’t use grinder wheels 
on non-M2, HSS steel or you will embed 
softer metals in the wheels making them 
unuseable for your HSS tools.  This is not a 
problem with the JoolTool; it can be used to 
sharpen anything.

Continued from page 1

Rich demostrating his story sticks

The Jool Tool
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CLUB NOTES

SVW needs YOU
It takes more than the of-

ficers and program chairs to make 
our club function at its best. If your 
name’s not in the column at right, we 
still need your help in smaller ways to 
manage some of the club’s activities.

This is a HELP WANTED ad, and 
we need you to respond. There are 
always things that need doing here. In 
particular, we need:
• Volunteers for shop tours
• Volunteers to present at meetings
• Members to write up their profiles 
 for the newsletter
• Short articles for Chips & Chatter

Please volunteer to Rich Johnson 
and help make our activities happen.

Sharing 
Knowledge
MEMBERS: Please contribute your 
expertise to our newsletter. The editor 
will help you get your article ready if 
need be. Deadline is the 12th of the 
month.

OTHER WOODTURNING 
CLUBS: you may use materials in 
this newsletter for the benefit of other 
turners. Please credit Silicon Val-
ley Woodturners and the newsletter 
month and year for any material you 
use, and mention our web site: www.
svwoodturners.org. Note that if we’ve 
flagged an article as having been 
reprinted from another source with 

permission, you must secure that same 
permission in order to use that mate-
rial.

Volunteer Instructors
The turners below have graciously 

offered to open their shops to help 
members who want to learn to sharp-
en, try something new, or  master a 
technique that just doesn’t seem to be 
working. We all love to share. You just 
have to ask.

Willing to help? Contact Lloyd 
Frisbee to join this list. 

Rich Dege (408) 272-8122
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
Phil Roybal (408) 255-4789

Join Silicon 
Valley 
Woodturners

Want to join a great group of 
turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere 
of sharing and camaraderie? Be-
come a member of Silicon Valley 
Woodturners.

We meet on the first Wednesday 
of each month. See page 2 for details. 
Drop in at any meeting and check 
things out. To join, contact Rich John-
son (see listing at the right). 

Learn more about our club on the 
web at www.svwoodturners.org.

SVW Contacts

President
Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485
latheart@pacbell.net

V.P./Program Chair
John Whittier (408) 379-3722
jwhit10506@aol.com

Treasurer
Craig Thorson (650) 341-7550
hfn@wwdb.org

Secretary
Howard Cohen (408)378-9456
howard687@yahoo.com

Editor
Lloyd Frisbee (408) 978-6219
bigguy95124@yahoo.com

Sunshine Chair
Becky Frisbee
(408) 978-6219

Photographer
Jim Gott (408) 265-9501
jgtimp@aol.com

Apparel
Dick Pickering (408) 227-9821)
calwoodart@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means
Jack Todd (408) 984-3848
jacknethel@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Steve Rosenthal (408) 923-6562
sailinsteve@sbcglobal.net

Librarian
Al Gore (650) 254-1173
agore@sbcglobal.net

John Overmire’s bowl of eggs
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STAFF REPORTS
RIch JohNSoN (PRESIDENt)

We have set the following demos:

•	August Bay Area Clinic; we 
may do this together with their club

•	October 14 Cindy Drozda
•	November 11 Alan Stirt
•	March 2008 Ellsworth at BAWA

Others being considered are: Bill 
Hunter, Will Smith, Betty Scarpino, 
Haley Smith, Todd Hoyer, Michael 
Lee, and Kay Foster.

Our demonstrators are scheduled 
for a full day. Bay Area Woodturners 
combines the demo with their monthly 
meeting. Meeting first, then the demo. 
We can attend their demos.

JohN WhIttIER 
(VP/PRogRamS)
May meeting is Top Night.Robert 

Whitworth will be visiting our club 
and will do a show and tell on his top 
and “bug” collection. This should be 
very interesting. For those who will be 
entering “tops” for prizes this year’s 
categories are the same as last year. 
Those categories are:

1. Biggest top, 
2. Smallest top, 
3. Most colorful, 
4. Most innovative top, 
5. longest spinning upside down, 
6.longest spinning finger spun top,  

      7. Longest spinning string spun  
 top, 

I have a couple of new things we 
will be trying including new prizes for 
all who participate. Good luck and see 
you on Top Night.

cRaIg thoRSoN (tREaSuRER)
Treasury reports are available to 

members. See Craig.

al goRE (lIbRaRIaN)
The club library Library has a new 

book; “Guide to Work Holding” by 
Fred Holder.

DIck PIckERINg (aPPaREl)
Hats are now available at $10 

each. Be sure to wear your SVW 
insignia when you work shows such 
as the Woodworking show as an SVW 
staffer.

bEcky FRISbEE (sunshine)
Let Becky or Lloyd  know if a 

club member needs a get-well card, 
a new-member info packet, or some 
other contact from the club.

Other Business
If you haven’t paid your annual 

club membership dues you have been 
deleted from our Yahoo group access. 

    

People

We had a few visitors.  Walter (Wally) 
McLintock, moved to Santa Cruz 
a couple of years ago by way of 
England (native) and South Africa.  
He has a small Delta lathe.
Also Jim Baker from Aptos.  He has a 
Powermatic 20.
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Even Roy wants to know...
How did you do that?

Rich Johnson's 
Woodturners' Boot Camp
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 
to polish. An all day class. Book 
available. Sign up now. (408) 254-
8485.

FOR SALE

CALENDAR

All events take place at Rich Johnson’s Woodturning Center unless otherwise noted.

May    2nd
Regular meeting and Top Night

July
Annual summer picnic and turning
contest

August
Bay Area Clinic

October  14th
Cindy Drozda

November  11th
Allan Stirt

For Sale  at RJ’s WTC
All inventory 25% off everything!!
 
I am closing the retail sales!!!  
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Ironmen are those who com-
plete all 12 President’s Challenge 
projects for 2007. Those who meet 
the challenge are awarded distinctive 
IRONMAN name badges. A green bar 
in the chart below means that person 

has completed the project for the 
month indicated.

You needn’t be a great turner, 
you just need to participate. Make 
something in our Challenge theme and 
bring it to the next meeting.

Editor’s Note
If I’ve overlooked your President’s 

Challenge entry somehow, e-mail 
Lloyd at bigguy95124@yahoo.com.

IRONMAN

2007 challENgES

May   With an “M” 
Also Top night.
June  With a “J” again.

IRoNmaN RulES

• Entries must not have been shown before.
• If you miss a month’s Challenge, you may bring it to a Sawdust 

Session, or to the following meeting. 
• If you bring a make-up Challenge to a meeting, you must also 

show the current month’s Challenge piece. 


