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One of the most discussed aspects of woodturning, in our club at least, revolves 

around finishes and their suitability and durability. 

The best finish for salad bowls and serving plates 

and platters seems to be a major area of contention 

among members. Dennis Lillis proposed a real-

world test of the durability of some commonly 

used salad bowl finishes. He enlisted the aid of 

club members by asking them to bring a finished 

bowl to this month’s meeting and allowing the 

bowl to be tested for stain resistance. 

Roughly half a dozen bowls were brought in for the test. Dennis liberally slath-

ered on a coat of oil based salad dressing in each bowl. He then proposed that 

we let the bowls sit for a spell. 

This was a convenient segue into Dennis’s second 

demonstration of the evening. 

September’s presenter, Jed Es-

kelson from Mirka Abrasives, 

lent Dennis a Mirka random 

orbit sander and dust collector 

to try out. Dennis brought a 

rough turned bowl to demon-

strate the effectiveness of this 

system versus using a drill motor and sanding pad with-

out dust collection.  The pictures tell the story; with the 

Mirka system it’s a virtually dust free environment 

while using a drill motor and pad generates copious dust. 

If you need to ask how much the Mirka system costs, you probably can’t afford 

it. 

Meanwhile, back in the “kitchen”, it’s time to 

wash and dry the bowls. Dennis used liquid 

dishwashing soap and water to wash each bowl. 

It was then rinsed and dried. Real-world. Much 

to no-one’s surprise, none of the bowls were 

stained. All the bowls, bar one (mine), were fin-

ished with wipe-on poly. I used a whey based 

poly I had been wanting to try. As far as durabil-

ity goes, poly appears to hold up to salad oil just 

fine. 

 
Bob Gerenser 

Salad Oil and Sanding DustSalad Oil and Sanding DustSalad Oil and Sanding Dust   

http://www.svwoodturners.org
http://www.svwoodturners.org
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The November monthly meeting was representa-

tive of the times.  It was chock full.  We reelected 

the current officers for another year, members 

presented November and December president’s 

challenges, we had Show & Tell, quite a few turn-

ings donated for the Santa Clara High School, and 

Dennis multi-tasked by trying to destroy (or 

stress) the finish of several bowls while also 

demonstrating the low noise and efficient dust 

collection of the Mirka random orbital sander. 

I made a trip to San Antonio, to attend the bi-

annual Segmented Woodturning Symposium, as 

well as visit with family.  The symposium was 

good, and I was able to skip presentations I had 

seen 2 years ago in Lake Tahoe, and see some I 

had missed earlier.  With a family base, I was able 

to stay an extra week, and attended the Alamo 

Woodturner’s Association monthly meeting while 

in town.  Woodturners look a lot alike across the 

country, and I was given a warm welcome.  I’ll go 

back when I visit again, I’m sure. 

The Mike Mahoney demo co-sponsored with 

West Bay was FANTASTIC!  This was the third 

time I’d seen Mike within the last year, but there 

is always something either new or finally appreci-

ated to take away every time.  He is one of the 

most entertaining demonstrators out there, and 

always a lot of fun.  The HD video coverage of 

his demo was of superb quality, such that Mike 

didn’t like that it showed every little flaw clearly 

to the back of a room of 60 people.  The audience 

didn’t complain, though. 

The Mahoney demo highlights our need for A/V 

coverage for SCHS Shop demos.  While at Rich’s 

we had 2 SD TV’s covering the lathe.  While at 

the Eagles Richard Scott had an SD video rig pro-

jected on the Eagle’s screen to allow the audience 

to see the details of what was happening on the 

lathe.  After seeing video 

coverage of turning on a 

65” HD LCD screen, there 

is no comparison.  

John Whittier and I visited 

the Monta Vista High 

School shop, and looked at 

how they support teaching 

woodturning in the shop 

class.  Phil Roybal, Howard Cowen, and Rich 

Horton, all from our SVW club members, were all 

assisting with the class in progress.  We talked 

with the shop teacher, and looked at the equip-

ment types, layout, tool selection and staging, and 

discussed how woodturning was incorporated into 

the general woodshop program.  We would like to 

get Jason and the Monta Vista shop teacher to-

gether, as well.  Jason has expressed the desire for 

more eyes in the shop to assist with the students, 

and is seeing what requirements the school 

has.  Stay tuned for future news. 

If you are like me, it is Holiday present turning 

crunch time.  It seems so logical to turn a few 

items as presents for family and friends.  But then 

everything else conspires to usurp your 

time.  Holiday parties; family get togethers; creep-

ing elegance in the present design; oops, you need 

dry wood for that; ooooohhhh, a black acacia tree 

came down.  Moral of the story: you can’t start 

working on holiday presents too early.  The time 

it takes to complete them will fill, if not overflow 

the expected time slot.  New Year’s resolution: 

Next year the holiday presents will be toothpicks! 

Thanks for all the great suggestions for the 2015 

President’s Challenges.  I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the Christmas party, and turning you 

loose on yet another year of woodturning adven-

ture. 

Mike 

  



 

Page 3 

Jim Gott , Bloodwood 

box with suction fit lid, 

lacquer finish 

Gordon Patnude , Lidded 

container; flowering plum 

branch; natural element on 

circumference and lid 

Keith Towe, Red River 

Gum Box, 4" Dia. 

Dennis Lillis , 

Work in Progress 

& threaded egg 

box 

Mike Lanahan , Purpleheart 

box with African blackwood 

top.  Thin CA finish on out-

side of box, none on top. 
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Colin Mackenzie , Redwood 

Box 50/50 finish .  SCHS 

Donation 

 

Pete Zavala , Oct. makeup.  

Black Walnut Winged 

bowl on a Stubby lathe  

Gary Keogh , Iron 

Bark Lidded Box - 

Oscar Wittrock , 

Silver Maple Box, 

SCHS Donation 

Marcus Moody’s 

Osage Orange Lidded 
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Mike Lanahan , Steady 

rest adapter, from 12” 

swing to 24".  Phenolic 

Tom Schmida , tool for 

sanding hollowforms 

Jim Gott , Pen blank 

cutoff sled for my 

new bandsaw Dennis Lillis , Dust 

extractor gate 

Pete Zavala , Shop 

made hollowing tool 

with hollowform for 

SCHS Donation. 
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Bob Gerenser , Live 

center adapter 

Colin Mackenzie , 

Bottom of bowl thick-

ness gauge thru chuck 

Brian Havens , Detail 

scraper w/ interchangeable 

bits 

October PC, made 

on JW's lathe 
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Gordon Patnude , small bowl, 

nat. edge, wood: unknown; an 

exercise in delicate cutting 

blk walnut bowl 

Colin Mackenzie , 

Walnut dip holder/ 

bowl/ platter 

Greg Peck , Cedar 

bowl, cove around top! 

John Whittier , sycamore 

bowl /wipe on poly 
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Mike Lanahan , 

Lidded container, 

but maybe not a 

box.  Cocobola, 

with no finish. 

Gary Keogh , Ash 

crotch bowl 

Tom Schmida , 

salt pig 

Dave Plemons , 

Pepper Grinder 

Texas Ebony 
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Bob Gerenser , Beech 

& Jatoba Nut Bowl 

Gary , Red bark 

eucalyptus salad 

bowl 

Dennis , Hollow 

form 

Dan Grebinski , Redwood 

burl brush & razor set, 

lacquer finish 

Johnny Alias , Mahogany 

platter. Acrylic pen 

   John Whittier,  

2 Mimosa Bowls 

   Marcus Moody,  

Alder Bowl 

   Jim Gott, 

Bloodwood Box 

with suction fit. 
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Santa Clara High School woodshop instructor Jason Fery accepts donations. 
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Mike Mahoney 

SVW & WBAW seminar 

November 8, 2014 

 

“Technique is everything!” – Mike Mahoney 

 

I. 

Sharpening 

Primary bevel -- 45°-50°from horizontal with tool shaft vertical 

Secondary bevel -- removes heel of tool and makes it easier to turn the curve at the bottom of 

the bowl 

 

 

[MM] sharpening video on YouTube 

 

chuck of choice – Vicmarc 120 

 

 

 

 

II.  Hollow form – urn [10lb pet] 

 

Birdseye walnut 

 

Sequence of hollowing – see diagram/photo at right 

Outside shape first 

Tenon on bottom for chuck 

Clean and refine to final form 

Sand to 400 grit 

 

16 tpi threaded finial – holly 

Paste wax or CA on threads 
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III.  Calabash ~~14+ inch diameter 

Polynesian for “gourd” 

English walnut 

 

Outside shape first    

Tenon on bottom for chuck 

Clean and refine to final form 

Sand to 400 grit 

 

Do inside to depth in 3rd’s 

 

First 1/3:   

Using 3/8” fingernail bowl gouge to 95% thickness until clean and 

smooth 

Second 1/3 of depth:   

Using 3/8” fingernail bowl gouge to final thick               

    ness 

until clean and smooth, blend  

   ing with the first 

1/3.   

Final depth:   

Establish final depth of bowl with spindle gouge 

as a drill. 
Clean and smooth to final depth and refine thick-

ness of entire bowl 

Switch to straight ½” bowl gouge with short pri

 mary bevel and long secondary to 

 achieve  bottom curve [or flat] 

If done carefully with sharp tools, there should be minimal sanding. 

 

 

IV 

Coring a large block into multiple bowl blanks.   

 

Described parts, geometry and process of the 

 coring system.   

Accuracy in the setup process is critical 

10% wall thickness for bowl sets from the same 

    

 block[divide radius into 10 parts] 

Cut cores carefully   

!! Stop – look – listen !! 

Stop the machine 

Look at what is happening 

Listen to the wood and the tool!! 

Turn tenon on all cored blanks before storing 

Wax [or Anchorseal] inside and out 

Store in cool area close to floor/ground 

Minimum of 120 days before turning 

final product from cores 

 

There was a discussion and drawing of 

how to cut an ENORMOUS log into multi-

ple bowl blanks.   
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V. 

Platter 

Cottonwood burl [highly quilted] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations for finishes 

 
 

 

 

 

Waterlox home brew   

Equal parts:   

Solvent based polyurethane,  

Boiled linseed oil,  

Odorless mineral spirits 

 

 

Tips: 

Put a second bevel on your traditional grind bowl gouge to remove some of the heel to allow an easier transition through the 

curve at the bottom of a bowl.   

Use traditional bowl gouge grind [not fingernail] on end-grain pieces and in the bottoms of bowls.   

Lubricate torn/tearing end-grain with the finishing product for the piece and retry cutting.   

Bowl 

Foot s/b 40-60% of the diameter 

  

Platter 

Foot s/b ~~ 70% of diameter 

 

Market Considerations 

Beauty 

Toxicity 

Durability 

Repairability 

Cost 

Skill required 

Time required to apply 

Films 
SOFT TO HARD 

Wax 

Lacquer 

Shellac 

Varnish 

Polyurethanc 

Acrylic 

  

Penetrating oils 

Mineral oil 

Nut oil 

Vegetable oil 

Boiled linseed oil 

Tung oil 

Danish oil 

  

Gordon Patnude 
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Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Mike Lanahan. 

Visitors/New members: None 

Staff Reports: 

Mike talked about the upcoming, November 8th, Mike Mahoney demo.  He 

stressed again that this was a co-hosted event with the West Bay group and 

that admission was only $10. 

John Whittier gave the results of the wood event he held at his house and indicat-

ed it had a good attendance and that it was profitable for the club. 

No other staff reports were given. 

Club Officer Elections were next on the agenda.  Mike Lanahan indicated that the current officer (President, 

VP/Program Director, Secretary, & Treasurer) were up for election at this meeting.  He said that the current 

officers (Mike Lanahan, Dennis Lillis, Gary Keogh & Dick Westfall) were all willing to serve another term.  

Anyone that wanted to run for one of these positions, or otherwise be involved in the club, should let John 

Whittier know. 

Mike asked for any competing nominations. 

There were none and a vote was taken.  The current officers were elected by unanimous vote. 

Mike announced that there was a new staff member position opening, “Special Events Director” (Picnic, 

Christmas Party, etc.).  Anyone wishing to fill this position should contact Mike or John Whittier. 

John Whittier indicated that he would be willing to take this position if someone would like to take over 

his job as Membership Chair. 

October 29th SVW Board Meeting 

John Whittier driving team to support the School, EOG grant proposal, training and AAW request for 

Young Turner support. 

Richard Scott to review A/V needs for School site to support demonstration viewing. 

We have the goal to resume Professional Turner Demos. 

We intend to work closely with West Bay Woodturners to co-host these demos, and other items. 

We are reviewing the SVW Bylaws and will eventually submit revisions to the membership to ap-

prove. 

 

 

New Business: 
Because of the co-hosting of demos with West Bay Turners the two groups could pick the days the 

majority of members wanted the demos to be on, Saturday or Sunday. 

Gordon Patnude made a suggestion that we try to organize Saturday field trips, of interest to our 

Woodturners.  Mike asked where to and Gordon was instantly made the organizer of this task. 

President’s Challenge: 

There were two challenges (Nov & Dec) at this meeting since our December meeting will be our 

Christmas party. 

The drawing after the Nov. challenge was won by Dennis Lillis – wood, Collin McKenzie – wood, 

Gordon Patnude – wood and Dick Westfall – wood. 

The drawing after the Dec. challenge was won by Gary Keogh – gift certificate, Tom Schmida – 

wood and Mike Lanahan – gift certificate. 

Mike indicated that all members had until the end of the year to submit any missed challenges to be 

able to complete the year’s submissions to become an Iron Man. 

           continued on page 16 
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Show & Tell: 
Show and tell was held next before the break. 

Break/Program: 
During the break we all went to the shop area and Dennis did an experiment on some finished bowls that 

members had brought in.  The experiment was to see which finishes held up best when subjected to his 

torture test.  The test consisted of putting oil, & balsamic vinegar, in the bowls, letting it sit for a while 

and then washing it out with warm soap and water.  All of the finishes held up well.  The primary finish-

es were General Finishes “Salad Finish”, Howard Butcher Block Conditioner and Wipe-On-Poly. 

Dennis also demonstrated a sanding system loaned to him by Jed Eskelson the Merka Rep.  It consisted 

of an electric variable speed random orbital sander that was connected to a shop vac.  When the sander 

was activated the shop vac would also be turned on and pull the dust from the sander.  Dennis was using 

a Merca Abernet sanding disk which made the dust extraction very impressive.  It did an impressive job 

sanding as well.  The units sell for a combined price of $950.  Perhaps out of reasonable reach for the 

bulk of our group I suspect. 

After that the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

Thanks to all who have returned some long-overdue items to the library.  I appreciate 

your prompt responses.  

  

Mike Lanahan has donated “HEIRLOOMS: - Making Things That Last” a DVD by 

Mike Mahoney which was available at his all-day demonstration in Los Altos on No-

vember 8.  I’m certain that you will enjoy and benefit from viewing this DVD.  

  

SVW was represented by a dozen or more members, which constituted 25% or more of 

total attendance.  The event was easily worth far more than the $10 admission, and eve-

ryone walked away with at least one great idea or useful tip.  

            by Gordon Patnude 
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The Following Article is Reprinted With Permission from Our Friends at Cascade Woodturners 

8 

SANDING WAX 

Eli Avisera used his sanding wax for his demo and classes. It was a jar that looked like cold cream contain-

er. He rubbed his sandpaper in the jar and proceeded to sand without any dust. The sanding wax is also very 

effective at supporting end grain for a finish cut without tear out. The sanding wax is simply mineral oil and 

beeswax. The process is to heat the mineral oil and beeswax which then remains a soft paste when cooled. 

 

Here is what you need to make a batch; Beeswax (16 oz brick 

from Rhul Bee Supply) Mineral Oil (edible grade from any phar-

macy) Scale (kitchen or postal) 

Thermometer (candy or kitchen) 

Cheese Grater 

Double Boiler (sauce pan and melting can) Storage Containers (for 

grated beeswax and jars for finished mix) 

 

Rhul Bee Supply has the 16 oz bricks in either natural (brown) 

bricks for around $7.50 and refined (opaque white) wax bricks 

for $12.00. 

Grating the beeswax 

allows rapid melting 

into the heated mineral 

oil. The mineral oil 

should be heated to no 

higher temperature 

than 175o F (80o C). 

The beeswax will de-

grade at high tempera-

tures and 175o is high 

enough to melt and 

mix the wax with the mineral oil. Store the unheated beeswax in a 

sealed container and the finished mix in containers with a wide 

mouth opening for easy access. I use 1 part wax to 4 parts oil by 

weight but this is arbitrary as the mix can be varied to change the 

stiffness as needed. Less oil and it becomes stiffer. 

This mix can be applied to your sandpaper for “wet” sanding with 

no dust. The mix is also good for supporting end grain for clean 

finish cuts. Some turners use this mix for a non-toxic finish espe-

cially on turnings that have to be food safe. 

 

Jerry Klug  
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Trees of the Bay Area #8  

Ceratonia Siliqua, carob tree 
 

By John Doyen and Tony Wolcott 

 

Here is a tree highly sought by woodturners, but probably not recognized by the same folks 

out on the street.  A good description of the carob tree: moderately stable, beautiful color, easi-

ly worked but seldom of very large size. The color of the wood is variable – pink to red areas, 

white and off white, sometimes darker browns even black with sunset like reds. The color is 

one big reason to turn this wood. The other reason is the ease of turning and the absence of 

cracks and wood distortion. I have cut branches off carobs and successfully turned end grain 

bowls. 

 

Identifying Ceratonia siliqua is not difficult. There are male and female trees, 

similar to a few other trees such as Ginkgo biloba and Pistacia chinensis. If 

you see a row of trees, some with bean like fruit hanging down and others 

without fruit, you may be getting close to a carob. This tree is a broadleaf ev-

ergreen; it does not lose its leaves but still a “hardwood’. As such, you will 

not see this tree in colder climates, typically found by large bodies of water in 

temperate zones or in semi –tropical areas.  In the bay area carob trees are 

very common in San Francisco, east bay, south bay, Marin. They are less 

common the further inland you go due to harder frosts.  

 

The carob tree is best identified by the shiny, leathery compound 

leaves. Each leaflet is nearly round. On the female trees you will 

find shiny, lavender brown, flattened legumes. After all it is in 

the Fabaceae family, and in Northeastern Africa these ‘beans’ 

were extensively used as a high source of protein. The very uni-

form seeds were once used as the jeweler’s carat weight. Now 

the fruit is ground up into a flower and used as a chocolate sub-

stitute. The fruit is also used as a stabilizer in the cosmetic industry. The flower on the female 

tree is heavy and with an unpleasant odor. 

 

There are many carobs growing in the general bay area, often as 

street trees. A big removal in Turlock, more recently in San Jose, 

kept woodturners at a feverish pitch. Keep your eyes open as 

carobs rarely live beyond 100 years. The trick is to find trees 

that are not decayed extensively at the base. Although the diam-

eter is rarely over 16”, smaller wood produces small bowl gems. 

It is a wood very worth the trouble.  

The Following Article is Reprinted With Permission from Our Friends at Bay Area Woodturners 
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The “M” Factor in Woodturning 
 
Are you suffering from “M” Factor Disease (MFD)?  
 
You won’t find this disease in a medical textbook. The cure is almost impossible. 
 
I was unaware of this disease until I became a woodturner. After long study I have found that MFD is a 
common disease among us. My study shows that: if you have any three of the following symptoms you 
suffer from MFD. 
 

1. Own more than four chisels in any of the tool categories.  
2. Own more than 10 how-to-do-it books. 
3. Belong to more than one woodturning club. 
4. Nearly always attend any woodturning demonstration in your area. 
5. Buy the tools the demonstrator has to sell or recommends. 
6. Ask more than two questions at a demonstration. 
7. Find you are running out of space for tools in your shop. 
8. Are a regular at sawdust sessions. 
9. Always keep on hand old AAW editions and never look at them. 
10. Admit to no one how much you spend each year on your hobby. 
11. You feel so embarrassed about number 10 that you have items ordered at Craft Supplies delivered to someone else’s ad-

dress. 
12. You go to see the same demonstrator more than twice. 
 13. You find yourself hiding tools and equipment when you have woodturning visitors. 
14. Your wife thinks all the money you give to charity is going to charity. 
15. There are tools in your shop you have owned for years and never used. 
 16. You can’t name all the different cans of finish you own. 

 
Well, that is quite a list but all are symptoms that woodturners have suffered from at one time or another. If you suffer from any six 
of the symptoms simultaneously you are incurable.  
 
Don’t worry. Bad as this disease is and even though it is incurable, unlike Ebola, it does NOT cause death or even pain—except to 
the pocket book. 
 
By now you may be wondering what the “M” in MFD represents. You will be glad to know that it is a factor that isn’t peculiar to 
woodturners. Just about everyone that aspires to do anything in life suffers from MFD. 
 
The “M” in MFD stands for “MAGIC”. Go into any COSTCO, or Wal-Mart in the Land and you will find shelf after shelf of magic 
housed in bottles that bring the promise of eternal life. Well, If not eternal life; they seem to promise, at the very least, perfect health 
until death. Americans may not believe in witch doctors but the evidence indicates they believe in magic. 
 
I think the Richard Raffins of this world are modern-day witch doctors. We have been toiling for years at our hobby but never obtain 
the skills of the demonstrator. We take copious notes at meetings. We buy the demonstrator’s videos and his tools. We hope his 
magic signature on the handle will somehow make the tool as sweet in our hands as if Richard himself were lending a hand. Alas, in 
most hands the magic doesn’t work. We go off to view another demonstrator or adopt another profile for a tool, or another sharpen-
ing-system that promises to be the Shangri-La. We are searching everywhere for that Magic Factor which, at last will enable us to 
produce masterpieces with ease.  
 
There is no cure to MFD.  MFD may be mitigated by the same principles that should guide all aspects of our life. It rests within us. 
Instead of chasing the will-of-the-wisp we should go back to basics. Learn to walk before we can run. Success in learning a musical 
instrument is in practicing scales over and over again. It’s no different in woodturning. Master your tools before trying to make the 
masterpiece demonstrators produce so effortlessly.  
 
They achieve their masterpieces not because of magic but by dint of learning and overlearning the basics of their tools. This solution 
to MFD is not new it is laid out in just about every instruction book for beginners in every discipline from the learning of French to 
the mastering of mathematics-—overlearn the basics. 
 
After every demonstration I resolve to get back to basics, but nevertheless while I have money I will acquire more tools I don’t need, 
because despite what I have written I have MFD. My irrational self still believes there IS magic in woodturning and that one day 
after acquiring a new gismo the woodturning God will smile upon me.  
 
If you have MFD really, really badly you are now trying to figure out ways to convince the wife you need a new lathe with all its 
bells and whistles. In even more severe cases: treatment is a new workshop. IDEA! If you throw in a new house you might be lucky. 
 
MAY THE MFD BE WITH YOU ALSO! 
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Shavings & Sawdust 
Join this Group for Home & Garden or  

Sawdust Session information.   

Here are the details on Shavings: 

Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings 

Group email address: Shavings@yahoogroups.com  
 

Chocolates Worth Their Calories TM 

 

1492 Soquel Ave 

Santa Cruz, CA 95062 

831-425-1492 

www.mackenziechocolates.

com 

 

Even Roy wants to know...  

How did you do that?  

 
Rich Johnson's  

Woodturners' Boot Camp  
Learn the basics, from chainsaw 

to polish. An all day class. Book 

available. Sign up now.  

(408) 254-8485.  

17252 Big Rd, Bloxom VA 23308    

Toll Free 1 (800) 995-9328  

 

15% off online orders! use WOODTURNERS coupon code at checkout.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Shavings
mailto:Shavings@yahoogroups.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://thesandingglove.com/The-Sanding-Glove-Woodturning-Supplies.asp


 
2014 Silicon Valley Woodturners Officers, Staff,  

Volunteers, and Contacts 
 

 

President Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330  Mikelan@aol.com 

 

V.P./Programs Dennis Lillis (408) 309-8060 denlillis@verizon.net 

 

Treasurer Dick Westfall  (831) 688-2687 r_westfall@msn.com 

 

Secretary Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Newsletter Editor Bob Gerenser (408) 262-5411 bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net 

 

Hospitality Thelma Mackenzie (831) 425-1514 tm@jkvnl.com 

 Colin Mackenzie  (831) 425-1514 colin@mackenzieschocolates.com 

 

Photographer Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 jgtimp@aol.com 

 

Property Mgmt. Gary Keogh (408) 281-9054 gkeogh@sbcglobal.net 

 

Librarian Gordon Patnude (408) 267-6789 gppatnude@comcast.net 

 

Webmaster Pete Zavela ((405)849-2858 zavelawoodturning@gmail.com 

 

Site Prep  Johnny Alias (408) 227-2423 vet59@ix.netcom.com 

 Milton West (408) 729-6334 miltwest@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership  John Whittier (408) 379-3722 turninghands@yahoo.com 

 

Audio/Visual Richard Scott (408) 799-0005 rams1942@sbcglobal.net 

 

Yahoo Groups  Howard Cohen (408)378-9456 howard687@yahoo.com 

Owner 
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It takes more than the 

officers and program chairs 

to make our club function at 

its best.  If your name’s not 

in the column at right, we 

still need your help in other 

ways to manage some of the 

club’s activities.  

This is a HELP 

WANTED ad, and we need 

you to respond.  There are 

always things that need 

doing.  In particular, we 

need:  

• Volunteers for shop tours  

• Volunteers to present/

demonstrate at meetings  

• Members to write up their 

profiles for the newsletter  

• Short articles or Tips & 

Tricks for the Chips & 

Chatter newsletter 

Please contact Bob 

Gerenser to volunteer and 

help make our activities 

happen. 

MEMBERS: Please contribute your expertise to our newsletter.  The editor will help you get your article ready if need be.  Dead-

line is one week after our club meeting.  

 

OTHER WOODTURNING CLUBS: You may use materials in this newsletter for the benefit of other turners.  Please credit 

Silicon Valley Woodturners and the newsletter month and year for any material you use, and mention our web site: 

www.svwoodturners.org.  Note that if we’ve flagged an article as having been reprinted from another source with permission, you 

must secure that same permission in order to use that material.  

 

Volunteer Instructors / Mentors 

The turners below have graciously offered to open their shops to help members who want to learn to sharpen, try something new, or 

master a technique that just doesn’t seem to be working.  We all love to share.  You just have to ask.  

Willing to help?  Contact Mike Lanahan to join this list.  

 Jim Benson (831) 475-5615  

 Jim Gott (408) 265-9501 sharpening, design, natural edge bowls, boxes, goblets, tool control, you name it. Anything but seg-

menting.  

 Rich Johnson (408) 254-8485 all type to turning support available from beginner to Professional.  

 Mike Lanahan (408) 926-9330 Pepper Mills, Segmented, and Shaving or Makeup Brushes. 

mailto:Mikelan@aol.com
mailto:r_westfall@msn.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bob.gerenser@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:colin@mackenzieschocolates.com
mailto:tm@jkvnl.com
mailto:jgtimp@aol.com
mailto:gkeogh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimlbenson@yahoo.com
mailto:vet59@ix.netcom.com
mailto:miltwest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com


 

IRONMAN Rules 

 There are twelve challenges listed for the year and in order to qualify for Ironman you must show, 

by the end of the year, that you have completed all twelve challenges. 

 Challenge entries should be shown at the meeting corresponding to the challenge schedule. 

 Entries may only be shown for one challenge. 

Ironmen are those 

who successfully 

complete all 12 

President’s Chal-

lenge projects for 

the year.  Those 

who meet the chal-

lenge are awarded 

coveted and distinc-

tive IRONMAN 

name badges.  A 

blue bar in the ac-

companying chart 

means that person 

has completed the 

project for the 

month indicated.  

You needn’t be a 

great turner, you 

just need to partici-

pate.  Make some-

thing in our Chal-

lenge theme and 

bring it to the next 

meeting. 

Editor’s Note 

If I’ve somehow  

overlooked your  

President’s Challenge 

entry, send me an      

e-mail at 

bob.gerenser@ 

sbcglobal.net 
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For a more detailed description of the  2014 President’s Challenges, go to: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/ 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVWoodturners/files/Forms/


Want to join a great group of turning enthusiasts in an atmosphere of sharing and camaraderie?  Become a member of Sili-

con Valley Woodturners.  We meet on the First Wednesday of each month. See page 2 for details.  Drop in at any meeting and 

check things out.  To join, contact John Whittier (see contact list), or just complete the application form below and mail with 

check to Grant.  Learn more about our club on the web at www.svwoodturners.org. 

Silicon Valley Woodturners Membership Application 
Please print and mail with a check payable to SVW for $35* individual ($45* family) to:   
John Whittier, 961 W. Latimer Ave, Campbell CA 95008 

Name __________________________________________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________________________  
City _________________________________________ State _____ Zip ___________  
Phone(s): 

home:___________________________mobile:__________________________  

Email ______________________________  Website _______________________________________________  
Lathe(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Membership* Renewal 2
nd

 Quarter  
April - June 

  3
rd

 Quarter          
July - Sept. 

  4
th

 Quarter   
Oct. - Dec. 

Individual      $35      $25      $20      $10 

Family      $45      $35      $30      $15 
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http://www.svwoodturners.org
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Heartwood Concepts Dust Collec-tor. This is the 

dust col-lector system Bob Bley showed in  November, 

and is available from Rich Johnson. $160 

Rich@latheart.com  

Bandsaw Cutting Round Disk Sets, numbered, 

with center holes—      Select a disk size appropriate 

to the size blank you want to bandsaw from a log, 

and secure it to the log through the center hole to the 

log with a wood screw, and cut outside  

the disk with the saw for an optimally sized and 

shaped turning blank.   These sets of 1/4” thick MDF 

disks increment by 1 inch from 4” to either 12” or 

20”, depending on the set.  4”-12” set (shown), $14, 

or the 4”-20” set, $20.  Contact John Whittier for de-

tails. (408) 379-3722, 

 turnturninghands@yahoo.com                                

Smocks,  SVW colors.  $30 (SVW patch not in-

cluded).  Contact John Whittier for details.                  

(408) 379-3722,  

tuinghands@yahoo.com 

 

January 30, 31, 2015, Tennessee Association of Woodturners 27th Annual Woodturning Symposium,  Frank-

lin, TN 

March 6–8, 2015,  Oregon Woodturning Symposium, Albany,OR 

March 14,15, Honolulu Woodturners Symposium, Honolulu,HI 

August 23, 24, 2015, Yellowstone Woodturners Symposium, Billings, MT 

August 22–24, 2015, Southwest Association of Turners (SWAT) Woodturning Symposium, , Waco, TX 

September 13, 14, 2015, Virginia Woodturners Symposium, Fishersville,VA 

September 19–21,2015, Turning Southern Style XX,  Dalton,GA 

October 3, 4, 2015, Ornamental Turners International biennial symposium, Columbus,OH 

October 25, 26,2015,  6th Annual Expressions in Wood Expo,  Eau Claire, WI 

 

Symposia Across the USA 

mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com
mailto:turninghands@yahoo.com

